
ELWYN C. DAVIS DIARY 1966

JANUARY 1   Saturday       64/7am
44/11pm

There is a skim coating of ice on reservoir - no snow on
mtns.  Very unseasonably mild.  Overcast still - sun
showed a few times feebly.  Moon pretty well dimmed
tonite - somewhat cooler.
Did chore routine. Ollie & I went down to Joe the
butcher’s this am for hamburg & visited in revered
memory the graves of our friends and loved ones in
Tongore Cemetery.  Came home past  Tongore Farms
where Fire Chief Al Fox is putting in a one story Agway
automatic barn size 35x74 back of the old barn to house
50 cows.  He also is having an addition of covered
blocks & new cooler plant (or enlarged) on road side of
old barn.  We stopped at Harlowe McLean’s to say
Happy New Year.  No callers today.  We had good steak
& mashed potato supper.  Had several fone calls. 
Mariam early evng.  I am vividly reminded that this is
the 34th anniversary of Little Honey Girl Lillian’s fatal
illness with weather conditions at  then waist clinging 6’
snow bad roads & no doctor readily available.  
My old friends Mr & Mrs Lester Personius celebrated
their 5oth wedding anniversary in Annapolis, Maryland. 
Their accomplished children 11 all living & all married
with families but one daughter , Constance.    William B.



Martin sworn in as first Democratic Sheriff since Artie
Rice 36 years ago.  Also Ray Garraghan as Kingston
Dem. Mayor  Claude Bell retiring as Sheriff after three 3
year terms.

JANUARY 2   Sunday  32/7am
34/11pm

Sharp overnight drop in temperature.  Gloomy lowering
cloud blanket, settled in snowing toward noon & later
changed to freezy sleet and rain.  Dark misty evng.          
Did usual chore routine.  We had a pleasant 2-3 hour
visit by Bob and Mariam, Jeannie and friend Victor. 
This pm Bob Smith took Jeannie & Victor & Gaye back
to New York.  Gaye resumes her teaching class
tomorrow at The Presbyterian  Brick Church
kindergarten school.  Ollie & I went over during pm to
greet Mart Eckert on his 92nd birthday.  We presented a
carton of ale, card with new $1.00 bill enclosed.  He and
Ann were much pleased.  We also stopped to check at
Ollie’s house - finished chores early & had a good steak
and creamed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed and I
wrote news items.  In weather conditions similar as
tonite Little Honey Girl Lillian Ellen died in Kingston
Hosp. at about 11:25.  The heart breaking scene in the
Children’s Ward is vivid as a last night dream.  She
simply faded away with her little smile.

JANUARY 3  Monday  34/7am

Gloomy mild light rain am started breaking away pm. 
Windy but continued mild.  Slushy - ice encrusted



everything.  Brilliant moonlight late evng.  I did daily
routine.  Ollie prepared a delectable cabbage roll dinner
much enjoyed by Mariam & Bob, Robert 3rd, and Aunt
Jean Smith.  They left for Kingston  enroute to New
York mid pm.  Bob, Mariam, Robert & I before dinner
went down to Joe Canfield’s Garage to meet him & see
his display of chain saws.  We did not eat supper instead
both Ollie & I took a nap & then I did some writing.  - 34
years ago this noon in similar type weather  Cornelia 13
underwent operation for acute appendicitis at Kingston
Hosp as Little Honey was laid out on couch in the bay
window.  New York City paralyzed by transportation
strike.

JANUARY 4  Tuesday  26/7am
24/11pm

A heavenly perfect still cloudless day, moonlight
evening.  Rather on the wintry side but the icy snow crust
thawing in the sunlight.              I did  daily chores, split
up some wood & went down to Joe Canfield’s garage &
he installed the Plymouth number plates CU40 - same as
for the past near 30 years.  These plates are designated
for 6 years use & are presently licensed thru Jan 1967,
fee $26.00.  We had a investigating call by Sheriff office
attache, in connection with Ollie’s house robbery,
discovered Dec.20th.  Bob Grennie, Town of Shandaken
Head Constable - a member of Margaretville Masonic



Lodge.  The Olive Town Board held 4 hour & arduous
session at Town Office.  Mrs. Olive Cruthers appointed
to newly created job as Town Historian.  Mrs. Lena
Barringer Welfare Officer in place of Lester Barringer. 
Eric Krause dog enumerator & warden - Constables
Geo.Reitmeir Officer in Charge - Anthony Macaluso,
Walter Lang, Frank Neri & Robert Pleasants, Sr.

JANUARY 5  Wednesday  22/7am
30/11pm

Still chill and hazily sunny.  Moon clouded over tonight.
Reservoir remains frozen over.  Somewhat slippery
crusty snow slowly melting, but slippery.          I did
chore routine & split & piled wood.  New York City
transportation strike continues.  Ollie pretty much rested
- but we had good supper.  I spent the evng writing
Vernon Beatty & Jean & Bob Smith.  Also finished &
mailed Freeman news copy.  This am wrote Elsie
VanValkenburgh to thank for box of cookies and 
horehound candy drops rec’d.  Also $1.05 to LL Bean
Inc. bal due on order for box grease & new bottoms on
Maine hunting shoes recd yesterday.
34 years this pm   parlor funeral services in charge of
Rev. CTW Ahrens held, with sad burial in Tongore
Cemetery plot.

JANUARY 6  Thursday  34/7am
34/12pm

A dismal miserable stormy day. Raining early changed to
wet snow & then back to freezy rain. Breaking away late
evng , high moon shining amid clouds.            Town road



crews out last nite till 10am.  Onteora School closed
today, icy roads.  A stay in doors type of day.  I got out
Freeman copy this am & letter Vernon Beatty.  This pm
we went on the hill & brot down some of Ollie’s choice
dishes the thieves missed.  Also went down to store &
over to garage.  We had mashed potatoes & liver &
carrot supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I sat up till midnight
writing prompt reply letter to Grayce Ellis & another
Freeman copy.  We regretfully were unable to attend
Pauline Crispell Brook’s funeral on rain slick roads.

JANUARY 7  Friday  34/7am
34/11pm

Cloudy still mid and mess.  Light snow showers.  Some
ice on trees & mtns.  Dismal still evng.    Wrote another
Freeman news copy - & letters to Julia Rhoades &
Lavern Davis.  Had cows out for exercise.  We went
down to PO this pm & checked up around Ollie’s house. 
Mrs. Orpha Hesley VanKleeck 93 died last night at her
home in Ashokan where she lived with her son Edward. 
We had hamburger noodles & mashed potato supper. 
Skiing conditions reported favorable on Bellaire &
Hunter slopes.

JANUARY 8    Saturday  26/7am
8/12pm



Cloudy am. Partly sunny pm.  Becoming progressively
much colder & windy.  Mountains snow  plastered. 
Stinging cold moonlight.     Did only chore routine.  We
had a pm call seeking information regarding the Eckert
family by Mr and Mrs Lawrence Winchell of Lake
Katrine & her cousin David Lilly of 15 Roanoke Road,
West Springfield, Mass  a grandson of the late Nathan
Eckert.  The thin reservoir ice disappeared with cutting
north wind.  Tonight Joe Canfield & I attended IOOF
Lodge & in short form the secret work of the 1st - 2nd &
3rd Degrees was given Joe & Oliver Crawford.

JANUARY 9  Sunday  8/7am
14/11pm

Wild wind rattling night.  Stinging cold & wind
gradually subsiding.  Bright sunny.  Still olding moon
shining tonight - later clouded over.              No callers
today.  Did usual routine - Carried in overnight green
wood.  Ollie & I went up to her house and checked
around latter pm.   We had a good supper.  Ollie went to
bed.  I spent the evng writing Vernon Beatty, Jean & Bob
Smith.

JANUARY 10   Monday   24/7am
36/12pm

Considerable overcast tho part sunny.  Mild but snowy
air.  Moon shone thru evng.  Still.
Emzie Peck, Paul Hallenbeck of Phoenicia called am in
regards to buying timber.  This pm Harlowe McLean,
Ollie & went to Woodstock with Plymouth & attended
2pm funeral of Mrs. Orpha VanKleeck, 93, at Lasher’s



Parlors.  We did not go to burial in Tongore Cemetery. 
We stopped at  Package Store, Grand Union.  Had good
boiled potato and       supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I spent
evng reading illustrated & descriptive feature article in
June 11th Life Magazine of the great Battle of Waterloo
150 years ago.   60 years ago tonite Fred & Lottie
Bishop’s wedding reception at his pre reservoir
WShokan Home.  Few living today.

JANUARY 11  Tuesday  16/7am
14/11pm

Cold & rather blustery, part cloudy.  Starlight evng , old
moon rising 10:30 over Kingston way.  Wind roars back
South Mtn.          Today Emzie Peck & Paul Hallenbeck
cut 1008 ft load oak & big soft maple along  south side
woods & took it to Fairbain Lumber Co in Margaretville. 
  About 3:15 this pm while Sylvester Wells, 63 & Bill
Hoag were cleaning up limbs etc. along the Freeman
Every branch of Samsonville Mtn Road, Sylvester got
out town dump truck & dropped dead of heart attack.  He
was moved down  to John Nichols Gas station.  Fire
Chief Al Fox & Dr & Coroner called, but without avail. 
Body removed to Lasher’s Parlors.  He was 6th member
of Town Highway Dept to die of heart attacks in last few
years.  Larry Osterhoudt, Earl Lane, Andrew Radtke,
Chester Miller, John B. Davis.  The 7th Babe (Harvey)
Nichols died of cancer.   We had good supper.  Ollie



went to bed.  I wrote Lottie Slacknowitz, Vernon Beatty. 
Rec’d letter from him.

The following newspaper article found in diary for this
date:  ELDERLY WOMAN HURT
An elderly woman injured in a one-car accident about
6:30 pm Monday on Old Route 209 in the Town of
Hurley, was reported in fair condition today in
Benedictine Hospital, State police at the Lake Katrine
sub-station said that Carrie Davis, 80, of Valley View
Farm, Olive Bridge, suffered facial cuts.  They said that
she was driving north when her vehicle failed to
negotiate a left curve, went off the east side of the road
and struck a pole head on.  Trooper Robert Mackey
investigated.

JANUARY 12  Wednesday   8/7am
8/11pm

Cloudless - stinging cold - icy toned light northerly wind. 
Clear cold tonite.
Emzie Peck & Paul Hallenbeck came this morning &
felled 3 large red oak trees across in upper side of woods
by turn in road.     This pm Ollie & I went around up
over the hill & checked at the house, then stopped at
Mart Eckerts & he cut my hair, did up chores & got  out
of the cold evng.  We had good hot meat supper & Ollie
went to bed.  I wrote complimentary news copy for
Catskill Mtn Star.   From 9 to 10pm I kept tuned to ABC
broadcast of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 3rd State of
the Union address delivered in the House of
Representatives in Washington.



JANUARY 13  Thursday  4/7am
24/11pm

Hazy sunshine am with developing overcast dark
threatening clouds pm.  Coldest night & stinging air
slowly moderating.  Rather blustery tonite & set in
snowing a blustering ground whitening squall.        Ollie
& I went to Kingston early pm with Harlowe McLean
got home at dusk.  Harlowe went Dr. Gade for eye
examination.  We did considerable shopping up town &
A&P store, & went to banks for interest check up.  I
withdrew $100 from Kingston Savings Bank for State
NY Bank check acct.  We also called on Blanche
Rodriquez.  Ollie went to bed soon after supper.  The
colossal 13 day old New York City subway Transit strike
officially ended at 6:24am which costs the metropolis
untold millions & hardships, especially on poor people.

JANUARY 14  Friday  24/7am
24/11pm

Mts & higher levels freshly snow covered.  Todays
weather was rather mild & mostly overcast.  Stars shone
overhead tonite.    Loggers Emzie Peck and Paul
Hallenbeck came this am, cleaned up yesterdays cutting
and felled 4 more large red oaks over in S.W.  edge of
woods along Jacky Brook.  They trucked a load same as
the other 2 - to the Fairbain Lumber Co in Margaretville. 



This pm 2 oco. Harlowe McLean (Harlowe McLean)
Ollie & I attended funeral service at Lasher Parlors in
Woodstock for Sylvester Wells.  An unusually large
attendance paid tribute, including members of the Town
Dept of Highways as honorary bearers.  Magnificent
floral tributes number 35.  Rev. Osterhoudt Phillips,
Shokan Reformed minister & chaplain of the Olive Fire
Dept was in charge.  A long cortege followed the hearse
to Tongore Cemetery.  After coming home did up chores,
had a meatball & macaroni supper.  Ollie went to bed
and I continued my customary writing.    Rec’d air letter
from Mariam, back in Temple, Texas.

JANUARY 15   Saturday  16/7am
14/12pm

Bright clear crisp sunny day.  Little wind.  Clear colder
tonite.    This am Emzie Peck & Paul Hallenbeck helped. 
Paul Carr came and did a super excellent pig butchering
job, using a scalding barrel and tackle and my old wood
cask with a door across for scraping.  The pig in just
right condition dressed 247 pounds.  Later Paul
Hallenbeck came & helped get it down celler.  I gave
Paul Carr $2 & gal milk.   This evng went with Joe
Canfield to the Installation at IOOF Lodge.  Dist.Deputy
Bernard Drefin staff installing officers.
Noble Grand (re installed) Alexander Adami   Vice
Grand  Joe Werner  Fin.Secy Arthur Sampsen 
Trea.Harlowe McLean   Rec.Secy. Left open.  RSNG
Alonzo Davis   LSNG Percy Cook  Warden Lester
Lawrence    Conductor Oliver Crawford  RSS Ray
Cruthers  LSS Geo.Burgher   RSVG Ed Oraway 



LSVG Abe Davis  Inside Guard  Edw.Weldt  Outside
Guard  Joe Caufield   Chaplain Elwyn C. Davis 
Preceeding installation  PDD Harlowe McLean gave the
secret work of 1- 2 - 3 Degrees on Ray Cruthers
Refreshments.  After close of meeting I went with Joe
Canfield & Donald Skea at Maple Heights where Joe’s
wife & children were spending the evening.  Back home
12:30

JANUARY 16  Sunday  4 to 6/7am
14/11pm

Variable cloudiness raw cold air - stars dim tonite.  Little
wind.  Roared up back Bushkill tonite.  Bellaire Ski
Center reported minus 12 degrees.       Other than doing
chore routine pretty much staid indoors.  Had got liver &
fried port supper with mashed potatoes, tomatoes.  Ollie
went right to bed.  I spent evng writing Addie & Virgil
Winchell & Vernon Beatty.

JANUARY 17   Monday  24/7am
28/11pm

Raw blustery and part cloudy tho not stinging cold. 
Overcast evng.     Did usual routine - stocked up the
kitchen diminished wood supply.  This pm took a look
see walk over in Hinkley woods.  There is a considerable
amount of red oak, some ash, hardwoods such as beech,
hard & soft maple and hemlock.  I had the cows out in



meadow stubble.  We went down to Post Office & over
to garage.  We had a delicious boiled pork supper with
boiled potatoes, peas & carrots.  Recd letter Jean Smith. 
This am I wrote Mr & Mrs Donald Skea, re thanking for
their hospitality Sat. night.  Harvey Every 75 a pre
recovered West Shokan associate died  Sat.am in
Kingston Hosp.  Funeral 2pm at Keyson Funeral Home. 
Burial in Stone Ridge.  The Associated Every & Hinkley
familys moved to Kingston during the reservoir
construction.

following newspaper article found  on this date in diary:
BRIGHT OBJECT IN SKY RESEMBLED FLYING
SAUCER
A bright object, which resembled a flying saucer, was
reported seen by observers in the sky at 3:30am Sunday,
according to Kingston State Police.
Trooper David Wachtel said among those who notified
troopers they had seen the object was David Arnold,
Simmons Park, Saugerties.
Trooper Robert Mackey also said he went to a rear door
of the Lake Katrine substation where he was on duty
after receiving the call, and he saw the bright object,
which reportedly moved in several directions in the west. 
Troopers Fred Cooper and W.E. Wiedermann also
watched the object until it sped away in a westerly
direction.
Troopers reported that Steward Air Force Base was
advised of the object, and a spokesman said he also had
received reports of the object and it was being checked.



Last Tuesday night, unidentified flying objects were
observed over a wide area from Northern New Jersey to
the lower Hudson Valley.  Observers said the object
looking like a moving star or satellite and was reported
bouncing up and down rather than traveling in one
direction.  That white light was also seen early
Wednesday morning.
One observer said the object was “fantastic” and that it
flitted about at tremendous speeds “like a shooting star.”

JANUARY 18  Tuesday  28/7am
26/12pm

Partly cloudy.  March like weather.  Northerly wind -
clear tonite.         Did daily routine. Walked thru the
Hinkley woods & across the road with logger Amasa
Peck, who went home noontime as his partner didn’t
show up.   This pm my lead job was cutting up the hog
down celler.  Ollie & I had a good supper.  She went to
bed.  I wrote Freeman News copy & cards Julia Rhoades
& Mrs. Currier.

JANUARY 19  Wednesday  26/7am
26/12pm

Mostly cloudy raw light snow flurries northerly wind. 
Light flurrys tonite.  The oak loggers came today &
hauled their 4th load.  This to Mayer Lumber Co.
Fleischmans.  Large prime red oak except one log.  I kept



pretty much busy with chores & checking along in
woods.  Recd letter Julia Rhoades.  Made out tax checks
tonite to Collector Margaret Kunkle, Samsonville. 
Home Farm $1200 assessed & value 25 acres  rate $80
$97.48    Hinkley Place or tenant house 43 acres value
$300   $24.37   = $121.85  Ollie Farm 43 acres assessed
$500    $40.62

JANUARY 20  Thursday  30/7am
32/12pm

Generally bright and sunny with some high cloudiness. 
Mild sap weather.  Pitch dark tonite.        Did daily
routine.  Went over along west woods boundary with
Amasa Peck.  The cut & trucked another load prime red
oak from back of Jacky Brook.  Had call from Ed
Aspinall Jr. Tilo Co house siding salesman.  We had
mashed potato - meat etc. supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
spent evng writing air letter to Mariam & enclosing $100
check for January.

JANUARY 21  Friday  30/7am
28/10pm

Except for some morning sunshine the day was chill
overcast with snow flurries.  Still Black overcast evng. 
Later stars broke out.         Paul Hallenbeck chain sawed
and dragged out logs from back part of woods.  I made 3
trips checking around.  Also pile split red oak wood
along end of barn.  4pm Ollie made trip to Joe the
butcher in Olive Bridge & had him grind sausage  meet 
22lbs. & bought 11 pounds ground beef to mix with the
11lbs of fat strips - Paid



JANUARY 22  Saturday  16/7am
30/11pm

Colder overnight.  Still chill sunny with gradually
thickening high overcast.  Blacked out evng.  Snow
forcast for tonite.          The loggers Amasa Peck & Paul
Hollenbeck & Walter Peck chain sawed and dragged out
beech, yellow birch, hard and soft maple & one red oak. 
Amasa Peck gave me check $76.77 for 2 last loads oak
taken to Mayes Lumber Co.  Ollie & I went down to
garage store & up to check around the house.  We had
good sausage & creamed potato supper.  Ollie went to
bed.  I read and took a bath.

JANUARY 23  Sunday  28/7am
30/11pm

Started snowing in night and continued till mid pm. 
There is full 7 inches & temp being a mild 34 setted
somewhat.  Wind starting up tonight.  I am minded that
Col.John B.Davis wrote in his 1853 -or ‘58 diary an
entry - “A snowy day -  at home.  No callers. Ollie rested
all am this pm processed sausage packages ribs etc for
freezer.  Also cooking headcheese meat.  We had good
veal & mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I spent
the pm other than doing chores & taking in firewood
writing Mrs. Knorpp and tonite Bro Fred Ronk of
Walden.  The snow burdens the trees heavily.



JANUARY 24  Monday  16/7am
22/11pm

Rather blustery with passing storm cloudiness &
generally sunny.  Crispy starlight evng. Rim of new
moon early over High Point.    There was considerable
road drifting and town and county snow plows were in
full operation.  Various area residents had their
driveways opened privately.  I broke out with the car
with little trouble pm.  We went over to garage & then
around the Brodhead loop calling on Charles & Belle
Wood, Carl & Rich Rosengren and Harlowe McLean. 
Ollie & I had good supper & she went to bed.  I spent the
evening writing letters to EH Munch in reply to long
awaited letter recd today.  His ex marine stepson Wm. D.
Johnson having very critical illness of  pneumonia & in
Govt Hosp.  Also sending him calendars - also recd
letters Miss _____ and Grayce Ellis (Ahrens)  Sent reply
card to Mrs. Currici

JANUARY 25  Tuesday  14/7am
14/11pm

Brilliant cloudless still - Perfect winter.  Growing new
moon settled behind South Mountain.     I did just usual
routine.  The loggers Amasa Peck & Paul Hallenbeck on
the job today & Peck hauled 2 loads mostly beech to
Lane’s Mill in Boiceville.  Latter pm Hallenbeck did me
a wonderful plowing out job in front of barn and garage. 
Ollie & I had milk toast & egg supper.  Joe Canfield
called up at 6:20 that his mother was having heater
trouble at her home near The Spillway & am plans to



attend IOOF installation in Phoenicia were blacked out. 
Ollie went to bed & I spent the evng writing reply to
Grayce Ellis.  I recd glasses from Nulife Products, but
had to return for exchange as these only a blur, too
strong.

JANUARY 26  Wednesday  4/7am
14/11pm

Stinging cold & light icy south wind.  Sun pretty much a
blur all day.  Thickening overcast latter pm pitch dark
still evng.          The loggers took a load to Lane Mill in
Boiceville am and also pm Fairbain Lumber Co.
Margaretville & left early.    Harlowe McLean called. 
Ollie heart acting up & rested a lot.  We had good
sausage, mashed potato and carrot supper.  She went
soon to bed.  I spent the evng writing return letter to
Addie & Virgil Winchell, recd today.  I talked with Pratt
Boice tonite.  His wife came home Sunday from
Benedictine Hosp where she was a heart attack patient 7
weeks.  His son Gordan also again home from hospital
but unable to work at all.

JANUARY 27  Thursday  14/7am
10/11pm

½” feathery snow in night.   Clear sunny stinging cold. 
Still.  Considerable cloudiness developed pm bright
moon over South Mtn. & snow squally, blustery.  Much



colder tonite.   I kept pretty much going  did chores, got
in firewood & made 2 trips over in woods where loggers
busy.  Two loads secondary logs - beech, soft maple,
yellow birch to Lane Lumber Co. Boiceville.  Most trees
past their prime, hollow or decayed center frequent. 
Ollie feeling some better, but no jittery nervous.  This
pm (I finally got  salt petre) & we got brine started for
hams & salt pork packed in salted jar.  Cure for hams &
bacon 10lbs salt, 3 oz salt petre & 3lbs brown sugar per
hundred meat.  We had good supper  - Ollie went to bed. 
I wrote letter to Mariam in reply to 2nd one recd today.

JANUARY 28  Friday  2/7am
8/11:30pm

Stinging blustery night with the ½ feathery snow
blowing and drifting.  Biting cold.  Practically cloudless
am considerable wind driven clouds pm & evng.       The
loggers hauled one load to Lane’s Mill in Boiceville &
the second of 1st class logs, soft maple to Margaretville. 
I did usual routine.  Didn’t let cows out today.  I finally
got the hams bacon & salt pork in brine.  We had hot
potato & onion stew for supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
wrote reply letters recd today to Lottie Slacknowitz &
Julia Rhoades.  Only caller Harlowe McLean.

JANUARY  29  Saturday  6/7am
14/11pm

Sunny this morning followed by thickening overcast. 
The sun a ghostly blur.  Wind light.  Set in snowing late
evng.         The loggers came this am & cut & snaked out
more trees, left noontime.  Amasa Peck paid me 190.13



bal to date.  Did daily routine & make 2 trips out in the
woods.  We had usual good supper.  Joe Canfield came
& spent the evng with us, but didn’t go to IOOF Lodge
as planned.  24 states each of Montana had sub zero
temp.  Recd letter Mrs. Knorpp.  She said that Mariam
even failed to call her up while in NY.

JANUARY 30  Sunday  14/6am
20/11pm

The snow storm that started last 11pm continued till mid
pm in fast diminished into the evng.  Became blustery
and drifting & our snow depth about 7”.  The storm is
widespread & paralyzing from the deep south.  Trains
stalled  Highways blocked.  Samsonville sector had
blowing & drifting thru am.  Road plows on the go go. 
The loggers came and got their caterpillar tractor this am
as precautionary measure.  Ollie & I had cabbage roll &
mashed potato supper.  She went right to bed.  I spent the
evng keeping the 2 stoves going, writing replies to Elsie
VanValkenburg, Vernon Beatty, card to Mrs. Knorpp.

JANUARY 31  Monday  20/7am
22/12pm

It was a wild windy night with changing gusts continuing
today.  Temp remained moderate.  Brilliant bulging
moon among wind driven clouds tonite.  The driveway
swept nearly out to road, snow blown nearly clean from



in front, west & north sides of barn.  An unusual
intermittently changing wind.  East end of barn drifted &
walk to barn.  I did necessary routine chores & getting in
wood etc.  Ollie pretty much rested.  Latter pm we went
to PO, garage 28A wind swept bare.  Small limbs &
twigs litter everywhere.  Town & Co road crews have the
plowing open.  Al Broadhead roof damage reported to
Ray Cruthers, Orrie Lyons Ins Companys deluged with
damage claims.  Thruway blocked Albany to Penn line. 
Washington  isolated & many areas snow bound from
Georgia north.  Citrus  crops in Flo hard hit.  Oswego
had 7 ½ ft snow.  Utica 55 in.  All up state NY
demoralized.  Most widespread NY State storm in recent
years.  Washington DC has 16” heaviest in 44 years &
Alabama cold records smashed with 2 - 4’      Recd &
answered letter to Gaye Longyear now 209 - E 164 St.
NYC   Also letter of sympathy to Vernon .  Inez Grislen 
2 of their grandchildren ______________________   in
L.I.   
This date 1933 Mariam & I went to New York for her to
enter training in St .Luke’s Hosp.  The family home has
broken & my heart heavy.

FEBRUARY 1  Tuesday  22/7am
24/11pm

Still blowing thru the night.  The house warming 
relented yesterday.  Developed a brilliant sunny day, but
cloudiness developed during pm.  Wind continued rather
keen, but the snow thawed in sun pm.  Tonite blur the
overcast high moon a ghostly.  Did as per usual routine
but didn’t let cows out.  This pm Ollie & I went down to



Olive Bridge, stopped at Joe the butcher, got 2 ½ lbs
ground hamburg @.50c & over 2lbs solid lean beef
ground for leaner sausage mix @.90c plus doz eggs .55c. 
 We then went down & called on old IOOF bro Oscar
Dudley who had a light heart attack or stroke last week. 
Harlowe McLean also came.  We were welcomed both
by Oscar, his wide awake 86 years old house keeper Mrs.
Della Barley.  On way home we also called at Helen  &
John Marshall & of course wined & welcomed.  After a
good hamburg, creamed potato supper Ollie went to bed. 
I did some reading.  Card to EH Munch & letter Grayce
Ellis.

FEBRUARY 2  Wednesday  22/7am
24/11pm

Dismal chill and overcast.  Brier woodchuck has brief
chances to view his wan shadow & then make the snow
fly around his warm & cozy burrow, scampering back for
another 6 weeks of winter.  The moon showed high &
ghostly tonite.  We had near an inch of snow during
night.        Only calls was Harlowe McLean this morning. 
This am a heavy column of black smoke arose from the
bad fire at Leslie Lewis, second hand lumber yard on
south  boulevard.  3 buildings, a car destroyed WGHT -
5pm area news report.  I did usual chore routine &
shoveled et al entrance of driveway, edged up by the
town plow.  Ollie pretty much rested, other than house



routine.  We had a delicious ____pork shoulder, mashed
potatoes, gravy & squash supper.      Mariam started
classes in St. Luke’s Hosp - 1933

FEBRUARY 3  Thursday  24/7am
24/11pm

Light snow in night & flurried along throughout the day
amid patches of dim sunshine.  Moon shone among
broken clouds & overcast.  The atmosphere today damp
& still.       The loggers Amasa Peck and Paul
Hallenbeck shoed up this am & cut up and hauled truck
load birch & red oak to Mayes Lumber Co in
Fleischman’s.  I finished writing a Freeman news copy. 
Also cards to Vernon Beatty  Lotte Slacknowitz and
David Lilly.  Ollie rested most of the day.  We had good
supper, veal steak, boiled potatoes, gravy & creamed
corn.  Ollie went right to bed.  I spent evng  getting start
with income tax ___   - old loyal IOOF brother - Oscar
Dudley, nearing 86, May 4th suffered an acute Trombosis
heart attack.  Dr. Anthony Tocco responded.  Oscar was
taken by ambulance 7pm to Benedictine Hosp.  The
amazing Russians made a soft landing on moon with
their Luna2 & succeeding in reflecting back close fotos
of the rough dusty surface.

FEBRUARY 4  Friday  16/6am
24/11pm

Damp chill still air.  Variable broken cloudiness &
sunshine.  Moon hazy tonite.     The loggers came this
am and took a load of soft maple logs to Fairbain
Lumber Co. Margaretville.  Paul Hallenbeck obligingly



cleaned our driveway & walk to barn & out to chicken
house.  Ollie didn’t do much today.  We went down to
garage & PO & got gas.  We had as usual a good supper,
sausage boiled potatoes & beans.  As usual Ollie went to
bed.  Hallenbeck brought me down this pm gallon Petri
Tokay 3.56.  He was inquiring about more lumber to cut. 
I called up Oscar Dudley’s housekeeper Mrs. Della
Barley tonite she said he is not very good.

FEBRUARY 5  Saturday  24/7am
14/12pm

Crispy clear atmosphere, with variable cloudiness. 
Brilliant FULL moonlight still cloudless evng. 
Did daily routine. Carried in overnite wood - no callers. 
This am I wrote complimentary news copy for Catskill
Mtn. Star, Saugerties.  Upon invitation by Charles Wood,
Ollie & I paid him a short social call pm while Belle was
at a Sunday School party.  My plans to attend IOOF
Lodge tonite went askew as Ollie had a spell of nervous
jitters.  We got sad report from Hazel Maier - from Cuba
NY that Frank Royce had underwent surgery & was
sewed up again - evidently cancer.  Poor Oscar Dudley
condition poor, had to be restrained with straight jacket
at Benedictine Hospital.  We had a belated lunch instead
of usual supper.  Ski resort snow conditions everywhere
excellent.



FEBRUARY 6  Sunday  8/7am
14/11pm

Light as day thru night, but glowing full moon.  Brilliant
crisp mid winter some cloudiness developed pm. 
Glowing moonlite evng.  Still cloudless.         Did chores
carried in wood, that was that.  Ollie finally got around
pm & back on couch right after supper.  Veal steak,
mashed potatoes, gravy & wax beans.  I spent the evng
reading some & writing.  Put up pkg of calendars &
newspaper & send Lottie Slacknowitz.  Jim Burgraf
came awhile pm.  A Heavenly perfect weekend after 2
snowy Sundays.

FEBRUARY 7  Monday  Zero/7am
14/11pm

Harlowe McLean had minus 4.  Watson Hollow road
minus 8  Woodland minus 21.  Coldest of winter. 
Cloudless moonlight still night. Brilliant & stinging cold,
some overcast developed during pm.  Moonlight behind
cloud interferences.         Did usual routine.  The loggers
returned, pulled logs together & latter pm took load to
Lane’s Boiceville.   Harry & Marie Stimsen stopped
early pm on way home from overnight in Cooperstown
where Harry & Larry Oulder entertained at NY State
Folklore Historical Society.  Harry paid $150.  They
played over tape recording of the program & took color
foto of our Lighted Christmas tree & cards.  Ollie had a
delicious prepared pancake & sausage supper with flour
gravy.  Ollie went to bed.  I worked on tax report. 
Amasa Peck paid me check 66.83 my 1/3 share of last



load logs to Margaretville, Fleischmans.  I sent Lottie
Slacknowitz pkg calendars & papers.

FEBRUARY 8  Tuesday  6/7am
14/11pm

Cloudless moonlike nite - olding moon settled over north
end South Mtn 8am.  Still brilliant cloudless day and
evening  moonlight.  There’s a hint of spring in the sort
of bluish look of surrounding nature.  Snow & ice
thawed in pm sun.      Did usual routine.  The loggers
were busy came rather late & cleaned up logs.   Early pm
Harlowe McLean  Ollie & I took a ride over to
Woodstock and visited & shopped at the Brand New
A&P store on Bradley Meadows.  Place crowded all thru
the opening day.  Also visited opening day at adjoining
opening of Woodstock branch of Rondout National Bank
a unit of the new shopping center.  Customers were few
at the Grand Union store diagonally up the street
opposite.  Coming back went up to Shady & called
congenially on Alf Evers.  Did up chores, had good
supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I wrote letter Lottie
Slacknowitz.  Recd letter Add Bell.

FEBRUARY 9  Wednesday  18/7am
30/11pm

Cloudy am faired away bright sunny pm.  Water stood in
puddles snow settled.  Mildest day - mildest of year. 



Starlight evng.  Still.          Did chores, split & carried in
wood.  This pm Ollie mixed and packaged 11lbs beef
sausage for freezer.  We had delicious veal steak mashed
potato & lima bean supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I sewed
up a torn blue jumper & did some reading.

FEBRUARY 10  Thursday  28/7am
44/11pm

Cloudy  mild, fields getting bare and water running. 
Softening light southerly wind.  Raining tonite & pitch
dark.         Paul Hallenbeck and Amasa Peck took their
log loading cable.  Would like to get more timber. 
Harlowe McLean called pm.  I did daily chores put cows
in pasture for exercise.  Ollie finished the assuaging job
for freezer.  We had another excellent griddle cake &
boiled pork supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I spent my evng
writing Grayce Ellis.

FEBRUARY 11  Friday  
48/12pm

Unseasonably mild unseasonably mild - extensive
January thaw.  Cloudy am  Sunny pm.  Starlight rather
blustery evng.         Did usual routine. This pm we went
to Stone Ridge accompanied by Harlowe McLean.  Ollie
& Harlowe McLean paid office call at Dr. Tocco’s.  She
got re stocked on Digitalis and we then called on Vernon
Beatty.  Stopped at Accord (Carle’s Store).  Cecile
Whittaker’s Package store, home via Samsonville.  Went
down to garage & got gas.  We had  good pancake
supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I wrote Mrs Currier besides
having a nap -  & card Addie & Virgil Winchell.



FEBRUARY 12  Saturday  38/7am
32/12pm

Still mild not so warm as yesterday. Mostly cloudy, with
pale afternoon sunshine. Starlight overhead evng.
Kept pretty much busy with chores and odd jobs.  Ben
VanWagenen of Lomontville delivered me a pair of
about 8 weeks old pigs, weighing 46lbs. Paid $25.00.  
Ollie talked with Jean Smith.  She and Robert came up to
Ledgerock for the weekend.  She is bothered with
asthma.  Ollie & I had tomato soup supper.  I went to
IOOF Lodge with Joe Canfield, Eddie Hess & James
McTage to IOOF Lodge - the latter 3 with Edward Gille
of Ashokan were candidates for the Initiatory Degree
which was conferred.  Refreshments followed.  Ollie
talked on fone with Jean.  She & Bob are up for weekend
at Ledgerock.

FEBRUARY 13  Sunday 32/7am
36/11pm

Snow storm set in before day break with a sodden fall of
3 clinging inches & changed to rain. Continued into the
evng - broke away stars shining 11:15.        Slippery
travel conditions kept town and county snow plows
operating. Fields slushy, water everywhere.  A genuine
stay in the house day other than chores.  I did
considerable reading, wrote Vernon Beatty & started



Freeman news copy.  Ollie rested & read.  We tuned in
to various news and religious programs.  We had a good
A&P store “Turkey Pie” supper with peas, baked
potatoes.

FEBRUARY 14  Monday 34/6am
32/11pm

Part cloudy, bright sunshine. Northerly wind. Quieted
evng, starlight. Snow melted and water ran.
Did daily chore routine - This pm we went up to
Boiceville Hardware Store and bought covered tin  slow
kettle $1.59 for Joe & Wanda Canfield also presented a
card for their 10th wedding anniversary.  IOOF Public
Installation tonite at Saugerties.  Ollie had stomach upset
supper time & didn’t eat supper till late.  I had boiled
potato & cabbage roll & coffee.  Old IOOF Brother
Oscar Dudley joined Shokan Lodge Oct 1902, oldest
living member died 8:30pm at Benedictine Hospital
without really gaining  conscious ness after being
admitted Feb 3rd.  His adored granddaughter Mrs.
Marilyn Dudley Cook was at his bedside.  Oscar was
nearing his 86th birthday, May 8th.  He was under the care
of his long time (14 years) Dr. Anthony J. Tocco.  About
9pm the fire alarm sounded & Olive units hastened to
Watson Hollow due to the burning of the Robert
Johannsen barn (formerly Ernest Eckert’s)         Before
breakfast I cleaned the stove & pipes & burnt out the
chimney.  Recd Valentine card Barbara M_______      
Lena Smith & Robert Pleasants married at her home by
Rev. Edward W. Minne, 49 years this pm.



FEBRUARY 15  Tuesday  36/7am
34/11pm

It was snowing this morning & continued till messy
toward noon when sun broke thru with variable pm
overcast.  Wind light damp raw air becoming colder pm.
Starlight evng.              Did usual routine, put the cows
down in pasture for exercise.  This pm Ollie & I went up
to Watson Hallow to see the wreckage of Robert
Johannsen’s barn that burned last 9pm with all it’s
contents including 2 tractors.  The 3 cows were saved. 
They went down to Gus Korittkie’s for shelter. 
According to Bob’s wife he had been working on one of
the tractors & caused a short circuit.  Very fortunately the
house was saved.  No insurance on tractors or other farm
equipment took the bike cycles, skiis etc.  We then went
down to Olive Bridge & made purchases at Boice’s
store, then went down to pay our respects at Oscar
Dudley’s home & saw Burton, his new wife Bea Brown
& the heart saddened housekeeper Mrs. Della Barley, 86. 
We later had pancake & sausage.  Ollie went to bed. 
Recd letter Vernon Beatty & Lottie Slackowitz

FEBRUARY 16  Wednesday  24/6am
34/11pm

Snow storm settled in early before 7 and continued
practically all day, a clinging wet slippery storm,
overcast evng with a few stars shining late.  Temp



moderated slowly - Roads slushy, slippery.  Town and
county snow crews had busy day.  A stay  indoors day.  I
wrote several letters and cards.  Went up on the hill &
checked around Ollie’s house down to P.O. & only to
garage.   This evng Joe Canfield took Ollie & I, Edward
Weldt & Harlowe McLean to Humiston’s parlor in
Kerhonkson where 19 members of Shokan Lodge
No491, led by Harlowe McLean as Noble Grand, myself
Chaplain led in conducting the IOOF service.  This was
followed by the Olive Fire Dept of which Bro. Oscar
Dudley was an honorary member led by Rev. Hoyt
Ashokan ME minister.  Coming back we stopped for
refreshments at Shurter’s grill in Olive Bridge.

FEBRUARY 17  Thursday  24/7am
18/11pm

 Cleared away much colder & windy during night. Roads
icy this am & weather snow squally was more sunny pm
but raw blustery north wind.  Clear still tonite.  
 Alonzo Davis took the bearers, Ray Osterhoudt,
Harlowe McLean, John Marshall, Ezra Silkworth &
myself to Humiston’s for Oscar Dudley’s funeral service
at 1pm.  Rev Merton S. Cady, former Olive Bridge
pastor delivered a well deserved eulogy.  Interment was
in Fairview Stone Ridge windswept cemetery.  His
canopied graveside was  cold & windswept.  Ollie went
with Helen Marshall & party.  Coming back Burton
Dudley asked us to stop at the house for sandwiches,
cake & coffee.  Present there as guests were John, Helen
Marshall, Ezra & Janie Silkworth, Ollie, Harlowe,
myself.  Jane Fox serving hostess.  The family group



included Burton, Bea & Marie Brown, Marilyn Cook -
Bea’s father & mother, Mr & Mrs Chester Brown of
Modena & Mrs. Della Barley. 
Ollie & I had milk toast supper & she as usual went to
bed.  Recd letter & birthday card Ada Bell & Mr & Mrs
Vernon Haskins.

FEBRUARY 18  Friday  12/7am
22/11pm

Cloudless wintry am with some cloudiness developing
during day.  Still. Few stars showing tonite.
Ollie & I went to Kingston with Harlowe McLean.  Ollie
& I went to Social Security Office & I signed up for the
over 65 Medi-Care Program.  Did considerable up town
shopping including A&P Market on Hurley Ave.  On
way home we called on Burton Dudley & “fiancee” Bea
Brown.  The 86 year old housekeeper in who both she
and Bea Oscar were mutually devoted was making ready
to return to where she formerally lived in Ellenville. 
Altho she ruled with an apparent iron hand, her case
seems pathetic.  We had good supper, Ollie went to bed. 
I napped awhile & read papers.

FEBRUARY 19  Saturday  14/7am
8/11pm

Stinging cold still.  Overcast with dim sunshine. Snow
squally latter pm, stars shone tonite.



Did usual chore routine. Latter pm we went down to
store, garage, up on the hill to check.  This evng I went
with Joe Canfield to IOOF Lodge.  By direction of Noble
Grand Alex Adami, Warden Lester Lawrence draped the
charter in memory of Bro Oscar Dudley & I offered
prayer and spoke briefly.   We were back before 10 oco
only 7 present.  Ollie kept the home fires burning.

FEBRUARY 20  Sunday  minus 4/6am
14/11pm

Coldest weather of the winter. Stinging cold with
variable overcast.  Starlight breezy evng.
Due to a misunderstanding between Ollie & Jean Smith
made a week ago they did not come for supper last nite. 
Gaye’s “boyfriend” Gary Robinson with Peace Corp
connections with a rented car is with them.  So instead
Jean invited us there for a dinner  visit.  Robert served
generous and  stong Manhattans.  Ollie was taken sick &
had to lie down without eating dinner.  So anyway
Robert drove us home, Gary followed.  Robt showed him
my guns, fired off the old flint lock.  I took a nap then
did chores & we, Ollie & I ate supper.  She went to bed. 
I kept going till after 11 reading & writing.

FEBRUARY 21  Monday  14/7am
14/11pm

Continued wintry everywhere.  Variable high cloudiness
with intermingling brilliant sunshine. Starlight evng with
Howling wind over along High Point.         Recd a
welcome batch of birthday cards & letters.  An air letter
card from Mariam  a lovely needed soft flannel sport



shirt with flap pockets from Lottie Slacknowitz.  I took
the pm & wrote Mariam an reply with enclosed check
$100 for Daisy’s Feb maintainance  & thank you to
Lottie.  This am I sent out desk calendars etc to several,
Mrs. Currier, Grayce Ellis, Cornelia.  This pm Harlowe
McLean called & took my 2 letters down to P.O.  Ollie
& I had a kraut & mashed potato supper.  She went to
bed tired out after making cakes & preparing for my
birthday party scheduled a day ahead, tomorrow pm.  I
was dead tired & had a nap & then got going & read
awhile.

FEBRUARY 22  Tuesday  24
24/11pm

Variable cloudiness & bright sunshine. Wind light. A
clearing trend developed latter pm and the rim of the new
moon settled 6:30 over South Mtn.  Later clouded over.    
    We had a pleasant one day previous (like last year)
celebrating my 76th birthday.  We had a surprise visit by
Julia & Robert Rhoades & 4 year old Dickie and as
invited Harry & Marie Siemsen, Mart Eckert, Barbara
Moncure and Alf Evers.  We had music & singing by
Harry & Barbara, and I sang along a few songs.  Ollie
served my time honored candle decorated birthday cake
& a marble cake with cherrys on top made by Marie - ice
cream & tea - liquid refreshments included.  Barbara &
Alf brot qt. Par___ choice whiskey.  I ate no supper &



Ollie some tomato soup.  I spent the evng reading from
Legends of the Shawangunk.  Ollie went to bed.

FEBRUARY 23  Wednesday  16/7am
24/11pm

MY 76TH BIRTHDAY   
Brilliant serene cloudless calm. Starlight evng with
growing rim of new moon over S.Mtn  Later overcast.
My birthday passed quietly.  Entertained pm calls by
Ruth & Carl Rosengren & Harlowe McLean & early
evng Jim Burgraff.  Recd 32 cards & notes - including
Addie Winchell & Reggie Davis & answered the latter
tonite.  I recall Mother said I was born on Sunday night 9
ocolock, Dr. BB Bloom officiating.   
We had good supper as usual.  Ollie went to bed.  I staid
up till after 11:30.  Recd lovely Father’s birthday card
and letter from Cornelia.  Said she was taken to hospital
semi conscious Feb 11th and had large tumor removed
Feb 13th.  Had been hemorrhaging over a month similar
to her mothers case in March 1945.  Was now home but
very weak.  All were greatly worried and had been very
sick..   I wrote reply get well card & letter & had mailed
this pm.

FEBRUARY 24  Thursday  20/7am
30/11pm

Chill thawing overcast with sun shining thru till latter
pm.  Set in snowing early evng & continued into night. 
A quiet day, recd  birthday cards & letter Julia Rhoades. 
Wrote letters and cards - Recd lovely birthday card from
Mariam, one Jeannie had bought in SanAntonio for me,



taken to Mexico by mistake.  A check for $25.00 was
enclosed.  Ollie & I had a quiet restful day.  Went down
to post office & garage pm & took Joe some birthday
cake.  Also went on the hill & checked Ollie’s home. 
Had cows down in pasture for exercise yesterday &
today.

FEBRUARY 25  Friday  30/6am
34/11pm

Overnight snow storm petered out before noon.  A
clinging snow heaviest in years.  13-14 inches generally.
Sun broke thru before 1pm.  Somewhat windy tonite &
stars overhead.  Wide area schools closed.  The snow
clings to shrubbery and  ____ like balls of cotton.  Town
and County roads open.  A tremendous task.  Light mail -
no Freeman.  We wrote this am to Addie & Virgil
Winchell in reply to card & letter.  Accord Farmers Co
op truck broke track to barn pm & brot 50 lbs Govt corn
- grinding & delivery $1.75 paid.   I finished Alf Every’s
keenly interesting book  Legends of The Shawangunks 
and Its Envoirs.  Started reading Olive Free Library Book
- Crisis In The Catskills History of the Ante Rent War in
1844

FEBRUARY 26  Saturday  32/7am
32/11pm



Mostly cloudy am. Gradually cleared brilliant pm
Northerly wind thawing off roofs.  Cloudless evng with
growing crescent moon.        Did usual chore routine &
got the driveway shoveled out.  Harlowe McLean came
& give me a hand pm.  Ollie & I took a run down to
garage latter pm.  We had a delicious pancake & gravy &
roast pork supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I had my Sat nite
bath & changed underwear, took a nap & at 9:30 got up
and around.  I wrote cheery get well card to Frank Royce
in Cuba NY hosp.  His condition is bad.  Recd letter
Grayce Ellis.  Freeman came today, but no more birthday
cards.

FEBRUARY 27  Sunday  24/7am
30/11

Cloudless, serene & still snow glistening in sunlight. 
Started hazing over pm & moon was dim early evng but
later faired away.         Snow settling & melting.  Snow
melted off south barn roof without sliding.  Did usual
chores & shoveled out upper side of entrance by mail
box.  Harlowe McLean called am.  Ollie & I went down
to garage 4pm & got NY Sunday news at store.  I
finished up my birthday observance with a steak and
mashed potato & boiled onion supper.  Ollie went to bed. 
After exercising 35 minutes spent the evng writing
Vernon Beatty & card to Mrs. Knorpp.

FEBRUARY 28  Monday  36/7am
34/11pm

Cloudy thawing but raw air off the reservoir.  Set in
raining lightly mid pm continued into night.        



Recd letter Gaye Longyear reprimanding me for
misconduct  Sunday pm the 20th at Ledgerock.  I wrote to
Jean & Robt Smith & enclosed her letter for their
appraisel.  Also wrote card to Mrs. Currier & mid pm we
took mail down to P.O.  No callers today.  We had good
potato & sardines supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I got
together our income tax figures to send Jean Smith for
compiling.

MARCH 1  Tuesday  40/7am
36/10pm

We had over an inch of rain during night & March came
in mild but blustering.  The snow noticeably has settled
& water running.  Pretty much cloudy, snow squally
latter pm & evng.  There were occasional breaks of
sunshine.         I got the tax data sent to Jean Smith.  Got
in some reading. Put cows out in pasture pm for exercise. 
This pm I looked over a box of old school & Sunday
school books in attic - oldest dated 1825.  We went down
to Garage mid pm for 5 gal gas $1.56.  Ollie had a
delicious roast chicken, gravy, baked potato & peas
supper.  She went to bed.  I stuck it out till 10:30 reading
Crisis In The Catskills.  Recd a belated birthday card
from Geo. & Katherine Carr.  Recd letters Vernon Beatty
& Lottie Slacknowitz & wrote each a card.

MARCH 2  Wednesday  32/7am



Indeed a mild night but not cold meerly  freezing.
Brilliant cloudless gusty windy day & somewhat
diminished tonite.  There is a glowing high riding well
bulging moon.        Did usual routine. Put the 2 cows
down in pasture pm for exercise.  Dr. Gilbert
Hoppenstedt of Rosendale paid us a long promised  mid
pm.  He got the Jersey 1st calf heifer 2 shots & left jar of
powdered medication to give teaspoon full with fed
twice daily.  He made no charge.  Ollie & I had a
delicious potato stew supper.  She went to bed as usual. 
I spent the evening writing Freeman news copy.

MARCH 3  Thursday  32/7am  
32/12pm

Mild still (wind got blowed out)  Variable high overcast
with sunshine.  Clear evng high moon nearing full.
Did daily chore routine. We went down to garage mid
pm & P.O.  Harlowe McLean did some Kingston
shopping for us - partly A&P.   Got  pork shoulder & 4
strips bacon hung up & smoke started.  We had savory
roast piece of shoulder & boiled potato  supper.  At 7:30
as Ollie got sick to stomach & had to lie down.  I got in
some reading Crisis In The Catskills & finished 1a.m. 
Recd 1st March copy Readers Digest.

MARCH 4  Friday  34/7am
36/12pm

Deary foggy all day & evng almost drizzle or light rain.    
  A good day to stay indoors.  Kept smoke house going.  I
did some reading in new March Digest -  including the



Last Battle of War2.   PM callers were Geo.Pearson
cattle dealer, the versatile, congenial loggers, Amasa
Peck & Paul Hollenbeck & paid $1 for each 2 load of
logs.  Ollie & I had a cod fish steak supper.  She went to
bed.  I took a nap till 10:30 then pulled myself together,
did some reading and cooked my spider of breakfast mix.

MARCH 5  Saturday  36/7am
36/12pm

Dismal foggy still.  Chill. Rainy light to moderate.
Seasons first thunder shower  period latter pm.  The fog
cleared during evng. Moon shone. Did usual routine, put
the cows in pasture for exercise pm.  Wrote
complimentary news copy to Catskill Mtn Star am.  Recd
letter Elsie VanValkenburgh with current issue
Grahamsville Townsman.  We had light supper milk
toast.  Joe Canfield failed to pick me up to go to IOOF
Lodge so after waiting till near 9 oco. Ollie & I went to
Olive Bridge with the Plymouth.  She stayed with John
& Helen Marshall & I went up to the lodge room but the
service was over.  P.D.D. Harlowe McLean gave the
secret work of the 1st  2nd 3rd Degrees to Edward Gille &
Donald Skea.

MARCH 6  Sunday  32/7am
28/11pm



We had a fresh ground whitening snow this morning
followed by screened sunshine & more flurring pm. 
Cleared evening full moon last night.  Its maple sap
weather.  Snow practically gone from Exposed areas. 
Did chore routine - put cows down in pasture lot for
exercise.  This pm Charles Wood called up to come over
for refreshment on occasion of his 76th birthday.  He
stayed about an hour.  Belle was to Sunday School &
church.  We had a tomato soup supper. Ollie went to
bed.  I took nap in chair.  IOOF Past Grand Arthur
Sampsen called up early evng asking me to say Grace at
the Sat nite IOOF testimonial dinner and in lodge
meeting present.  50 yr service to Harlowe McLean.

MARCH 7  Monday  26/7am
24/11:30pm

Raw light northerly wind. Mostly cloudy, snow squally.
Hazy moon tonite grouping its way among clouds.  Later
cloudless.   Harlowe McLean came this am & we
weighted “Smoky” calf 185lbs.    
Did usual chores & odd job routine. Ollie kept most of
time on her couch.  We had new smoked bacon and
boiled potato & carrot supper.  Ollie went back to bed.  I
took ½ hour walking & bending exercise & spent the
evng reading & writing letter to EH Munch.

MARCH 8  Tuesday  20/7am
24/11pm

Clear cold moonlite nite.  Brilliant sunny day, scattered
high clouds.  Acts a weather breeder.  Raw still snowy
air. Cloudless brilliant moonlite evng.          Did usual



routine - Ollie pickled jar pig feet.  This pm we made
brief calls on Carl Rosengren and Harlowe McLean. 
Stopped coming back at Ollie’s.  I trimmed up the old 
tough bushy lot of wind wreck 150 year old? Spitzenberg
apple tree above the road.  It was a fierce sweeping wind
along the mountain from High Point.  Had light supper. 
Ollie has usual stomach sick.  She went to bed.  I spent
evng writing Barbara Monsure.  Recd letter Lottie
Stacknowitz.

MARCH 9  Wednesday  14/6am
24/12pm

Still - raw snowy air, hazily sunny. Cloudless bright
declining moonlight tonite.         I feel tired & achy & not
up to par.  Did daily routine - that was it.  Ollie dragging
along too.  We made brief trip down to P.O. & over to
garage pm.  Joe was busy.  No chance to talk.  Had good
as per usual supper.  Hungry Jack griddle cakes &
chicken gravy.  Ollie went to bed.  I had nap & spent
evng writing.

MARCH 10  Thursday  24/7am
24/12pm

Pleasantly sunny, few clouds, just a bit hazy.  Light wind
from north. Cloudless tonight. Real spring like pm  Good
maple sap weather, brings fond memories.      Did daily
routine - wrote a letter to Jean & Robt Smith - made trip



to P.O.  Recd letter that my tax records sent 1st class
March 1 had not arrived.  This pm we went over to see
Mart & Anna Eckert, got a haircut.  Then went on the
hill & cleaned up wind broken limbs & branches.  Had
cows out for exercise.  Recd letter Addie & Virgil
Winchell & one from Vernon Beatty.

MARCH 11  Friday  24/7am
34/11pm

Dismal still overcast day & black as Satan tonite.  Raw
damp chilling air.  Lazy snow squalls on mtns.  Temp
hung mid thirties.         Did daily routine bucked up limb
wood from Ollie’s & cleaned up wind fallen hemlock top
inside pasture barn.  Had cows out for exercise pm. 
Ollie rested pretty much of day & evng.  We had good
mashed potato, parsnips & sausage supper.  I spent evng
writing Addie & Virgil Winchell.  Ollie old Mascovy
______   _______  disappeared today.  A barking dog
was snooping around tonite.

The following newspaper article found in diary for this
date:
Today is Friday,  March 11, the 70th day of 1966.  There
are 295 days left in the year.
Today’s highlight in history:     On this date in 1888, the
great blizzard of that year began.  It raged until March
14, leaving drifts from 10 to 20 feet in the middle
Atlantic states and New England.  More than 400 lives
were lost.
On this  in 1794, the first appropriation was made for the
construction of the U.S. Navy



In 1865, Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman occupied
Fayetteville, N.C.

MARCH 12  Saturday  30/7am

ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREAT BLIZZARD OF
1888
A clinging wet snowy day & continued into the night
mixed with sloppy rain & snow.  5” had fallen at 4pm
Town and County sanding crews and snow plows
operating.  Roads hazardous. Home bound other than
chores.  Ollie rested most of day.  This evng I went with
Eddie Hess, James McTage, Donald Skea & Joe Canfield
to 6:30 IOOF testimonial roast beef supper and lodge
meeting following in honor of Harlowe McLean.  Due to
the storm only about 28 present.  I offered Invocation,
led in singing  a verse Blest Be The Tide That Binds. 
Grand Lodge Instructor,                    and a present & past
Dist Deputy came from Schenectady.  The meeting was
declared open for the speaking and presentation by me of
50 year membership jewel to Past District Deputy
Harlowe Mclean.  Arthur Sampsen was Master of
Ceremonies.  Bro McLean was highly commended,
impressively reserved.  Pictures were taken by Art
Sampsen, Stanley  Kosyjansky - also specially noted was 
Wm Feltman 58 year member.  Also Present Deputy
Bernard Drefin and Chaplain Barkley VanTassel



MARCH 13  Sunday  30/6am
28/11pm

Fully 9 inches of the wet clinging snow has fallen.  It
peters out during the night.  A vivid reminder of “1888.” 
Cleared evng  Stars brilliant. Dismal threatening day.       
 A stay indoors day.  Did chores shoveled path to barn. 
Majestic snow scenery.  This date in ‘88 2nd day of wild
blizzard.  Jack & Jim Ostrander from Lanesville called
pm (broke road in drive) prospective buyers of  Buster
Buck Angus bull.  He was a year old 7th.  Ollie had baked
stuffed spareribs mashed potatoes & was bean supper. 
She went to bed.  I had house walking ½ hour exercise,
then spent evng writing Addie & Virgil - Vernon Beatty
card to Julia Rhodes.

MARCH 14  Monday  24/7am
36/10pm

Calm and brilliant sunshine sparkling on the snow. 
Slight overcast. Moderating slowly. Cloudless starlight
evng.        The snow blanket softened but crusted up as
the sun set.  Did chore routine & relaxed.  Put the cows
out pm for exercise.  We had good supper ham & boiled
potatoes etc.  Ollie went to bed as usual.  I exercised ½
hour did some reading in Capt. Hickey’s History of
Kingston.  Also got ham from brine to soak salt out over
night.

MARCH 15  Tuesday  34/7am
30/10pm



Brilliant cloudless. Tansy light northerly wind  Cloudless
evng.  Excellent sap day.     Did daily routine & little
else.  Tired and achy.  Harlowe McLean did some A&P
Kingston shopping for us.  He gave me a hand hanging
up the 2 hams & shoulder & I got smoke going good. 
Ollie had good supper hamburgers, mashed potato.  She
went to bead & I soaked my tired & aching feet an hour. 
Did some reading in Hickey’s story of Kingston.  Recd
letter Lottie Stucknovitz and Vernon Beatty.

MARCH 16  Wednesday  20/7am
20/12pm

Continued cloudless & calm day & evng.  Thawing in
sun. Cold again tonite.         Did daily run of chores &
kept the ham smoke going.  We went over to Garage &
P.O. pm briefly.  Ollie had potato stew supper.   I
accompanied Joe Canfield to Kingston evng.  He and
Schuyler Weidner recd their Mark Master Degree in Mt.
Horeb Chapter No75 RAM.  I mailed “get well” card in
Kingston to Frank Royce.  Crowds flocked the opening 
of Caldron Dept store near Montgomery Wards & IBM
Plant in Town of Ulster.

MARCH 17 Thursday  20/7am
26/11pm  40/12pm

Continued cloudless other than _____ high haze
developing pm,  Light south westerly wind pm.  Still



cloudless evng. - became windy.  The snow took a
licking this pm with the sunny east side ground bare.
Did chores, kept ham smoke going.  We took a ride up
over the hill pm called on Carl Rosengren and Harlowe
McLean & over to garage & say hello to Joe.  Recd letter
Addie & Virgil Winchell.  Belle Wood called up at
8:40pm that she recd a fone call from June - Jesse
Burgher’s oldest daughter that our beloved and long time
friend Frank Royce died at 12:30 noon in Cuba NY
hospital of cancer.  Frank was 77 last Sept. 3rd.

MARCH 18  Friday  32/7am
56/11pm

Barely froze last night, became progressively warmer
with south westerly wind.  Hazily sunny and cloudless
day, evng.  Mildest weather of the winter.  Snow gone
from open fields  & exposed areas.       
Did chores, kept smoke going. Went over in edge woods
and split up several blocks of wood pm for exercise. 
Harlowe McLean called early pm, helped replace last
ring from Bubbles,  Jr. cows nose.   Ollie did some
washing.  We had good ham & potato supper.  I got
sleepy & laid down, didn’t get roused up till past 11 oco. 
Answered Addie W letter with card.  Also wrote Mr &
Mrs Clifford F____.  Recd letter Grayce Ellis.

MARCH 19  Saturday  46/7am
38/11pm

Gloomy & damp this am, tried to rain. Gradually sunnied
away pm  Starlight  still evng. 



The snow disappeared like magic during the night even
in the woods.  Reservoir icy looks deteriorating & soggy. 
Had cows out pm for exercise.  Did usual routine. Kept
the ham smoke going. Went over in woods pm &
slapped up blocks.  We  had usual good supper.  Ollie
went to bed. I spent the evng writing Grace Ellis.

MARCH 20  Sunday  36/7am
38/11pm

Dense fog this morning obscured reservoir and
mountains which by 9:30 had lifted like a curtain.  Later
partly cleared, wind light stars dim tonite - Rather sour
day.         We went no where. Harlowe McLean called
twice. Did daily routine. Finished reading Capt. Hickeys
Story of Kingston from early Dutch settlement to Queen
Juliana’s of the Netherlands visit in 1952.  Contains
much historical interest.  We had good supper boiled
potatoes and roast spare ribs.  Ollie went to bed.  I wrote
Jean & Robt. Smith & Vernon Beatty.  Mrs. Spencer
Jones 82 of Olive Bridge in apparent good health for her
age, suffered a heart attack about 1am and died in car
enroute to hospital.

MARCH 21  Monday  34/7am
32/12pm

Spring entered demurely.  The day and evening cloudless
- a light snowy air was wafted from the ice bound



reservoir.  I note open water above Weidner’s Point. 
Except for scattered drifts there is no snow to be seen
other than High Point range & Wittenbergs.            I feel
tired and achy and let the lovely day pass by doing
chores and resting.  Harlowe McLean called & chatted. 
He said sap didn’t run.  During pm we made brief trip
over to Garage & on the hill.  Am informed that logger
21 year old Reese Smith, Jr. of Phoenicia had his back
broken by a falling tree.  Ollie had a creamed potato &
cheese omelet supper & then went to bed.  I spent my
evening working on replacement Income Tax report.

MARCH 22  Tuesday  34/7am
34/11pm

A light drizzle this am. Hazily overcast with occasional
brief periods of screened sunshine.  Pitch dark still evng.  
      The reservoir is getting sodden & in some places
flooded, but considerable higher than during winter.  It
was practically a do nothing day, no wood to split, just
chores & ____ around.  We went up to see Hazel Maier
pm.  She & Marsh had a long hard trip going Saturday
for Frank Royce’s funeral Sunday pm.  So many flowers
from Firemen & other organizations.  The brot home the
beautiful $20.00 basket of white                that the John
Lamberts, Belle Wood - Marsh & Hazel - Ollie & I
presented as a token of old friendship.  It seems old
fireman were forgotten and Frank  willed everything to
his house tenant a Mrs. Winchell former nurse at Cuba
Hosp.  Ollie went to bed after supper.  I spent my evng
writing Vernon Beatty & Elsie Van Valkenburgh.



MARCH 23  Wednesday  36/7am
42/11pm

Thunder shower in night. Cloudy dismal dense fog this
morning.  Raw damp air off ice sodden reservoir.
Chores as usual.  We had a small hootenanny during pm. 
Mart Eckert came 1 oco. & trimmed up my hair.  Harry
and Marie Siemsen came with their tape recorder &
taped a series of Mart’s storied experience in his long
and eventful life.  Harlowe McLean also came & took
part in the recording.  I also added some of mine.  Later
Harry & I did a few songs to his guitar accompaniment. 
I had light supper, Ollie was pretty tired and ate late.  Mr.
James Pieffer of Saugerties road called to look at the
heifer and smoky calf but wasn’t interested.

MARCH 24  Thursday  40/7am
36/11:30pm

Some rain 6” rain in night. Dismal foggy morning.
Dismal foggy rain misty weather.  Brief shower early
evng & few thunder rumbles.  Somewhat windy - turning
colder rapidly from 52 degrees. 
Pretty much a house bound day so drizzily damp.  Did
chores & cleaned out where the barn door  runs back &
forth under wood shed.  The bent in old metallic roofing
has been scraping door till I could get the wood cleaned
out behind it.  During pm we went down to P.O. over to



garage, around the barn by Harlowe McLean’s---Ollie
had good pancake “Hungry Jack” & spare ribs & gravy
supper.  As usual she went right to bed.  I had ½ hour
walking exercise, then spent my evng reading Albany
Times Union & writing Vernon Beatty, in reply to card.

MARCH 25 Friday  32/7am
26/11pm

The vast reservoir ice field has disappeared over night. 
Flow packs may be seen at the lower end.  The weather
was mostly cloudy cold & somewhat Blustery, but
became cloudless evng.  Did chore routine. This pm we
accompanied Harlowe McLean on a scenic round about
trip to Woodstock & up over the Ohayo Mtn Road.  We
noted that the east baison ice field, though showing signs
of break up remains intact except a space of open water
below the Dividing Weir - We visited the Grand Union
& A&P markets, where at the latter Ollie did her
shopping.  We visited the home of Alf Evers in Shady
shared by the former Bending mill & Glass factory. 
Ollie prepared a good supper then went to bed.  I spent
my evng Vernon Beatty and starting Alf Evers new book 
Body Boats & Britches.  I recd a letter from a prospective
parolee at Green Haven Prison  desiring any kind of
employment by 27 year old - 8th grader. Arthur P. Doyle
The Esopus is quite high & riolly, indicating melting
snow, heavier rain in mtn. area.  

MARCH 26  Saturday  26/7am
34/11pm



Some sunshine during morning miserable nasty driving
wet snow pm from High Point quarter, melting as it fell. 
Had some rain evng.        A raw damp stay indoors day,
did chores & that was it.  I did considerable reading in
Alf Evers new loaned NY State 1939 - reprint Folklore
Book Body Boats and Britches.  We had good moderate
supper.  Boiled potatoes, kraut & beans.    I attended
IOOF lodge evng. With Jim McTague, Edward Hess &
Don Skeet who picked me up & brot me home.  P.D.D.
Harlowe McLean gave the 1 - 2nd - 3rd Degree secret
work short form to Bros. Hess & McTague.  I presented
copys of Constitution & By Laws & IOOF lapel pins.

MARCH 27  Sunday  24/7am
20/11pm

Stinging north wind. Fresh plastering of snow on mtns.
Bright sunny with scattered high clods.  Brilliant crescent
cloudless moon tonight & windy .  Winter all over again. 
       A sit by the fire today.  Did only chore routine. I feel
so tired & achy, neck sore & stiff.  I sat in sun by bay
west window & soaked up the sunshine & continued
reading  Body Book and Britches.  Ollie rested & we had
a delicious ham pot pie supper.  I spent the evng reading
writing etc.

MARCH 28  Monday  20/6am
24/11pm



Winter all over again. Raw northerly wind. Just barely
thawed, sap froze up.  Generally bright & sunny with
variable cloudiness.  Mountain snow squalls.  Part
cloudy tonite.    Another stay indoors day other than
doing chores.  I set in the sunny west bay window &
other than the Freeman continued reading with interest 
Body Book and Britches.  Tired & achy head rings, neck
crinks.  We had good mashed potato stewed veal &
gravy, carrot & pea supper.  Ollie rested today same as I
her aching tooth & as usual went to bed soon as we had
supper.  I sent Jean Smith the second batch of Income
Tax papers by Certified Mail.  Had fone call this am by
Dist Deputy Bernard Drefin.  Recd letters Jean Smith,
Lottie Slacknovitz  & wrote card & letter replys  tonite.

MARCH 29  Tuesday  24/7am
28/11pm

Moderating somewhat. Some high overcast but generally
sunny. Cloudless high riding glowing ½ moon tonite.
Rather crispy north wind.        I still feel sort of beat up,
head rings back and neck hurts.  Didn’t do much but
round of chores.  Harlowe McLean got us a shopping
order in Kingston.  We went over to garage,  Don’s store
& P.O. pm & up on the hill to check around.  We had
good supper potatoes & leftover ham potpie.  Recd letter
Vernon Beatty also Ellen Wilfris with her picture  Mrs.
Joe Canfield, Graduate Nurse from Bellevue Hospital, -
after 10 years of family home life, reactivated her
profession & has started employment at the Benedictine
Hospital



MARCH 30 Wednesday  34/7am
32/11pm

Messy weather wet High Point driving snow squalls &
light drizzle overcast & at times sun breaking thru. 
Moon hazy tonight thru veil of high overcast                
Another lazy day - just did routine.  This pm Ollie & I
went with Harlowe McLean and voted NO at the
Boiceville Onteora Central School bond building issue
$1,900,000.  The proposition was carried in a moderate
general vote 1435 to 881.   We had good ham potato &
pea supper.  Ollie went to bed, had toothache.  I spent the
evng with continued reading - Body Book & Britches. 
Recd letter Vernon Beatty and Mr & Mrs Clifford
Graves, telling of Frank Royce’s death & funeral.  He
was a distinguished member of Cuba Fire Dept - 55
years.  An Honor Guard stood at his casket & the first to
be buried in his Fireman’s uniform.

MARCH 31  Thursday  30/7am
30/11pm

Variable high cloudiness. Stingy wind northerly. 
Became brilliant cloudless evng.  High riding bulging
moon.           Did usual routine, had cows out in sun
behind garage.  During pm we made a brief trip over to
garage, store & P.O.  I also got 2 car trunk loads slabbed
chunks I had piled over handy in woods.  Ollie has



ulcerated teeth & didn’t eat supper.  I had potato stew. 
This evng among a group of IOOF members, Don Skea,
Ollie & I went to Humiston’s in Kerhonkson where
Harlowe as acting Noble Grand & me as Chaplain
conducted services at the bier of Bro. Carl Ullman.  Mrs.
Hazel Maier taken this am to Benedictine Hospital. 
Recd from Catskill Mtn Star 165 printed post card
notices for the Ulster Dist IOOF Grand Comm. Meeting
April 16 in Saugerties.  Recd air mail letter from
Mariam.

APRIL 1  Friday  30/6am
40/11pm

A wet snowy morning followed by a break away period
of afternoon sunshine followed by a period light rain
then evening drizzle.            I did usual routine, had cows
in pasture for exercise.  Ollie & I made a brief trip over
to garage & Davis store.  Ollie’s ulcerated teeth continue
their annoyance.  We had a good supper & she went to
bed, fagged out.  I spent the evng writing Freeman copy.  
11am Jewish Funeral service at Humiston’s for Carl
Ullman with interment in Krumville cemetery.   Snowy
opening for the trout fishing season.

APRIL 2  Saturday  32/7am
36/11pm

Chill northerly wind. Part to mostly cloudy. Cleared,
brilliant moon tonite - clearing developed latter pm
Was pleased that Herbie Cowan came with his chain saw
& cut up & hauled over from pile in woods by the rotted
manure 4 loads.  Also went up to Ollie’s house & made



estimate to repair the wind damage $40.00.  Ollie & I
had good sausage & mashed potato supper & she went to
bed.  I took a nap then got around & took a bath & did
some reading.  Recd letter Vernon Beatty.  Recd from
Ada Bell as for years past - 48th Annual Edition Casper
(Wyo) Star Tribune.  Maggie Jordan Delamater 92 of
28A found dead in bed this morning at the home of Mr &
Mrs Chas Nygaard in Winchell Dist where she spent the
winter.  Her younger brother Frank Jordan 86 died last
June.  Also dead today Floyd Gollman of West Hurley
77.  Blind & in failing health for some time.  He was
employed over 50 years by NY City.

APRIL 3  Sunday  36/6am
38/11pm

Sour and mostly cloudy with a sunny spell during pm. 
Overcast evng. Wind light northerly & mtn squally.
43 years ago tonite 11pm (was rainy) my steam saw mill
burned under the hill on 28A.  Entirely due to
carelessness on the part of Will Simpson, who was then 
living in present Swan Brewster home, who tho twice
warned by me when I left at 4pm - watch out for fire
tonite.  I went with Herman Weidner and Clayton
Burgher, where Clayton recd his 1st Degree in Masonry
at Kingston No.10.  Ollie & I went over to Henry
Merrihew’s & got a 70lb baby angus calf $15.00 Paid. 
We stopped at Harlowe McLean’s coming back.  Just did



chore routine - Ollie had a delicious ham pot pie supper
& she went to bed.  I spent part of pm & evng writing
reply air mail letter to Mariam, with Mother’s $100
check enclosed.  Then at 9:30 the fone rang, it was a call
from Jeannie Longyear speaking from San Antonio Tex
(temp 95)  Mariam & Bob also talked, having just
arrived from Mexico City & stay 10 days at St. Anthony
Hotel.

ARPIL 4  Monday  34/7am
34/12pm

Pleasant day but chill an light wind.  Variable cloudiness 
& sunshine.  Almost full moon playing hide & seek
among the broken high clouds tonite.             Did usual
routine & started splitting wood.  This am I got out
birthday cards to Addie Winchell, Marilyn Cook.  Get
well to Hazel Maier in Benedictine Hospital - letter to
Vernon Beatty.  Air Main letter to Bob & Mariam also
pkg calendars sent to Hotel St. Anthony San Antonio
Texas, letter Vernon Beatty.  Recd letter Lottie
Slacknowitz, Grayce Ellis and          Rhoades.  Latter pm
we made quickie trip to P.O. & garage.  We had a good
meat pie supper & boiled potatoes.  Ollie’s teeth making
her feel miserable & went to bed right after her vomited
up supper.  I had ½ hr exercise & spent evng addressing
Grand Comm. Meeting post card notices.

APRIL 5  Tuesday  34/7am
34/11pm

Mostly & variable cloudiness day and evening, raw air
mountain snow squalls.  Moon pretty well clouded under



wind light northerly.                Did daily chore routine. 
This pm Harlowe McLean Ollie & I went to funeral
2p.m. at Lasher’s in Woodstock of Margaret Jordan
Delamater age 91 last July 4th.  Last member of the old
Billy Jordan family.  He died in 1885.   Later we also
paid respects at the casket of Floyd Gollman, among old
friends since school days.  We signed both registers. 
Shopped at Grand Union, A&P markets.  Also in Olive
Bridge.  Was back home around 5:30.  We had good
hamburg & mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
spent the evng writing long letter Julia Rhoades.    Atty.
Ex Kingston mayor Fred Stang 66 died suddenly
Wednesday 6th am at his home.

APRIL 6  Wednesday  34/7am
34/12pm

49 Years today US declared WAR on Germany
Raw mostly cloudy. Some pm sunshine - mtn snow
squalls.  Moon pretty well clouded over tonite.  Heavy
black clouds to south pm.             Not much
accomplished.  Ollie tooth trouble continues.  Had visit
early pm by cattle dealer Charley Denkenshon from
Accord, but we failed to agree on price.  Ollie & I took
brief run over to garage & P.O.  Mailed came early &
ours didn’t go.  We had as usual good supper, meat pie &
mashed potatoes & peas.  Ollie went to bed.  After a nap
I spent evng writing reply to Grayce Ahrens.  Recd letter



& lovely Easter card from Elsie VanValkenburgh. 
Wrote reply letter to Grayce E. Ellis.  I sent birthday card
(Thurs) to Mrs. Don Skea & yesterday to Norah
Herrington.  I think she’s 22 - Apr 8th

APRIL 7  Thursday  34/7am
40/11pm

Continued sour stagnated weather.  Variable cloudiness -
some sunshine. Mtn snow squalls.  Rained a little in
night. Dark evng & rained lightly.           Nothing done as
usual but chores.  This pm Harlowe McLean
accompanied we made trip over to dentist.  Dr. Irving
Hunt in Ashokan - Ollie had teeth x-rays & one
extraction lower jaw.  Painful job $8 paid.  He also
pulled my upper right jaw loose tooth $12 paid.  Coming
back by Olive Bridge we stopped to see the new arrivals
Tues eve from Zechy Hills Fla. Reggie & Elsie Davis &
then on home.  Did chores, had good supper.  Ollie went
right to bed tired out, tooth still aching?  I had a nap &
then read paper.  Wrote card Vernon Beatty this am
finished letter to Grayce Ellis in return reply.  Recd
Easter card & letter Addie Winchell.  Also same from
Mrs. Currier & pair plaid knit articles from Grayce
Ahrens Ellis.  Also wrote reply to Addie & mailed in
Olive Bridge & tonite card to Vernon Beatty.  So ends at
Low 12 - a Perfect Day?

APRIL 8  Friday  34/7am
30/11pm

Continued variable cloudiness & heavy mountain snow
squalls.  Considerable sunshine pm & cloudless tonite.     



             Did usual routine - restarted smoke under hams,
cut them in two for inside curing.  Ollie had an
uncomfortable day with her sore jaw.  Dave Denton of
Mt.Tremper called pm to sell apples.  I sold him our rack
a bones heifer & the new calf for $75.  He paid $10
down & he after them tomorrow.  We had sausage &
mashed potato supper.  Ollie went back to bed, I had a
long nap & got going again at 10:30.  Masonic funeral
service for Fred Stang a past master & former member of
Wallkill Lodge conducted 7:15 at Keyser Funeral
Parlors.

APRIL 9  Saturday  30/7am
34/11pm

Generally sunny - not so much cloudiness.  Mtn. squalls
as yesterday.  Stingy light northerly wind. Hazy starlight
evng.               Did usual routine. Genial Dave Denton
came with his covered truck this am paid remaining $65
for the heifer (Smokey’s mother) and the new slick
coated black calf I bought Sunday for $15.00.  He has a
good buy & for me a good deal having too much stock. 
This pm Harlowe McLean Ollie & I went over to Dr.
Hunt’s in Ashokan & he treated her painful jaw bone &
gave her a prescription for pain which we had filled in
Woodstock Drug Store.  I did a little splitting & piling
wood.  Ollie & I had a good mashed potato peas & fish
salad supper with lemon pie.  She went to bed.  I took a



bath & spent evng reading.   I recd Easter card from
Barbara Moncure & daughter Cornelia - Ollie got
birthday card from Barbara.  Funeral service 2pm for
Kingston Ex mayor Fred Stang of Elmendorf St.
Presbyterian Church. Interment Mt.Marion cemetery.

APRIL 10  Sunday  26/6am
40/11pm

Hi hazy overcast with filtered sunshine, but more sunny
pm continued raw light northerly wind - skim ice this
am.                      No callers, a stay at home Easter.  Was
tuned to several broadcasts.  Ollie just didn’t feel able to
do otherwise & rather planned to attend the Acorn Hill
Wesleyan Chapel tonite.  &am service at Olive Bridge
church with breakfast service.  Rev Murry of Acorn Hill
& Willow Wesleyan speaker  about 25 present Harlowe
Mclean reported.  I finished reading Body Book and
Britches - started for 4th reading a tale of the North
Country Eben Holden, by Irving Bacpeller pub 1900. 
We had good breakfast & supper.  My quota for the day 
4 fried eggs.  The 4day Evangelistic services closed
tonight at the Olive Shokan Baptist Church with baptism
by immersion performed by Rev Moyer of Cindy Ronk 7
years old and Ronald Phillips 11.

APRIL 11  Monday  36/6am
36/11pm

Sunny early but otherwise mostly cloudy.  Light raw
northerly wind. Clear starlight evng.
Did usual routine & split & piled some wood under shed. 
Continues dry backward weather Mountains drab as



November.  Ollie painful jaw pretty well claimed her
notice, but as usual we had a delicious mashed potato &
meat ball & gravy supper.  Ollie went right to bed.  I
spent the evng mostly reading Ebeen Holden.  Finished
letter to Elsie VanValkenberg also sent her magazine
sections of the Casper Wyo Annual Edition.  Also letter
to Vernon Beatty.    The Big League Baseball season
opened.  Cleaveland defeated the Washington Senators
A.L. at Washington 5-2  - attendence 34000

APRIL 12  Tuesday  30/6am
42/11pm

More sunny & pleasant than for the past week. 
Cloudiness developed latter pm.  Dark overcast still
evng.
Did routine & split & piled wood - tho feeling “so tired” 
Ollie jaw continues paining & making her life miserable. 
As usual we had a good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
took a nap & got moving 10 ocolock.  Recd & wrote card
to Vernon Beatty.

APRIL 13  Wednesday  38/7am
38/11pm

Nice sunshine this morning followed by dismal cloudy
day & evng.  Raw wind off the reservoir.
I had more pep today and made quite a work splitting &
piling wood.  My bum hands tired tonite.  Despite her



painful jaw Ollie managed to file the 2 floors pm..  Got
my DuoWear winter union suit washed.  We had good
goulash & mashed potato supper.  Ollie as usual went to
bed.  Recd letters from Addie Winchell - Grayce Ellis &
Lottie Slacknovitz.  Also Monday am Easter Edition The
Times Herald Record from Grayce Ellis.  Tonite I wrote
return reply to both Addie & Grayce.

APRIL 14 Thursday  38/6am
42/11pm

Variable cloudiness more sunshine than yesterday and
milder.  Light wind northerly. Cloudless calm evng.
Ollie painful jaw feeling relieved today.  Around noon
we went down to garage & got $1.50 gasoline & stopped
at store.  Got near 3lb onion sets $1.00.  This pm
Harlowe Mclean, Ollie & I made a shopping trip over to
Woodstock.  Back around 6 ocolock, did chores & had
good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a nap, then read
Albany Times Union paper.

APRIL 15  Friday  36/7am
42/12pm

Beautifully sunny this morning but gradually clouded
over - still & dismal.  Dark cloudy evng.
Recd our Federal and State tax reports prepared by Jean
Smith & which we signed and took down to P.O. noon
time.  Mart Eckert came over and cut my hair & Harlowe
McLean called.  This is Ollie’s 56th birthday and she has
recd 30 cards.  Didn’t get much wood split.  We had
good supper, mashed potatoes goulash cream banana
birthday cake.  We both spent the evng on our couches.   



Mid April finds the tree buds  re____ & snow  banks
clinging to the cold sides of High Point and the
Wittenberg ranges.  The forecast for cold dry April is so
far accurate.

APRIL 16  Saturday  36/6am
40/11pm

A day of variable cloudiness & sunshine - calm starlight
cool evng.  Light mountain rain squalls.
Did usual routine, split & piled some wood.  Ollie & I
went over to Joe Canfield’s garage mid pm & got car
hand brake adjusted $1.00 paid.  This evng an 8 member
delegation of Past Grand members of Shokan IOOF
Lodge No 491, attended the District Grand Comm at
Wm.H. Raymond Lodge No59 in Saugerties.  The
attendence was 32 - last year 31.  A per capita tax of
.55cents on taxable members levied for the ensuing year
- last year 50 was insufficient .  Dist Deputy Bernard
Drefin presented.  David Lamoucee of Catskill Mtn
Lodge No487 was unanimous choice of Dist Deputy.  I
was re elected secretary  by acclumation.  I having served
continuously since elected as a day session in Bearsville
in 1937.  My annual salary is $50.  Queen Ulster
Rebekah Lodge 34 served a delicious baked ham supper
at 7pm

APRIL 17  Sunday  38/7am



38/12pm
A really lovely mellow spring like day.  High floating
clouds. Calm - and cloudless evng.    
Aside from chore routine & a good supper.  Harlowe
Mclean driving our Plymouth Ollie & I made an
observing trip up into Delaware County and visited the
exact location on Dingle Hill dirt road, a mile above a
historical marker - were about noon on August 7 - 1845,
Sheriff Osman Steele 22, posse was attempting to drive
cattle from the barn yard of elderly Moses Earle in lieu
of rent due to the overlords… was shot from his horse
and fatally injured by a band of anti Rent farmers
disguised as Calico Indians from edge of woods  across
the field at a distance of an approximate 100 yards. 
Sheriff Steele termed as needlessly aggressive was taken
into the house across the road above the barn yard where
he died about 6 hrs later from internal hemmorage  His
horse was also fatally shot.  All traces of the house, barn
are now obliterated.  A stone wall extended across the
pasture field from the _____ hill side of the pasture bars. 
The trip covered 105 miles. Enroute we observed the
trees removed and preparations for the new route 28
between Boiceville & Phoenicia.  We note skiing snow
on the upper slope of Bellaire & mtns beyond also
numerous winter snow banks.

APRIL 18  Monday  36/6am
40/11pm

Variable hazy overcast calm sunnier pm clear starlight
evng.            I put in a pretty good & tough job splitting
and piling wood.  Ollie rested late this am & then kept



generally busy.  As usual we had a good supper turnips
& potatoes & ham.  She went to bed.  I had a good nap,
then got going awhile before 11 ocolock.  Due to the
hazardous fire conditions fire permits are suspended.  
60th anniversary of the devastating San Francisco
Earthquake and fire.

APRIL 19  Tuesday  34/6am
44/11pm

Variable overcast - chill light southerly wind. We got a
sprinkle of rain pm.  Occasional sunshine. Dark cloudy 
evng.           I split and piled wood other than chore
routine.  Ollie did some washing & household odds and
ends.  We had good supper.  Joe Canfield & I attended a
business meeting tonite at Kingston Lodge No 10. 
However, a Master Mason Degree was scheduled.  We
were back 10 ocolock.  Recd letter Grayce Ellis.  Ollie
got 2 more birthday cards.

APRIL 20  Wednesday  38/7am
40/11pm

We had welcome pre dawn & later really wonderful rains
measuring ½”   the day & evng was chill damp & dismal. 
                I kept busy splitting & piling wood.  Ollie kept
busy with about the home work.  I started smoke under
the hams again.  After usual good supper Ollie



customarily went to bed.  I had a 2 hour nap - Then
revived and replied to Grayce Ellis letter.

APRIL 21  Thursday  40/7am
54/12pm

Dense obscuring fog and mist this morning.  Faired away
around noon - the pm was warm & sunny with a period
of brisk southerly wind & brief showers.  Was black over
Woodstock way.  Still dark tonite.
I did a big job slabbing my large sawed blocks over in
woods.  Ollie busy with house work.  Only caller
Garwood Cline pm telephone repairman.  We had a good
boiled potato ham & pea supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
had a two hour nap.  Then got around & wrote Lottie
Slacknovitz.  1235 attended the GOP $10 per plate
dinner  tonite at the Hotel Granit in Accord.

APRIL 22  Friday  44/7am
44/12pm

Pleasantly warm spring like weather.  Sky soft & sunny. 
Starlight evng.  Little wind
Did daily routine.  Harlowe McLean Ollie & I made a
pm trip to Kingston with Plymouth.  We shopped at
A&P Market up town & out to Montgomery Ward’s.  
Also visited the new Caldron Department Center.  We
went & returned by Hurley Mtn Road.  I drew $400 from
my Kingston Savings Bank Acct.  Ollie & I had a good
supper.  She went to bed for the night and I was tired and
had a long nap.   Bubbles Jr. Jersey cow had a large
Heilford HEIFER calf in the warm sun behind the barn,
before we left.



APRIL 23  Saturday  44/7am
44/11pm

Rather hazily sunny clouded over during pm & rainy
evng - rather light to moderate.    
Did daily routine, drawed over 2 car trunk loads slabbed
wood am & this pm got it split and piled.  Ollie was
moderately busy with housework.  Harlowe McLean
called am.  I put the cows on leash behind barn.  The new
calf is doing nicely as well as its mama.  We had a good
fish, boiled potato & stewed tomato supper.  Ollie as
usual went to bed.  I took a bath & changed to lighter
underwear.  Then read the papers.  We planted 2 double
short rows Alderman dwarf peas by rhubarb.    Lions
Club Exposition at the Kingston State Armory after a 4
nites run closed with a total attendence of 16071.

APRIL 24  Sunday  44/7am       DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME AGAIN 50/11pm
Rain continued into night. Dismal chilly damp foggy.
Light rain settle in late pm.
We rested late this morning. Other than chores a listless
day, getting accustomed to the time change.  During pm
we made a called over to Harlowe McLeans, around to
Joe Canfield garage for gasoline.  We had a savory
variety supper.  Ollie promptly went to bed.  I felt tired &
took a nap.  I got 3 pictures from Harlowe of 50th



anniversary picture taken in the IOOF Lodge room on
Saturday evng March 12th.

APRIL 25  Monday  48/7am
54/11pm

Dismal damp and foggy this am.  Cleared beautifully
early pm with brisk northerly wind. Cloudless evng, with
glowing growing crescent moon., settling late well north
beyond the Wittenbergs. 
Along with daily routine, hauled over another car trunk
load of slabbed wood, which I split and piled - also
repiled part of a tier of seasoned short chunks.  Ollie did
some pm washing.  Got a good supper & went to bed.  I
had a nap, then roused up & wrote letter to Vernon
Haskins.

APRIL 26  Tuesday  48/7am
44/11pm

Continued northerly wind. Pleasant sunny am clouded
over during pm & cooler.  Dark cloudy tonite wind
moderated.              Ollie & I “went around” the pasture
lot fence.  Also drawed over the last 2 car trunk loads of
the slabbed up wood.  Also went down to garage and had
loose tail pipe re tightened.  Also bought a 32” axe
handle $1.00.  We had a delicious “Hungry Jack”
pancake & sausage and flour gravy & sausage supper. 
Ollie went to bed.  I spent the evng answering Lottie Bell
Slacknovitz supper, recd today  also had letter from
Vernon Haskins.



APRIL 27  Wednesday  30/7am
36/11pm

Hazily sunny this morning but clouded over gray and
dismal, it looked and felt like snow.  Raw light southerly
wind.  Set in stormy early evng. First hail changing to
light rain.             Recd per capita assessment list for
Ulster Dist from IOOF Grand Secy. Wm. Klumpen.  I
finished splitting & piling the slabbed wood, also
cleaned up the garden trash.  We had a delicious mashed
potato, meat balls, carrot supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
took half hours indoor exercise walk & then hunted up
Uncle Tompie Crispells small green chest up attic &
look over 62-63 year old  catalogs, gun & trap catalogs &
June, July 1904 copies North American trapper etc.  Our
friends The barn swallows arrived yesterday morning &
later disappeared.

APRIL 28  Thursday  34/7am
34/11pm

Wet night snowed & melted to snow on ground and slid
off house roof during the dismal day with light snowy
mixture.  Damp misty dark evng.  Bone chilling
atmosphere.                 A house bound day.  I went up
attic and dug out some old Hunter Trader Trappers &
read interesting articles.  Also looked over grandpa
Martin H. Crispells farm acct. book from 1880 to 1888. 



I found the cost of burials of his father “old Papa” Henry
M. Crispell 19 & son Tompie 18 $22 each.  Doctor bills
also listed.  Old Papa died Oct 21 0r 23.  Tompie Nov
10, 1881.    We were getting ready to start for Kingston
for a Social Security hearing when Atty. Howard R.
St.John called due to a postponement.  We had good fish
& potato supper.  Ollie went to bed & I did some
reading.  Also wrote per capita assessment bills to the 7
Ulster Dist IOOF lodges
Recd letter Grayce Ellis.

APRIL 29  Friday  34/7am
40/12pm

Damp, chill & murky this am.  Heavy fog blanket, when
it lifted mountains were dusted with snow.  Sun broke
thru toward noon, snow disappeared & the pm was
warmer and sunny.  Clear evng with bulging moon.          
         Harlowe McLean Ollie & I went to Kingston with
Plymouth.  We did A&P up town shopping.  Saw Atty
Jack St.John but failed to get a re hearing on Social
Security case.  Ollie was dead tired.  I signed up for
500lbs govt corn 9.59 Paid to Community Credit Cpn.  
We had good supper & both went to bed.   IOOF
Pinochle Club held annual dinner at Bro Geo. Ahrens,
Saxon Hill House. 10 attended.

APRIL 30  Saturday  40/7am
42/12pm

A dismal lowery hazy day. Rain wind off reservoir.  Set
in light rain latter pm & continued evng.



But little accomplished, rain damp air.  Harlowe McLean
called around noon, gave him 2 qt bottle milk as is
occasionally.  During pm Ollie & I went over to garage
& got $1.00 worth gas & another axe handle $1.00 then
went up to Gus Korittke’s for odd jobs to be done.  We
had               and meatballs supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
took a bath & changed underwear & spent evng writing
Elsie VanValkenburgh & look over Grandpa Crispells
careful kept each book from 1881 to 1890

MAY 1  Sunday  46/7am
46/11pm

The weather continued cloudy and cool, raw wind off the
reservoir.  Moon a ghostly blur tonight.
Did daily routine.  We got around late this morning. 
This pm Ollie & I took a ride on the hill and over on the
Hinkley place & cleaned up wind fallen apple tree limbs
on chain behind car.  Had light supper.  Joe Canfield
took Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I to Connors Parlors in
Kingston, was to late to attend burial service by Kingston
Lodge No10 for Howard Markle 59 of Esopus who in
apparent excellent help died suddenly of a heart attack
Sunday.  We met his devoted wife Amy, a cousin of
Harlowe.  The room was banked with floral tributes by
the dozen.  We were back home early at 9:15.  Recd long
awaited letter from E.H.Munch.



MAY 2  Monday  40/7am
36/12pm

Overcast am, sunny pm.  Cloudless evng with glowing
near full moon.  Continues cool.      Did usual chores &
odd & ends jobs of small note.  Ollie did some washing. 
I spent my evng answering EH Munch.  We had good
supper as customary Ollie went right to bed.   The arrival
of May finds spring a month late.  Buds are scarcely
started and the woods and mtns resemble late autumn. 
The last trace of winter snow banks have disappeared
from High Point and the Wittenberg range.  (We took
Grandpa Davis wheel barrow up to Gus Korittkes. 
Correction this was Saturday)

MAY 3  Tuesday  30/7am
44/11pm

Reports as low as 24.  There was white frost & ground
crust frozen.  Customarily there was variable cloudiness
& became blustery & rain squally later pm.  Brilliant
almost full moon tonite. 
I kept generally busy with daily routine - except when
Harlowe McLean paid a pm call.  Later I got ambitious
and started spading the upper side of garden to plant
potato rows.  (Have had potatoes on this ground several
years with good results)  Ollie finally made a long
waiting kettle of headcheese and had some deliciously
for supper with boiled potatoes, kraut.  As usual Ollie
went to bed & I spent evng writing Freeman copy.

MAY 4  Wednesday  36/7am
40/12pm



Cold blustery snow squalls am.  Sunnied up pm. 
Majestic full moon tonite in still cloudless sky.
Did chores and spaded up more potato ground in garden. 
During pm Ollie & I went with Harlowe McLean up to
the Onteora School pm to vote NO on the 3 million
dollar budget.  The proposition was carried 741 to 415. 
Board of Education candidate Mrs. Carolyn Hanks of
Woodstock & Chas Weidner 4th  elected   841 -883
votes.  This evng I went with Joe Canfield to Mt Horeh
Chapter No75 where the Past Masters Degree was
conferred on Joe , Schuyler Weidner.  Past Masters
Wesley Drake of Rondout Lodge 343 and  
Kilpatrick of No10.  An excellent variety of refreshments
followed and coming home we stopped at  Kurta’s.

MAY 5  Thursday  30/7am
52/12pm

Harlowe McLean recorded 24 degrees and ground
frozen.  Cloudless till strong gusty southerly wind
developed during pm with an early evng sprinkle of rain. 
Passing full moon partly cloud obscured & temp
moderated.              Other than chore routine and going
up to Gus Korittkes latter pm - for Grandpa Davis
repaired wheel barrow, axe re handled & “go devil”
sharpened.  Ray Kelder and Mart Eckert helped butcher
“Smokey” 5 mo old fatted Jersey Angus calf in
wonderful condition dressed 145.  Harlowe McLean did



some Kingston shopping for us.  Ollie & I had a good
calf liver & mashed potato supper.  We were both dead
tired and went to bed.

MAY 6  Friday  52/7am
48/11pm

Windy night strong South.  Light showers am from High
Point quarter.  Wind swung around north west and sunny
pm.  Starlight evng.               Mart Eckert came this am
& cup up the front quarters of veal which Ollie packaged
& we took up & put in her freezer.  This pm we went
over to Joe Canfield Garage & he let me take a roto tiller
to try out.  Accord Farmers Co op truck brot 9 bags
mixed feed which included the 500lbs gov’t corn.  Paid
20.82  Ollie & I had roast veal ribs & mashed potato
supper.  She as usual went right to bed.  I read awhile.  I
wrote card tonight to Lottie Slacknovitz.

MAY 7  Saturday  34/7am
44/12pm

Cold raw clear & windy gradually clouded over pm &
light rain falling tonite.
Mart Eckert came & cut up the hind quarters of veal on
kitchen table & we took it up in Ollie’s freezer - after
filling mine.  After supper I gave the Roto Tiller a work
out in garden.   The Olive Republican Club sponsored a
debate tonight 9 oco at the Olive Bridge fire hall between
Rep Senatorial Contestents 
Aldrich and Hamilton Fish, Jr.   We had a veal steak and
boiled potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a long
nap then got around & took a bath & changed underwear. 



Harlowe Mclean reported a good IOOF lodge session &
Pinochle Club following.  Wrote letter to Elsie
VanValkenburg this am.

MAY 8  Sunday  44/7am
42/11pm

Drizzily night and continued at intervals today & more
steady tonight. Still dismal cold damp weather.
We got around late this morning, was tuned to various
religious programs.  Mart Eckert came early pm & gave
me a haircut.  Addie & Virgil Winchell back from
Florida Thursday pm paid a call.  Both look good & had
a nice winter.  They covered 1622 miles on their return
trip across Florida from Bradenton to Ean Gallie where
they spent a week with Gertrude Kelder.  We had a steak
& mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I wrote to
Vernon Beatty & card Jean Smith.

MAY 9  Monday  36/7am
34/12pm

It rained considerable during the night. A cold drizzily
rainy mountain fogged day.  High Point is white with
snow half way down a dusting on South Mountain. 
Wittenberg plastered.  Dark overcast evng wind started
up & rain appears over.  Stars showing 12pm.  Water
puddles in driveway.  Not much accomplished.  Harlowe
did us some A&P shopping in Woodstock.  We made a



brief noontime call on Carl & Ruth Rosengren.  Also
over to garage.  Recd statement from Federal Tax Bureau
in Albany that I owe $53.  I sent this and brief letter to
Jean & Bob Smith by Certified Mail.  We had steak &
mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I sat up &
read in new free book from Reader’s Digest - a
condensed and much interesting section Intern.  Joe
Canfield sent a customer for the roto Tiller.  Don and
Bitchy (Edna) Bishop returned later pm from a 6 mo. 3
day trailer trip somewhere someplace.  Wish they had
stayed a year.

MAY 10  Tuesday  30/8am
36/12pm

Broadhead area recorded 24 with full ½” ice.  Cold like
March.  Blustery. Brilliant clear with White capped
waves rolling on the nearly full reservoir.  Considerable
pm cloudiness developed.  Clear tonite.  The mtns from
High Point around to Tysteneck were visible snow
dusted this morning.  In 1945 after an unseasonably early
spring & summer weather on this date or the 11th - came
3” snow & gardens frozen off.      Did daily routine &
some hard digging in garden.  We had as usual a good
supper.  Ollie went to bed & instead of reading or writing
I took a long nap.

MAY 11 Wednesday  34/7am
44/12pm

Sunny & reservoir calmed & scenic.  Wind light.
Gradually clouded over pm. Pitch black dark tonight.
Temperature somewhat more moderate.  May flies were



around pm.            I worked in the garden & got 4 rows
Kathadin potatoes planted along upper side of garden. 
Noon time we took a run over to Joe Canfield’s garage. 
Don Denton who bought my thin kicky heifer and calf
stopped pm selling shad.  Ollie bought a large buck -
cleaned $1.00  He said the heifer bawled for 3 days -
probably lonesome & strange but has quieted down &
milks readily.  He still has the angus calf.  We had good
roast ribs & mashed spud supper also beans.  I worked in
garden awhile digging out  chickweed.  Ollie went to
bed.  Wrote & recd card Lottie Slacknowitz.  Also card
to Vernon Beatty.  Birthday card to Reggie Davis (12)

MAY 12  Thursday  44/7am
44/12pm

Dismal chilly - drizzily to moderate rain set in before
daylight, continued all day & evng. Water in puddles &
grass radiant green.           Other than chores a do little
day. To wet to stay out doors.  Early on Wed. pm we
went down to P.O. & over to garage & Harlowe
McLean’s for a call.  Recd letter from Jean Smith with a
reply to send to Albany Federal Tax Dept that there must
be a mistake somewhere - that I owe $53.  Recd letter
Mrs. Knorpp & answered tonite.

MAY 13  Friday  44/7am
40/12pm



Broke away this am making the day generally sunny with
variable high cloudiness.  Crisp northerly wind quieting. 
Stars rather dim tonight.            Other than daily routine,
noon time Ollie & I went over to “Spook Hollow” -
Krumville, & got 4 dz pullet eggs at Henry Merrihew -
C.30 cents paid.    Recd letter from Mariam & sent it on
to Jean Smith as she had heard nothing.  Made a brief
stop at Joe Canfield’s garage & then got myself pulled
together & dug out matted chickweed in garden - and
after a shad supper - I worked another hitch.  Ollie as
usual went to bed.

MAY 14  Saturday  44/7am
48/11pm

A pleasant day with variable overcast - little wind.
Starlight evng.           Did daily routine - Made trip down
to P.O. & over to garage.  Joe was busy.  John Lambert
called am first since deer season.  Wrote letter to Grace
Ellis not having heard from her recently.  Sent
congratulations card to Paul & Christine Curri___
(Enclosed a new dollar bill) in response to their
announcement of birth of 3rd daughter 9lbs5oz    April
28.
Veronica Lee.  This pm Ollie & I planted a long double
row of Little Marvel peas - also set out 50 ft raw onion
sets.  We had a good veal steak & boiled potato supper,
also beans.  Ollie went to bed.  I had bath, underwear
change. Spent remainder evng looks over a new pictorial
library Book - 20th Century Limited for 50 decades.

MAY 15  Sunday  38/7am



56/12pm
The first really sprinking day.  Sunny calm with variable
cloudiness especially latter pm.  Starlight evng. Tree
buds made a noticeable coming out.         (This was 14th)
Had morning call by John Lambert first we’ve seen him
all winter.  Harlowe McLean also called.  During pm
Ollie & I took a ride down over High Point road to Olive
Bridge - home via 28A.  May cars were on the road
enjoying the grand weather.  We got more onion sets at
Gray’s store - 1 ½ lbs-.45cents which I set out making a
second row.  Also cleaned the piles of chick weed I dug
out in garden & put in pig house & some in stable for
“Buster Buck bull.”  Tonite I partly wrote a long letter to
Mariam.  After a good supper Ollie went to bed.

MAY 16  Monday  44/7am
5/11pm

Cooler, with thickening cloudiness pm.  Had light
moderate showers early evng.
Did daily routine. This pm Harlowe Ollie & I made a
roundabout trip to Kingston doing A&P & incidental
shopping.  We went out to Wards & made few
purchases, plants 10qt .60cent pail pair overalls $2.01 
Ollie got pair shoes.  Enroute back via Lucas Ave. we
stopped at Mrs. Irving Kroms & found Ralph Longyear
there from Benedictine Hosp. after prostate operation. 
His mind is hazy.  He & Mr. Krom were old Phoenicia



schoolmates.   Recd letter and graduation announcement
from Jeanne C. Longyear, from Trinity University, San
Antonio, Texas Mon. May 30th at 8pm

MAY 17  Tuesday  46/7am
50/12pm

Cool and mostly cloudy with a break of afternoon
sunshine.  Dark cloudy evng.  No showers. 
Did daily routine went up to Gus Korittke’s pm & got
rear manure wagon axle repair re fastening right wheel
thimble that worked off due to broken end set screw.  
We didn’t bother with supper and Ollie & I went with
Joe and Wanda Canfield to the Annual Ladies night at
Kingston Lodge No10

MAY 18  Wednesday  44/7am

Murky damp chill. A strong threat of rain but only a brief
shower off the reservoir & occasional drizzles.  Dark
overcast tonite.                 Did daily routine - pasturing of
grass with cows along lower side of garden.  Early pm
we went up to Gus Korittke’s for minor repairs & found
him planting potatoes in lovely loam patch along wall in
lower end of his long field & I gave him a hand, while
Ollie staid in car.   This evng Ollie & I went with Joe
Canfield to Masonic Temple in Kingston.  (Ollie staid in
reading room)  Joe Schuyler, Wesley Drake recd the
Most Excellent Master Degree in Mt.Habeh Chapter #75. 
Coming home we stopped at Kurta’s restaurant on 28.



MAY 19 Thursday 
58/12pm

We had a lovely warm rain most of the day.  Dark foggy
evng.         Got around late this am. William Heinle and
Oscar Palen with Palen’s horse truck delivered me the
dark roan 13 year old chunk farm horse I bargained for
Tuesday.  I paid Mr. Heinle $160.00 check which
includes collar and back pad breeching.  During pm Ollie
& I went up to Gus Korittke’s for repairs made.  We had
good supper and both tired out & went to bed.     61st

anniv of the death of my esteemed 76 year old
grandfather Martin H. Crispell.  I think cancer of
prostate.  He was sick 4 years & had 2 home operations
by Dr. Wm.Kemble for stones in the bladder!

MAY 20  Friday  60/7am
54/11pm

Thick fog this morning but cleared a lovely warm sunny
day.  Scattered clouds - cloudless warm evng - new
moon today.                Spring a bustin out all over &
greens slowly climbing the mountains.  Fruit trees in
heated bloom & the grass jumping.  This pm I got the
new horse harness & hooked to wagon went over to
woods, got some fine rotted manure, spread along the 4
rows of planted garden potatoes.  Then hooked on spring
tooth harrow & dug over part of the garden.  Harlowe



McLean had a good goulash & mashed potato supper
with us.  Recd poorly written, spelled letter from
grandson Sgt Robert Longyear & enclosed a May 4th

letter for me Mariam had sent him by mistake.  Ollie as
usual went to bed.  I had a nap.  I wrote air mail card to
Mariam.

MAY 21  Saturday  54/7am
60/11pm

Cloudy mild with occasional sprinkles & drizzles of
sunshine.  Winds variable & light overcast evng. Raining
later.  We gave Major the new horse a good work out
harrowing the garden.  Also plowed several furrows of
sod along lower side.  So far his work & actions are well
pleasing.  Ollie had a good steak & mashed potato
supper.  She as usual went to bed.  I took my weekly bath
& underwear change.  Harlowe McLean brot us an order
from Kingston A&P store, Hurley Ave.  This date
Sunday pm 1905 funeral for my adored Grandfather
Martin Henry Crispell held in West Shokan Baptist
Church in charge of Rev Geo A. Plane, with other
remarks by Rev. Calvin Case of Brodhead Bridge who
came to see Grandpa.  Abert E. Schoonmaker undertaker. 
Buried in Brodhead Cemetery across the RR bridge -
exhumed his remains in April 1910 with others of the
family for re burial in the then new Tongore Cemetery. 
Schoonmaker also buried Grandma Sarah A. Crispell 59
died ___  & Great Grandpa Henry M. Crispell 79
_________



MAY 22  Sunday  60/7am
54/11pm

We got a lovely rain in night.  Broke away this am the
day was very mild, pleasant and varibly sunny.  Winds
light cloudless cool, evng.                    We got around
late this am - did daily routine.  Early pm Ollie & I took
a ride up to Mt.Tremper Cemetery.  I put a flag in Bro.
Mr. Longyear’s SOR marker.  Then went over to Hudler
farm & Dave Denton showed us the junk filled dug out
celler of the said to be Revolutionary 
Fort where 600 soldiers were quartered in the summer of
1779, as a protection from up valley Indian raids. 
Addie & Virgil Winchell called latter pm.  After a good
supper Ollie went to bed & I took a 2 hour nap.
Lois Kaufman of West Shokan daughter of Mr & Mrs
Louis Kaufman & David Wilbur of Lake Hill married
2:30pm in Woodstock ME church.  Reception attend by
60 followed in Olive Bridge IOOF hall.

MAY 23  Monday  46/7am
70/11pm

Truly majestic warm sunny day, practically cloudless,
wind southerly quite rather gusty evng.  Cloudless
warmest evng 74 degrees 9:30pm.  My first view of
growing crescent moon over Hanover Mtn.  warmest to
date.  This am I wrote congratulatory graduation letter to



Jeannie Longyear & enclosed token $5 check.  Did daily
routine pastured cows on front yard.  Got Major hooked
up & re harrowed garden including planed sod furrows
on lower side.  I hand cultivated marked out south side
potato rows, then with Ollie’s help marked it _____ with
corn plow.  Spread 5-10-5 fertilizer in most of rows, cut
3 peck basket seed potatoes & got them dropped after
supper.  I wrote Grayce Ellis tonight.

MAY 24  Tuesday  62/6am
64/12pm

Heavenly perfect warm & breezy.  A light haze began to
develop late evng clouded over.
This am Ollie & I went over to garage for brief talk with
Joe concerning 4HP Senator Roto Tiller he brot Sun pm. 
Ollie stopped for some flowers at Mrs. Mae Shimer’s. 
We then went to Olive Bridge for 80lb bag 331      2%
tax fertilizer at Boices & garden plants at both Boices &
Grays.  2dz valiant tomatoes @.65 cents - 1.30  3cents
tax  Doz peppers @.60 cents - 2cents tax  dz early
cabbage @.60cents & 2cents tax.  We called coming
back at Reggie & Elsie Davis & took them gal fresh milk
- also at Carl Rosengrens & Harlowe McLean’s.   This
pm Mart Eckert called & gave us 100 white Spanish
onion plants.  I also finished planting potatoes & covered
lightly.  Also scraped up a load of cattle manure over in
woods.  We had good supper & both hit our beds.  Sent
Mrs. Knorpp & Belle Wood birthday cards for 25th.

MAY 25  Wednesday  62/7am
64/11pm



Overcast mild wind calmed occasional sprinkles - at
times the sun tried to shine thru.  Tonite the crescent
moon shone among broken dark clouds.              After a
hesitant start I did a big job today.  The new horse
continues an easy handling worker.  I drawed over 2
wagon box loads of rotted wood mulched manure &
spread along on the covered potato planting.  Then went
along both side with wheel hoe.  Also Ollie & I se tout a
3 row across garden of the white Spanish onions Mart
Eckert gave me & dug in fertilizer & garden lime.  We
had a good ham & baked potato & cubed carrot supper as
usual Ollie went to bed.  I finished & mailed air letter to
Mariam & Bob in care of Jeanne in San Antonio Texas
hopefully to arrive in time for her graduation May 30th.

MAY 26  Thursday  52/7am
54/12pm

Cleared away this am a Heavenly Perfect warm cloudless
day & evening.  Grand growing weather.
After a slow start & trip to P.O. garage this pm we
harrowed unplanted garden ground & marked out with
corn plow for 2 rows potatoes along lower side of
garden.  After a good supper - shad - Ollie as usual went
to bed.  I dug in garden awhile, & tired out I took a nap,
which lasted till 2:40am when I roused up & went back
to bed.  Recd letter Grayce Ellis.



MAY 27  Friday  54/7am
66/11pm

Warm and humid overcast & wind drift southerly. There
was occasional attempts for sunshine.  Overcast still
evng.          I planted & fertilized 2 rows of red potatoes
along lower side of garden am.  This pm Harlowe Ollie
& I went with Plymouth, first to Tongore Cemetery & for
45th time put a flag on Merritt Personius grave, killed in
action in France July 26th, 1918.  Then went over to
Woodstock & shopped at A&P market & up street
bought gal Gallo Ruby Port Wine $3.56 with 2% sales
tax.  We then went up to Shady & called on Alf Evers &
drove thru a deluge of rain coming back to below
Mt.Tremper.  Locally didn’t get even a sprinkle.  This
am I wrote Lottie S.  Also card to Vernon Beatty. 
Bought 2dz box Beefsteak tomato plants $1.19

MAY 28  Saturday  64/7am
62/12pm

Murky warm and humid with an afternoon and evng of
thunder showers - both  ways but mostly around north &
east side area of reservoir. Our west side rains light.          
We sent out order for Burpees garden and flower seeds
took letter down to P.O.  This pm after a hesitant start I
set out and fertilized both with lime & fertilizer & rotted
manure, 2 rows of tomato plants 27 Valiant - 18
Beefsteak, a tiresome job.  Ollie short of breath & didn’t
get much done.  We did have a good ham omelet, boiled
spuds & lima bean supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took
bath & changed to BVDs then hit the couch till 12:30



MAY 29  Sunday  64/7am
52/11pm

Thunder showers continued in night. We got only a
touch of rain.  Some areas were deluged.  Cleared
magnificently this morning a Heaven Perfect, somewhat
breezy.  Decidedly cooler evng cloudless rounding
moon.                  Mid day callers - were Harry & Marie
Siemsen and visiting cousins - Mrs. Ida Siemesen &
Erna and Edw Schiring of Ridgefield, NJ.  Harry took
picture of grandpa Crispell’s hand woven  piegon net,
strung up along barn. Also of Major the new horse. 
Latter pm Ollie & I called on Carl & Ruth Rosengren
and Harlowe McLean.  When we returned we found a
note that Jean & Robt Smith & Gaye Longyear &
Mildred Avery had been here.  Then early evng Jim
Burgraff paid us a call.

MAY 30  Monday  46/6:30am
46

Chilly night - 3rd “cool” Memorial in a row.  Northerly
wind crystal clear atmosphere.  There was gradual
developing overcast pm - part clearing tonite with hide &
seek near full moon.              Ollie & I went with
Harlowe McLean to the colorful West Shokan American
Legion Parade led by Senior Onteora Band -girl flag
wavers & chick quick stepping Majorettes, 6 World War



1vets in line.  Ray Cruthers as MC, Harlowe McLean,
Loren Barley, John                   Chas.Wood act Chaplain,
Legion Auxiliary, boy, girl scouts, Seniors to Cubs,
Olive Fire Dept, in charge of Chief Al Fox, Town
Constables in line & directing traffic.  Firing Squad, in
charge Noah Burgher.  Line of march from Davis store
up around corner to plaque, where exercises took place. 
The speaker (rather long winded) Rev. Osterhoudt
Phillips of Shokan Dutch Church.  Refreshments served
at fire house by Legion Auxiliary.  The crowd around
500 - West Shokan community the historic largest.  Later
Harlowe took Ollie & I up to Hudler’s to revisit site of
Revolutionary Fort.  Ollie served an excellent steak
supper.  Both tired out & went to bed.

MAY 31  Tuesday  40/7am
50/11pm

Thickening cloudiness developed - chilly atmosphere
with light rain evng.    I got myself going and did a
tiresome job digging out the old grass & weed grown
currant row, along the Red MacDonald rhubarb. 
Handling the heavy pick was rough  on my crippled
hand.  Mail service resumed today and I recd a nice
thank you letter from Jeannie Longyear whose scheduled
graduation from Trinity College in San Antonio was held
last night.  She was pleased with my $5 check.  I started
a Freeman news copy tonight, first in 3 weeks.  We had a
delicious boiled ham with mashed potatoes & flour gravy
for supper.   “Bubbles” cow had frisky small brown
heifer calf toward noon while on chain pasturing on
north side of house.



JUNE 1  Wednesday  46/7am
46/12pm

Cloudy chilly, with scattered showers day & evng.           
I got 7 page Freeman copy mailed.  This pm Ollie & I
got Major hooked to wagon & took load manure over  to
neighbor Herman Eckes & put load of currant row sod in
hen yard .  Harlowe McLean called pm & brot 50lb gab
garden lime 51 cents & box moth balls .40cents.  I put
one by each tomato plant in garden, as a hope cut worm
remedy.  This evng Ollie & I went to Masonic Temple in
Kingston with Joe Canfield.  (Ollie staid in reading
room) The Royal Arch Degree was conferred on Joe
Canfield, Schuyler Weidner, Wesley Drake. 
Refreshments followed.  Coming home we stopped at
Kurta’s at Maverick Road.  Joe signed application for
Ancient City Council No21 in the fall chapter meetings
closed till Sept.

JUNE 2  Thursday  42/7am
46/12pm

Continued unseasonably cool - wind northerly more
sunshine by spells than yesterday.  Cloudless evng.
Majestic almost full moon rose in deep low south.            
      Ollie & I both dead tired today.  Did daily routine.
This pm I set 21 bean poles in old currant row.  Planted
12 with old fashion scarlet flowering & white pole beans. 



Bradford Kelder gave me some seed Mon.  I have cows
pasturing off the yards.  Harlowe McLean brot a mess of
asparagus.  Ollie & I each recd new Blue Cross-Blue
Shield contracts effective with the dul medicare contracts
effective July 1st.

JUNE 3  Friday 42/7am
66/11pm

Heavenly perfect & sunny with considerable cloudiness
developing & breezy latter pm.  Real warm pm.
We went over to Joe’s garage & got $200 worth of gas. 
PM after harness repairs hooked Major to harrow & went
over unplanted garden ground.  Then I hand plow
marked out & fertilized and planted 3 rows 45 hills early
sweet corn with 3 beans each.  We had good fresh port &
mashed potato supper.  I wasn’t sleepy tonight & spent
the evng reading papers in variety.  Ollie as usual went to
bed after supper.

JUNE 4  Saturday  64/7am
72/11pm

Suddenly it’s summer.  Sunny with light hazy. Drying
southerly wind. Clear still evng with late rising soft
mellow moon, way south.  We had a congenial call this
am by Jesse & Gregory Burgher, Lin Lawton down from
Cuba, NY on a week end visit and fishing trip.  Stopping
at Buckhorn Cottage.  I had no ambition & just bushed &
did only chore routine.  Ollie manage do a long overdue
refrigerator defrosting job.  Harlowe McLean called pm.



JUNE 5 Sunday  60/6am Rain is badly needed for 
gardens 66/12pm
Another hot midsummer like day. Sunny & light breeze -
with some overcast.  A mid pm thunder shower
grumbled around to north.  Slow hazy tonite.          
Latter am after chores Ollie & I went over to Henry
Merrihew’s in Krumville for eggs - 4 dz pullet @
.30cents paid.  On way back we stopped briefly to see
Charley & Bertha Duloff & took a gal. of fresh milk -
Charley is having a house bound spell of pneumonia.
Later pm we got callers, Chas. & Belle Wood, Jesse
Shurter & Addie & Virgil Winchell.  We had a late
supper.  Ollie went to bed & I had a long nap.

JUNE 6 Monday  66/7am
70/10pm

A far north midnight thunder shower flashed, rumbled
faintly.  A warm humid night.  There was a band of 
banging thunder showers around both ways, but more
around to north.  But we didn’t get a drop.  Continued
very warm humid.         I planted 4 more rows 60 hills
this time Golden Cross Bantam with 3 beans to a hill. 
Also 3 rows Burpees Bush lima beans.  The garden needs
rain badly.  The Clyde Beatty Circus was in Kingston pm
& evng shows.



JUNE 7  Tuesday  72/7am
64/11:30pm

Warm humid breezy night. Mostly cloudy - occasional
sprinkle showers. Faired away latter pm. Stars hazy
tonite.         Did daily routine. This am I cut up the
maggot  & bug infested hams to put in refrigerator tho
meat was well smoked and salted.  Everywhere in
changes meat used to hang up in smoke house & dry up
all summer.  PM we set out 10 pepper plants & 6 Rutgers
tomatoes.  Also got Major on wagon, full of pep, took
load manure over in woods.  Ollie went to bed after
supper & I spent evng writing air letter to Mariam.

JUNE 8  Wednesday  60/7am
64/11pm

We got tail end of 1am thunder shower that was heavy
over upper end reservoir.  Breezy warm & humid - part
cloudy - but sunny.           It takes most of morning with
chores.  This pm Ollie & I got some small stuff planted
also 2 hills each of cucumbers & squash - in south end.  I
went thru planted rows with hand cultivator. Also the 4
rows potatoes & replanted where sprouts are weak.  Also
made brief trip over to garage.  Addie Winchell called
late pm.  We gave her 2 qt jug milk & mess rhubarb.  We
had steak supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I missed sending a
page in my letter to Mariam re wrote more tonite.  Jet
planes active today.  Recd letters Mrs. Knorpp and Gaye
Longyear.



JUNE 9  Thursday  60/7am
66/11pm

Considerable haze, overcast. Quite sunny pm.  A vicious
thunder shower gave our west side drought relief at
10:20pm                         did daily routine. Ollie & I went
with Harlowe Mclean for A&P up town Kingston
shopping. We went and returned via Hurley Mtn Route. 
The vast sweet corn fields are in various stages of early
growth.  We are both tired out & hit our cots after supper
till aroused by the flashing banging shower.

JUNE 10  Friday  64/7am
54/12pm

More thunder showers in night and another this morning
giving a much needed 2 ¼” rain.  Turned much cooler
gradually with breaks of sunshine.  Cleared evng with
brisk northerly wind.  The lightning was severe &
incessant and caused fone & electric disruption over the
area.  Did daily routine & this pm dug up Ollie’s flower
bed by celler door corner.  We had good supper as usual. 
Ollie went to bed after a call by Jim Burgraff who came
to check over breaker box disruption of one dining room
circuit.

JUNE 11  Saturday  48/7am
50/11pm



Northerly wind. Became practically cloudless. Pleasantly
cool. A heavenly perfect brilliant June day.  Starlight
calm chilly tonight.         We went down to P.O. with
missed mail & made a trip on the hill to check around. 
Harlowe McLean called am in his Sunday go meetin but
enroute to Margaretville for his nieces wedding
tomorrow having rehearsal tonite at Andes Presbyterian
Church.  This pm we drawed out manure & hooked
Major to machine & mowed the yard quite attractively. 
He worked tip top.  We had a bacon boiled spud & pea
supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a bath & looked over
papers.  Bruce Scheringer, 21, killed about noon when
his motor cycle crashed thru fence & into 4ft ditch
opposite entrance to Tongore cemetery.  He had just left
Ollie Crawford’s garage returning home for pocket book. 
Bruce was hospitalized for weeks in a previous crash a
few years ago at entrance of Vly Road.

JUNE 12  Sunday  44/7am
56/11pm

Another Heavenly perfect Day.  Just a few high whispy
clouds. Rather cool with a chilly breeze off the reservoir. 
Became overcast late evng.                 Did daily routine.
We were home all day. Had a 2 hour called latter pm
from Otto Skinner West Brookville cattle dealer.  He was
interested in my historial books & antiques.  Both tired
out & went to bed after supper.  Alonzo and Viva Davis
of Olive Bridge observed 40th wedding anniv.

JUNE 13  Monday  58/7am
58/11pm



Overcast & chilly this am fog hanging on High Point but
later cleared with a warm sunny pm, part clouded over
latter pm & cleared evng.                    I put in a hard day
hoeing & digging in the garden planting in late potatoes
some came up - some merely show weak sprouts, some
rotted entirely.  Harlowe McLean called am & told about
his role as best man at his niece’s wedding yesterday. 
Mary Ellen McLean & John Wente of Kansas.  They left
for a Maine camping & fishing honeymoon & will
resume their college careers in Kansas.  We had a good
potato stew supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a  ___ to
restful nap.

JUNE 14  Tuesday  58/7am
68/11pm

Sunny warm and humid became thunder showery latter
pm heavy showers went around mostly south but only a
wetting on the west side, with westerly wind.                 I
finished up hoeing in the garden temporarily.  This pm I
got a wring urge & did a Freeman news copy, took letter
to P.O.  We then went over to Joe Canfield’s Garage,
paid him for 4 HP RotoTiller with Briggs & Stratton
Motor $141.00.  I had ordered the tiller before I got the
new horse - Haven’t even started it up & Joe brot it over
2 weeks ago.  We as usual had a good supper.  Jim
Burgraff brot the left door of kitchen bookcase he
repaired.  Arthur Hahen artificial inseminator ____



Bubbles, Jr. cow $6.00 paid black angus.    Recd letter
Grayce Ellis & card Lottie S

JUNE 15  Wednesday  66/7am
60/11pm

Warm humid Southerly wind. Variable cloudiness,
shower squalls around north pm.  Cooler tonite - stars
dim.             Did daily routine and after a slow start pm
we hooked up Major on the hill to unload.  Ollie picked a
pint of strawberries & I mowed, cleaned up yard in front
of house.  There is a natural growth of sweet clover.  We
had good supper & Ollie went right to bed tired out. 
This is first trip with new horse and he did
commendable.  Recd letter Vernon Beatty.

JUNE 16 Thursday  56/7am
62/11pm

Cloudy warm & humid - frequent light showers - South
shifting wind. Clearing developed during pm.  
Did routine & odd jobs - set out 6 more tomato plants -
Mart Eckert gave me.  Ollie had stomach upset in night
& everything went down  & up.  (She ate a hearty
supper).  A work control spray plane due to engine
trouble crash landed this am in field near Krumville
Cemetery.  Pilot wasn’t hurt.  Week or so ago a low
flying spray plane struck power line near Ellenville -
plane took fire & pilot dead.  The spray  outfit & pilot
from Penna.   Bishop’s getting house re painted.  Recd
letter Julia Rhoades first in 6 wks.  Old John now going
good, younger son Larry - lost 20lbs & has general
discharge from arm.  Older married son Gary - school



teacher & Carolyn wife expecting in Nov. He remains in
draft Class A - had several deferments.

JUNE 17  Friday  56/7am
54/12pm

Partly cloudy quite warm and humid - lazy atmosphere
cleared latter pm.  Tonite cloudless still cool.  Last nite I
hit my couch before dark & didn’t rouse up till Princess
awake us both 5am.
I did daily routine, planted 3 - 10foot row potatoes in the
peas top old currant row.  Drawed over manure pm on
woods pile & re harrowed unplanted part of garden. 
Mart Eckert came during pm & we had a good front
porch visit & he gave me a hair cut.  Ollie & I had
delicious veal steak, mashed potato & lima bean supper. 
Ollie as usual went to bed.  Recd letter Vernon Beatty &
wrote him card.  Also recd Fathers Day card from Jean
Robert & Gaye.  Spraying plane operating over Olive
Bridge area.  The Onteora Olive Bridge speedway
roaring tonite as weekly since the opening on April 29th

JUNE 18  Saturday  54/7am
64/10pm

Pleasant June. Partly cloudy still rather warm and humid.
Cool clear evng. A breeze sprang up latter pm but
calmed.             Other than routine I did a big garden job
planting final 4 rows - Golden Cross Bantam corn with 



dug in fertilizer, 3 beans to a hill.  Also hoed and hand
cultivated.  Ollie not able to do much today & went to
bed right after supper.  Another spray plane made a
forced landing this am near Thursday am landing.  Recd
letter Grayce Ellis & card Harlowe McLean from
Indianapolis 

JUNE 19  Sunday 54/7am
54/12pm

The day was pleasant calm rather warm and humid and
mostly cloudy with a clearing trend during pm.  Cool
evng - cloudless.                  Did daily routine - planted a
row of flowering red & white lima beans along the piled
wood along end of barn.  This pm we took a ride up
Watson Hollow and visited Bushkill Cemetery.  The
grass has been cut & the ground in the once ___ all best
condition.  Virgil and Virgil Winchell called late pm
which made a late Father’s Day supper for Ollie & I
preceded by Manhattan appetizers.  Ollie went to bed as
usual.  I spent evng writing to Mariam sending $100
check for June.  I had a 10:15pm surprise Tel call from
daughter Cornelia up in Rome.  She said she thot
Father’s Day was next Sunday.

JUNE 20  Monday  54/7am
66/10pm

Quite a sparkling dew this am.  Drying warm and humid
good hay drying weather.  More sunny than yesterday
clear cool evng..  South wind during heat of day.              
Did daily routine & odd jobs.  6pm Ollie & I went with
Adele Rothman & Emma Eckert to 7pm session of



County Election Inspector School held in Supervisor
Room in County Bldg. Kingston.  After sessions at 8 &
9pm to cover other county sections.  We were home 9:15
& had light supper.  Carl Rosengren , World War I
veteran taken to Veterans Hospital in Albany for
frequent weakening nose bleeds.   The wide panorama to
the west and north is barely inspiring from the steamed
glass windows.  West baison filled or running over first
in 5 years.

JUNE 21  Tuesday  64/7am
66/12pm

Sunny & few clouds - quite hot and humid - breezy at
times.  Cloudless still evng & rim of new moon settled
behind Wittenbergs around 11pm.             We got Major
hooked to mower & cut the heavy hay patch along cow
drive - then took load manure over to Herman Eckes. 
Took a little rest on couch & then wrote a Freeman news
copy & we took letter down to P.O.  I did some work in
garden, planted 8 hills of Kentucky Wonder beans &
planted in poor sprouting of bush limas.  We had good
hamburg & mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
wrote to Mrs. Currier, enclosing a new pen & as
requested sprig of Memory vine.

JUNE 22  Wednesday  54/6am



Sunny but hazy and not so warm as yesterday, wind
southerly.  Cloudless cool evng growing new moon soon
to settle beyond Hanover Mtn. 11pm                after
morning chores Ollie & I went down to Joe Canfield’s
garage had car inspected $1.50 - grease job $1.00 & new
carborator (Plymouth) installed $13.97.  Total $16.97
Paid.   This pm after relaxing I set 7 more bean poles -
hand cultivated the (spotty) late potatoes & after a good
supper hoed the rows.  Ollie went to bed soon after
supper.  I looked over Freeman Mon & Tues.  Recd card
Vernon Beatty - Sent cheerio card to Carl Rosengren in
Vets Hosp. Albany

JUNE 23  Thursday  60/6am
76/11pm

Hazy lowery hot - Little wind.  The growing crescent
moon settled red tonight beyond Hanover.  Stars were
hazy.               Busy day.  I mowed chunk strip of heavy
hay below garden.  I got thrower from over left side of
mower when end of barn caught under a stone.  I fell on
my back and head on flat topped rock along south side. 
Pretty sore job but lucky.  Reggie & Elsie Davis called at
3:30pm.  Harlowe McLean arrived home from Indiana by
bus.  He came over 6 oco & gave us a hand getting in jag
of cured hay.  After Belle and Charley Wood had eaten
supper, he fell in front room, breaking left hip.  He was
taken by ambulance to Benedictine Hosp.  Belle
followed, returning 11 oco., alone.  X-rays taken.  AET  -
War I - Veterans will be removed to Albany Veterans
Hosp tomorrow.  Harlowe had supper with us.



JUNE 24  Friday  74/6am
80/11pm 76/12pm

Continued hot and dry weather. Pretty much overcast am
& generally sunny pm at times breezy.  Cloudless still
evng with brilliant ½ moon high over South Mtn.  I’m
pretty stuff and sore from yesterday’s fall off machine &
got around late this am, but after chores I managed to
fork the hay over, a tedious job.  Rested awhile pm. 
Mart Eckert obligingly came over & gave me a closer
hair trim.  We had good light supper & I hooked Major
to rake & pulled the hay in winrows.  Also had a call
from Mr & Mrs Leroy Shultis of Woodstock, Saugerties
road.  Charley Wood take this am Vet’s Hosp.

JUNE 25  Saturday  70/7am
70/11pm

Extremely hot and humid. Generally sunny till latter pm. 
Early evng the murk settled in with a really damp
chilling light wind off the reservoir.  Too cool to sit on
front porch.                 Worked at the opened up winrows
& cocked it up. Early pm with Harlowe McLean’s help
cleaned it up with rakings in 2 moderate loads.  Harlowe
had supper with us & Jim Burgraff called.  Sent letter to
& recd card Vernon Beatty.  Recd air letter from Mariam
saying Bob leaving for NY today.  My rump and tummy
muscles pretty sore & I worked with difficulty.



JUNE 26  Sunday  64/7am
74/11pm

Continued hot humid lowery August weather.  Sprinkle
of rain last nite and a 30 second dash this pm faired away
latter pm.  The setting sun a ball of red over Hanover & a
reddened bulging moon over S.Mtn.
Back & tummy muscles sore.  I did little as possible
other than chores.  Addie & Virgil Winchell was with us
for supper & we four attended the Annual IOOF
Memorial service at Tongore Church.  Attendence small
around 40 like last year.  The Olive Rebekahs put on a
candle light degree.  Rev. Forstberg was the speaker
Mrs Stang organist.  The lovely little girls sang, In The
Garden.  I presided on lodge request as M.C.  Deceased
members during the past year are Veteran Past Grand
Oscar Dudley, Chester A. Lyons & Carl Ullman & for
Rebekah - chester Lyons , Orpha Ankles & Margaret
Delamater.

JUNE 27 Monday  66/7am   51st anniv of my steam roller
right hand accident 74/11pm
Murky this am but the sweltering sun and daily humidity
was exceeding depressing.  Possible showers failed to
develop.  A northerly breeze developed pm calm and
moon light hazy evng.
Idid usual routine. This pm we took load manure over in
woods then I mowed a chunk of hay, part lodged closer
& alfalfa, below the hickories.  Had cows in pasture. 
Ollie made a delicious strawberry biscuit supper.  She
brought a qt. Sat. for .50cents.  As usual Ollie went to



bed and I had a nap.  Wrote birthday card to Dorothy
Lyons (Chet’s widow)  Charley Wood underwent hip
surgery in Albany Vet Hosp.  Carl Rosengren’s condition
not improved.  This date is daughter Cornelia’s 48th

birthday.  I sent card  letter & desk calendar.

JUNE 28  Tuesday  64/7am
74/11pm

Continued hot and humid & sunny with brief showers
developing latter pm.  Fair still tonite moon a bit hazy
Ollie & Harlowe McLean went early pm to get eggs at
Henry Merrihew’s - 6dz large pullet @.30cents. Also to
make office call on Dr. A.J. Tocco at Stone Ridge.    I
served as Chairman of the Primary Election Board of
Inspector  Dist.No2 - 2 - 9 voting hours using paper
ballots.  Principal contest was between Republicans
Alexander Aldrich & Hamilton Fish for 28th

Congressional Dist nomination.  126 Republican - 11
Democratic - 1 Conservative Ballots cast.  The hold over
Board consists of myself, Adele Rothman, Emma Eckert
and Rosalie Burgher.  We finished about 10:25

JUNE 29  Wednesday  66/6am
72/11pm

Sunny few clouds - hot and humid.  Part cloudless evng. 
Majestic nearing full moon. 



Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I made trip to Kingston -
taking Election returns to Town Clerk Oliver Crawford
in Olive Bridge & Board of Elections in County Bldge. 
Ollie & I were conducted thru the newly re opened
Savings & Loan Building.  Ultra modern designed.    We
did some up town shopping & A&P on Hurley Ave. 
Back home around 3:30 - a hot trip.  After supper I raked
& cocked the cured hay.  Ray Kelder was arrested late
pm at his home under the hill charged with a morals
violation allegedly exposing himself to 2 -10 year old
neighbor girls Elder and Certoma.

JUNE 30  Thursday  66/7am
68/12pm

Warm but more comfortable dryer air. Partly cloudy first
half of day. Bright sunny pm.  Majestic pleasant
temperature evng with light south wind & gorgeous
nearing full moon below High Point. 
Had a busy day - Ollie & I cleaned up the cured load of
hay & got on mow.  I mowed a 2 load strip of hay pm
below the cleaned area.  My poor rump is miserable.  We
had good hamburg, mashed spud supper.  Ollie went to
bed.  I spent evng writing Lottie Stucknowitz.  The
garden dry as a bone & needs working in.  Addie
Winchell, Mart Eckert called latter pm.

The following newspaper article found in diary for this
date:
IMPOSE 180 DAYS   Peace Justice Frank C. Carle,
Town of Olive, sentenced a West Shokan man to 180
days in the Ulster County Jail Wednesday night when he



found the man guilty of violation of probation in
connection with a morals charge.  Raymond Kelder, 56,
of West Shokan, was arrested by sheriffs deputies on a
charge of indecent exposure in the village.  Justice Carle
said that Kelder had been convicted on a similar charge
last September and was on probation at the time of the
current charge.  The investigation was launched by town
constables and concluded by Sheriffs Deputies James
Walsh and Jerry Vosek, who made the arrest.

JULY 1  Friday  56/7am
66/11pm

Hot, bone dry - sunny hay curing weather.  Light
southerly wind.  Majestic pleasant temperature evng with
early rising big moon in deep low south.           Katherine
Carr helped clean up for Ollie today $6.00 paid plue $2
for making a dress.  I got around with the sun this am &
cynamid gassed several woodchuck  holes.  How my tail
bone ached.  Did daily routine - found 1st  bach of potato
bugs.  Early pm I did a hot job forking over the cut hay
and later raked it.  After a good fresh boiled codfish &
mashed potato supper, took load manure over to Herman
Eckes.  Wonderful on front porch evng.    Ex 2 term
President, General & Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

JULY 2  Saturday  66/7am    Kingston radio repaired -



99 -6pm news 90/8:30pm
Variable part cloudiness, drying light northerly breeze. 
Generally sunny & extremely hot & dry.  Early rising
ALMOST full moon in deep south.  Hal___ night. 
Grand growing weather but gardens drying up.
Worked at the hay opened the rows for curing.  Harlowe
McLean helped clean it up pm in 2 loads (Paid him
$3.00) plus rakings which I pulled to barn with horse
rake.  Not a breath of cooling till dusk.  Addie Winchell
called pm.

JULY 3  Sunday  74/7am
85/11pm

Hot night. The full moon set at 4:35am behind Hoopole
Mtn.  Extremely hot.  DRY some thin high fleece.  Wind
light northerly.  Cloudless very warm with a gorgeous
soft full moon rising in deep south.  This one of the
hottest driest  spell over much of the country east of the
Rockies in recent memory.     Did daily routine &
otherwise languished in the seering heat.  The Olive
American Post No1627 held successful clambake in the
town recreation grove.  The new swimming pool is filled
for opening.   We had late pm call by Jean and Robert
Smith.  Bob Longyear , Jr., Robert 3 and Gaye.

JULY 4  Monday  80/7am
68/11pm

Hot night - Hot humid this forenoon.  Became overcast
& looked threatening - then gradually faired away &
noticeably cooler & clear tonight.         Did usual
morning chores then felt so let down I came in & laid on



couch.  The temperature cooled somewhat & at 1:30 I
got going & worked hand cultivating till near 6 ocolock. 
We each had a couple savory Manhattans & then a steak
& mashed potato supper for 4th July treat.  After supper
did chores & re dug up Ollie’s flower beds.  Jim Burgraff
called & had an hour pleasant chat.

JULY 5  Tuesday  66/7am
78/19pm

Not so hot as yesterday but plenty warm to work.  Part
sunny along with considerable cloudiness.  Cloudy still
evng.   
 I mowed a load of hay down in corner by big glacial
rock.  Back hurt & rested awhile early pm then got going
& cultivated. Then went thru potatoes with hiller plow
finished after supper - a tiresome job, but Major did
pretty well, tho a bit fast.  We as usual had a good
supper, after chores etc. Ollie went to bed.  I wrote card
Lottie Slacknowitz. Recd letter Ellen Witfris.  The new
town swimming pool is officially opened and a steller
attraction is youth and adults.

JULY 6 Wednesday  70/8am
70/11pm

Typical lowery August weather - with some warm
sunshine.  Developed thunder showery latter pm & we
luckily got a blustery ten minute downpour.  Dark still



evng.            Other than routine I got 6 rows of potatoes
hoed up & we cleaned up the raked & cured hay in small
load.  Harlowe McLean brot an order from Kingston
partly A&P.  We had congenial evng call from Buddy
Eckert.  Recd letter Vernon Beatty.  This is DEAR
Mother’s Birthday 1868 to March 5th 1962

JULY 7  Thursday  66/7am
72/11pm

Last evng shower perked up the garden, tho less than ¼”. 
Gradually sunnied up this morning & plenty warm. 
Northerly wind developed & good harvest weather
forecast.  Cloudless drier air tonight.
I finish shed hoeing up the potatoes forenoon.  Was
tough on my sore rump and I rested awhile on couch. 
Mid pm I hooked to machine & went around a sizeable
chunk of hay to woods corner part pretty well wood
chucked in clover growth.  I left Major to get a breather
as he was sweating & I came to the house & he must
have slowly followed & caught mower bar face to grape
vine post breaking a phill & busted harness.  Ollie made
a delicious garden strawberry biscuit for supper.

JULY 8  Friday  62/7am
70/11pm

Considerable cloudiness - southerly wind. A lusty
thunder shower developed mid pm over the Wittenbergs
& passed around Mt.Tremper Woodstock way. Cloudless
brilliant evng wind light northerly & cool dry air
My days work included 2 trips to Gus Korittke’s to get
mower phills repaired & new one installed.  Also forked



over the hay & raked it late pm.  Went over to garage
briefly & got 5 gal gas.  Ollie had a nice sausage peas &
mashed potato supper.  This is Gaye Longyear’s 20th

birthday.  Presume she & Bob Longyear are back home
in Mexico.

JULY 9  Saturday  58/7am
74/10pm

Wind light northerly. Brilliant dust dry haying weather. 
Some high white clouds. Cloudless pleasantly cool evng. 
                 Made 2 trips up to Gus Korittke’s got the
repaired mower phills & brace assembly & got same in
place.  Machine ready to operate again $2 paid.  Also
opened up the hay and this pm Harlowe McLean helped
clean it up in bone dry condition in 3 loads - none large. 
Harlowe staid for supper.  I paid him $5.  Ollie & I
plenty tired tonite.  Recd letter Mrs. Currier and Grayce
Ellis (she has been in hosp. for tests)   Sent Julia
Rhoades card & letter for her birthday 11th.

JULY 10  Sunday  68/7am
74/11pm

Sunny hot and humid. A band of thunder showers
brewed up latter pm - passing north. - off below High
Point.  We did however get a brief dasher from the west
at around 9pm             I did usual chore routine &
accompanying odd jobs.  The garden is dust dry.  During



pm & early evng I wrote air letter to Ellen Wilfris &
letter & belated birthday card to Mrs. Currier.  We had
several callers - Harlowe McLean, Joe Massimo and
grandson & also Mart Eckert.   11th anniversary of big
Bushkill and area “freschet.”  We note Don & Edna
Bishop back later pm from 2 wk. trailer trip.

JULY 11 Monday  64/7am
70/11pm

Another hot humid day with variable cloudiness &
sunshine. Scattered shower forecast failed to develop. 
Cleared beautifully at evng.  Rather brisk southerly wind
quieted.              Other than chore routine this am I
planted 2 long rows wax beans in garden.  Ground dust
dry & I wet the rows.  Also mowed another load hay that
I had  surrounded when mower broke last Thurs.  This
pm forked over the hay & latter pm raked it.  Also
drawed out load manure.  Recd card Lottie Stacknowitz. 
Miss Edna Shultis, proprietor of Bearsville 2 ½ story
rooming house suffocated in 5am fire that practically
destroyed her home.  2nd house across Bearsville bridge
on right - 6 city guests lost their belongings.

JULY 12 Tuesday  66/7am
74/11pm

Part cloudy extremely hot & dry - low humidity. 
Cloudless evng - winds were northerly.          
Did a hot daily routine - mowed another big chunk of
heavy hay behind chicken yard corner.  Got thrower from
machine again just starting.  Major in so quick & cutting
bar hit a low flat rock.  Machine buckled. I landed over



left wheel on left side elbow on flat rock.  Elbow bled all
pm.  Hip pretty sore.  Despite with Harlowe McLean’s
help we got 2 small clean up loads of yesterdays cutting. 
He helped turn the fresh hay after supper I raked it. 
Harlowe staid for supper.  I wrote reply card to Lottie
Stacknowitz.  The National League won the All Star
game over American League team 2 - 1.  Game played in
over 100 degree heat in St. Louis.   Carl Rosengren
underwent a critical lung operation am at Veteran’s
Hosp. in Albany.  Charles Wood who broke his hip is
doing well & can help himself in a wheel chair.

The following newspaper article found in diary for this
date:
ALL-STAR FACTS
St. Louis - Financial facts and figures on Tuesday’s All-
Star baseball game at Busch Memorial Stadium:
Attendance --49,936
Gross receipts --$307,848
Taxes --$22,898.69
Net receipts --$284,949.31
Radio-Television receipts --$250,000 estimated.
Division of receipts - 95 percent of the net and 60
percent of the radio-television into player pension fund,
remainder to major leagues’ central fund.
Standing of series - National won 19, American won 17,
tied one.



JULY 13  Wednesday  74/7am
78/11pm

Continuing 90 degree weather. Breezy hot and humid.
Considerable part cloudiness. Clear, very warm evng
Hay the order of the day. Cured and got in a big load
with Harlowe McLean’s help am.  Later after a rest I
cleaned up the rakings also mowed another 2 load chunk
out to the road along cows path.  Ollie & I had good
supper & had call from Frank Royce’s old friend Clifford
Graser visiting at Buckhaven Cottage from West
Clarksville, NY with wife and daughter.  Yesterday’s
injuries did not prevent my doing a hard days work. 
Recd letter Jeanne Smith that Jeannie wrote from
Mexico City that Mariam has typhoid fever.

JULY 14 Thursday  72/7am
64/12pm

A day with considerable cloudiness.  The sky was dark
really looked like some rain this am.  Hot but not so
humid breezy quick.  Clearing at evng pleasantly cooler.  
         Harlowe McLean came this am & helped level off
the hay mows & fork over the hay.  This pm I raked the
cut hay, and later as Ollie & I were getting a load.  Otto
Skinner stopped & gave a lusty hand pitching  it on in a
big load.  I later cleaned up rakings which I pulled to
barn with rake.  Also I sold Otto Skinner my big
Hereford calf for $55.00.  This is Harlowe’s 73 birthday. 
Ollie invited him with Addie and Virgil Winchell to an
excellent birthday supper with Harlowe as special guest. 
Later this evng we had an enjoyable call from Frank



Royce’s friends Mr & Mrs Clifford Graves.  Mr & Mrs
Clyde Burdick,  Miss Silvia Graves and Miss Joan
Burdick.  They will leave early in the morning for home.

JULY 15 Friday  54/6am
66/11pm

Brilliant - scattered high clouds - northerly wind.
Pleasant temperature and low humidity - cloudless cool
evng.                       Ollie & I got around 6:30 & put off
the load of hay in the cool temp.  Ollie said it was chilly
on the hay rake behind garage.  I mowed another strip of
hay some heavy lodged clover along the old blind ditch. 
During pm I forked it over - raked it.  After supper -
steak & mashed potatoes, I mowed another heavy chunk
behind the garage.  Excellent hay curing weather.

JULY 16  Saturday  54/7am
62/11pm

Considerable part cloudiness developed - Low humidity
northerly wind quieting during pm.  Excellent haying
weather - but no sign of so badly needed rain. Clear real
cool evng.              We put in a busy day with the hay. 
Dried out yesterday’s - last evng - cutting.  Harlowe
McLean came pm & we cleaned up with rakings in 2
loads.  Also turned last evng cutting, raked & cocked it. 
Late pm I mowed another partly clover chunk adjoining



the clean up.  Harlowe went home around 5 oco.  Ollie &
I had rather late supper but a good one.

JULY 17 Sunday  64/7am
66/11pm

Partly cloudy southerly wind. Seering dry & turning
warmer - cloudless and refreshingly cool evng.
We had a surprise early 3 hour visit this forenoon by a
Walden trio Mr and Mrs Fred Ronk and Mrs Olivia
Sheldon.  Ollie had nicely got around - no breakfast & I
hadn’t been to the barn to do chores.  We didn’t get
much Sunday rest.  This pm I raked the near dry hay cut
yesterday & later got in a dust dry load left out to cure. 
Tonite I complied a Freeman news copy - first in several
weeks.

JULY 18  Monday  64/7am
82/11pm

Partly overcast high dry clouds.  Breezy heat getting
turned on again.  Starlight evng but warm.
Ollie & I kept at the hay. Cured and go in another load
hay & rakings.  Mowed another thick chunk & later
turned and raked it.  It’s drier by the day.  We try to
conserve water but Bishops with their deep jet pump in
the well use it lavishly presumably hoping to run our
shallow pump dry.  I finished and mailed Freeman copy
this am.  Recd card Lottie Stacknowitz - tonite I wrote
Vernon Beatty.

JULY 19 Tuesday  76/7am
64/11pm



Cloudy hot & humid drying windy night.  General
thunder showers developed pm.  We most thankfully got
some lovely down pouring rain.  ¾” or so.  Cleared evng
cooler.              The garden greened up like magic. Most
real rain since 9 & 10th June.   I opened up the raked hay
& dried it out.  Ollie & I got it in a good load before
noon.  After a rest I cleaned up the rakings & drawed out
and spread manure just ahead of the first shower from
High Point.  We had good supper & I finished letter
Vernon Beatty.  Also had a bath & shirt change.

JULY 20  Wednesday  58/7am
64/11pm

Brilliant cool brisk northerly wind. Partly cloudy.
Cloudless evng with new moon over the barn, headed
behind Hanover.            Everything looks so refreshed
but the ground is quickly drying out.  I’m just tired today. 
Did daily routine and mowed the remaining strip of hay
along driveway then  took an hours nap & latter pm
forked the hay over.  We had delicious steak & mashed
potato supper and then put off the load of hay on wagon. 
28 years ago today I caught fingers of my left hand in hay
mow pulley.  This is Margaret Winchell’s 62 birthday. 
She is now an inmate of the Middletown State Hospital.

JULY 21  Thursday  52/7am
62/11pm



Partly cloudy low humidity moderately warm, wind light.
Some overcast evng.  Chilly. Growing new moon over
north end South Mtn - later overcast.                   We
worked at the hay turned and raked the cut strip along
driveway and got the load in barn and on mow.  I also
mowed an angle strip in woods corner bordering road
and cross patch.  Also cleaned up rakings.  Addie &
Virgil Winchell came late pm & it was 9 oco before
Ollie & I had supper.  This am Ruth Rosengren and
daughter Gloria called briefly.  Recd letter Jean Smith . 
Mrs. Robert Brueckner has won a 1966 Ford Mustang
car 1st prize from Standard Furniture Co.

JULY 22  Friday  54/6am
66/11pm

There was considerable cloudiness. Wind light, warm
low humidity.  Starlight evng but near ½ moon hazy over
South Mtn.            Worked at the cut hay - turned and
raked it cleaned it up with rakings pm 2 loads.  Harlowe
McLean helped with first.  I paid him $5.00 to date.  I
also cut another load & raked it up.  Woodchucks & deer
wallow the clover down.   Wrote Vernon Beatty this am
& card to Carl Rosengren.  Ollie had good mashed
potato & boiled pork supper with flour gravy.  The
Onteora races are roaring tonite.

JULY 23  Saturday  56/6am
74/11PM

Hot and humid - southerly wind. Variable high overcast
but sunny.  Cooler air evng. Moon almost half.



Kept going with the hay, opened up & cured yesterdays
cutting and Harlowe McLean obligingly helped us clean
up the load and rakings pm and no charge.  I also spread
load manure.  I’ve felt “so tired” today.  Ollie & I had a
good supper and then I mowed another load of hay -
atmosphere pleasant and breezy.  The Town of Olive
Republican Club held a $7 Clambake pm in the
recreational grove.  Bruce Miller of Shokan killed
2:30am in one car crash on 28 - at entrance Upper
Boiceville road.  His car traveling east at high speed
went out of control & hit a culvert.  He was thrown from
the wrecked car.

JULY 24  Sunday  62/6am
74/11pm

Sunny somewhat hazy wind southerly.  Extremely hot
and bone dry, humidity.  Little overcast  _____ then
haze.  Full half moon tonight arching lower over S.Mtn.   
            Even uncomfortably warm this pm on front porch
but pleasant tonite.  This pm (tho for some unexplained
reason I was thinking deeply of  him today) we had a
much unexpected pm hour visit by Mr and Mrs Alex
Gwinn of Carlstadt NJ.  I had seen neither in a number of
years.  Last time where Alex and his then about 13 year
old Barbara & son younger Allen stopped while passing
on bicycles.  Barbara now has 4 children.  Harlowe
Mclean also called.  We did little as possible to bear the



heat, but late pm before supper I raked and cocked up the
bone dry hay.  Today is Bob and Mariam’s 29th wedding
anniversary.  They were married 2pm in the family
Central
Cong. Church in Brooklyn

JULY 25  Monday  64/7am
80/11pm

Considerable murk & variable overcast. Breezy and not
to hot & humid as yesterday. Cloudless warm evng -
Moon plump half over S. Mtn.                We worked at
the hay, cut the last of the woods corner & got in 2 small
loads, the last after supper.  At last the long haying draws
to a close.  The side hill remains uncut except the south
corner.  The NY Stock Market had the worst decline
since the death of Pres. John F. Kennedy, Nov. 23, 1963. 
I finished air mail letter this am to Mariam, with birthday
card & greetings for their 29th wedding anniversary.

JULY 26  Tuesday  68/7am
70/11pm

Hot and lowery - mostly overcast, faired away evng &
moon shone among clouds.  We got a 5 min. 6 ocolock
stone wetting shower.           We cleaned up the last small
load and rakings of the woods corner hay, practically
finished the haying.  I am reminded that this date is my
good Father’s birthday. 1859-to Jan23, 1934.  He was
born on his great grandfather’s farm Andries Davis,
which in pre reservoir years was Silas Terwilliger’s.  His
parents moved to Watson Hollow where he spent his
early boyhood.  His mother Isabelle VanDevort Davis



died there in 1872 - and as Pa used to say the family of 5
was scattered to the 4 winds of heaven.  We had am 1st

mess of string (wax) beans for supper, with steak &
boiled potatoes.  Recd letter Grayce Ellis & card Vernon
Beatty.

JULY 27  Wednesday  58/6am
70/11pm

Pleasantly cooler this morning gradually increasing hazy,
overcast - occasional sunshine.  Had light rain latter pm
& early eve.  South wind tonite.                 Do darn tired
or drug out feeling.  Did usual routine & after an early
pm nap on couch I hooked up Major and mowed upper
part of side hill dead ripe 4 ft high June grass - to lie on
ground.  Pulled 3 rake’s full to barn for feeding.  As
usual Ollie & I had good supper.  Wrote cards to Grayce
Ellis & Vernon Beatty.   The famous circle on 28
entering Kingston - known as the Black Hole of Calcutta,
controversial for 2 years was officially lighted tonite. 
Formal opening Ceremonies held 10am.

JULY 28  Thursday  66/7am
74/11pm

Some showers in night.  Lowery humid with occasional
brief showers, overcast evng. 
We are both fagged out & did only routine & spent
considerable time just resting.  A sudden deluge this pm



drenched out exhibits at Woodstock Library Fair.  Today
is daughter Mariam’s 52nd birthday.  Born during a rainy
warm evening at the home of her grandparents Mr and
Mrs William Simpson.  Dr.Fuller officiated.  After usual
good supper I was to tired to write & went to bed.  A
county ditcher operated by George Hamilton & town
____ hauling bricks are doing an extensive upper side
road widening along the woods back sides of historical
SPOOK ROCK.  Daisy’s Aunt - Sharp tongued Lizzie
Decker VanKleeck died last nite in Kingston.

JULY 29 Friday  62/7am
64/11pm

Continued warm and humid with northerly wind - hazily
sunny.  Clearing atmosphere pm.  Brisk wind evng 
Clear. Brilliant near full moon rare in deep south over
Bishop’s house.               Recd air letter from Mariam
Gaye & Jeannie  Robert due to arrive from New York
today.  Mariam has recovered from typhoid sufficiently
to resume golf - tho still not feeling very well due
antibiotics which lowered her red blood count.  Mariam
said it seems like old times with the girls home.  I wrote
them 2 air cards today. Tonite I wrote Jean & Robt.
Smith.

JULY 30  Saturday  56/6am
58/11pm

Pleasantly cool night & today. Pretty much overcast with
filtered afternoon sunshine. Chilly evng. Moon shone
thru clouds.                   Did usual routine - This pm I
spread load manure and started mowing under the hill,



but machine malfunctioned & had to quit.  Put it in
garage & pulled off left wheel but the clutch gear OK.  I
finished and mailed Freeman copy.  Recd formal
invitation from Jeanne Crispell Longyear to attend her
Union Protestant Evangelical church wedding to Victor
Chavez Ocampo on June 27th at  Low Twelve. 
Reception to follow at her parent’s home, San
Buenaventura 542 - Club De Golf, Mexico.  
Mrs. Jennie Every Miller 78 in Jan. widow of Raymond
Miller died Sept. 1940, of Brodhead Road died suddenly
this pm as she sat in rocking chair in her old home.

JULY 31  Sunday 54/7am    I picked the first ripe tomato
62/11pm

Ideal mid summer weather. Brilliant atmosphere & warm
sunshine - with some high dry weather clouds.  Cool near
cloudless evng & brilliant far south almost full moon.       
       We spend the day leisurely.  Addie & Virgil
Winchell called early pm.  Largely afternoon attended
Olive Democratic Club picnic held at the Town
Recreation Grove where an old coming atmosphere
prevailed.  Latter pm Ollie & I took a ride up to her
lonesome home & down over Bushkill Hill in return. 
Harlowe McLean stopped on his way home from the
picnic & gave us the high lights.  Ollie & I had a good
supper & I spend the evng writing news copy for Catskill
Mtn. Star.



AUGUST 1  Monday  64/7am
72/11pm

Searing 90 degree weather.  Bright hot sunshine - still
west developing latter pm overcast - Full moon
considerably clouded under.                  Harlowe McLean
came this am and helped adjust conked out mowing
machine.  Mart Eckert called early pm.  Later Harlowe,
Ollie & I went to Woodstock & paid respects at the bier
of Jennie Miller at Lasher’s.  The room was banked with
endless floral tributes.  We then did some shopping at
several marts & came back by way of Shady & Mt.
Tremper.  We called at Alf Evers but wasn’t home. 
Charley Wood returned home today from Veteran’s
Hospital.  We stopped to greet him.  He looks fine.  He
& Belle were eating supper.  She is thin and haggard. 
We had good supper & later I lay out on porch couch
awhile, as the beclouded full moon was rising.

AUGUST 2  Tuesday 64/7am
66/11pm

Cloudy humid with southerly wind, brot gusty light
showers but cleared evng.  Cooler ¼” rain.
Did daily routine, spread load manure & got 3 rake loads
of cut hay from under hill for fodder.  Took a nap this
pm feel tired & depressed.  Funeral 2pm at Lasher’s for
Jennie Miller.  Eulogy by Rev. Merton Cady.  Interment
Tongore cemetery.  We had steak & tried new red
potatoes for supper - small but good.  Recd letter Lottie
Stacknowitz & wrote reply tonite.



AUGUST 3  Wednesday  60/8am
60/11pm

Brilliant fresh northerly wind. Low humidity. Some high
clouds. Ideal midsummer, the light rain just a brief
refresher.  Cloudless - chill in the air tonite.
Did daily routine.  I mowed the remaining hay under the
hill.  Machine now works OK.  Latter pm raked it & brot
overnite feeding up to barn.  Mid pm we had an
unexpected & welcome front porch visit by my old and
esteemed friend from boyhood, Lester Personeus, now
living in Kingston & wintering in Florida.  He was 72 in
April.  Now retired on Social Security.  Ollie & I had
usual good supper & she went to bed & I had a nap.

AUGUST 4  Thursday  54/7am
68/11pm

Brilliant chilly waning moonlite nite.  Cloudless low
humidity. Partial high overcast developed pm wind light. 
Still pleasantly cool evng.               Our principal days
job was getting load hay under the hill for feeding off
wagon.  Later I had a nap on couch.  Then sharpened
machine knives and cleaned the weeds from onion rows
in garden.  As usual had a good supper.  9:15pm had
fone call from Tom Smith - Noble Grand of Phoenicia
IOOF lodge requesting that I come up tomorrow evng &



conduct Chaplain services for Past District Deputy Heinz
Henf who died suddenly yesterday.

AUGUST 5  Friday  56/7am
66/11pm

Sunny warm bone dry atmosphere - low humidity. Wind
light - cloudless evng, pleasantly cool.
Did daily routine but little else today.  No pep.  Addie
Winchell called latter pm.  I had light supper & Ollie
hers later.  This evng Harlowe McLean Ollie & I went to
Phoenicia at Gormley’s parlors & attended fraternal
services for Heinz Henf.  The Fire Company Phoenicia
IOOF Lodge No154 and Margaretville Masonic Lodge.  I
took the Chaplains part in Odd Fellows service and Paul
Herdman as Noble Grand - for NG Tom Smith.

AUGUST 6  Saturday  60/7am
70/11pm

Continued drying warm. Sunny to partly cloudy. Still.
Warm humid evng.  Hazily starlight. 
I have no pep - did daily routine.  Had 2 ½ hour rest and
snooze on couch.  Ollie managed to clean up kitchen
floor and gas stove.  Latter pm I got up enuf gumption to
clean up along woods corner.  As usual we had a good
supper.  Ollie went to bed & I took a bath.  Luci - 19 year
old daughter of Pres.and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson and
Pat Nugent 23, were elaborately married at noon in the
Catholic National Shrine in Washington, DC.  Among
notables present was Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Longsworth
married in 1906 to Senator Longworth deceased.



AUGUST 7  Sunday  64/7am
74/11pm

Extremely hot and lowery with haze & considerable
cloudiness.  82/7pm - mid day mid 90s.  About the
hottest depressing day of the summer.           Other than
the daily round of chores we contented ourselves trying
to beat the heat.  The early evng on front porch to warm
for comfort on couch.  Harlowe McLean the only caller.

AUGUST 8  Monday  62/7am
68/11pm

Sunny, few clouds and not so hazy or quite as hot nor
humid as yesterday.  No sign of 40% possible pm & evng
showers.                   Did daily routine & little else of
note.  Mart Eckert came noontime & cut my hair with his
electric outfit.  Harlowe McLean called as Ollie & I were
eating a good supper.  I wrote Vernon Beatty & card to
Lottie Stacknowitz.  Tonite I started Freeman news copy.

AUGUST 9 Tuesday  64/7am
74/12pm

Hot muggy hazy mountains shrouded.  Dark still evng.     
          Seems everybodys in slow motion. Did chores &
that was it. No callers.  We had a delicious peach short
cake supper.  Box bruised A&P peaches.  I went out on
porch till darkness closed the dismal view.



AUGUST 10  Wednesday  68/7am
74/11pm

Hot humid lowery heavy haze.  Sunny and clearing trend
pm.  Atmosphere cleared 90 degrees/7:30pm
Other than chores we just drifted & tried to be
comfortable as possible.  I enjoyed front porch couch as
darkness fell.  Addie & Virgil Winchell called pm & brot
a 6 pack of Piels.  We had nice cracked open red
potatoes & steak for supper.  Far distant dim lightning
flash  off east tonite.

AUGUST 11  Thursday  64/7am
74/11pm

Continued hazy warm & humid with variable overcast &
hot sunshine. Southerly wind. Gusty thunder showers
developed during pm.  We had ½” most welcome
refreshing rain.  Dark windy evng. About 6:20 a short
crack stilled the kitchen clock & dining room radio. 
Otherwise no disrupted fone or electric service.  This am
I spread load manure out along woods corner & hauled
several rake loads of cut hay together around woodchuck
holes.  Dr and Mrs. Hoppenstadt of Rosendale called mid
pm.  He opened up Bubbles Jr. left hind teat for _____
tissue.  Charge $2.00 paid.  Recd letter Jean Smith that
she & Robert 3 have gone to Mexico for Jeanne’s big
splurge wedding Aug. 27th.

AUGUST 12  Friday  66/7am
66/11pm



Partly cloudy, windy warm but not so humid.  Starlight
evng.              Did daily routine. This pm Harlowe
McLean Ollie & I made a trip to Henry Merrihew’s for
eggs & then over to Woodstock & after getting back to
his house Harry and Marie Siemsen called & later came
& visited awhile on front porch.  Egg prices had receded
from recent dry weather advances - to Large .50 -
medium .40 and small .30 a dozen.

AUGUST 13  Saturday  68/7am
60/11pm

Sunny brilliant considerable high cloudiness.  Low
humidity wind light.  Clear cool evng.   
This am I spread load manure & pulled 4 rake loads of
dead dry hay up to the barn for feeding.  This pm
Harlowe McLean driving our car, Ollie & I took a trip up
to Westkill & paid an unexpected call on a correspondent
Rev. Ron Fleming & brother Jack who are completely
renovating  an old farm house, more recently the home of
an artist - on the once Stoddard farm.  They are college
men - Jack a school teacher.  Location across a wooden
bridge left from the highway.  Stopped at Ray Kirk’s
radio shop by the old Phoenicia RR station & had a tube
replaced on Philco radio $3.11 paid.  Harlowe had
supper with us.



 
AUGUST 14  Sunday  50/7am

62/11pm
Bright sunny, mackeral sky this am - clouded over latter
pm & rained lightly.  Dark evng.  Warm and humid air.    
                   Just did chore routine - both spent
considerable time on our couches in living room.  Tuned
in on Kingston station pm broadcast of NY Yankee -
Cleveland double header.  NY won both 6-4 & 5-4.  I
read May Reader’s Digest - 2nd phase of The Last Battle -
for Berlin 1945.  Tonite wrote to Rev. Ron Fleming reply
& card to Julia Rhoades letter.

AUGUST 15 Monday  60/7am
66/11pm

Had brief downpour around day break.  Dismal murky
close.  Sun partly broke thru latter pm briefly.
We both lost am pep, so loggy.  Maybe the weather.  I
drawed out weekend manure & raked up some heavy wet
dew hay & brot to barn on hay wagon to feed up.  Let
cows in pasture pm first in week.  We had 1st mess
Kentucky Wonder beans for supper.  Ollie went to bed. I
wrote card Ada Bell.

AUGUST 16 Tuesday 64/7am
72/12pm

Lowery dismal humid murk.  A light south wind,
occasional  whisps of pm sunshine.  Developed thunder
showery 6pm & during evng we got an easy garden
wetting rain.                     Feel droopy & rested now and
then on couch.  Ollie the same - I worked awhile in



garden pm now getting some ripe Valient tomatoes but
those on the sturdy  upright Beefsteak plants have bottom
rot.  We had a good chicken supper.  Later I took a bath
& changed BVDs and wrote letter to Mr & Mrs Vernon
Grisley Grahamsville (correction Wed. nite)

AUGUST 17  Wednesday  66/7am
64/11pm

Mostly cloudy am. Bright sunny pm with brisk northerly
wind.  Clear clamed tonite. Pleasant weather.
This pm Harlowe McLean Ollie & I went to Kingston
with our car.  Did A&P & other up town shopping &
then visited the annual Ulster County Fair at Forsythe
Park.  There were many and interesting attractions & an
unusually large crows.  We came back by Hurley Mtn &
up the Spillway Road.  Stopped at Mrs. Beatrice
Canfield’s refreshment stand & had hot dogs, a nice chat
$.00 paid.  Haven’t seen her since our Christmas dinner
visit.  Addie Winchell called after we got home 6 oco. 
Had light supper & Ollie went to bed & I hit my couch
till 11pm.  Recd air letter from Ellen Wilfris also letter
Grayce Ahrens.

AUGUST 18  Thursday  66/7am
64/12pm

Continued burning hot and dust dry.  Sunny with some
high clouds.  Clear still pleasantly cool tonite.



Other than routine I got in a partial load of the side hill
dried cut hay for feeding.  It’s surprising how the stock
eats it, cut 3 weeks ago.  Ollie’s special task this pm was
defrosting the refrigerator long needed.  We had a
delicious fried fish supper from A&P tail end fresh fish
.10cents lb.  She went to bed.  I laid comfortably on front
porch couch and watched the night shades deepen.  The
record breaking Ulster Co. fair second day closed at
5pm.  Dr. DeForest E. Jarvis 86 of Barre VT died after 2
mo. In nursing home.  He wrote 2 best seller book Folk
Medicine and  Arthritis and Folk Medicine about 5 years
ago.
31 years ago tonite Aunt Cornelia L. Bishop died at her
home.  She was sick and gradually failing for about 10
days.  Undertaker H.Lee Breithaupt was called & took
charge.

AUGUST 19 Friday  
64/11pm

Sunny am mostly overcast pm.  Clear pleasantly cool
evng. Still.  Searing hot and withering dry.
Did daily chore routine. No callers - Just  too hot to
work.  Katherine Carr came unexpectedly this am &
spent the day till her husband came for her after work. 
She gave Ollie a big helping hand cleaning up.  We gave
her a gal. of milk & 2.00.  Both Kingston radios WGHQ
& WKY gave a complete coverage from the time
President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson and daughter 
Lynd B. arrived at Steward Field airport about 6pm &
covered the entourage to Walden Pine Bush & Walker
Valley thru the P_____ Ellenville Community Hospital



dedication address to overnight quarters at the Nevele
Country Club.  It was a stupendous event to Ellenville
and Ulster Co. principally thru efforts of Senator Joe
Resnick of Ellenville

AUGUST 20 Saturday  58/7am
64/11pm

Continued bone dry sunny withering drought - not quite
so hot & humid as yesterday & some ________
Bright sunny & few scattered high clouds.  Cloudless
still cool evng.  Brilliant crescent moon on S. Mtn. 
I completed and mailed air letter to Jeannie Longyear
with $20 check as a wedding gift & $100 to Mariam for
Daisy’s Aug. support.  Mid day Ollie & I went down to
Olive Bridge & got a 95lb baby calf from Al Fox, Jr. to
put on Bubbles Jr. cow $23.00 paid.  The radio covering
of President LB Johnson’s over nite visit to Ellenville
was resumed thru am till his conveying helicopter left the
Nevele Hotel at 9 ocolock.  We talked with Bob Smith
who is making an overnight stay at Ledgerock.  Addie &
Virgil Winchell came 4pm & had supper with us & had
pleasant visit.  Olive Bridge church served  5 oco.
Chicken barbeque.  Onteora  featured races roaring
tonite.

AUGUST 21  Sunday  
74/11pm



Hazily sunny without the withering glare of yesterday &
more pleasant temperature.  Both the sun and growing
______ moon set a dull fiery red.                      Did usual
routine & rested.  We had a most unexpected brief call
mid pm by Mr and Mrs Aartsen Van Wagenen of River
Road, Poughkeepsie.  He said he has not been here in 35
years.  I also wrote a Freeman News Copy.  We had a
good supper of shell beans with one part matured ear of
sweet corn, steak and new red potatoes.  Ollie went to
bed early & I staid up till 11 oco.  Wrote air mail letter &
enclosed clippings to Mariam & Bob.  Ex 3 term Sheriff
Claude Bell had  severe back injuries this pm falling
from 6ft retaining wall at his home on Bell Lane.  He
was taken by ambulance to Benedictine Hosp.  1 ½ yrs
ago he was hospitalized several weeks due to fall from
ladder which slipped from under him on ice as he was
attempting to clean ice from gutter.

AUGUST 22  Monday  72/7am
74/11pm

Very warm and humid - thick August haze.  Sunshine
screened.  We had a brief 6pm shower.  Sticky weather.
Moon visible briefly early evng.                    Did daily
routine - Spread load manure pm & broth 6 rake loads of
hay up to barn.  Addie Winchell called during pm.  I
wrote up a batch of Freeman news items.  Recd letter
Grace Ellis telling vividly of President Johnson’s brief
stop in Walden Friday pm enroute to Ellenville.  I
answered tonite & enclosed clippings from Catskill Mtn.
Star.  Jim Burgraff called early evng and brot some



lovely green beans.  He’s been canning for winter.  Has
grand garden pumps water from brook.

The following is from newspaper clipping found in diary
for this date:
EX-SHERIFF HURT IN FALL AT HOME
Claude Bell, former Ulster County sheriff, was injured
Sunday afternoon when he fell 10 feet off a retaining
wall near the garage at his West Shokan home.
Mrs. Bell said today that her husband was adjusting a
hose he was using to sprinkle the lawn when he
apparently stepped too far back and he fell to the ground. 
He was taken to Benedictine Hospital by ambulance and
admitted after treatment for a back injury.
Last year, Bell fell from a ladder while adjusting
television equipment at his home, and at that time he
suffered a back injury, from which he didn’t fully
recover.  X-rays were being taken at the hospital today,
according to Mrs. Bell.

AUGUST 23  Tuesday 75/7am
72/11pm

Muggy and murky this am. We got a brief light rain.
Sunny pm clearing away.  Moon ½ tonite & cooler.
Had no zip did daily routine & cleaned up in chicken
house.  My right leg became very sore & lame & a job to
get the cows from pasture bars.  We had excellent new



potatoes meat loaf  tomatoes & string bean supper. Ollie
went to bed.  I laid down awhile to ease up on my leg. 
The New York Stock Market has sunk steadily for 2
weeks & lowest since 1962. One issue the unpopular
Viet Nam War, another high & scarce money & steadily
rising food prices.

AUGUST 24  Wednesday  62/7am

Brilliant - northerly wind. High part cloudiness.  Dry
cool air - Streaky mackeral sky evng & moon plump half
over High Point.                        My leg hurt all day.  I did
little but chore routine.  We were invited by Al Fox, Sr.
to be his guest today at the  Annual Rhinebeck Fair -
running 6 days, but neither feeling up to it regretfully
declined.  However  he and Harlowe McLean went.  We
had delicious home garden supper - sweet corn &
tomatoes & meat loaf.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a nap
till 10 oco.  Recd card Lottie Stacknowitz also wrote her.

AUGUST 25  Thursday  62/7am
66/11pm

Partly cloudy light wind northerly. Pleasant temperature
but dust dry overcast evng.
Ollie & I went to Kingston pm with Harlowe McLean. 
Did some A&P and Up Town shopping.  We went and
returned by Hurley Mtn Route.  I borrowed $100 from 1st

Federal S&L accts. & dep in State NY Natl Bank.  Also
sold my long held 67 shares non paying American
Motors stock @ 9.00 share.  Tired as usual.  Did chores
had good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I took a nap.  Our



barn swallows are gone.  Many times I’ve heard my good
Dad said “The swallows never let September winds blow
on them.”   Bubbles Jr. cow bred Angus 6:00

AUGUST 26  Friday  62/7am
60/11pm

Dust dry low humidity. Part cloudy brilliant light
westerly wind. Cloudless chilly evng. Nearing full moon
- arching low in south toward High Point.                     
Did usual routine, had cows below garden pm - grass
short & dry.  I cleaned up the rest of the side hill dried
hay & brot to barn with rake.  Accord Farmers Co op
delivered 4 bags Agway corn feed @ 4.10 & 1 bag
cracked corn @4.20 - paid - had .75 cent credit for return
bags , 2% disc for cash.  Harlowe McLean called briefly
pm.  - as usual we had good supper - Ollie went to bed.  I
wrote cards Lottie Stacknowitz, Vernon Haskins.

AUGUST 27  Saturday  54/7am
66/11pm

Bright sunshine.  Light northerly wind burning hot.
Showery conditions developed late pm.  A heavy thunder
shower passed around other side of reservoir.  We had
light rain as the disturbance spread around west. Light
overcast evng & cooler.  Moon hazy.               Other than
chore routine I had a lazy day.  No initiative and so hot. 
Ollie invited Addie & Virgil Winchell & Harlowe



McLean for supper - Cabbage rolls slice tomatoes, baked
beans apple pie etc.  Addie brought her share including 6
pack of beer.   I had the cows in withered grass below
garden rock pm.  This Jeanne Longyear’s wedding day.  
President Lyndon Johnson’s 58the birthday.

AUGUST 28  Sunday  62/7am
66/11pm

The drought continues unrelenting.  Bright sunny with
some morning clouds. Cool cloudless evng almost full
moon.                            This pm Ollie & I went to the
Pioneer Youth Camp in Rifton & I took a singing  part in
season’s farewell entertainment program.  Transportation
was provided.  We had refreshments & supper and came
home with Sonja Malkine group from Woodstock.  The
after glow view coming over the dykes and dam was
simply majestic - over 100,000 broke all record
attendance at Rhinebeck Dutchess Co. fair that closed
today.

AUGUST 29  Monday  64/7am
66/11pm

Hazily sunny hot dry as usual. Developed thunder
showery around north latter pm - faired cloudless cooler
evng.  Big red moon hangs deep south.                              
   Another lazy day. Ollie all in & spent the time on
couch but as usual we had a good supper & she hit the
bed again.  I creamed thru Albany Sunday Paper. 
Harlowe McLean called latter pm.  The NY Stock
Market slides lower and lower by the day.  The public
ownership is confused and bewildered.



AUGUST 30  Tuesday  64/7am
76/11pm

Hazily sunny, burning hot & humid pm breeze light. 
Full moon rose lite tonite. 
At 2:45pm the fire siren sounded off and the local truck
responded to a small woods fire on South side of back
road below Ollie’s quarry road.  Later we went up to
look see.  Ollie laid on couch most of day.  I did
considerable of the same.  Just to hot to stir around.  To
warm for comfort evng  out on porch couch.  Recd letter
from Grayce Ellis describing a night on sitter duty at
Newburgh St. Luke’s Hosp.  Also got card Vernon
Beatty.

AUGUST 31  Wednesday  64/7am
66/11pm

Part overcast hot hazy humid. A brisk thunder shower
packed down over the east side pm - another around
south.  Full moon shining among clouds. Cooler than last
nite.                     Another lazy day for both of us.  No
pep to try and do anything.  Addie Winchell called latter
pm.  Recd letter Vernon Haskins & answered by care
tonite.  He is concerned that neither of us hear from
E.H.Munch all summer.



SEPTEMBER 1 Thursday  58/7am
62/12pm

Practically cloudless - light breeze stewed. Same hot &
dry & cool nights - moon well up at 11pm & starting to
work its orbit north.                                 The back road
woods fire got started up again, burned  over an acre or
so before the fire truck responded noon hour.  Mart
Eckert came over & cut my hair this pm.  One of the pigs
got over the inside pen fence.  Harlowe McLean came
over pm & helped make repairs.  Otherwise but chores it
was the same to hot to work lazy day for both Ollie & I. 
As usual had good supper.  I wrote Lotti Stacknowitz
tonite.  Recd Onteora School Tax bills.  This year higher
rate $124 + per M.
The following is a newspaper clipping found  in diary for
this date:
RAINFALL AT 2:07
Edmund T. Cloonan, water department superintendent,
today reported an August rainfall of only 2:07 inches in
the area of Cooper Lake, the city’s main reservoir.  This
was .04 of an inch less than the July total and 3.20 inches
under the August, 1965 total.  The reservoir, he said, is
6.2 feet below spillway level or at about 75 per cent of
capacity.

SEPTEMBER 2  Friday  58/7am
76/11pm

Gross crackling hot & humid.  Somewhat breezy.  Nearly
100 degrees on inside kitchen porch past pm.  A few



scattered clouds.  Cloudless close evng - 82 degrees
8:30pm
Another do nothing day.  Just putting in the time other
than daily routine.  Harlowe McLean called mid day. 
Ollie had but rest last night in a week.  As usual we had a
good supper.  Later I took a bath & changed BVDs then
went out on porch couch & watched the declining moon
as it race over Kingston.

SEPTEMBER 3  Saturday  64/7am
62/11:30pm

Overcast damp “cool” - a gray day reminiscent  of
November.  Vast change from yesterday.  Gradually set
in rainy around 4 ocolock & continued as showers light
to heavier into the night.  Lovely easy soaking rain - but
to late to greatly benefit parched withered gardens.           
              Spread big load manure this morning - and other
than routine little accomplished.  Ollie feeling way off
par & ate but little.  I ate supper alone.  Lena Brewster
called pm.  Recd card Jean Smith.  They are relaxing
after the wedding in Acapulco  (Period)  Shokan Lodge
resumed weekly meeting tonite after July-Aug vacation.

SEPTEMBER 4  Sunday  56/7am
64/12pm

It was rainy along thru the night and with the clouds
hanging heavy developed into a morning dowpour and



continued tell early pm.  Dim lightning off beyond the
Wittenbergs tonight.  The ground eagerly soaked up the 3
4/10in. Fall & there was little or no run off.  So Praise
God from Whom all blessings flow tho to late to help
crops much.                                     We did daily routine
& that was it.  Harlowe McLean called pm.  The fone
was out all day till I talked with Pratt Boice tonite & he
plans to attend the picnic tomorrow.  Tonite I wrote long
letter to E.H.Munch

SEPTEMBER 5  Monday  56/7am
64/11pm

Cleared in night. Brilliant pleasant temperature.  Partly
cloudy.  Chilly tonite, breezy. 
Did daily routine - Ollie & I attended the Boiceville
Labor Day picnic with Addie and Virgil Winchell &
Mrs. Mary Palen, later they had supper with us.  Picnic
note - Lesser crowd than last year, not over 90 a factor
was weather uncertainly and little or no advertising.  A
full supply of refreshments on sale by the Shokan Boy
Scouts in charge of leader Tom Fickus.  Business
meeting called 2:40pm by Pratt Boice acting President
due to absence of Herbert Wells.  Invocation,
benediction and address by Rev Eric Frostburg - Olive
Bridge ME minister.  Pledge of Allegiance led by 2
scouts.  Remarks of welcome by Pratt Boice, also by
Secy, Elwyn C. Davis.  Excellent talk by Jesse Shurter
who made note of the death of area  residents, Oscar
Dudley & Jennie Miller.  Speakers expressed an urge for
better arrangements for next year & more interest by the
up & coming generation.  35 members of the Pratt Boice



family present .  With no sound amplifier facilities
musical entertainment was not favorable.  Barbara
Moncure unable to be present & add luster.  For next
year the arrangements to be in charge of Tom Fickus &
Don Avery with scout co operation. Elwyn c. Davis to
continue as Secy Treas.  The collection taken $42.21. 
Expenses incurred $35.00 Secy Treas balance carried
forward for next year on Olive Reunion acct in State of
NY Natl Bank $177.80.  The grove is noted in excellent
condition.  The refreshment serving netted 78.30 with
donations.
The NY State 7 day Syracuse fair ended with a record
attendence of  528,569

SEPTEMBER 6  Tuesday  52/7am
64/11pm

Brilliant refreshed.  Part cloudy. Westerly wind. Pleasant
temperature. Clear rather chilly tonight.
Did little but chores - either of us & rested on couch. 
This pm Pioneer Youth Camp bought my 200lb fat 3 mo.
Old angus calf .30cents lb cash $60.  Harlowe McLean
came this am & helped weight the calf.  We had good
supper.  I spent evng writing Lottie Stacknowitz & card
to Simon Richmond of Hobart & Vernon Beatty.  The
rain filled up Ollie’s near dry spring & brought streams
to life.



SEPTEMBER 7  Wednesday  52/7am
66/11pm

Part to mostly overcast heavy draggy fall approaching. 
Clouds - Wind light, pleasant on the cool side
temperature.  Starlight chilly evng.                     Ollie & I
made a Kinston trip accompanied by Harlowe McLean. 
Other than Kingston shopping we went out to
Montgomery Wards & Paintville Store.  I bought 3 5gal
pails asbestos roof paint @ 2.59 plus 2% tax.  Went back
ways via Hurley Mtn road & home 5pm.  Both tired but
had good hamburg & potato supper.  Chilly tonight. 
Recd lonesome letter from Vernon Beatty.  Wrote card
Julia Rhoades & tonight letter to Mrs. Currier.  The
Olive Town Board at its Sept. meeting tonight appointed
Mrs. Patricia Molloy & aged Mrs. Ann Rose R   as GOP
inspectors for Dist. No2.  Thus Mrs. Emma Ackert and
myself failed re appointment.  I have served much of  the
________ since Sept. 1916 in various capacities in Dist.2 
   School re-opened and a  horde of busses rolled.  Frank
D. O Connor NYC Irish Catholic nominated for
Governor at Dem. State Convention in Buffalo - Howard
Samuels Lt. Governor.

SEPTEMBER 8  Thursday  52/7am
54/11pm

Variable cloudiness pleasant temperature and sunshine. 
Calm. Seasonable September. 
The town Dept of Highways is doing a needed job along
our stretch of woods raising and re surfacing the road
and be continued on up the hill.  This pm as diversion I



picked the dried beans in the droughted patch of sweet
corn.  We had a usual good supper and Ollie went to bed. 
Nelson D. Rockefeller re nominated by acclimation at
Rochester GOP Convention and             Wilson Lt. Gov.

SEPTEMBER 10  Saturday  64/7am
64/11pm

Heavy Dew.  Beautifully delightful weather.  Practically
cloudless somewhat breezy.  Still starlight evng.
Did daily routine - spread the weeks load manure & this
pm I dug out more potatoes & took down celler.  Ollie
canned 7 qts more of tomatoes and as usual we had good
supper & she went right to bed.  I took a bath & did some
re reading the book - Bears, Bibles and a Boy.  Recd
typed letter from Julia Rhoades.  Mr & Mrs Geo. Carr
called latter pm.  I also wrote Julia long reply tonite.

SEPTEMBER 11 Sunday  56/7am
52/11pm

Chilly murky overcast this morning with a shower down
over the east side.  Sun broke thru at noon followed by a 
sunny cool afternoon with light easterly breeze off
reservoir.  Autumn’s in the crispy cloudless air tonite.      
                     Did daily routine - Olive Fire Dept
Tournament pm at town recreation field.  We remained
at home & had an unexpected call by bro Jim McVitty of
Woodstock and friend also Masonic brother of Conn. 



We sat on front porch  scenery majestic but rather cool. 
Ollie & I had a good freeze red 1965 pork roast supper
then went out toward woods and gassed woodchuck
dens.  Ollie went to bed early.

SEPTEMBER 12 Monday  42/7am

Real chilly early.  Cloudless am considerable overcast
pm tho sunny - and somewhat breezy noticeably warmer
pm - delightful late summer.  Still evng & stars dim.
Yesterday I found that coons had found my sweet corn so
I set 2 traps and then am had a fat as mud buck 17
pounder which I skinned, cut up without difficulty. 
Otherwise I dug out another bu.or so of potatoes, pulled
1/2bu onion crop (last year had 2) also picked tomatoes
for Ollie to process.  Did usual chore routine & we had
good supper.  The town mechanized gang widened road
along corner of woods - nice job & needed.  Recd letter
Vernon Beatty, Grayce Ellis - I spent my evng reading
library book - Bears, Bibles and a Boy by Jesse David
Roberts.  10 oco. I went out to look at traps - had another
big coon which I shot with my 22 Winchester & left till
morning.

SEPTEMBER 13  Tuesday  52/7am
60/11pm

Hazily overcast on the cool side.  Sunshine filtered
overhead stars tonite showed dim.  Wind southerly.
I dressed the heavily fatted buck coon I caught last evng -
weighed 19 pounds - one of heaviest I ever caught -
dozens of them.    Early pm we went over to Harlowe



McLean’s for a car trunk load of sweet corn stalks.  Later
I finished picking sweet corn, beans & dug a 1/2bu
potatoes.  We had good supper.  Ollie went to bed - I
read awhile.

SEPTEMBER 14  Wednesday  56/7am
62/11pm

Cool dismal rainy.  A light rain set in this am and
continued easily along all day into the night.  A really
wonderful needed precip.                        Other than
chores it was a lazy stay in the house day.  I re finished
reading a truly interesting library book by Jesse David
Roberts.  Memories of the Adirondacks - Bears, Bibles
and a Boy.  The author born in 1882 - 3rd son in family of
9 - 6 girls - 3 boys born and reared in a 22 X 24 one story
& attic framed house at Brant Lake.  The father Edward
Roberts was a famous bear hunter and trapper - and
devote Bible reader & conducted above everything else
daily family devotions.  George Pearson of Accord came
pm.  Offered $160 for Butter Buck black 18 mo old bull. 
Ollie boiled up batch of tomatoes for catchup.  Her heart
is acting up & she went to bed after supper.

SEPTEMBER 15  Thursday  58/7am
46/12pm

Rained most of night. Slow clearing. Much cooler pm
brisk westerly wind. Starlight evng. Nice soaking rain 1



1/4in.                                                      Not much
accomplished other than chores and cleaning up some in
garden. Ollie cooked up another batch of tomatoes pm  - 
2pm we went down to P.O. & garage.  I got $2.00 worth
gas.  Joe Canfield says there’s no business. He
contemplates getting a job with the new Sears Roebuck
store in Kingston to open in November.

SEPTEMBER 16  Friday  40/7am
46/11pm

Northerly wind - autumn is truly in the air.  Heavenly
perfect cloudless (there was just a tiny cloud in sight this
pm over High Point)  Brilliant chilly evng.
This morning I finished long air mail letter to Mariam in
response to hers.  Jeannie’s recd yesterday & enclosed
monthly check of $100.00 for Daisy Sept. maintenance.  
Harlowe McLean called early pm - he did some Kingston
shopping for us.  This pm I helped Ollie pick the 2 rows
of late wax beans - about 3 pecks & got them cut up
ready for freezing.  A normal season would produced
3bu.  I also dug a bu of potatoes & put down celler. 
Quite a busy day & both tired.  Had good supper and
Ollie went to bed.

SEPTEMBER 17  Saturday  40/7am
56/11pm

Heavy dew - cloudless am with considerable developing
pm cloudiness.  An ideal soft mellow late summer day. 
Little wind.                                                       I dug out
the remaining potatoes 1 1/2bu sorted & 1/2bu small
size.  It my record poorest yield - about 5bu.  Also spread



load manure below garden.  Ollie processed 17 plastic
(1lb bags) wax beans & we took them up & put in her
freezer.  We had as usual a good supper.  Ollie went to
bed.  I had a nap and then got around & had a bath.  This
evng 8:45 a frightening large meteor flashed across the
sky from Albany to St. Louis (reported at 11pm  WGY
news)

SEPTEMBER 18  Sunday  46/7am
60/11pm

Soft mellow September.  Generally sunny - with
considerable afternoon overcast.  Hazy growing new
moon earlier evng over Hi Point.                               We
spent the day quietly.  Had 3 sets of pm callers. Virginia
Slavik, her brother and a Spring Lake NJ friend,  Mrs.
Vivian.  Then Jesse Burgher - son in law Lyn Lawton &
4 year old son Jeff.  Had pleasant front porch visit.  Then
after Ollie & I went to Harlowe McLean’s for clam
supper at 6:15.  Coming home found a note written on
paper plate by Rev. Ron Fleming - stopped on way to
New York.

SEPTEMBER 19  Monday  58/7am
62/11pm

Soft warm still, sunny with some overcast.  Moon dim &
cloudy tonite.  Simply September at her best.



Not much accomplished but chores and odd jobs,
cleaning up garden  cornstalks.  Ollie worked at tomatoes
for catchup.  We enjoyed a truly delicious roast raccoon
supper.  First cut off the thick mass of fat on the meat.  
Wrote Freeman news copy tonite.  Reggie Davis came
home from Benedictine Hospital after weeks stay.  Mrs.
Irving, Catherine Hesley underwent a long delayed
operation at Benedictine Hospital.

SEPTEMBER 20  Tuesday  54/7am
54/11pm

Cloudy still chill dismal but no rain. 
Harlowe McLean - Ollie & I made a trip to Kingston
arriving at noon.   Had an interview in regard to Social
Security at Ulster Co. Savings Bank.  We did some up
town shopping  including A&P on Hurley Ave.  Came
out to Stone Ridge.  Ollie saw Dr. Tocco at his office. 
We also went to Henry Merrihew’s for eggs - but wasn’t
home.  We also went to see Reggie Davis & was
cordially welcomed.  He is getting along good - but sore. 
We left Harlowe off at his house & we were back about
5:40.  Did up chores & had good supper.  Ollie went to
bed & I spent evng reading papers.  Recd card Vernon
Beatty.

SEPTEMBER 21  Wednesday  48/7am   Equinoctial
Storm - on the dot! 54/11pm
We got a Heaven sent all day & evng soaking rain much
of the time a downpour.  Thundered off south evng &
soon rain let up but briefly - over 2 inches.



Except for chores it was a lazy house bound day &
enjoying the rain.  Hear Jacky Brook running tonite.  We
had a good all vegetable supper.  Ollie went to bed & I
spent evng writing Mrs. Knorph.  After a flurry up the
NY Stock Market dropped 121/2 points today.  NY City
vicinity flooded with over 4” rain.   NY City subways &
streets flooded in heaviest rain in 63 years.  Thurs. am
total 51/2” - nearby Jersey over 6 & streams flooded.

SEPTEMBER 22  Thursday  52/7am
56/12pm

Kingston had heavy electric storm & rain most of night. 
We didn’t get much more.  Total 2 ¼” (at last the long
north east drought is broken.  New England heavy rain) 
Sun broke thru but briefly this morning - more rain pm a
few downpours.  Windy evng and slow breaking away -
our total precip about 2 ½” - Kingston & Sawkill 2.9”
Did chore routine. Spread load manure early pm.  We
went down to garage, got $1.50 worth gas.  Then we
picked up Harlowe McLean & went over to Henry
Merrihew for eggs - 7 dz pullet size @ .30cents.  Had
supper Ollie went to bed. I spent evng making up data
concerning building of the reservoir.  The American
League - Baltimore Orioles in the lead since June
clinched their first pennant.



SEPTEMBER 23  Friday 54/7am
54/11pm

The passing Equinoctial is breaking up in afternoon rain
squalls.  Cool & rather windy - westerly - considerable
cloudiness.  It’s traditional early autumn & provides food
for thought.  Cloudless early evng & brilliant bulging
moon.  Rained more in night.                   I made a 1 ½
hour home tape recording for WKNY radio station
program “Looking Back” with representative moderator
Lorraine Lilja.  It proved a pleasant experience, tho the
recording tape ran out too soon.  Ollie served fruit cake
& coffee.  Otherwise I did usual routine. Gathered
Butternut squash, pole beans.  We had a good supper,
hamburger, boiled potatoes and sliced tomatoes.  Ollie
went to bed & I spent evng writing reply card to EH
Munch for long awaited letter read today.  Also recd
letter Vernon Beatty.  Accord Farmers Co op delivered
500 Agway dairy feed - less bags  2%  $20.32

SEPTEMBER 24  Saturday  46/7am
50/11pm

Variable cloudiness windy chilly sunshine and shadows. 
Somewhat squally.  Typically early autumn.  Moon
playing hide and seek among clouds tonite.  Cloudless at
midnight. 
Did daily routine - Jean & Robt Smith accompanied by
the newlyweds Jeannie and Victor Chauvez Oloma came
early pm & despite the wind & cloudiness had a
hamburg and hot dog roast under the hickories.  They are
weekending at Ledgerock.  Later had a call by



Rev.Donald Fleming and friend Diana Asadorian enroute
from New York to Westkill.  We got report at evng that
Charles W. Weidner, Sr. widely known local poultry
man, in same class as myself 1919 life member of
Kingston Lodge No.10 F&AM died suddenly at 7:30 this
am while on Maine camping trip with his 2nd wife Lois
and another party.

SEPTEMBER 25  Sunday  48/7am
44/11pm

Part cloudy - windy and decidedly chilly.  Clouds look
squally.  Brilliant cloudless moonlight.
This morning at 9:20 my taped recording “Looking
Back” was broadcast over Kingston WKNY.  While on
the air Pratt Boice called up & congratulated me - also
other unexpected commendations.  Ollie & I went with
Harlowe McLean to Harry and Marie Siemsens & they
took us with them to 12th Annual Vernon Haskins Day at
East Durham museum.  A table was reserved for us to eat
our lunch.  Crowd smaller than normal due to chilly
squally weather.  We had a nice trip about  70 miles each
way & was back home chore time.  We had light supper
& Ollie went to bed.  Found note that Addie & Virgil
Winchell - also Mary Brown Decker of Claryville had
been here.  I spent the evng writing to Mary Decker.  She
took farm census when I did in 1959.



SEPTEMBER 26  Monday  34/7am
42/11pm

White frost.  Part cloudy bright sunny and not so windy. 
Brilliant clear moonlight evng. 
I received several favorable commendations for my
WKNY program yesterday am.  This pm I did a big job
in garden - picked bush lima bean ½ bu also some pole
beans gathered pumpkins & vines. Also last of Butternut
squash - have heaping bushel. Also pulled and stored
bean poles under porch.  Ollie has pain in hip & cannot
get around much today.  Harlowe McLean called am. 
We learned today that Masonic Service for Charles
Herman Weidner 8:30 tomorrow nite at Lasher’s in
Woodstock.  Funeral 2pm Wed.  Burial in family plot in
Bushkill Cemetery.  Recd letter Norman Studer wants us
& Jim Burgraff at Pioneer Youth Camp Rifton evng of
Oct.12th.

SEPTEMBER 27  Tuesday  34/7am
52/11pm

On the cool side seasonable.  Variable cloudiness &
sunshine overcast evng.  Wind light.
Other than routine my principal job was spreading a load
of manure.  Addie & Virgil Winchell called pm.  Tonight
Ollie & I, Harlowe McLean went to Woodstock at
Lasher’s Parlors with Joe Canfield & took part in service
conducted by Kingston Lodge No.10 for bro. Charles
Herman Weidner.  There was a profusion of floral pieces
& the casket was not opened - said to be in deference to
his wish.



SEPTEMBER 28  Wednesday  42/7am

Hazily sunny this morning otherwise the weather was
gloomily overcast.
Other than routine, activity was confined to attending
with Harlowe McLean and Ollie the 3:15 burial service
under Olive Post American Legion No.1627 for World
War I Navy Veteran Charles Herman Weidner beneath
south side of a Cedar tree in the family plot in Bushkill
Cemetery.  Rev. Cook Woodstock Methodist Minister
together with a West Point Army Major & Ray Cruthers,
Legion Commander & Jim Clemens, Chaplain,
conducted the committal.  A West Point Army Squad in
charge of a Sergeant fired the final salute.  A uniformed
bugler on the west side and Norah Wilbur on east side
sounded taps.  She is a 17 year old Onteora School
Senior.  The outer case was a plain wood box and casket
of red wood finish.  Perhaps 50 were present. 
Undertaker Bob Boyd.  About 20 yrs ago the deceased
divorced his hard working 1st wife Mabel Davis
Weidner, now local postmaster, & re married his young
secretary Lois Robeson of Shokan, now about 43.     
Recd letter Grayce Ellis - Wrote Vernon Beatty tonite.

SEPTEMBER 29  Thursday  50/7am
56/11pm



Hazily sunny this morning but murked over & was dark
and dismal pm.  Set in rainy mid afternoon continued
into evening.  South wind started up & full moon tried to
break thru.
Did chore routine - Mart Eckert came noon time & cut
my hair.  We made a brief trip down to garage & up on
the hill.  We had good supper & Ollie went to bed.  I
spent the evng reading.  Recd letter Jim McVitty that he
greatly enjoyed my Sunday broadcast on WKNY.

SEPTEMBER 30  Friday  54/7am
52/11pm

Rather mild, brisk westerly wind. Partly cloudy - became
overcast latter pm - still gloomy evng.   
Did daily routine - and cleaned up more in the garden -
picked bu green tomatoes - peck wax beans & pulled up
vines - dug near ½ bu more of potatoes.  We had a good
supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I spent the evng writing letter
Vernon Beatty & cards to Grayce Ellis and Lottie
Stacknowitz.

OCTOBER 1  Saturday  44/7am
42/12pm

Set in rainy after midnight and continued throughout the
day and into the evng.  Later clearing & at midnight
moon just past full shining brightly.  A magnificent easy
soaking rain & a cold one.  Temperatures hung low
forties.                                            Other than chore
routine this pm I repaired a dilapidated feed bag  chicken
window with floor oilcloth.  Ollie has a cold & did only
house routine.  We had a good hot supper.  She went to



bed & I felt tired eyes hint & took a long nap after a
sketchy reading of papers. 
Mr. Reiner we understand will be caretaker and after an
upstairs apt. is built over the Bishop cement block bldg
under the hill on 28A will have living quarters there. 
Work has already been started - sills laid & lumber on
the job ready.  The Charley Reiner family moved into
Bishop’s barn apt. from the Pitcairn Estate where he was
employed among several hands laid off.

OCTOBER 2  Sunday  38/7am
42/12pm

Chilly this morning brilliant atmosphere - somewhat
wind. Part cloudy - Starlight evng wind quieted, moon
shone amid clouds.  A truly majestic day to go on South
Mtn or High Point.  
Ollie has a cold on her chest & staid close.   This pm I
cleaned out a thick mass of honeysuckle vines by front of
bay window for exercise.  We also kept tuned in pretty
well on WGY to hear the last 2 games of the baseball
season between the Mets & Astros N.L. also kept check
on the double header between the Los Angeles Dodgers
& Philadelphia who took the 1st 4-3 & Dodgers the
night___  behind the pitching of Stanley Konfax - 6-3 the
years most winning pitcher, 27 win 9 losses.  This
clinching their 3 successive pennants.  After a good



supper Ollie went to bed & I did some reading - wrote
card Vernon Beatty & letter Julia Rhoades.

OCTOBER 3  Monday  34/7am
46/11pm

White frost this am - night clouds cleared this morning &
the day & evng still & practically cloudless.  Dull red
moon glow as olding moon lifted directly across
reservoir - mountains showing color.  Snow Sat. on Slide
Mtn.                                                        Other than chore
routine the days principal accomplishment was spreading
a weeks load manure below garden.  Ollie’s chest cold
has loosened.  We had good supper.  She went for her
couch.  I spend the evng writing card to Ada Bell, letter
to Mrs. Currier.  Harlowe McLean made pm call.  The
NY Stock Market has its ______ 16 point loss since
1942 - and the end is not yet.  The Viet Nam war is a
cancer eating the Nation’s financial & economic vitals. 
The small game season opened.

OCTOBER 4  Tuesday  46/7am
66/11pm

Blustery night with southerly wind continuing day &
evng.  Variable cloudiness - but warm sunny during most
of day.  Warmest day in weeks.  Dismal evening.              
             
Other than chore routine we spent the day going to
Kingston with Harlowe McLean.  Down Hurley Mtn
route - back to Stone Ridge (Davenport fruit stand ) and
around up  Cantines Hill & Atwood.  Most of shopping
done at A&P.   Recd letter Mrs. Knorpp stating they, she



& Garret, sold the Garden City property for $50,000 net
cash & along with part of the furniture - living in $474
per Mo. Plus $50 a month for garage.  19th floor 20 East
9th Street, NYC 10003. Fone 673-5615.  They moved 2
mo. ago during the hottest ever summer.  She had set  her
price at $59,500 & tried for 2 years to find a buyer, tired
out showing the house to prospects day & night.

OCTOBER 5  Wednesday  52/7am
48/11pm

Continued windy shifted from south to northerly. 
Variable cloudiness, considerable sunshine.  Chilly
cloudy evng.                Other than usual routine I
replaced a torn burlap chicken house window.  Ollie’s
cold bothering today.        We kept tuned in on WKNY
to first World’s Series game played in Los Angeles
between the N.L. Dodgers & Baltimore Orioles A.L. -
game went all the way with a 5-2 win by the Orioles. 
Los Angeles starting pitcher Don Drysdale only lost 2
innings.  Attendence 55941.  Game started 4pm.   We
had as usual a good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I wrote
letter Lottie Stacknowitz & Jean Smith.  Carl Rosengren
- 3 mo. In Albany Vets Hosp. died early evng of brain
tumor.

OCTOBER 6  Thursday  42/7am
46/11pm



Continued cold northerly wind.  Brilliant colorful.
Considerable high cloudiness disappeared during pm. 
Clear evng.  Frost forecast for tonite.  Ollie kept indoors
out of the wind pretty much.  Other than chore routine I
finished picking the green tomatoes & cleaned up vines
for stable fodder and pigs.  We took a rn down to garage
& found Joe is working & only open evenings.  Harlowe
McLean called latter pm.  The blundering Dodgers &
pitching are Sandy Kaufax were badly beat in 2 series
game in Los Angeles.  20 year old rookie pitcher              
Palmer, youngest to win a World Series shutout game. 
Willie Davis set an all time easily 3______ in 5th inning,
resulting in 3 runs.  Final Score 6-1, only 1 run earned. 
Attendence 6 more than yesterday 55947.  The Dodgers
made 6 errors.

OCTOBER 7  Friday  42/7am
56/11pm

Heavenly perfect weather warm breezy - westerly.  Just a
few scattered high white clouds.  Cloudless evng
The day’s doings other than chores was getting a 16 bag
Plymouth load of sawdust from Jesse Shurter’s mill. 1st

since last fall.  The NY Stock Market continued its
relentless sag.  We had a good supper & Ollie as usual
went to bed.  I did some newspaper reading then took a
nap.  I had a brief surprise call when we came back with
saw dust from daughter Cornelia.  Ellen Herrington -
grown tall and stately.  The group had been over to
Bishops & no one home.

OCTOBER  8  Saturday  42/7am



52/11pm
One of the most glorious warm colorful days.  So
pleasant and warm.  Thin haze developed pm.  
Other than routine, Harlowe McLean Ollie & I attended
the impressive funeral service for Carl Rosengren at
Lasher’s in Woodstock.  The oration & committal at the
grave in Woodstock Cemetery (over the hill) was given
by County Legion Chaplain Rev. Clarence Brown of
Kingston.  Members of Olive Post 1627, along with
other county officers from Ulster & Dutchess, with a
snappy 5 man military detail from West Point paid final
honors.  There were many elegant floral tributes.  We did
some Woodstock shopping & enroute home stopped at
the Rosengren home where friends & relatives gathered -
and buffet  luncheon served.    The 3rd World Series
game played this pm at Baltimore stadium, the Orioles
defeated the Los Angeles score 1-0 by  a towering
homerun.  Attendence 54441.

OCTOBER 9  Sunday  52/7am
Yet another Heavenly delightful warm colorful day. 
Some autumn haze.  Starlight evng. 
The Baltimore Orioles ______ the Worlds Series in the
final and 4th straight game this pm in Baltimore Stadium. 
Attendence 54, 458.  Score 1-0. Players pool 1,044,042 -
65.  The Los Angeles N.L. Dodgers blanked for 33
consecutive innings, a world series record.  Pitchers Don



Drysdale and Jim McNally.  A home run in 4th inning by
Frank Robinson was it.     We went around making calls
trying to sell IOOF supper tickets including ex sheriff
Claude Bell.  Also stopped at Joe Canfield’s garage got
2.00 gas & had hand brake lightened.  Gregory Burgher
with his father & friend Dean Newoick down for week
end squirrelin.  Brot us 6 cleaned gray squirrels early pm
about to leave for home.

OCTOBER 10  Monday  54/7am
42/11pm

Surprised to hear it raining around daylight - brief
showers at intervals into early pm.  Cleared beautifully
with fresh westerly wind.  Still cloudless evng turning
cooler.
Did chores & spread load manure partly across end
garden.  Got ready to go for load sawdust but another
clear off shower developed.  Ollie prepared a delicious
gray squirrel supper.  She went to bed & I wrote thank
you letter to Jesse Burger.

OCTOBER 11  Tuesday  42/7am
46/11pm

Rather blustery - south west.  Part to mostly cloudy. Mtn.
squally pm gloomy folly.  Dark cloudy tonite - stilled.      
                                         Ollie & I got a 16 bag load of
sawdust from Shurter’s mill & I got it unloaded under
north shed.  Harlowe McLean called - coming back we
stopped & said hello to Ruth Rosengren, also Harlowe.    
   At 7pm Julian                 lay preacher of the West
Shokan Baptise Church baptized in the Town swimming



pool, Mrs. James Wilson & 2 sons, Alfred & Robert
Sherry Every and Gail Nichols.  This due to leaky pipe in
church baptistery.  First similar baptism within my
memory.  (A new copper baptistery later installed)

OCTOBER 12 Wednesday  44/7am
40/11pm

Gloomy gray damp cold day with light sprinkles -
somewhat breezy.  Clear still evng.
We got another 16 bag load sawdust & unloaded in barn. 
Otherwise just daily routine.  Jim Burgraff came for
Ollie’s delicious meat loaf supper & we went with him
in his Volks to Pioneer Youth Camp Rifton were
Norman Studer with a bus load of 26 - 7th graders from
Downtown Community school were spending the night
on historical tour, on roundabout trip to Cooperstown. 
Jim gave a most interesting talk & showed specimens of
Indian archeology, mostly dug from the Hinley site on
213.  I told Raul Bell & old Jacky stories.  Also sang The
Old Gray Goose and Del__  jail.  Harry sang several folk
songs & played guitar.  We were back home by 9:30. 
Studer gave Harry, Jim & I each $20.  Recd letters
Grayce Ellis & Julia Rhoades.

OCTOBER 13  Thursday  42/7am
42/11pm



Dismal still overcast am.  Cleared at noon pleasant warm
sunny pm.  Clouded over again evng later clear.
Other than chores we got a 17 bag load of sawdust.  No
callers today - after good supper Ollie went to bed.  I
wrote long reply letter to Mrs. Knorpp & card to Lottie
Stacknowitz.

OCTOBER 14  Friday  42/7am
44/11pm

Pleasantly mild - mostly overcast with a partial clearing
trend latter pm.  Wind light. Dark gloomy evng.
Same as yesterday we hauled another 17 bags of sawdust
from Shurter’s Mill and got it unloaded.  Both tired and
loggy tonite.  Ollie went to bed soon after a good supper
& I took a nap.  Harlowe McLean called mail time.  Ollie
recd check $254 for shale bought by the Town Dept of
Highways.  Wrote card tonite to EH Munch.  Devastating
tornado wreck a 2500 population town                        ,
Iowa.  60 reported killed & hundreds wounded.

OCTOBER 15  Saturday  44/7am
44/11pm

Hazily sunny - wind light southerly. Pleasantly warm. 
Dark overcast evng.
Did daily routine - spread load manure. This pm we
drawed a 13 bag load of sawdust.   Harlowe McLean,
Ollie & I attended the Odd Fellows Annual roast beef
supper which proved a pleasing success.  The net totaled
$345.00 incomplete.



OCTOBER 16  Sunday  44/7am
46/12pm

Reservoir & mountains fogged out & misty this am. 
Broke away warm sunny, breezy south later shifting
more westerly & cooler.  Tiny rim of new moon setted
being South Hollow at 6:35pm.  Much colorful autumn
weekend as the leaves are falling.  Clouded again late
evng. 
Did only chores.  We made a brief trip down to garage at
noon just to say hello to Joe Canfield.  Noted his
thermometer in shade 77 degrees.  Uncle Watson Bishop
died 45 yers ago tonite in Kembles’s Sanitarium. 
(Correction, Oct 17, 1921)         Today 189th anniv  of
burning of Kingston by British under Gen. John Vaughn. 
This pm had a visit by Mr & Mrs Ed Ford & her father
James VanDemark of Kingston.  I taped some area
historical information for them.  Ollie made a good steak
supper & she went to bed.  I wrote card Vernon Beatty &
took a nap, woke up 1am.

OCTOBER 17  Monday  44/7am
44/11pm

Mostly cloudy - dismal raw, somewhat windy.
Other than doing chore routine, Ollie & I made a
shopping trip to Kingston early pm with Harlowe
McLean.  We saw Atty.Howard C. St.John briefly, did



some up town A&P shopping - went & returned by
Hurley Mtn route.   Recd a commendatory letter
Saturday of my WKNY taped broadcast Sat which I
answered in full detail today, to Eileen Pettie of West
Hurley - now teaching in Bennett School Boicebille. 
After a good hot supper Ollie went to bed.  I wrote some
news items & re read an interesting historical account of
the B_____  Expedition which resulted in the battle of
Saratoga turning point of the American Revolution. 
October 17, 1777 -189 years ago.   Recd a pleasing air
mail letter from Mariam..  Recd letter from Ellen
Wilfries.

OCTOBER 18  Tuesday  32   We had just a wee touch of
tomato vine frost 44/11pm
Hazily sunny am clouded over pm looked snowy.  Cold
raw damp day.  Light rain set in late pm but stopped
during early evng.
A wasted day only did chores.  Ollie spent most of day
on couch with stomach burn.  But she prepared a
delicious gray squirrel supper with hot boiled potatoes,
then went to bed.  I spent evng writing Vernon Beatty &
card to Lottie Stacknowitz.  Recd letter from Beatty. 
The NY Stock Market is trying to regain some tragically
lost ground.   Numerous flocks of honking geese are
heading south, some hanging around on the reservoir.

OCTOBER 19  Wednesday  42/7am
52/11pm



Dark chill dismal - It was raining this morning &
continued till early pm & later settled in again and let up
early part of evening.  A grand soaking rain over 1”
A lazy do nothing day but chores.  Ollie rested most of
day, had good supper & she went to bed again.  I went up
attic this pm nosing around.  I dug out my Grandpa
Martin H. Crispell’s account book started July 30, 1873
to May 14, 1880.  There are others before & after that
date till 1900.  I spent the evng looking it over page by
page with keen interest.    Recd & wrote letter Jean
Smith.

OCTOBER 20  Thursday  44/7am
44/12PM

Rained some in night - total 1 3/10”  Partly cloudy
blustery & the white caps rolled on the reservoir.  Cold
October fall weather.  ½ moon tonite, among broken
clouds.
Ollie spent most of time on couch & back right after
supper.  So rough I did only chores & kept fire going. 
This pm I went up in attic & nosed thru.  Grandpa
Crispell’s & Uncle Tompies green chests, found old
receipts etc. of old Pap Crispell’s - Henry Martin, back to
1852.  I spent my evng till near 1am answering Mariam’s
letter.  Old Pap died Oct.21, 1881, Tompie, Thompson
Eckert Crispell - Nov. 10th, 81 - both typhoid fever. 



Today 45 years ago Uncle Watson Bishop’s home
funeral & burial Tongore Cemetery.

OCTOBER 21  Friday  40/7am
44/11pm

Heavenly perfect mild and colorful - cloudless day and
evng.  Chilly.  Winds calm to light.
Other than chores & filing 36” bow saw it was a day of
no accomplishment.  Ollie hung to her couch most of the
day - stomach burns and headache.  We had good supper
& she went back to bed.  I took a nap after supper & then
read till bed time 11 oco.  I read in an 1842 NY State
history its account of the Battle of Saratoga.  I finished
letter to Mariam this am & mailed it.  The Woodland
Valley P.O. last outpost of its kind in Ulster County
closed and its service area became a part of a star Route
from Phoenicia P.O.   Post master Paul A. Miller held
the post 26 years, his father before him 40.  12 year
round family service but in summer served  60 or more
families.  The average daily intake about 250.  Salary
$2920 in addition to rent.  The consolidation will save
around $1,920 per year.

OCTOBER 22  Saturday  35/7am
52/12pm

Another perfect warm calm autumn day.  Cloudless
except for a veil of high thin pm haze.  Brilliant bulging
moon tonite.  Chilly.
Ollie had Mrs. Katherine Carr help today.  Washing and
cleaning up.  Ollie & I went down to garage before noon
& I had some checkups - $1.00 paid.  Then we got the



weeks load of manure spread.  Soon after we had a
surprise visit by my esteemed friend Lester Personius of
Town of Ulster.  We took a trip down on the Reservoir
property visiting scenes of boyhood days.  The water
now is just below the foundations of my old home.  The
burned out stump of one of the 2 big locust trees at the
west end of the house still remain rooted.  We had usual
good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I did some reading &
had my weekly wash up & underwear change.  The Olive
Republican Club held a rally tonite at Olive Bridge fire
hall.  1st missed in many years.

OCTOBER  23  Sunday  42/7am
46/11pm

Ideal colorful autumn.  Mild. Hazily sunny. Broken
clouds evng giving the rounding moon difficially to
break thru - later cleared.                                    Did usual
chore routine - Early pm we had a surprise visit by
Vernon & Helen Haskins accompanied by then  9 & 6
year old grandchildren, Cindy and Andy.  We took an
exploring trip thru Ollie’s quarries, Helen driving their
Ford Falcon car down into the shale quarry.  We then
went to Samsonville via the upper road.  Viewed the
majestic Shurter old mill site & falls & continued on to
the beach dam & DeWitt Mills site thence out thru
Krumville & up over the Peak road - crossing the viaduct
to route 213 - viewed the vista of Mtns & Valley from



the Kuykuct.  Thence home thru Olive Bridge calling on
Harlowe McLean & up the Watson Hollow Inn home. 
The visitors started home at once.  We had supper &
Ollie to bed.  I spent evng reading Sunday papers.

OCTOBER 24  Monday  44/7am
42/11pm

Continued serene Injun Summer.  Sunny with some high
overcast.  Late evening the clouds moved away & the
moon shone brilliant.  The evening chill falls soon as sun
is set.
Last evng I developed a touch of stomach virus & had
the runs.  No pep today and did little more than chores. 
Ollie feels a little better but stuck pretty much to her
couch.  Addie Winchell called late pm - then Harlowe
McLean as we were eating supper.  Ollie went to bed, I
spend evng writing card to Vernon Beatty, letters to
Lottie Stacknowitz & Vernon Haskins.

OCTOBER 25  Tuesday  34/7am
38/11pm

Continued elegant weather.  Sunny, some thin high
overcast.  Brilliant chill cloudless moonlight.
I kept pretty much busy with daily routine.  Ollie stuck
pretty much to her couch but prepared a good veal steak
supper & went back to bed after.  I tried to write but was
too sleepy, had  3 hr nap instead.   Mrs. Katie Davis, 85
of Krumville died around 11am in Benedictine Hosp.

OCTOBER  Wednesday  28/7am
36/12pm



Heavy white frost - but didn’t freeze the pepper plants. 
Some near areas hit far more than others.  Cloudless
elegent but a chill air came off reservoir.  Magnificent
moonlight evng.
Kept pretty much buys with chores and odd jobs.  PM I
repacked leaky gland nut in barn stored pipe - cows out
on nose chain every day.  We had good supper & Ollie
right back on couch.  Addie & Virgil Winchell called
late pm & earlier Mart Eckert.  Raymond Kelder released
from jail after serving 4 months of 6 mo sentence.  Recd
letters yesterday & today from Vernon Beatty.  Wrote
reply letter to Grayce Ellis recd Mon.

OCTOBER 27 Thursday  28/7am
36/12pm

Heavy frost but didn’t seem to do more than pucker
tomato vines & pepper plant a bit.  However, had thick
window pane ice on barn but well after sun up. 
Continued cloudless, calm day & evng & moon near full
& brilliant.                                                                       
Mart Eckert came & trimmed up my hair mail time.  This
pm Ollie Harlowe McLean & I went with Plymouth &
paid respects to Mrs. Katie Davis at her old home in
Krumville.  It was only early mid pm & the house was
full of people and flowers.  She looked as in life, lying in
an expensive metallic casket.  We then went on to



Accord & got 2 bags corn feed at the Co op $9.00 & then
home thru Samsonville.

OCTOBER 28  Friday  34/7am
44/11pm

White frost but no ice on tub.  Again cloudless - warm
still.  Heavenly Perfect.  Brilliant moonlight.
I got a ladder up and tarred leaky spots in barn gutter. 
Also spread load manure on grass behind chicken house. 
Ollie coughs & did but little but as usual had good
supper & went back to bed.  For a wonder I didn’t get
sleepy & spent my evng reading Readers Digest articles
of my interest & went thru the daily Freeman.  1pm
Funeral service for Mrs. Katie Davis held at her home. 
Interment in Stone Ridge Cemetery

The following newspaper article was found in diary for
this date:
POST OFFICE AT WOODLAND CLOSED FRIDAY
The Woodland Valley post office, last outpost of its kind
in Ulster County, closed Friday and its service area
became a part of a star route of the Phoenicia post office. 
Postmaster Paul A. Miller had applied for optional
retirement and was given his release Friday concurrent
with the post office closing.
Mr. Miller had been postmaster at Woodland Valley for
26 years, and the post office was located in his home. 
His father, Edward B. Miller, had been postmaster for 40
years before his son.
The office had served 12 families the year around, but
was busier in the summer serving 60 or more families



that had summer residences in the valley and campers
using the facilities of the Woodland Valley campsite. 
About a dozen valley residents had maintained boxes at
the Phoenicia post office.
Postal revenue at the Woodland office, including stamp
sales, box rent, money order fees and miscellaneous
amounted to $756 for the fiscal year which ended June
30.  This averaged about $2.50 per day.  Mr. Miller
handled an average per day of 90 pieces of mail,
incoming and outgoing, of all classes.
He received $2,920 in salary per year in addition to rent. 
The consolidation with Phoenicia is expected to save
approximately $1,920 a year.
Star route service out of Phoenicia will be provided by
Mrs. Elizabeth Wrixon.  In addition to delivering and
collecting mail from rural boxes, she will sell stamps
deliver and accept registered, certified, insured and COD
mail and provide money order service.
The Woodland post office was once pictured on the
cover of the Postmasters Gazette.  Mr Miller intends to
remain in his home and with his wife, enjoy more leisure
pursuits.

OCTOBER 29  Saturday 46/7am
40/11pm

Clear & warm am. Noon time became sour and blustery. 
Mostly cloudy with mtn rain squalls.  Full moon rose



elegantly 6pm over the reservoir but later was pretty well
clouded under.  The first really full weather.
Other than daily routine Ollie & I got a 17 bag load of
fresh pine sawdust at Shurter’s Mill and got it unloaded
in barn.  Harlowe McLean called.  Later we went down
to garage for gas - 5gals $1.50   After supper Ollie went
to bed.  I took a nap. 10 oco got around read papers &
took bath.

OCTOBER 30  Sunday  30/7am  “Back To Standard
Time” 24/11pm
Raw biting northerly wind - bright sunny - the clouds of
yesterday have pretty much blown away.  Brilliant high
riding full moon starting its decline.  Still & frosty tonite. 
Coldest nite to date.  Some steady high overcast.               
                                                  I had a leaky pig trough
to repair this morning.  Geo. Carr came for Ollie & I &
we were guests at a bounteous chicken dinner at their
home in Allaben & later brot us home.  We had light
supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I spent the extra long hour
evening writing EH Munch.

This following newspaper clipping found in diary for this
date:
BULEY - MEINKE NUPTIALS
Inez E. Meinke of Overland Park, Kansas and Alva
Buley Sr. of Ashokan, exchanged marriage vows
Sunday, Oct. 30, 1966 at the home of Mrs. Buley.  They
were attended by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Buley of
Kingston.



Officiating was the Rev. Paul C. Hoyt pastor of the
Methodist Church of Ashokan.
Mr and Mrs. Buley will make their home in Ashokan.

OCTOBER 31  Monday 24/7am
46/11pm

3/8” ice on barn gutter tub.  Sunny - cold - & windy. 
Some high cloudiness - milder & overcast evng.
Did daily routine. Early pm Harry & Marie Siemsen
came & we went on a sightseeing trip in Bushkill
Cemetery & up Watson Hollow to the area site of the
Metropolitan Tannery & then up route 28 to the site of
1779 Big Shandaken fort on the Hudler far.  The
excavation is now pretty well filled with junk debris & a
few trees.    Harry took pictures - first of the plot with
about 285 graves of unknown dead from reservoir
cemeteries - the tannery site & Watson Hollow
schoolhouse fort site.  Ollie & I had steak supper.  She
went to bed.  I took a 3 hour nap.  We had no
Halloweeners tonite.

NOVEMBER 1  Tuesday  36/7am
52/11pm

Mostly overcast - mild wind light.  The day’s principal
accomplishment was getting and unloading 17 bags pine
sawdust from Shurter’s mill.  Bruce Burgher called Ollie
up tonite saying his father had discovered today their



home on Schoolhouse Hill had been broken in and
robbed sometime since their last visit the Labor Day
weekend.   We had a good pancake & sausage supper. 
Ollie went to bed.  I had a nap then got around and wrote
Vernon Beatty in reply to his card recd today.  Recd nice
letter from the newlyweds Jeannie & Victor Chavez. 
Getting alone fine in married life.  She types papers
helping in his college work & English structure.

NOVEMBER 2  Wednesday  56/7am
60/12pm

Dense fog this am - Warm dark foggy rainy day and
evening.
A do nothing day but chores.  Harlowe McLean called
mail time.  Recd letters Lottie Bell Stacknowitz, Grayce
Ellis.  Trooper Bell Wedimere now plain clothes
investigator came pm to talk with Ollie about her
nephew Bruce Burgher’s house robbery.  Ollie had good
supper & then went to bed.  I spent my evng reading
Sept. Readers Digest & writing to Lottie Stacknowitz.

NOVEMBER 3 Thursday  64/7am
34/11pm

Rainy warm night - Brisk southerly wind this morning
sun broke thru with gradual clearing wind shifted
westerly & steadily colder.  Cloudless tonite.  Rainfall 2”
- Upper Catskills up to 4 ½”.  Other than chore routine I
did a big job cleaning the stoves & pipes & burning out
chimney.  The old Magnet Acorn is still doing valiant
service for the past at least 68 years & in mid April 1911
was moved up from the old homestead kitchen.  Ollie’s



coughing spells continue.  As usual she went back to bed
after supper.  I took a nap till 9 ocolock.   Dr. Henry
Keator, 95 who attended my 1st cousin Fred W. Bishop
of Margaretville thru his 6 mo illness of TB from June 2
to Dec 12, 1923, died in Kingston.  Also Henry G.
Macholdt, 92 of Kingston an organizer & 1st secy of the
Ulster Co. Grand Jurors Assn. May 1934.  For years he
was an inmate of the VanHorn Nursing home in
Sleightsburg.  A Spanish War veteran - blind for years.  I
had known him since 1934 and on occasion as Court
Officer.   Ruth Rosengren closed her home & went with
her daughter Mrs. Gloria                  by Albany plane to
Dallas, Texas.  Ruth in poor health.

NOVEMBER 4  Friday  30/7am
34/11pm

Thin ice on barn tub.  Crisp sunny & windy with variable
cloudiness, becoming cloudless latter pm - old moon
shining over the reservoir back to half.
Other than routine, the pm accomplishments with Ollie
accompanying getting a car trunk load of rock oak wood
along back road.  We had an excellent fried fresh freezer
pork, boiled potatoes & butternut squash for supper & as
usual Ollie went right to bed.   I note the reservoir water
has various shades due to the heavy rain in the upper
Catskills and heavy flow of riolly water from the



Prattsville reservoir tunnel & construction road work on
route 28 between Cold Brook & Phoenicia.

NOVEMBER 5  Saturday  26/7am
42/11pm

Wind light - sunny am becoming overcast pm sky looked
like snow.  Rainy tonight.
Did usual routine. We went down to garage & over to
Harlowe McLean’s early pm.  Latter pm spread big load
manure behind chicken house.  Bought 3 - 50lb bags
choice Kathadin potatoes 5.50.  1/2bu Johnathan apples
from a Kerhonkson peddler.  He said he sold John
Nichols at Triangle Gas Station 20 bags.  After a good
potato stew supper Ollie went to bed.  I spent evng
reading papers.

NOVEMBER 6 Sunday  32/7am First Snow Storm
34/11pm

The rain turned to snow in the night & this morning the
ground was white and the mtns tinted wooly when the
sun broke thru.  Partly cloudy - we had 6/10th inch rain &
water pools stood in low places.  The snow disappeared
except on mtns especially High Point.  Starlight evng
wind northerly.    Did daily routine - we went down to
garage early pm & up on the hill to check.  Addie &
Virgil Winchell came & had supper & brot part.

NOVEMBER 7 Monday  32/7am
42/12pm

Hazy mild still - with variable overcast.  Dark cloudy
evng with light rain.



Other than routine we got a car trunk load of 4-5 ft
length firewood over along back road.  Mid pm Harry
and Marie Siemsen and friend Emma                          
came & we went down to the Olive Library & viewed
Charley Wood’s collection of art paintings.  We had
good supper, Ollie went to bed & I had long nap.

NOVEMBER 8  Tuesday  42/7am
54/11pm

Mild breezy, hazily sunny, becoming gloomy overcast
pm & drizzled a bit.
Election Day 6am to 9pm.  Ollie & I went down to vote
with Harlowe McLean noon time.  This is the gloomiest
election I can recall, after being an Inspector on the Olive
Dist 2 Board so many years.  634 names were registered. 
The Board now consists of Mr. Pat Molloy and Irene
Rose Republican - Mrs. Adele Rothman and Mrs.
Rosalie Burgher, Democratic.  This is my 55 consecutive
vote.   Recd letter Vernon Beatty, Grayce Ellis & Lottie
Stacknowitz.  I wrote reply.   Gov. Nelson A.
Rockefeller re elected for 3rd term over Dem. Frank E.
O’Connor by state wide approx. 400,000 majority. 
Assemblyman Kenneth L. Wilson of Woodstock re
elected 3rd term by

NOVEMBER 9  Wednesday  54/7am
54/11pm



Foggy this morning - murky still warm, occasional break
of sunshine.  Stars shone evng.  Stagnated weather
Both Ollie & I feeling draggy.  This pm we got a car
back load pole wood & I bucked up awhile after supper. 
I’m soft & need more exercise.  Ollie as usual went to
bed after supper.  I wrote card Vernon Beatty.  Sears
Roebuck new Kingston store in Up Town Shopping
Center officially opened 9:30am.  Wrote card tonite to
Vernon Beatty & Grayce Ellis.

NOVEMBER 10  Thursday  60/7am
64/11pm

Unseasonably warm, murky southerly wind, damp misty
rainy latter pm & evng - ½” precip.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Kingston noon time,
via Hurley Mtn Route & back.  Shopped at A&P Hurley
Ave. & visited the new Sears store.   Harlowe bought a
new 168.50 Television set also an electric pump & tank
outfit 99.  We intended to go out to Montgomery Wards
up town Wall St. but so dark & wet we headed back
home.  As usual Ollie went to bed after supper.  John
Lambert called early evng.

NOVEMBER 11  Friday  50/7am
46/11pm

Variable overcast am. Bright pm sunshine for a 2 hour
period & then dismally clouded over.  Still. Pitch dark
evng. Not so warm as yesterday.   
48th Anniv of the World War I armistice.  Other than
routine no accomplishments.  John Lambert & this twin
18 year old boys came am to chain saw some wood, but



it conked out.  This pm Ollie & I accompanied Mr.
Lambert to Kingston and he left the chain saw at Sears
service on Albany Ave & were back 4 ocolock - clouds
hung heavy over the Wittenbergs.  After supper I bucked
up wood awhile & Ollie went to bed.

NOVEMBER 12 Saturday  44/7am
40/11pm

Rather on the chilly damp side.  Still with variable
dismal cloudiness, intermittent sunshine. A part clearing
trend developed latter pm.
Other than chore routine I bucked up some firewood.  Mr
& Mrs Dave Denton of Mt.Tremper & her brother Bob
Hudler of Vega called early pm interested in getting a
pig.  John Lambert & one of the boys called late pm &
gave me a pan of gray squirrels.

NOVEMBER 13  Sunday  34/7am
24/11pm

Cloudless day & evng.  Still. Brilliant and crispy. 
Coldest night.
Dave Denton and bro in law Ed Hudler came 8am with
truck & took the pig to butcher at Amasa Peck’s in
Phoenicia.  Paid cash $60.00  Harlowe McLean called
pm.  He had attended church in Olive Bridge.  John
Lambert brot 5 more gray squirrels, they are so poor &
hard to skin.  We took a run up on the hill at sundown. 



Had squirrel supper & Ollie went to bed.  I spent my
evng reading & writing letter to Vernon Beatty.

NOVEMBER 14  Monday  22/a7m Coldest
night 40/11pm
½” ice on barn gutter tub.  Bright sunny with some
overcast - crispy air, still cloudy evng & moderating
somewhat.                                          Other than routine
we got a car load firewood over along back road - near
Mart Eckert’s driveway.  I bucked up some after supper
& Ollie went to bed.  I wrote reply letter to Jean Smith.

NOVEMBER 15 Tuesday  34/7am
28/11pm

Bright sunny & crispy with light northerly wind.
Scattered overcast.  Early setting rim of new moon over
High Point.  Cloudless still evng.                   Other than
daily routine Ollie & I went to Kingston noon time with
Harlowe McLean.  Went & returned via Hurley Mtn
Route, home at 4:30.  After good supper Ollie as usual
went to bed.  We again visited the new Sears Store & I
bought 10 qt can - all season motor oil $2.84 with
inclusive 2% sales tax.  Also did some up town & A&P
shopping.  Bought pair Romeo slippers %.09 with tax 1
pr. 10 ½ zipper dress actics at Endicott Johnson’s.  Recd
letter Lottie Stacknowitz also Vernon Beatty.

NOVEMBER 16 Wednesday  30/7am
44/11pm

Sunny am with gradual increasing overcast.  Damp
snowy air - wind light northerly.  Dark chilly evng.



Did daily routine - bucked up some wood.  Mart Eckert
came early pm & cut my hair.  Later Harlowe McLean
called.  I had light supper.  7 ocolock Ollie & I went with
Harlowe McLean to Lasher’s Parlors in Woodstock. 
Harlowe as acting Noble Grand & myself as Chaplain in
a 10 member delegation of Shokan Lodge No491
conducted ritualistic service for Past Grand Grover C.
Christiana.  Funeral tomorrow pm with burial in Tongore
Cemetery.  Recd letters Barbara Moncure, Jean Smith &
Helen Louise Currier.

The following newspaper clipping found in diary for this
date:
METOR SHOW DUE TONIGHT
Cambridge, Mass.  A meteor shower after midnight
tonight may produce one of the most spectacular sky
shows in more than a century.
The Leonid meteors may flash through the skies about 2
am (EST) toward the east and a little south.  Weather,
however, could obscure the show.
Leonids accounted for the greatest meteor shower on
record the night of Nov. 12-13, 1833, described by one
observer as “a tempest of falling stars.” 
The Leonids, whose name comes from their apparent
origin in the constellation Leo, are believed to be debris
from comet Tempel-Tuttle.  The tiny fragments produce
a glow as they hit the earth’s atmosphere.



Another clipping on same subject:
The greatest sky show above earth was on Nov. 12, 1833
when the sky seemed to be raining stars - some of them
brighter than the planets Jupiter or Venus.
The meteors are called Leonid because they radiate from
Constellation Leo.
Dr. Kenneth L. Franklin of the Hayden planetarium said
the position of Leo’s parent comet, Tempel-Tuttle, is
roughly what it was in 1833 when about 10,000 meteors
per hour were visible over the eastern area of the
country.  The last Leonid shower occurred in 1866.

NOVEMBER 17  Thursday  36/7am
54/11pm

Hazily sunny this am gradually becoming gloomily
overcast with chilly raw air.  Moderated tonight.
Harry and Marie Siemsen took Ollie & I on a 70 mile
sightseeing trip thru Peekamoose and up in Claryville
where we visited the standing chimney sites of the
Hammond or Neversink flats tannery and further up at
the then Hoyt DeWittville.  This chimney is leaning
northward & in a matter of time its toppling is inevitable. 
At this site we visited Mary Brown Decker, her mother
Mrs. Brown.  Harry took a number of pictures.  We made
the return trip thru Frost Valley to Big Indian & down
route 28.  We saw 7 deer - 5 together - all does.  We
were home 5pm & dusk doing chores.  Marie left for
home.  Ollie & I had a good steak supper & she went to
bed.  I took a nap & then read today’s Freeman.  The
spectular awesome falling meteor display that caused



widespread consternation on Nov 12, 13, 1833 was
blocked and now known as the Leonid meteors.  This
was the first scheduled display since that time.

NOVEMBER 18  Friday  54/7am
50/11:30pm

Hazily sunny this morning followed by gloomy overcast. 
Wind easterly. Unseasonably mild.  Cleared evng 
& cooler. Did daily
routine.  This pm we went over in back road woods.  I
raked up a load of bedding leaves, along the ledges
where Pa & I gathered many years ago.  Latter spread
load manure.  Accord Farmers Co op delivered 500 cow
feed 21.75 less empty bags & 43 cents cash disc. $21.32. 
Recd letter Grayce Ellis.

NOVEMBER 19 Saturday  36/7am
26/12pm

Blustery night with northerly wind continuing.  Broke
away brilliant cloudless this morning.  Crispy air. 
Glowing ½ moon evng. Settled to left of crest of South
Mtn.
John Lambert called am and brot me 2 spools of
aluminum coated copper lashing wire.  I bucked up some
stove wood and Ollie & I got another car trunk load pm
along back road.  We had a potato stew supper.  Ollie



went to bed.  I had a nap & then got going at 8:30. Took
a bath & read Freeman

NOVEMBER 20  Sunday  16/7am
24/11pm

Coldest night ¾” ice on chicken house pail over ½” on
barn tub.  Cloudless day & evng. Still cold - glowing
moon over half.                  Did daily
routine & bucked up some firewood.  Harlowe McLean
called early pm.  We took a check up run up on the hill. 
Went over to garage and got 1.50 worth of gas.  Addie &
Virgil Winchell & Ray Kelder came later pm & had
supper.  Addie & Virgil stayed over night.  This Virgil’s
75th birthday.  We spent the evng visiting.  Addie took
Ray back down to his house.

NOVEMBER 21  Monday  18/7am
24/12pm

1” ice on gutter tub.  Continued brilliant still cloudless
day & evng. Glowing rounding moon.  Crispy
atmosphere.  Midnight moon set beyond South Mtn.    
Did usual routine & bucked up firewood.  Addie went to
Kingston & Virgil stayed here & Mart Eckert came &
gave him a haircut.  Ollie returned before 5 ocolock &
after a good supper left for home in West Hurley.  Ollie
went to bed.  I bucked up wood awhile for exercise. 
Recd 2 ½ for one stack split from Skelly Oil Co of 39
shares - making my total 65 shares.  The deer hunting
season opened 7am.



NOVEMBER 22 Tuesday  20/7am
26/11pm

Continued brilliant cloudless still, with rounding glowing
moon.  Inch ice - first it froze heavy in pail on chicken
house roast.  Crispy magnificent weather. 
Did daily routine. This pm Ollie & I got another car
trunk load of rock & red oak polewood along back road. 
Harlowe Mc did some A&P store Kingston shopping for
us including a near 8lb Thanksgiving turkey as his treat
for the dinner.  We had as usual a good supper.  Ollie
went to bed.  I was tired & took a snooze on my couch. 
Charles Reinhard, the Bishop’s caretaker, has a lage
buck deer hanging up in a soft maple tree by the
apartment.  3rd anniversary of assination of President
John Fitzgerald Kennedy in Dallas Texas.

NOVEMBER 23  Wednesday  22/7am
32/11pm

Continued brilliant sunny still, with some high fleecy
overcast.  Moon somewhat hazy tonite beneath a veil of
thin haze. Bucked up
wood along with daily routine & this pm we got a 17 bag
load clean fresh pine sawdust at Shurter’s Mill &
unloaded.  We had a good supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
took a nap then got around & read Freeman.  Recd a
letter from Julia Rhoades with lovely Thanksgiving card. 



She wrote that her oldest son Garry & wife Carolyn have
a daughter, small boned & tiny born Nov.16 weighted
7lb 3oz.

NOVEMBER 24  Thursday  34/7am
44/11pm

Hazily sunny becalmed unusually warm Thanksgiving
weather.  Temp got up in mid 60s  Became overcast
latter pm & tonite the moon was pretty much blacked
out.
I did chore routine & bucked up & split wood.  It was
really warm in the pm sun.  Ollie kept busy preparing
Thanksgiving turkey supper in variety.  Harlowe came &
he & I ate alone as Ollie got one of her sick spells &
couldn’t eat anything till later in the evng.  I spent my
evng after Harlowe left writing reply letter to Julia
Rhoades.  For me this is the loneliest Thanksgiving in
my recollection.

NOVEMBER  25  Friday  44/7am
54/12pm

Mild - little wind. Variable overcast with some filtered
sunshine.  Cloudy evng & had drizzle of rain.
Did daily routine, had a noon time call by Lester
Personius, Sr. favorite son in law, Billy Pierce of up
state.  We then went to Shurter’s Mill & got 18 bag load
of sawdust & I got it unloaded.  On way back we stopped
at Harlowe McLean’s.  We had a good Thanksgiving
“leavins” supper.  Ollie went right to bed & I was tired
and took a nap till after midnight.  Recd air letter from
Jim Burgraff on trip to Newfoundland.



NOVEMBER 26 Saturday  46/a7m
34/11pm

Foggy this morning. Had drizzled in night about like a
heavy dew.  After fog cleared the day & evng was
cloudless.  As the sun set back of South Hollow a
glowing new full moon rose across the reservoir.  Wind
light temperature trend cooler.
Other than routine, we drawed out & spread a weeks load
of manure, then got a car load of firewood along south
side of back road.  We had good supper.  Ollie went to
bed.  I put in the evening reading or rather looking thru
Albany Times Union and weekly Grit.

NOVEMBER 27  Sunday  36/7am
Damp chill and overcast till a clearing trend developed
pm.  The full moon rose early and majestically above a
low eastern cloud bank - but before 10pm was observed
by a cloud blanket.
Only caller was Harlowe McLean toward noon and brot
a piece of deer liver, which was given him.  I felt tired
and achy and did daily routine & exercised briefly
bucking up wood.  Ollie & I had a good “left over”
supper.  She, Ollie, went to bed.  I wrote reply letter to
Vernon Beatty.  John Tisch 16 - 2nd older of the 4 sons of
Mr & Mrs Fred Tisch, was critically injured about
3:15pm when the borrowed 12 ga Stevens double



hammer gun exploded at the muzzle due to shooting a
heavy charge of buckshot load not intended for a gun of
low pressure type.  The shooting accident occurred on
the property & not the home of Mrs. Mary Beesmer. 
With him was his 14 year old brother Jerry, 16 yr old
Allan Davis.  The injured lad was taken by Edw. Wendt
to Dr. Jackheimer of Sheldon Hill road & thence to
Kingston Hosp Emergency Room by Doctors Ambulance
service & was 1 ½ hrs under surgery.

NOVEMBER 28  Monday  46/7am
46/11pm

Dense misty fog with thick drizzle, heavier showers pm
& evng.  Gusty warm wind accompanied tonite preceded
by a heavy crash of thunder early evng - general shower
went around north.  Rain stopped mid evng.  So wet I
kept cows in stable.   Did daily routine otherwise. 
Dorothy Adsit Shokan dog enumerator called early pm
followed by Mrs. Percy Lyon of Woodstock and Mrs.
Avery Smith of Kingston who are making a survey of pre
Civil war houses in the Town of Olive for the Ulster
County Planning Board.  By following a 1960 town map
I gave what information I had available.

NOVEMBER 29  Tuesday  36/7am
36/11pm

Mostly cloudy - dismal - damp & chill.  Light wind &
clouds drift continue from the south.  Dark still evng
The ground got well soaked & water stood in low places
- 1 1/10 inch precip.



Other than chores I busied along bucking up wood.  Put
in over an hour after supper.  Ollie as usual went to bed. 
Recd letter Vernon Beatty answered tonight.

NOVEMBER 30  Wednesday   36/7am
34/11pm

Dismal damp chilly mostly cloudy.  PM the wind shifted
northerly & a clearing trend developed with partial
moonlight evng.  The mountains were snow dusted. 
Other than daily routine Ollie & I got another car trunk
load of firewood sticks along back road.  Harlowe
McLean called latter pm.  We had a good steak and
mashed potato supper.  Customarily Ollie went to bed.  I
had a nap & then wrote Freeman News Copy.   60 years
ago this pm Wm. Hesher Jr. of Ransomville, NY arrived
on the mid pm train at West Shokan (pre reservoir) and
spent 2 weeks with Dad Mother & I on a never to be
forgotten 2 weeks hunting trip.

DECEMBER 1  Thursday  34/7am
34/11pm

Dismal cloudy, raw, scarcely a ray of sunshine.  A few
stars shone overhead tonite.  Light wind southerly.
Drawed out manure noon time then Harlowe McLean
came and got wagon with sideboards ready.  Ollie & I
went over after leaves in upper woods & Harlowe helped
& we got a big load on and safely home.  I did chores &



unloaded under north shed.  We were ready to set down
to a hot potato stew supper when Ray Kelder came & ate
with us, but he wasn’t so tedious as last time and didn’t
over stay.  We found 20 heads of wonderful large
cabbage by celler door.  Presumed Vernon Beatty brot it.

DECEMBER 2  Friday 24/7am
18/11pm

Ground white from seasons 2nd snowfall in night.  Winter
is here crispy cold with variable cloudiness & sunshine.
Wind light. 
Did daily routine.  Otherwise we made a pm shopping
trip to Woodstock accompanied by Harlowe McLean. 
Recd Mexico City Nov. Shrine Publication The Braying
Buno by Anezah Temple - Aaonms.  Ceremonial Issue.  
All up state snow covered and snow up to 4ft & closed
Thruway vicinity of Buffalo eastward.   Wrote Vernon
Beatty with signed blank check for cabbage.

DECEMBER 3  Saturday  16/7am   Froze 2” ice
Stinging cold with northerly wind.  Variable cloudiness
more sunny pm.  Starlight evng.
Did routine - Kept cows in stable.   Western New York
snow bound  40 miles of Thruway was blocked.  Snow
over 50” deep reported.  To cold to go after firewood so I
bucked up, split & carried in good supply.  I had bath &
changed from BVDs to heavier underwear.  Recd letter
Vernon Beatty says he brot cabbage Thurs PM 
disappointed we had went for leaves.



DECEMBER 4   Sunday  4/7am   Zero reported
12/11pm

Bright sunny still & real winter.  Clear evng & old moon
down to half.
Did usual routine - bucked up some wood am for daily
supply.     This pm Harlowe McLean Ollie & I wet to
Woodstock with the Plymouth and had delicious roast
pork dinner with Jim & Lil McVitty.  We got back
around before 6 oco & did chores.  Ollie went to bed.  I
wrote card Vernon Beatty & went to bed real early before
9 ocolock.

DECEMBER 5  Monday  12/7am
32/11pm

Variable wind & variable increasing cloudiness.  A
moderating trend developed.  A freezy rain fell early
evng.
I bucked up some wood.  Did routine.  This pm we went
for sawdust at Shurter’s Mill.  It was raw & windy &
sawdust frozen, but got load 15 bags & unloaded in barn. 
We had hot potato stew supper.  Ollie went to bed & I
took a nap & had intended to buck up wood for after
supper exercise.  Recd letter, or rather a card, from Lottie
Stacknowitz.  Also first of season Christmas card from
Jean & Robert Smith.



DECEMBER 6 Tuesday   34/7am
30/11pm

Sanding crews operated well thru the night.  Everything
was a glare of ice.  Mostly cloudy, still, damp, mild. 
Black as ink tonite. 
Ollie rested pretty much of the day, didn’t feel up to
going after wood.  I did usual routine.  Had the cows out
on stubble first in several days.  I finished bucking up,
splitting the rest of the drawed wood.  We had meat &
gravy & mashed spud supper.  Ollie went to bed.  I
finished sawing few remaining stick of wood.  Recd card
Vernon Beatty.  Wrote card Lottie Stacknowitz.  Final &
ideal weather for deer season didn’t hear a shot.

DECEMBER 7  Wednesday  34/7am
44/11pm

Dismal gloomy damp misty weather day and evng. 
Misty drizzily.
Did chore routine.  This pm Ollie and I did a big down
celler job pm.  Making 15 gallon crock sauerkraut about
85 pounds - approximate salt used 8 oz to 20lbs cabbage. 
We had good meat & mashed potato supper.  Harry &
Marie Siemsen called as we were finishing & he
entertained with several folk songs with guitar
companienet.  They latter attended a directors meeting at
the Olive Library.  Harlowe McLean did some Kingston
shopping for us.  Pear Harbor Day - 25 never to be
forgotten years ago.  At that time Wallie Colange was
getting milk from us for store needs when he came at



nite, first gave us the startling news.  It was Sunday &
missed it on radio.
Pear Harbor statistics - 2049 Service men killed.  The
battleship exploded and sank with its entire crew of 1102
officers & men.  The Utah sank with 58 of her crew - 18
vessels, moored in Battleship row were sunk or seriously
damaged.  Nine were Battleships - Arizona - California -
Maryland - Nevada - Oklahoma - Pennsylvania - Utah -
Tennessee and West Virginia.   The attack by the sneak
Japanese air fleet lasted 110 minutes.

DECEMBER 8  Thursday  40/7am
50/11pm

Partly cloudy, sunny warm April like weather.  Wind
light.  The air seemed muggy.  Cloudless starlight evng. 
It rained a little in night.  The door stones are wet its so
warm.
Did usual routine. This pm Ollie & I spread big load
manure & then got car load oak wood along back road. 
After a good supper I bucked wood over an hour.  Ollie
went to bed.  I wrote letter & first Christmas card to Jean
& Robert Smith.

DECEMBER 9 Friday  46/7am   Temp up in mid 60s
50/11pm



Warm soft sunshine.  Storm streaky clouds, calm. 
Starlight evng - thin low fog.  Real spring listless
weather
Did daily routine.  This pm with Harlowe McLean’s help
we gathered a wagon load of leaves along quarry road &
the upper back road and I got them unloaded under shed
and in barn.  After a good supper Ollie went to bed.  I
bucked wood for well over an hour, then went thru this
week’s Freeman.

DECEMBER 10 Saturday  52/7am
60/11pm

Warm humid wind southerly.  Cloudy, set in rainy late
pm & continued tonight.  Very seasonably mild.
Did daily routine.  This pm Ollie & I got another car load
of oak firewood along back road.  We had a surprise
latter call by Jean & Robt Smith up at Ledgerock for the
weekend.  They had 2 Christmas tree they bought at the
West Hurley Market.  They brot us each a Christmas gift. 
I had light supper.  Ollie went to bed - I took a nap then
got around took a bath & read papers.  I recd from
Treasury Dept. old age after 72 first pension check Social
Security Insurance for October & November $70.00. 
Presumably my wife Daisy at Mrs. Ann Stephens
boarding home recd half of that amount.

DECEMBER 11 Sunday  36/7am
30/12pm

Partly cloudy, northerly wind. Turning colder. Clear
evng.



Did daily routine and changed to all season Sears oil in
Plymouth - speedometer 38696.  Harlowe McLean called
- also late pm dusk Addie and Virgil Winchell.  Ollie had
another nervous spell & went to bed early.  Had light
supper.  I spent the evng reading papers & writing letter
to Ellen Wilfrus with Christmas card & check for $3.00

DECEMBER 12 Monday  26/7am
24/11pm

Brilliant cloudless day & evng.  Tangy light northerly
wind calm evng.  Froze up last nite.
Did daily routine & this pm bucked up split & piled
Saturday’s remaining load of wood.  Ollie wrote
Christmas cards & notes pm.  We had a delicious veal
steak & mashed potato supper.  Ollie went to bed & I had
a 3 hour nap then got around.  Wrote Mr. Knorpp this
am.  Recd Christmas card with note from Mariam with
$100 check from Noble Bob Longyear to pay lodge dues
& buy what I want.  Having made fuel preparations
moneyed Don and Edna Bishop left 6am on their annual
trailer trip.  Recd letter Julia Rhoades

DECEMBER 13  Tuesday  20/7am   Our First real
snowstorm
Dismal stinging still snow air with increasing heavy
overcast from the south.  Set in snowing around 7:30 pm
& continued falling heavily.



After mail came Ollie & I accompanied by Harlowe
McLean went to Krumville for eggs at Henry
Merrihew’s. 3doz pullet @ .30cents - 3 dz medium @
.40 cents.  Coming back stopped at Boice’s store for
minor purchase & at Joe’s market for 2lbs hamburger
$1.00   After letting Harlowe off home  we cut a trunk
load of oak polewood along back road.  After a good
mashed potato & hamburg supper Ollie went to bed & I
took near 3 hour nap.  We also went first to Post Office. 
I got  $10.00 in stamps for Christmas.

DECEMBER 14 Wednesday  30/7am
34/11pm

The snow stopped during the night with a fall of 7-8
inches.  Clinging heavily to trees & shrubs , bushes etc. 
The reservoir grimly coated with slush.  Snow settled
considerably during the day as temperature moderated -
overcast - part clearing tonight.  Snow plows were out at
2am.
Did daily routine & shoveled path to barn with difficulty
to my aching hand.  Our string of Christmas cards is
growing.  Tonite I wrote letters & card to Cornelia &
letter Jean & Bob Smith.  Ollie went to bed after supper. 
Onteora Central School Christmas program at Boiceville
tonite.

DECEMBER 15  20/7am
20/11pm

Crispy - wind quiet, some overcast but generally sunny. 
Cloudless evng.



Did routine - we spread load manure early pm then went
over to Harlowe McLean & he helped get us a Cedar
Christmas tree.  The Christmas mail coming in quantity. 
I got card & Christmas letter off to Mariam air mail with
two $100.00 checks for Daisy’s Nov & Dec
maintainance - also $10.00 for Christmas.  After good
pancake & sausage supper Ollie went to bed.  I took a
nap - later tried to write cards but hand hurt to much. 
Charley Reinhard reports 5 spruce trees on Bishop stolen
since the new snow.  Recd letter & card from Elsie
VanValkenburgh - first since last mid April.  Also
overdue letter from EH Munch.

DECEMBER 16 Friday  20/7am
25/12pm

Variable cloudiness, rather windy. Pleasant awhile in sun
.  PM crescent moon set hazy behind South Hollow.
Recd and wrote Christmas cards and letters.  Kept going
all evening.  Wrote letter reply to Elsie VanValkenburg. 
This pm Ollie & I took a ride to Phoenicia with Harlowe
McLean & did some shopping.  Stopped at Boiceville
Hardware & bought a double roaster $2.24

DECEMBER 17  Saturday  24/7am
38/11pm

Bright sunny southerly wind - seasonably mild snow
settling.  Cloudless evng & brilliant crescent moon



I spent the morning writing cards with letters.  Ollie did
some Christmas baking.  During pm we got a car trunk
load of oak firewood along back road from my woods. 
We had a good hamburg & boiled potato supper.  Ollie
went to bed.  I took a bath & read papers.

DECEMBER 18 Sunday  44/7am
34/12pm

Sunny mild Early spring. Became considerably overcast
pm with rain squall.  Wind was southerly. Colder tonite.
Snow soft and open area getting bare - water standing.
Ollie continued her cookie baking.  I was tired, did usual
routine, bucked up some wood to limber up.  Had pm
call from Geo and Katherine Carr & daughter  Mrs. Peck
& 2 girls.  We had a good steak and mashed potato
supper.  Ollie went to bed as usual.  I wrote cards all
evening & 52 anniversary tonite of Uncle Jake Crispell’s
72nd birthday party at Mr & Mrs Mose Palen’s in
Ashokan.  He died mid April 1933.

DECEMBER 19  Monday  18/7am
16/11pm

Bright sunny - seasonably cold.  Part overcast evng. 
When not be clouded a brilliant ½ moon set over crest of
South Mtn.
Harlowe McLean did some Christmas shopping for us at
Hurley Ave A&P market.   Mart Eckert came over pm
and gave me a neat hair cut.  Did daily routine, bucked
up some wood.  Addie & Virgil Winchell called early
pm.  They are leaving for Florida in the morning,
destination Bradenton.  Same as last winter.  Ollie went



to bed after supper.  I spent the morning and evening
writing cards.  There came a dozen or so with the mail.

DECEMBER 20 Tuesday  14/7am
24/11pm

Sunny this am cloudless over heavily still & cold.  Set in
snowing before noon and continued steadily on into evng
- tapering off.  A fine snow, roads slippery.  I got out
some more cards this am & early pm despite the snow. 
Ollie helped me get out a load of manure.  Otherwise did
chore routine.  We had a pancake, flour gravy supper
with fried eggs.  Another batch of cards came today. 
Ollie went to bed.  I spent the evng reading Freemans
and writing.   My 56th wedding anniversary.  Joe
Canfield appoint Junior Master of Ceremonies at annual
dinner meeting of Kingston Lodge No10 FAAM only 67
attended the dinner.  Bad road & snow conditions.

The following newspaper clipping found in diary for this
date:
SOLTICE TO BEGIN WINTER ON DEC. 22
(Margaretville Catskill Mtn. News 12-15-66)
Today begins the last week of a relatively mild autumn. 
When the sun stands over the Tropic of Capricorn at
2:29 a.m. next week Thursday, winter takes over for a
three-month reign.



Winter has sent a few advance guards, in the form of
Tuesday night’s four inches of snow , the below-zero
cold of two weeks ago and several frosty nights.
One may read and hear many conflicting forecasts on
whether winter will be mild or harsh.  The only certainty
is that winter will last until on or about next March 20,
with each day gaining a moment or tow of additional
light.
Today, Thursday, marks the first gain of one minute of
daylight in the afternoon.  However, there will be eight
minutes less of daylight in the mornings between now
and Dec. 22.  It will be Jan.12 before the first minute of
daylight is gained in the morning.  At that time there will
already be a gain of 20 minutes of daylight in the
afternoon.

DECEMBER 21 Wednesday  24/7am  Winter Begins
tomorrow (Shortest day of year) 24/11pm
Dismal overcast chill damp day.  A fine mist fell pm. 
Cleared away evng.  High over half moon over South
Mountain.  Wind calm.  We had 4 inches new snow.
Did chores & bucked up some wood.  Otherwise pretty
much snow bound.  George Carr called after work - at
Singer Lumber Co.  We had savory fried whiting fish
supper.  Ollie as usual went to bed & I spent evng
writing after a nap.  More cards came & went today. 
Recd air letter from Mariam.  Robert arrived for
Christmas visit from Valley Forge.  Recd letter Ellen
Wilfris.  Joe Canfield was appointed Royal Arch Captain
tonite at annual meeting of Mt. Horeh Chapter No52 -
RAM



DECEMBER 22  Thursday
20/12pm

Cloudless brilliant still.  Over half moon high over South
Mtn. tonite.
Ollie had Mrs. Katherine Carr do a big general washing
& cleaning up today $6.00 paid.  I did chores, bucked up
some wood.  Christmas cards go and come.  Had cows in
pasture for exercise.  I’m not getting enough exercise
being “snow bounds.”  Ollie went to bed after supper.  I
took a nap & then read papers & wrote cards till after 12
oco.

DECEMBER 23 Friday  20/7am
10/12pm

Bright sunny after morning part cloudiness.  Still. Ideal
early winter - cloudless, high riding moon tonite.
Did usual routine. Finished bucking & splitting the last
load of wood.  Harlowe McLean called pm.  Ollie & I
got the Christmas tree set up in porch door corner &
decorated with colored bulbs.  After supper Ollie went to
bed.  Recd Christmas card and letter from Norah
Herrington.  She is living alone in an apt in Utica &
doing  factory work.  It’s the first I have heard from her
in several years.  I replied tonite.



DECEMBER 24 Saturday  20/7am
24/11pm

Overcast & started snowing, but sun broke thru.  Later
clouded over again and set in snowing around 2pm &
continued heavily into the evening.  A sort of north
easter storm, which is widespread and travel hazardous.
Early pm Ollie & I spread load manure below garden
also snaked out a seasoned hard maple pole over in
woods.  I got the smaller end cut up in firewood & oven
filled.  I did chores early & we had a good steak & baked
potato supper.  Many Christmas eve events cancelled.  
The storm seemed to be tapering off latter evng but wind
and snow blowing.  There is at least a foot.  Town snow
equipment was rolling tonight.  Recd more cards
including card letter from Lavern Davis of Wilder, Idaho.

DECEMBER 25  Sunday  20/7am
22/11pm

The snow abated after 1am but it was a rough blizzardy
blowing and drifting night.  Was dismal rough all day
and evng in my recollection this is the heaviest
Christmas storm.  Clouds gradually breaking tonite.  I
didn’t go to the pig pen or barn till 12:30 noon.  I
wallowed a crooked path to feed the pig & geese & got
to the barn thru wood shed.  We listened to the radio
Christmas sermon.  Bishop’s caretaker opened the drive
with snow blower & cleaned out in front of our garage &
I got a path opened to the barn.  Ollie prepared an
excellent chicken pie supper and she went to bed.  I took
a nap then went to the barn to feed around.  Snow plows



had a busy day.  There was a general cancellation of
religious services.  The snow & blizzard conditions
heaviest since 1953.  Ellenville has 17”  Albany 18” 
Cobleskill 21”.  We had 11pm fone call from NY.  Jean
& Robt Smith & Gaye & Jeannie.

DECEMBER 26  Monday  24/7am
24/11pm

Another grumpy overcast squally blowy day.  Part
clearing evng with almost full moon dodging in and out
amid the scurrying clouds.
Just did chore routine.  Ollie had a sick spell with her
stomach all afternoon.  She ate but little & I had a left
over supper.  I started shoveling out between milk house
& open shed.  We opened our present this morning.  I
wrote reply letter to Lavern Davis “my kissin cousin.”

DECEMBER 27  Tuesday  24/7am
18/11pm

Bright sunshine crispy.  Light wind northerly.  Some
cloudiness.  Brilliant full moon.  Light as day on the
snow with a few scattered clouds.    
Jim Burgraff did some am shopping for us at Hurley
Ave. A&P Market.  I did chore routine & this pm
shoveled out between milk house & open shed so can get
at the manure wagon.  Harlowe McLean & Jim Burgraff
shared with us Ollie’s delicious baked ham delayed



Christmas supper.  He showed a set of colored pictures
he took of the Japanese whaling industry in New
Farmaland and gave an interesting word description.

DECEMBER 28 Wednesday  14/7am
20/11pm

Sun shone early followed by gradual increasing overcast. 
Still & cold.  Set in snowing 9pm
Did daily routine.  Drawed out manure noon time.  Early
pm Harry and Marie Siemsen accompanied by Pamela
Griffin connected with radio station WGHQ and Robin
Witteraw both of Woodstock, a musician & stone mason. 
Harry & I made a recording for FM broadcast - songs &
folk stories & notes on the Ashokan reservoir
construction.  Ollie & I had a good supper.  She retired.  I
spent the evng writing reply to Bertha Merrill.  Recd
letter Lottie Slacknowitz that her bro Floyd Bell of Conn
had a severe heart attack Thanksgiving eve & rushed to
hosp & underwent surgery & had a Pacemaker implanted
but improving and soon leaving for new home in Fla.

DECEMBER 29 Thursday  30/7am
30/11pm

The snow after a depth of 3” changed to rain during night
and continued into this morning.  Sun broke thru but
fogged over & pm was mostly cloudy,  partial clearing
blustery tonite.  Moon shining in and out.
Snow plows operating & roads ridged up along sides,
like mid winter.  Did daily routine and shoveled out
again in front of garage & barn shed - also shoveled path
from woodshed to chicken house.  Latter pm we took run



down to garage & up on the hill.  Ollie went to bed after
supper and I took a 3 hour snooze.  Recd letter from
Addie & Virgil that after leaving West Hurley Tues am
20 they ran thru snow and rain most of the way to
Bradenton, Fla arriving 5:30 pm 24th.

DECEMBER 30  Friday  24/7am
28/12pm

Rather windy.  Variable cloudiness sun in and out all
day.  Clouds more scattered tonite and olding moon
shone.
Did daily round of chores & bucked up remainder of the
hard maple pole snaked out last Sat.   Recd letter Jean
Smith & Vernon Beatty.  Accord Farmers Co op truck
delivered ½ ton feed after 5pm net paid $44.26.  Ollie
went to bed after supper & I spent evng writing air letter
to Mariam - finished and mailed Sat.am 31st.   
35 years today Mariam gave our Little Honey Girl Lillian
her last sleigh ride on Aunt Cornelia Bishop’s frozen
ditch with Mariam skating.

DECEMBER 31  Saturday  20/7am
26/11pm

Calm - variable overcast.  The sky looked real snowy pm
but faired away.  Rather windy evng from High Point
quarter.



Did chores & drawed out manure.  We are pretty well
snowbound.  Snow ridged up 3-4ft high along woods by
plows.  Roads icy.  Ollie went to bed after mashed potato
& veal steak supper.  I took bath & spend my evng
reading and going thru stacked letters etc.    35 years ago
our Little Honey girl - beloved 4 years old Lillian Ellen
fatal illness started during the night & when Daisy her
mother brought her down stairs, spelled out the word
SICK.   Little Honey said her beddy hurt but she had
such spells & we just thought too much Christmas her
last and happy one.  Jean and Robert Smith are spending
the week end at Ledgerock.  
Ollie & I greeted the New Year sitting by the kitchen
table & toasting with 3 Manhattans.

                                           ELWYN DAVIS DIARY
1967

January 1, Sunday —16/7am      30/11pm       Dismal -
overcast still – occasionally a few snow flakes - flurries
& a glimpse of fleeting sunshine broke thru at 1:40 pm.
Dark gloomy evening. A light raw air came off the still
open reservoir – perhaps 3/4 filled.
Did chore routine. For all practical purposes the Catskills
are deeply snow covered  with light crust. All roads open
but icy. This transition weather reminds of 35 years ago
New Years –  when there was a dense 4inch snow fall
and Golden & Leah Van Benschoten were with us for
dinner. Our beloved Little Honey Girl Lillian Ellen 4
years 2 months was fatally ill of acute appendicitis,
which we couldn’t realize. Our old family Doctors J D



W Dumond of Olive Bridge was sick & Dr John C Gross
of Phoenicia was in New York and snowy roads
hazardous  – so the preceding day & today & night
passed without medical attention. Lillian now & then had
similar stomach upsets & we felt it was just too much
Christmas.
Ollie Burgher my housekeeper had supper at Harlowe
McLeans. At Ledgerock for the weekend Jean & Robt
Smith called early pm. 

January 2, Monday —34/7am   34/11pm     Dismal
overcast rather mild weather day and evng. Still
occasional breaks of early pm sunshine.
Did daily routine  -Harlowe Mclean had roasted chicken
supper with us. Early pm Ollie & I went over and called
on Mart & Anne Eckert the occasion of his 93rd birthday.
He had been shoveling paths & very lame His daughters
Dorothy Mancuso & Florence Giuliano and their families
gave him a birthday party in latter pm with a buffet
supper.
Ollie went to bed. Harlowe & I visited awhile after
supper. 35 years ago tonight at 11:20 our Darling Little
Honey Girl Lillian Ellen Davis died in children’s ward of
Kingston Hospital following an early pm operation
performed by Dr Geo F. Chandler, head surgeon assisted
by our long time friend Dr Harry Bibby, child specialist.



January 3, Tuesday — 28/7am    32/11pm   Continued
dismal cloudy still day & evng. Mild during day above
freezing but a raw damp air.
35 years ago this morning daughter Cornelia 13 came
down stairs bent over with pain in her side and noon time
had swollen appendix removed by Dr Chandler at
Kingston Hosp. Mariam & I staid with her during the
operation at the same time she had a When removed
from her head.
Did chore routine. This pm Ollie & I went over to Mart
Eckerts & he cut my hair. He was out shoveling snow
around his car. We had a good supper, Ollie went to bed.
I did an hour exercising between kitchen & living room
& spent the evng looking thru papers & going over
financial accounts. Gov. Nelson D. Rockefeller
inaugurated NY Governor for third 4 year term. Rec’d
old age Social Security check for December $32.00 – 
$3.00 deduction for medicare Insurance.

January 4, Wednesday — 30/7am   34/11pm.   Dismal -
damp - raw still foggy weather. It rained lightly this
morning, snow packed & settling.
Did daily routine & spread load manure – otherwise just
sat the day out. After a good supper Ollie went to bed.
Rec’d letter of Vernon Beatty & Ruth Rosengren. Rec’d
nice Christmas card from Mr & Mrs Merwin Hesher
mailed Dec.14th.

January5, Thursday — 30/7am   28/11pm.    Mostly
cloudy with variable breaks of sunshine — still chilly



damp. Moderate thawing, dark cloudy evng some wind
stirring. Starlight evng – Kingston had light snow
flurries.
 Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I made a trip to Kingston
after mail came. We went to up town Savings Banks &
Savings & Loan Associations & had interest added to
accts. I had $600. Transferred on acct no ------- in First
Federal to a 6 months certificate of deposit and $4,000
from Savings & Loan acct to 1 year 5 1/4 % certificate of
deposit. I picked up a supply of 1967 calendars also did
some up town A& P market shopping. We went down on
28 & returned on Hurley Mountain. We had a late supper
& Ollie was all in. It’s 35th anniversary of funeral of our
Little Beloved Honey Girl Lillian, held at 2 pm in our
house parlor. A touching eulogy was delivered by our
family friend Rev. C.F. W. Ahrens. Burial in N.W.
corner of Tongore Cemetery plot.

Newspaper clipping 1/9/67

   Mart Eckert continued hale and hearty other than a
rheumatic condition affecting his locomotion he fittingly
observed his 93rd birthday party on Jan 2nd. His principal
program for the day was keeping physically fit shoveling
snow. During the afternoon friends and neighbors called
to extend felicitations. Later a dinner party was extended
was a feature given by his daughters Mrs Louis



Mamcuso and Mrs (Dino) Giuliano with a family group
of fourteen present which included Mr Marty Giuliano’s
friend, Miss  (Mary ) Penning. Mr Eckert’s recollection
of winter in his long lifetime is keen and distinct,
including pioneer happenings as handed down by his
pioneer associates.
   Harvey Siemsen and Squire Elwyn C. Davis taped a
historical and forklore recording recently for Pamela
Griffen, a moderator for Radio Station WGHQ. Mrs
Marie Siemsen and Robin Wateran were also present.
Following, refreshments were served by the hostess Mrs
Ollie Burgher.

January 6, Friday — 24/7am   14/11pm    Brilliant calm
cloudless day & starlight evng. Crispy winter, little
thawing.
Did daily routine. This pm Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I
went to Phoenicia to Gormley’s Parlors & paid respects
to Marjorie North Barbera, skeleton thin a victim
Parkinsons disease, she had laid rigid for years with
hands across her breasts. She had an elegant metal
casket, many beautiful flowers. We learned that Loren
Bell 88 of Maltby Hollow road & close neighbor of the
North family died at his home 2 a.m. He had been in
failing health for two weeks evidently had cancer. A
lifelong resident of the Bushkill section. He is survived
by his wife Alice Lane Bell.

January 7, Saturday — 14/7am   46/11pm.     Clear &
crispy early with rapidly increasing cloudiness
accompanying southerly wind. Set in snowing and



blustering changed intermittently from snow to rain & as
temp continued to moderate all rain. It’s a January thaw
of some proportion. Strong gusty south wind evng. A
few stars showed here & there.
Did daily routine & Ollie & I spread load manure in the
driving storm. Harvey & Marie Siemsen  came early pm
& after they had lunch we went over and visited Mart
Eckert. He taped some historical material and related
experiences of his long lifetime. He well remembers the
charcoal industry in Maltby Hollow by Chas B. Maltby
& later the 2 or 3 brick charcoal kiln which were
operated by the Millerion Iron Company in West
Shokan. He well remembers the Shokan tannery & its
operation. The last tannery & smaller than its burned
predecessor was last operated by Mr Mayer til 1907 or 8.
Mart also remembers the latter era of wild pigeons as a
boy & of helping his uncle Andrew Eckert catch them in
nets & also hunting pigeons with his father Russell
Eckert in Brodhead woods vicinity of the Bridal Vail
Falls.

January 8, Sunday ---- 34/7am   32/11pm.    Dismal fog
bound, damp chilly. It’s a cold January thaw tho the
snow has greatly settled & sloppy in low places. Its
partly bare ground above the yard. Light rain or mist.
I let the cows down in pasture for exercise, first since the
Christmas blizzard. Harlowe McLean called pm & brat



Margaretville Grit papers. Ollie made a delicious veal
pie supper & went to bed. I exercised 40 minutes took a
nap & went to barn, then wrote to Vernon Beatty & Jean
Smith. Last 11:10 pm I had  fone calls from Mariam &
Bob up from Mexico to San Antonio Texas with young
Robert after Christmas leave enroute back to Valley
Forge Academy.

January 9, Monday — 32/7am      22/11pm.    Stagnated
weather – after breaking away this morning there was
variable cloudiness & welcome pm sunshine – calm –
clear still crispy evng.
Other than routine, Marsh Maier who took the bearers,
Homer and Abel Every & I officiated at the funeral 2 pm.
at Gormleys & subsequent burial of Loren bell 88 in
sunny partly bare Bushkill cemetery. Rev. Merton S.
Cady of Hensonville officiated. There were 14 floral
pieces. I was back home before 3:30 pm.
I sent general order to Montgomery Ward $27.01. Rec’d
letters Jean Smith & Mrs Currier.

January 10, Tuesday — 22/7am   22/11pm.   Dismal
overcast this morning but cleared away bright and sunny
– still starlight evng.
Did daily chore routine. We had a pm call by Mart
Eckert and gave me a check $28.14 for taxes now due.
Ollie & I had a good hamburg and mashed potato supper
& later a pleasant surprise call by Helen Marshall – who
later attended a special town board meeting. I prepared
several packages of calendars & Farmers Almanacs for
mailing to Jeannie & Victor Chavez, Mrs Currier, Garret



Mott, Lottie Stacknowitz & Mr & Mrs Virgil Winchell
also for them yesterdays Freeman. Rec’d letter Grayce
Ellis.
It was a miserable stormy afternoon for Majorie
Barbera’s funeral, conducted by Rev.Merton S, Cady.

January 11, Wednesday — 26/7am   24/11pm.   Typical
March weather raw with variable cloudiness & mtn
squally — clear still evng.
Did daily routine. Harlowe McLean called pm. We
learned over Kingston news cast this a.m. that Russell
Lane 22 older son -in-law of Mr & Mrs Tex Jackson
down below the hill on 28A had been killed early last
nite about 7:45 by an explosion at the Hercules powder
plant in Port Ewen. The tragically deceased wife 5 mo.
pregnant They live on Linderman Ave in Kingston. 
Ollie went to bed as usual after supper I spent my evng
reading & writing cards. Rec’d letter Addie Winchell &
cards Lottie Stacknowitz & Vernon Beatty. WGY
Schenectady 11 p.m. news reports that 3 inches of snow
fell in Mexico City, first in over 25 years.

January 12, Thursday — 16/7am   24/12pm.   Sun broke
early then murked over and set in snowy continued till
mid pm – about 2 inches. A cold storm, cleared evng –
somewhat blustery but quieted. New moon over south
mtn.



A stay indoors day. Did only chore routine. Did
considerable reading. Rec’d letters Ada Bell and Ellen
Wilfris. Ollie & I had a good early supper. She went to
bed, I spent my evng reading interesting articles in local
library book, New York Portrait ( a literary look at N.Y.
State) Wrote cards to Vernon Beatty & Lottie
Stacknawitz, also reply to Ellen Wilfris.
Mrs Katheryn Roosa Terwilliger 95 a lifelong resident
till just recent years died in the Kingston Ulster County
Infirmary.

(Wrong date noted on this article of 1964)

At 4 p.m. in a crowded room in the Ulster County Bldg
in Kingston( the Glass Managerie) the nationally
heralded Luini adoption case came to a dramatic end as
County Welfare Comm. Joe Fitzsimmons with
reluctance signed the adoption of 4 year old Beth St John
to be the foster child of Mr & Mrs Michael Luini of
Tillson, N.Y.

January 13, Friday —   24/7am    30/11pm.   Dismal
early broke away generally sunny, still, starlight early
evening then clouded over.
Skims of ice on reservoir. Did chore routine & this pm
spread load manure behind chicken house. We had
supper soon after 5 — Ollie went to bed. I took a nap and
read papers. Rec’d letter Grayce Ahrens Ellis. The New
York stock market has spurted for 8 straight sessions
from the December doldrums.



Willian Scanlon returned home from Albany Veterans
Hospital following miracle brain tumor operation. Joe
Winkler who had right lung removed, condition fair.

January 14, Saturday — 28/7am    34/11pm.  Mild
dismal weather, somewhat rainy p.m. – foggy, dark damp
evng.
Did chore routine. This pm Harlowe Mclean, Ollie & I
went to Woodstock, they went shopping & I attended
funeral services at Lasher’s Parlors for Russell Lane who
was instantly killed Tuesday evng while working alone
in a building. The interior of which was demolished at
the Hercules powder plant in Port Ewen. This the first
fatal accident there since the death of Willie Burgher in
1938. His wife -------- Bell never re-married and lives in
Kingston. Both were natives of Maltby Hollow road
area. Rev. Clarence Murray officiated at the Lane
service. There were 30 or more beautiful floral tributes.
An unusual feature was an immense heart shaped floral
wreath on the wall over the elegant metallic casket with
the deceased colored picture in uniform inside. The
casket was unopened. Many relatives and friends
attended. Interment in Mt Tremper cemetery. After the
cortege left I went in the side room and viewed Mrs
Cassie Terwilliger lying in her open casket. Later Ollie,
Harlowe & I called on Lil & Jim McVitty.



January 15, Sunday — 34/7am    28/11pm.    Both
cloudiness and bright sunshine – wind light – late March
weather. Snow thawing, but there is a chill in the air –
starlight evng – crescent moon settled behind crest of
south mtn at 8:35.
Did usual routine – no callers. Harlowe McLean, Ollie &
I attended the 11 a.m.  Church service in Olive Bridge.
They have an excellent 15 member young peoples choir.
A new membership class is forming. 4 request baptism
by immersion. Rev. Eric Forstburg gave a commendable
address. Upon getting home I developed severe stomach
cramps & felt tough all p.m. & bowels ran off. We had
light supper, Ollie went to bed. I read & made a pkg to
send to Ellen Wilfris, 2 Farmers Almanacs & desk
calendar & religious pub. The Upper Room.

January 16, Monday — 24/7am 16/12pm     Brilliant
cloudless, cold, raw – wind off the open reservoir & a
growing crescent moon over south mtn. Some high thin
haze developed in the west during p.m. Late evng was
overcast at midnight.
I did chores & a few odd jobs. Went over in the woods
p.m. & cut a yellow birch for exercise along the old rain
pipeline. I’ve picked up from my one day virus but Ollie
complained all day & went back to her couch after a
good roast pork & mashed potato supper. I spent the
evng reading historical library book New York Portrait.
It contains many interesting & authentic chapters.

January 17, Tuesday — 28/7am    28/11pm.    Mostly
cloudy, some brief filtered sunshine. Raw air off



reservoir. Crescent near ½ moon settled 10:30 behind the
crest of south mtn.
Did daily routine & that was it. Stomach virus bothering
again today — Ollie still complaining & went to bed
after our good cooked kraut & cold meat supper.  I did
walking & bending exercise for fully an hour. Then
wrote to my friends Mrs Geo Brown & daughter Mrs
Mildred Decker of Claryville & having just learned of
the death, cancer of the liver just before Christmas. He
had jaundice when we called there in mid November. I
sent card to Carrie North Barbera in Kingston Hosp.

January 18, Wednesday — 14/7am    4/12pm.   Brilliant
cloudless much colder with stinging north wind.
Glowing ½ moon tonite high over s.mtn.
That stomach virus continues, grumpy today. Ollie
complains, went right to bed after supper. I spent my
evng writing long air mail letter to Mariam enclosing
$100.00 for Daisy’s maintenance for Jan. We got manure
spread p.m. a cold job.
Mrs Margaret Kunkle & assistant Mrs Genevieve
McLean sat for taxes at the town hall rate about $13
higher per thousand than last year. Jacky Brook Farm val
$1200. — 112.61 Hinkley place val $500  —$28.14
—Total = $124.75    Ollies tax     val 500    $46.94
Rec’d letter Addie Winchell & Lottie Stacknawitz.



January 19, Thursday — 2+/7am.    16/11pm.   Thin
overcast & snow flurries most of the day & sun shone
thru & cleared from west tonite & moonlight bright high
over south mtn. The reservoir froze over last nite. Biting
cold and raw. 
Did only chores & Ollie just house routine. She as usual
went to bed right after supper. I took nap & then wrote
long letter to Lottie Stacknowitz. Harlowe McLean
called late pm.

January 20, Friday — 14/7am   34/11pm.   Sunny all day
thru high thin haze & bright bulging moon tonite.
Moderating with gusty southerly wind.
Did daily routine. This pm we went over to Joe
Caufield’s garage & got $1.50 worth of gas, he put a hot
patch on side of my left zipper arctic I caught on a rough
board edge& tore in garage. Coming back we got trunk
load wood along south side of back road, first load since
Dec.13th.

January 21, Saturday —   28/7am   44/12pm.   Sunny
a.m.  Became overcast & cleared late evng so that moon
shone bright. There was a disagreeable blustering
shifting wind but quieted evng.
Did daily routine. This early p.m. we got another car load
of mostly rock oak wood along south side back road also
spread load manure. This evng Ollie & I went to Olive
Bridge, she went with John & Helen Marshall to Olive
Rep. Club election of officers meeting at Fire House hall.
Harlowe & I attended largely attended Installation at
Shokan I.O.O.F. Lodge #491 by District Deputy David



Lamonice & staff of Catskill Mtn Lodge #487 W.
Saugerties. Installed Noble Grand Alex Adami 3rd term
— Vice Grand Oliver Crawford – Rec. Secy P.D.D. – 
Alonzo Davis – Fin. Secy Arthur Samsen –  FinSecy A.
D. D. Harlowe McLean (50year member)  – R.S.N.G.
PG Percy Cook — L.S.N.G. P.G. Joe Warner — R.S.S.
Geo Burgher — L.S.S. LeGrand Shultis — S.V.G.
Edward Ordway — L.S.V.G. Harry Keator — Inside
Guardian Ed Weldt — Outside Guardian Edw. Gill —
Chaplain P.G. Elwyn C. Davis — Visiting A.D.D.S.
Henry A. Lamonice
elected in Shokan I.O.O.F. Lodge & Grand Comm 1928.
Refreshments followed

January 22, Saturday — 44/7am.    34/11pm.   Balmy
springlike, variable cloudiness calm & sunny. High
moon shone early evng. Later clouded over. Most of the
snow gone off the sunny east side & our fields getting
bare. Warmest of the winter. Water stands on the thin
reservoir ice.
No callers today. We talked with Jean Smith , they are up
for the weekend at Ledgerock. I let the cows out in
pasture for exercise. Did daily routine, bucked some
wood for exercise. Back feeling tired & lazy,.The air is
rather close. We had good goolash meat & gravy,
mashed potato & string bean supper. Ollie went to bed &
I wrote Vernon Beatty.



January 23, Sunday — 34/7a.m.   54/11pm.    Muggy
most unseasonably warm, snow disappeared like magic.
Fields and the east side all bare. Hit & miss sunshine
otherwise mostly cloudy, wind south.
Did usual routine & this p.m. we got another car load
wood across from Mart Eckert’s entrance. After a good
veal steak & mashed potato supper, Ollie went to bed & I
took a nap after bucking up wood awhile.

January 24, Monday — 44/7am    54/11pm.   Continued
warm spring weather. Sunny, hazy, still, moon at full
tonite, shone hazily. This is said to be the warmest
January since 1864.
Ollie & I made a shopping  Kingston trip to Kingston
and out to Montgomery Wards. Went by Hurley Mtn
route & back thru Stone Ridge and Atwood. While here
the snow is gone & last weeks one night freeze of
reservoir ice disappeared. It was amazing to the snow
covered ground from the Kiukiut all the way over the
Hurley flats to Kingston. It was so warm I went bare
headed in Kingston. Ollie & I had usual good supper &
she went to bed and I bucked up wood awhile. Shortly
after midnight a 3 alarm fire of undetermined origin
wrecks the Mission Furniture Co building & contents at
the intersection of Washington Ave & North Front St.
Smokey haze hung dense over the Hurley Flats The
building was owned & used formerly many years, dated
back to 1859.



January 25, Tuesday — 44/7am   42/11pm.   Dismal
damp – foggy till along in p.m.  Continues mild, moon
shining evng hazily–  later brightening. 
Ollie complains of a sore swollen left shoulder and I was
simply dead tired all day. Did chore routine, had the
cows out for exercise, split and sawed some wood. I took
a nap early pm. Tonights 11 o’clock WGY weather
forecast is the unseasonably warm weather is near its
end.

January 26, Thursday — 38/7am   36/12pm.    Dismal,
damp, dense fog most of day. Overcast all day and
evening. We had a few squirts of rain pm.
Did chores, bucked & split some wood. Started work for
Income tax report p.m. & evng. Ollie has painful &
swollen left shoulder. We had a delicious lamb stew
supper and Ollie went back to bed.

January 27, Friday — 34/7am   Dark, dismal, chilly wet
weather – mostly drizzily a.m. rain & sleet p.m. & early
evng.  Ground white and travel hazardous.
Did chores. Early p.m. Ollie & I spread load manure
below garden. We had a good savory boiled cabbage and
veal stew supper. Ollie’s left shoulder continues sore &
lame. She as usual went to bed soon after supper. I took a
short nap & then worked on tax report till late evng.



Chicago is paralyzed with the worst snow storm in
history under 27 inches snow — Tornado in state of
Delaware. Astranaughts Virgil Grissom & Edward White
2nd & Roger Chaffee burned to death in flash fire in
Apollo #1 space capsule in simulated flight practice atop
launching pad at Cape Kennedy.

January 28, Saturday — 34/7am   26/11pm.  The ground
is white from yesterdays messy snowy rainy storm &
white continued into the night. Precip 1 inch, cloudy raw
cold tonite. Nasty wet mostly cloudy, somewhat windy –
snow squally typical March day. Water stands in low
places & ditches running. Reservoir creeping toward
high levels.
Did chores & little else. Worked further compiling
income tax data. Rec’d long letter from Mariam that she
had rec’d my recent letter & $100. check but not my
Christmas letter air mailed Dec. 15th which contained
$100. checks for both Nov. & December & $10. for
Christmas. She said the recent 3 inch snow in Mexico
City was an innovation not previously seen in 30 years.

January 29, Sunday — 20/7am   20/12pm.   Winter back
again – mostly cloudy, cold raw windy. A bit squally,
mud froze up hard. 
We pretty much kept the home fires burning today. Did
chores & I worked on tax report. Ollie rested most of the
day & we had a delicious boiled backbones, mashed
potatoes, wax beans supper. I exercised 3/4 hour. Ollie
went to bed & I spent the evng writing air reply letter to
Mariam. Harlowe McLean called late p.m.



Mrs (Joe) Janette Steinlauf instantly killed tonite 10:30
when driving alone in her English sports roadster that
skidded and struck a tree by the Wittenberg M.E. church
property on down grade, returning home after taking a
friend home from a dinner party. Her husband was
following in another car. Janette was a notoriously fast
driver. A family of 5 children survive.

January 30, Monday — 18/7am   20/12pm. The wooly
High Point & Wittenberg’s glowed & glistened in the
sunlight. Moon shone bright in night & windy. Brilliant
cloudless biting cold north wind – quieting down evng.
Did chore routine bucked up & carried in green wood for 
both kitchen & round living room stoves. Harlowe
McLean called early p.m. Later Ollie & I got car going &
went over to garage for tires pump up. Then got trunk
load soft maple pole wood down by Bishop garage that
care taker Charley Reinhard gave us. I finished & sent air
mail letter to Mariam & envelope pkg Farmers Almanac
& calendar to Bob Longyear. We had steak supper, Ollie
went to bed – I exercised awhile & then wrote to Vernon
Beatty.

January 31, Tuesday — 14/7am     26/12pm.    Raw
snowy air – sunny a.m. with increasing high overcast –
calm a 2 ½ snowfall developed early part of evng. The
reservoir is getting skimmed over again.



Did daily routine. Had cows out for exercise. Bucked up
some green wood & filled the oven & bu basket. Cattle
dealer Geo Pearson of Accord called pm. & I sold him
sleek & lusty Buster Buck black angus bull for $170.00.
Paid by check which I mailed from P.O. to State of N.Y.
Nat. Bank. This evening Ollie & I went with Harlowe
McLean to Phoenicia. She stayed in warm hotel lobby. 
Harlowe & I attended I.O.O.F. installation at Phoenicia
Lodge # 154 Installing officers, District Deputy Daniel
Lamouree & staff. A savory serving of oyster stew
followed. Installed were Noble Grand Robt Harbig, Vice
Grand Fred Mason, Rec. Secy Howard Sebald. Warden
James Platt, Fin. Secy Mason Gossoo, Treas Karl
Fitchner, RSNG Paul Herdman, LSNG J Fernandez,
Conductor Rudy Frank, RSG L Lorenz, LSG C.Kurtz, IG
Paul Westhauser, OG Swen Johnson, Chaplain Bro
Benjamin, LSVG Fred Jensen, RSVG Thomas Smith.
34 years ago I accompanied my adored Matiam to
N.Y.C. to enter training in St Lukes Hospital.

February 1, Wednesday — 26/7am   30/11pm   Unsettled
moderately mild but raw considerably cloudiness—
calm, snow melting somewhat.
George Pearson came a.m. after Buster Buck but with
cattle truck, got him loaded without much difficulty. This
p.m. Harlowe, Ollie & I went to Woodstock and attended
the saddening funeral service at Lasher’s for Mrs Janette
Steinlauf. Poor Joe his heart is crushed. The 5 bereaved
children 3 girls & 2 boys bore their burden well. The
younger girl about 10 & oldest boy perhaps 18. There
were about 25 floral tributes. The dark oak varnished



casket was not open. A considerable number of young
people were present. Rev. Don E. Hicks – Woodstock
Reformed pastor officiated. Both rooms filled by
relatives & friends. Later we called on Alf Evers & Bill
& Kay Manny in Shady. We came home thru Wittenberg
& stopped to view accident scene. Her English sports car
struck lower hard maple tree in front of abandoned
Wittenberg M.E Church, standing on left side close to
road, with bark off at point of impact. I brat a piece of
bark, and shattered windshield as souvenirs. Also went
to A&P store.

February 2, Thursday — 34/7am   30/pm.   Dismal foggy
– rainy a skim of sleet fell in night and again evng. The
woodchuck made no shadow today. 
34 years today Mariam started classes at St Lukes
Hospital. Other than chores I spent the day & evng
working on my income acct farm report #104 F. Harlowe
Mclean called p.m. We had a good supper and as usual
Ollie went to bed.

February 23, Friday ---- 14/7am    8/12pm.    Stingy cold,
sunny fleeced with high haze. Heavy fog blanket on High
Point latter p.m. Light icy south wind. Clear – still
tonight.
Did chores & continued working on  Income tax report.
Got mine also Ollies ready to send to Jeanne Smith to



tabulate on paper forms Federal & State. No callers today
Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty. Ollie went to bed after a
good supper. Rec’d Jan. Social Security old age pension
check $32.00.
Friday about 11:30 p.m. World War 1 Sgt Herman Otto
Deitz 72, long time business man – college graduate &
proprietor of grocery store at 448 Hasbrouck Ave found
by 2 patrolling Kingston Policemen noted door glass
broken & found Mr Deitz lying inside door unconscious
in a pool of blood. He died soon after midnight at
Kingston Hospital. The gruesome sadistic murder is
under intense investigation by Lt Lemuel Howard and
members of Detective Dept. Mr Deitz was the father of
World War 2 Congressional of Honor award Staff Sgt
Robert Deitz cited posthumously for heroism, killed by a
German sniper, March 29th 1945. The Deitz memorial
stadium in uptown Kingston named in his honor. Mr
Deitz Sr was blungeoned over the head.

February 4, Saturday — 22/7am   34/11pm.     Dismal
snow drizzling weather all day & evng but not much
accumulation. Slippery, nasty, messy weather.
Major horse was sick and off his feed today was lying
down when we went to barn but got up again ate feed
daintily and drank some water. Ollie called Dr Gilbert
Hoppensteadt of Rosendale and he came around 4
o’clock gave Major a couple of pep up shots & left a
bottle of tonic to give in feed, tablespoon twice a day.
Doc also castrated my 6 mo old Holstein bull calf. Fee
only $6.00 paid. This a.m. going to mail box Ollie fell on
snow covered ice by milk house, injured her right wrist



which is painful & swollen. Also Stanley Jacikanckie
brat me pictures of Jan 21st installation at Shokan Lodge
I paid 2.00 for 4. After a good supper Ollie went to bed
& I had a bath & good nap. I mailed Jeanne Smith by
certified mail our income tax material for compiling on
Federal & State forms. Road sanding trucks on the go
today.

February 5, Sunday — 34/7am 30/11pm.    March
weather in variety sunshine snow squalls & cloudiness.
Rather on the mild side – dark still evng. Snow storm
heading this way from the west, now in dead old of the
moon.
 No callers till Harlowe McLean came for supper, baked
pig backbone from freezer & mashed spuds. He helped
getting supper on table. Ollie’s right hand & wrist
continues swollen and painful. I’ve rubbed it several
times with Bengay, she didn’t rest much last night &
went to bed soon after supper. I let cows out for exercise.
Major horse acts more normal today. Eats, drinks glad to
see me. I packaged I.O.O.F. installation  photographs
tonite to send to Dist Deputy Daniel Lamouree of West
Saugerties also wrote him card & Addie Winchell & Mrs
Currier & Julia Rhoades.

February 6, Monday — 24/7 a m      6/11 p m     An inch
of loose fell in night. Very dismal misty this a m. Sun



broke thru during a m & was brilliant sunny p m with
light icy south wind. Cold still stars dim tonight.
County wide schools closed today tho vicinity roads not
slippery. Ollie’s lame hand and wrist easier today – I
continued Bengay massage. Did chore routine & bucked
up & chopped wood p m & piled on porch & indoors.
We had delightful Happy Jack pancake and sausage
supper. Ollie went to bed. I spent evng writing George
Ellis & also sending calender & 2 Farmers Almanacs.
Reservoir now well frozen over after last week breakup.

February 7, Tuesday — 8/7 a m     Zero/11 p m    Coldest
night of winter.  An unusually cold snow storm of about
5 ½ inches. Set in after daylight and continued till the
snow gradually petered out and stopped around mid
afternoon and later lightened in the west and was still
and cloudless this evening.
The storm is wide spread affecting a dozen or more
states. Schools were let out early p m and banks and
stores shut up shop and many scheduled evening events
called off or postponed. Included was the meeting of
Kingston lodge #10 F & A M and the Public IOOF
installation in West Saugerties. No callers & stay indoors
weather other than chore routine. Neighbor Barney
McManus of 28A and Schutt operated on by Dr Gorman
at Benedictine Hosp – cancer of rectum.
About midnight after an extensive search slim 18 yr old
5ft 8 ½ in (looks younger) Arthur Wilfred Schasky of 72
Graden St was arrested & lodged in Kingston jail
charged with the premeditated 1st degree bludgeon



murder of Herman O. Deitz in his 448 Hasbrouck Ave
grocery store.

February 8, Wednesday — Coldest weather of the
winter.   — 10/ 7 a m   6/ 11 p m   Winter wonderland –
sunny with high thin stringy haze – calm and snow
clinging to the evergreens.
 We staid put just did daily routine and bucked up &
carried in wood – both green & seasoned from shed.
Harlowe McLean called a m. I wrote & got mailed
Freeman news copy. Rec’d partial steering wheel & horn
button assembly for our 55 Plymouth from Bob & Julia
Rhoades .55 P.P.
Olive Bridge area reported as much as 20 below zero and
up to a foot of snow. We had a hot potato stew supper &
Ollie went to bed. Rec’d card from Vernon Beatty.
Tonite wrote to Mrs Knorph and Julia Rhoades with
$2.00 for horn button assembly.

February 9, Thursday — 10/7 a m   24/11 p m Sunny
blue sky calm – moderating - gradually became hazily
overcast - cloudy evng.
The bright sunny morning indicated a weather breeder.
This p m Harlowe Mclean, Ollie and I with the Plymouth
went through Lyonsville to Stone Ridge and called
briefly on Vernon Beatty thence to Kingston. Shopped
first at the A&P & then more uptown & then to



Benecictine Hosp where she had her right wrist xrayed
which showed a chipped bone fracture. A cast was put
on from back of fingers nearly to elbow. Thence home
over Hurley mtn route. With Ollie having Blue Cross &
Blue Shield most of expense may be covered. We had a
good ham & potato chips supper. Ollie went to bed – I
exercised 35 minutes.

February 10, Friday — 24/7 a m    34/12 p m   Coastal
snow storm veered to east. Cloudy threatening this
morning but broke away and the day was hazily sunny.
Gusty High Point wind developed evng – stars overhead.
Did daily routine – I helped some indoors. Ollie’s arm in
cast is uncomfortable. Let cows out p m for exercise.
Harlowe McLean gave me a hand p m getting load of
manure spread – First Major’s been hitched up in more
than 2 weeks. I returned Ins. box to Montgomery ward
containing pr over knee rubber boots size 9 & 2 pr
pajamas for Ollie – too small – postage .90. We had a
good supper, Ollie went to bed. I spent the evng writing
Mariam air mail with duplicate Nov & Dec $100. check
for Daisy’s maintenance & $10. replacement for
Christmas also check $100. for February. I stopped
payment on Nov & Dec checks that with the $10. was
never received. This morning Belle Wood brought ready
baked beans, generous 3 doz bag of Christmas of
barefoot doughnuts from freezer.

February 11, Saturday — 34/7 a m   20/11 p m   
Typically blustery cloudy mild somewhat snow squally



March like weather. Snow settling & thawing, clear
colder evng. Strong gusty westerly to north winds.
Did daily routine – worked at the green wood sawing -
splitting and carrying indoors. For a time it was scarcely
fit to work so windy. Ollie was unable to do much other
than sweeping floor etc. We did have a good Hungry
Jack pancake & sausage and gravy supper. Ollie went to
bed. I took a bath & took a 35 minute indoor walking
and bending exercise & then did some reading. Deno
Giuliano called p m.

February 12, Sunday —   4/7 a m   Cold cloudless winter
weather. Icy breath wind northerly. Shining rim over
crescent moon hung over crest of south mtn.
Did usual routine – got needed exercise p m sawing &
getting in green and dry wood. Ollie babied her game
arm rested & read – also prepared an excellent roast back
bone, baked potatoes and wax beans supper. Then Ollie
went to bed. I spent my evng writing Vernon Beatty &
card to Julia Rhoades. I called up Art Blume p m telling
of Ollie’s injury as she should be under cover of my
Personal Liability policy.

February 13, Monday —   –6/7 a m      14/11 p m   
Hazily sunny stinging cold – starlight evng. A slightly
milder trend has developed.



I did daily routine. Mrs Katherine Carr came and did a
big job for Ollie. A washing, cleaned & defrosted
refrigerator – cleaned the floor, took down Christmas
tree & decorations & cards from the walls etc. Paid
$6.00. Harlowe McLean called briefly. I cleaned the
cellar pump electric motor which had become dirty &
noisy. The brushes are pretty well worn after probably 20
years use. The pump is of a 340 gal per hr of Myers
make in use since November 1934. Has had only one set
of valves in the 32 years of service.

February 14, Tuesday — 24/7 a m    46/12 p m     Heavy
slippery snow squall in night. Sanding trucks busy this a
m, cleared away bright sunny day & cloudless brilliant
crescent moon over south mtn evng. Wind howls back of
South Hollow & blustery.
Another January thaw brewing much milder thawing
p.m. & evng. Did usual routine & let cows out for
exercise. This p m Ollie & I went down to garage & got
old tires for butchering. I cleaned up cellar electric pump
motor, changed crank case motor oil. We had an
excellent boiled supper, cabbage, carrots, onions & salt
pork. Ollie went to bed. I had a nap & then wrote reply
cards to Vernon Beatty & Lottie Stacknowitz. Had letters
from them today. 
This is the former Lena Smith’s 50th wedding
anniversary of her first marriage to Robert Pleasants
(long dead). They were married by first Baptist pastor
Rev.E.W. Minns in dining room of her home. Neighbors
attending, my father, mother, uncle Watson Bishop, Aunt



Cornelia, wife Daisy & myself & Mariam. This
according to my slightly faded recollection.

February 15, Wednesday —  44/7a m     44/11 p m    
Very mild hazily sunny – becoming overcast later p m.
Springlike weather – so changeable, the snowy fields
took a licking and water running.
I did usual routine. This p.m. we got 2 car trunk loads
mostly soft maple pole wood down by the Bishop garage
apartment. The caretaker told me that the artesian well
gives approximate flow of 4 gal per minute at depth of
373ft. The well was drilled last fall. We had a good
pancake & sausage supper. Ollie went to bed. I spent my
evng writing birthday card letter to E,H. Munch. He will
be 90 Sat. Feb 18th. Also sending pkg calenders &
almanac. Joe Winkler came home this p.m. after over 9
weeks in Albany Veterans Hospital for right lung
removal surgery.

February16, Thursday — 38/7 a. m.   18/11 p.m.  A wild
March like day. Sunny & somewhat squally turning
sharply colder. Wind quieted at evng. Starlight, crescent
moon nearing ½ .
Electric service disrupted during earlier part of day.
Power restored early p.m. To windy to do other than
necessary routine.



The wind was to strong for Ollie today & she wasn’t able
to go up to Dino Juliano’s for supper as promised. His
wife Florence came for us at 5:35, Ollie tried to get in
touch with them on fone — so Florence went back home
& brought our supper hot & delicious. I let her take some
data on the building of the Ashokan reservoir for their 12
year old daughter Janette’s school work. We promised to
try again Monday nite. Mr Ed Bush, liability insurance
adjuster called mid p.m. in regard to Ollie’s injury. Ollie
took a bath & went to bed.

February 17, Friday —     16/7 a.m.    20/11 p.m. Raw
snowy air, cloudy this a.m. but broke away, hazily sunny,
cloudiness thickened latter  p.m. ½ moon hazy tonight.
Wind calm after yesterdays rampage. 
Harlowe, Ollie & I went to Kingston with Plymouth.
Ollie saw Dr Tannin at his office on Fair St. She has
broken bone in right side of right hand near wrist joint.
Will go again in 2 weeks. After Kingston uptown &
A&P shopping we came up to High Falls via Lucas Ave
thence nearly up mtn to Lake Mohonk & found we were
on wrong road then back to Clove road & branched
down to Clove Valley road to Art Caruso’s pig farm. But
he wasn’t home & didn’t see pigs. We then went up to
Accord Co -op store & got 500 cow feed 21.95 headed
home via Liebhardt & Samsonville roads. Hurried chores
& got in by fire & had good boiled kraut meat & potato
supper. Ollie went to bed & I wrote reply card to Addie
& Virgil Winchell to letter rec’d today.



February 18, Saturday —    14/7 a.m.    14/12 p.m.    
Raw cold snow flurrying day with sun shining through.
Icy like wind off ice bound reservoir – part clear evng –
over ½ moon already.
 Did daily routine – missed the mail & took down to post
office. Harlowe McLean helped me get out load manure
p.m. he led Major as he feels so frisky. Ollie’s left
shoulder is bothering along with her arm in cast. Sent
birthday card to Grace Winchell for Feb.20th also reply
letter to Vernon Beatty & card to Julia Rhoades for
letters rec’d this a.m.. We had a delicious fresh baked
cod fish & spaghetti supper. Jean & Robert Smith,
Jeannie &Victor Chasez up for the week end at
Ledgerock paid us a late evng birthday visit.

February 19, Sunday —    14/7 a.m.     16/11 p.m.     Raw
cold & snow flurries all day – cloudy still tonite.
The days job was getting the hog butchered. I got tub of
water boiling & shot the pig with 22 shot, with my
Winchester repeater. The butchers did an excellent clean
job & pig scalded dressed a full 200 pounds. Five
helping were Ernest Furgeson & Joe Rotella of
Phoenicia, Paul & Douglas Carr & Geo Carr of Allaben.
Mrs Carr came with her 5yr old grandson Paul. She &
Ollie prepared a good hot dinner – Geo Carr chainsawed
pile of polewood by porch & got the hog carried down
celler. Ollie & I had a light supper – She went to bed & I



spent the evng writing cards to Grace Ellis & Vernon
Beatty. Paul Carr charged $10.00 for the group – Rather
expensive but the old helping neighbors are gone, such
as Mike Dwyer, Will Burger, John Jordan, Mort Roe,
Charley Hesley, Ed Avery & Jim Burgher.

February 20, Monday — 18/7 a. m.  32/11 p.m.    Dismal
messy snowy day – heavier p.m. with a 2 in
accumulation – moderated evng but didn’t storm.
Did usual routine otherwise stay indoors weather and cut
up the hog, had fresh pork for breakfast and liver & pork
for supper. Ollie went to bed after supper. I took a nap &
then went to barn for night check up. Am getting
birthday cards daily. Wm DeSanna pony & donkey
missing from their pasture run since yesterday morning
were trying to eat snowy grass near the hickories. The
younger boy came looking for them & with Ollie’s help
got them rounded up & in the barn & soon after took
them back home. Their locating was announced over
Kingston radios.

February 21, Tuesday  — 18/7 a.m.    22/11 p.m.      
Variable cloudiness snow squalls & becoming blustery
colder & snow blowing p.m. Real wintery tonite. High
riding nearing full moon.
Did daily routine. This p.m. Harlowe took Ollie & I over
to Vera Sicklers in Shokan where we met with town
historian Alice Cruthers for the purpose of informally
gathering together historical records concerning the town
of Olive, its prominent people and industries, folk tales
etc.



Ollie & I had a delicious fresh boiled pork & potato
supper.

February 22, Wednesday — 14/7 a.m.     28/10 p.m.    
Cloudless a.m. part cloudy evng – moon somewhat hazy.
Did usual routine. This p.m. Harlowe McLean gave me a
hand cutting a sizeable yellow birch and beech &
snaking out with Major to cut up handy near porch. I
paid him $2.00 also gave him a piece frying pork & liver.
Ollie & I had a good veal steak and mashed potato
supper. Mart Eckert came latter p.m. & gave me a much
needed hair cut, first since Jan 3. I’m pretty tired & sore
tonite.

February 23, Thursday — MY 77TH BIRTHDAY.    26/7
a.m.     20/11 p.m.   Started snowing around 3 a.m. &
continued falling till 11 a.m. a clinging 7 inches —
clearing colder blustery p.m. Cloudless light as day evng
with glowing almost full moon. Wind howling back of
High Point. The snow softened settled this p.m. in the
sunshine.
My planned party for my 77th birthday stormed out &
postponed till Sat p.m.. Rec’d quite a batch of cards
including letter $50. check from Mariam & Bob. Had no
callers. Ollie decorated my annual soft chocolate
birthday cake with 77 green candles. We had a good hot
biscuit & baked potato supper preceded by 3 each savory



Manhattans. Mr & Mrs Geo Carr planned to come tonite
but evidently road hazzard prevented. The Onteora
system, Kingston & various other schools closed due to
storm.

February 24, Friday — 6/7 a.m.   14/11 p.m.    Quite
wintery, bright sunny and few scattered clouds – rather
blustery. Cloudless evng with most gorgeous full moon
that rose before 6 o’clock across the reservoir. Wind
howling from High Point area. 
Received another batch of birthday cards including card
letter from Cornelia. Did daily routine, cut up couple
baskets green wood. This p.m. I got the hams in brine &
in so doing broke the cherished 20 gal crock that Aunt
Julia Winchell gave me years ago. She’s dead 14 yrs in
early January. Ollie & I had a good supper, she went to
bed. I took a nap & then wrote reply air mail letter to
Mariam.

February 25, Saturday — 14/7 a.m.   14/11 p.m. Bitter
winter weather. Cloudy this morning with snow squalls –
partly cleared with stinging wind shifting west to
northerly. Clear evng with brilliant high riding full
moon. Gusty strong snow drifting wind.
I had my birthday celebration this p.m. but attended only
by Harry & Marie Siemsen, Jim Burgraff and Harlowe
McLean — Alf Evers and Barbara Moncure failed to
come as expected. However she gave me a ring 4o’clock
extending congratulations. Ollie served ice cream, my
birthday cake, tea & coffee. Herbie Wells & his younger



son Donald called regarding historical information for
school work. His subject is sawmills.

February 26, Sunday — 14/7 a.m.    16/11 p.m.    Cold
blustery snow blowing night – crisp winter. Brilliant
cloudless day & evng with gradually diminishing
northerly wind. Gorgeous moonlight on the snow.
No callers today. Did usual routine. I got needed exercise
p.m. bucking up & carrying in wood both green & dry.
We had a delectable baked backbone, mashed potato &
wax bean supper. Ollie went to bed & I had a long nap
after an attack of heartburn or indigestion.

February 27, Monday — 8/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.  
Cloudless brilliant a.m. Became overcast p.m. & set in
snowing and drifting from the south latter p.m. continued
evng. The snow blew in to the kitchen door. A
moderating trend developed.
Did daily routine cut up some wood for round stove &
got in both green and dry Harlowe McLean called a.m. &
Billy Davis p.m. I helped Ollie get pig meat ready for
freezer. We had a delicious veal steak & potato supper.
Ollie went to bed & I spent my evng going through
Tampa Tribune of Feb. 14th Special Fiesta Edition rec’d
from Reggie & Elsie Davis. They are over wintering in
Zerhys Hills box 1281.



February 28, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.   20/11 p.m.    The
snow storm continued through the night and petered out
this a.m. with 2 inches or more with some drifting during
night. Variable cloudiness – thawing – clearing colder
blustery night.
Did daily routine. Ollie worked with the sausage meat. I
got the pork salted in 3 gal pot & shoveled out in front of
shed p.m. & got the car warmed up. We had a good
supper. I exercised for ½ hour. Ollie went to bed & I
took a nap & got around awhile 10 o'clock.

March 1, Wednesday — 10/7 a.m.   10/11 p.m.    
Stinging cloudless day & evng. Icy northerly wind –
brilliant winter. 
Harlowe Mc Lean, Ollie & I went to Kingston with
Plymouth. She saw Dr Tannin at his office at 10:40. He
removed the cast from her arm & hand by cutting with
scissors for inspection. Replaced the cast & re-wrapped.
The healing process is doing well but wants it soaked
daily in salts solution but not to use it only re-wrapped.
We made uptown purchases & at A&P. We made call
coming back on Burton & Bea Dually also at Joe the
Butcher & had sausage meat ground 7 ½ lb all pork and
the fat strips 6 3/4 lb mixed with 7 lb ground beef (
hamburg at .50 lb) also went to Joe Caulfield’s garage
for gas. We had good kraut & mashed potato supper.

March 2, Thursday —     10/7 a.m.   24/11 p.m.
Moderated slowly. Generally overcast with some filtered
sunshine. Still today – stars shone overhead tonite.



Worked some at the green wood & carried in both green
& dry. Did chore routine. Rec’d & wrote letter to Jean
Smith & took down to PO, in regard to my income tax
report. Ollie went to bed after supper & I was dead tired
& took a 2 hour nap & then wrote to Vernon Beatty.

Newspaper notice.  March 1st, 1967
                                                                Card of Thanks
    I wish to acknowledge and thank my many neighbors
and friends for the cards and visitations and for their
numerous phone calls received in connection with my
77th birthday anniversary on February 23rd, 1967.
                                                              Squire Elwyn C.
Davis
                                                              Jacky Brook
Farm,
                                  West Shokan,
N.Y.

March 3, Friday —       32/7 a.m.    36/11 p.m.    Light
rain in night with severe icy conditions this a.m.  Became
mild thawing 40 degrees by 1 o’clock. Variable
cloudiness & sunshine. Clear bright starlight evening -
blustery.



Snow took a licking & open span spaces are bare ground.
Did usual routine. Harlowe McLean came early p.m. &
helped me spread a load of manure. I also bucked up
split & carried in wood. I removed Ollie’s arm support
and she soaked hand in salts solution. We had a delicious
beef sausage & boiled potato supper with canned beans.
Ollie went to bed & I had  4, 

  March 4,Saturday —     32/7 a.m.    30/11 p.m.   
Thawing but not so warm as yesterday. Light wind off
the ice bound reservoir. Considerable cloudiness &
sunshine becoming overcast during p.m. Sky looking like
snow – dark dismal evng.
Did usual routine let the cows out p.m. for exercise same
as yesterday. I did considerable bucking up & making
short wood for round stove. Ollie unwrapped & soaked
her hand again, she also put up sausage in plastic bags
for freezer. We had a good pork liver and boiled potato
supper. Ollie went to bed & I took my Saturday night
bath. Rec’d 4 shares of Rexall Drug & Chemical from —
---------.( Sentence not completed) The Olive Republican
held a $5.00 person roast beef dinner tonite at Pheasant
Inn in Shokan. Reported attendance 85.

March 5, Sunday —    24/7 a.m.    30/11 p.m.     Snow
storm settled in 3 a.m. and was messy all day and evng.
Still and damp freezy atmosphere. Temp remains under
30. Dark dismal weather of stay indoor variety. The
snow depth of about 3 inches. Freezy rain falling tonite.
 Other than doing chore routine we passed the time
reading. I finished Ed Eastinous book from the Library –



January Today Before Yesterday. His life story from
before the turn of the century. He is now 81.
My Dear old Mother died 5 years ago tonite in Mrs Ann
Stephens nursing home. A class of 5 baptized tonite in
Baptist church by lay pastor Julian Morton, Mrs Grace
North, Shirley North, Cheryl Ronk, Mrs Kate Nichols &
Wayne Nichols.

March 6, Monday —    34/7 a.m.   32/11 p.m.  Every
bush & tree covered with snow crusted ice. Dismal still
musty weather — set in snowing during p.m. and
continued into the night 2 in have fallen on the crusted
snow.
I did chore routine & some reading & cut up s a few
sticks of short green chunks & carried in seasoned wood.
Ollie rested & read & we had a good Hungry Jack
pancake & sausage supper. I sent card to Charley Wood
for this is his 76th birthday. I had a ½ hour exercise after
supper. Ollie went to bed I had a nap. I wrote letter of
sympathy to Mrs Claude DePew of Sundown. She is
former Susie Keator of Olive Bridge. He died suddenly
going rabbit hunting Feb 15th & a sister suddenly same
day.

March 7, Tuesday —    30/7 a.m.   18/11 p.m.    Snowed
heavily thru night continued in lesser volume into the



afternoon. A dismal gloomy soggy storm. The sun broke
thru brilliantly at 3:30 continued clear evng.
The entire area is snow bound and altho the roads were
opened there was no mail delivery for the first time this
winter. The snow fall variously measured 13 or more
inches. Schools widely closed & business & social
events generally disrupted. Kingston snow blocked. With
snow blown from the ice crusted limbs of the 2 hickory
trees by the milk house, they glistened as diamonds in
the sunshine.

March 8, Wednesday —    14/7 a.m.    28/11 p.m.     
Rather moderate still with light snow flurries & some
sunshine, cloudy gloomy tonite & snowing lightly. Hazy
sort of weather.
Wrote & rec’d letter Vernon Beatty also Grace Ellis. I
wrote her tonite. This p.m. I did a big job shoveled out
front of garage. The heavy snow length of barn roof slid
off p.m. Rec’d 3 more birthday cards one form Secy Fred
Van Dueson of American City Council #21 – RSM
another from Florence Eckert Whelan 85 in Kingston,
also Bertha Duloff. Harlowe McLean called p.m.. He
said the roof on the old Andy McMillin barn finished
caving in. Ollie gave her hand its daily soaking in salt
solution. We had a good hot potato stew supper, she
went to bed & I spent the evng writing.

March 9, Thursday — 24/7 a.m.     30/11 p.m.     Snowed
an inch or more in night. Considerable morning
cloudiness – sunnied up p.m. – clear starlight evng –



light wind. The snow settled considerably & thawed in
driveway.
Did daily routine. Let cows our p.m. for exercise & eat
hay in sun behind garage, but had to chase after them.
Mrs James Tyler of Boiceville called p.m. for school
information about John & Mansfield McKelvey of
Boiceville who owned the Onteora school property also
on west side of Route 28. Their house stood on site of
Cornelius Winnie Hotel of the stage coach era. The hotel
burned many years ago. It was a stage coach stop before
the building of the Rondout Oswego R.R. in 1870, when
in May trains started running. The barns were directly
opposite on east side of road. Ollie & I had a veal steak
& mashed potato supper.
We just learned this p.m. that the upper Samsonville
blacksmith George Van Kleeck 79 last Sept 5th, fell in
the barn last Sat. & broke his pelvis. He is in Kingston
Hospital awaiting fitting of a brace..

March 10, Friday ---- 30/7 a.m.    36/11 p.m. Real spring
weather. By far warmest of winter. Practically cloudless
sunny and somewhat hazy. Breezy p.m.. Brilliant
starlight evng. Snow settling and water running.
Did daily routine. Worked up the last of the yellow birch
stick by the porch and shoveled out in front of the barn
shed. The sun was really warm – maple sap weather.
Tired out after supper & spent my evng on the couch.



Ollie as usual went to bed. She rec’d bill from
Benedictine Hosp $19.90 for x-rays & services to her
arm Feb.7th.

March 11, Saturday ----      34/7 a.m.  46/11 p.m.   
Considerably cloudiness – wind northerly – starlight
evng rather humid. Another snow melting water running
spring day. 4 p.m. porch post temperature 66 degrees not
quite so warm as yesterday..
 This a.m. I did a big job burning out chimney, cleaning
stoves & pipes. Did usual chore routine and sawed up
some short yellow birch chunks. Ollie cleaned up the
floors. Mart Eckert came p.m. & gave me a hair cut. As
usual we had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I spent
my evng reading several chapters in NY Portrait
including the Blizzard of 1888 in New York City.

March 12, Sunday —     30/7 a.m.   26/12 p.m.   79th
anniversary of The Daddy of Them All Blizzard of 1888
it continued wielding raging with zero cold three days.
At the time a west bound freight on the Ulster &
Delaware R.R. was stalled at the Shokan Station.
Continued practically cloudless sunny weather, snow
thawing & water running, light wind off reservoir with a
tinged feeling of snow. Bright crispy starlight evng.
There was an early setting thin rim of a new moon
edging north. Harlowe McLean called a.m.. Ollie went to
bed after a roast steak & mashed potato supper. I had an
hours walking & bending exercise later writing Freeman
news copy.



March 13, Monday — 32/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m. Other than
a few in and outs of morning sunshine the day and evng
was dismal with raw damp piercing air. There was a brief
clatter of hail mid day – wind light.
I did little but chores. I finished & mailed Freeman news
copy. Ollie rested mostly. Harlowe McLean called a.m.
We had a delicious cooked kraut with backbone meat
and boiled potato supper. Ollie went to bed –  I did a 35
minute exercise then spent evng writing cards to Vernon
Beatty, Mrs Currier, John & Helen Marshall, Julia
Rhoades & Mrs Florence Eckert Phelan. Rec’d letter
Grayce Ellis telling of her exciting visit to the New York
flower show. Also rec’d a wonderful letter from E.H.
Munch (replied by card 14th) A rash of UFO’s reported in
Ashokan area.
March 14, Tuesday — 36/7 a.m.      36/12 p.m.    
Unsettled variable cloudiness nice and sunny p.m. but
dark cloudy evng. Possible thunder showers didn’t
develop. The snow disappeared like magic this p.m. &
fields and sunny east side pretty much bare ground.
Did daily routine. We had a surprise and pleasant call
this p.m. by a traveling photographer connected with the
Dupont Photo Producer Dept. Mr Owen Service Billman
of Mayfield NY (technical representative ). He took
several pictures of myself with flint lock rifle, folded fish
net & hand made bear & wolf traps also views from front
porch & roof. Also Ollie holding antique sperm oil lamp.



Mr Billman a world war 2 flier had been attending a
convention over in Sullivan Co. at Grossingers & came
this way over the Peekamoose Trail & up over Bushkill
Hill casually drove in for a reservoir picture. Last & third
day of the famed 1888 blizzard. Rec’d card Lottie
Stackenwitz & letter Vernon beatty & wrote him back
tonite.

Newspaper clipping 3/13/67
                                                UFO Reports Deluge
Sheriff
    A deluge of UFO reports was received by the sheriff’s
department Sunday from the Ashokan area. The reports
began to come in around 6:30 p.m. when it was reported
“ red, green lights” were being seen in the sky. One
report said that there was a “reddish haze around the
object”.
    Deputy James Milesky and Harold Dohnken were
dispatched to the area but reported later that they had not
seen the objects.
     Calls continued to come in from various persons in
the Ashokan area, reporting red, green flashing lights in
the sky. One resident on Bostock Road, Ashokan
reported an object had fallen to the ground about 100
yards from his house. The calls continued to come in
until approximately 7:30 p.m.

Newspaper clipping   3/67
                                                 Deer Kill in 1966 Reached
New Record



    New York hunters harvested record number of deer
during the 1966 big game season, it was announced by
Conservation Commissioner R. Stewart Kilborne.
   A season total of 73,693 white tails taken by gun and
bow and arrow eclipses the old mark of 72,677 set in
1957. In 1965, hunters killed 67,073 deer.
   Commissioner Kilborne also reported that a season
harvest of 644 black bears was five short of equaling the
all time high of 649 set one year earlier.
  Catskill hunters killed 24,022 deer and hunters in the
Adirondacks harvested 19,256.

March 15, Wednesday –   32/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.   A
major snow storm was snowing at daylight and
continued all day, let up early evng then continued again
into the night. It’s a soft clinging snow that tonite
measured a full 8 in.
Other than chores stay indoors weather. We had an
unexpected call by last winters logger Amasa Peck &
neighbor boy Lewis Rotella of Phoenicia. We had a good
spaghetti and meatball supper. Ollie went to bed. I
exercised ½ hour then took a nap & got around again at
10:15. 79 years ago people were starting to cut or tunnel
under the mountainous drifts, zig zagging thru blown
bare places etc. It is estimated that the snow fall was 3 to
4 feet. A west bound freight train was stalled a week at
Shokan station. Stores and farm cellars were the source



of food supply. Snow shovelers were in great demand
and at good pay opening the R.R. tracks.

March 16, Thursday —    24/7 a.m.   14/11 p.m.   The
snow stopped in night clinging heavy to evergreens –
fully 10 inches. Cleared away brilliant & practically
cloudless – somewhat snow blowing. Still wintry tonite,
growing crescent moon heading back of the Wittenberg’s
and getting blurry with haze.
Did little a.m. This p.m. I got going gradually & did a big
shoveling job in front of garage and shed also path to
barn. Wrote airmail letter this morning to Mariam with
$100.00 March check enclosed. We had a good Hungry
Jack cakes & good gravy & sausage supper. I had a ½ hr
exercise then wrote reply letter rec’d today from Vernon
Beatty also rec’d letter from Addie Winchell.

March 17, Friday —   14/7 a.m.    10/11 p.m.   A near
inch snowfall this a.m.. Clearing toward noon &
followed by considerable cloudiness then clearing and
brilliant clear tonite with moon nearing ½. Quite blustery
& snow blowing. Real winter weather.
Did usual routine. This p.m. we made 4 big solid heads
of cabbage into sauerkraut – fully 30 pounds used 15 gal
crock after emptying cured kraut into smaller ones. We
had a good meat stew & mashed potato supper. Ollie
went to bed I spent my evng reading in Builders of Our
Country book #2 one of Mariam’s or Corneilia ‘s school
books.



March 18, Saturday —   4/7 a.m.   Zero 11 p.m.   
Stinging cloudless mid winter weather — Biting wind
northerly & snow blowing. Calmed evng with brilliant
cloudless ½ moon.
Did usual routine p.m. I chunked up & carried in wood
both green & dry. No callers today. Ollie & I went down
to P.O. with our mail, it having come early. I ordered 160
postcards Grand Committee meeting notice from Catskill
Mt Star Pub. Co. Saugerties also sent a complimentary 
news copy that I compiled this morning. We saw Joe
Winkler in the store first since day before he left for lung
operation at Albany Veterans Hosp. We had a good
boiled fresh cod, beans and boiled potato supper. Ollie
went to bed & I took a Saturday night bath & spent the
evng reading several chapters in Building of Our Country
book 2. Olive Post American legion held a $5.00 dinner
tonite at Pheasant Inn in Shokan.

March 19, Sunday — minus 2   zero at 7 a.m.    14/11
p.m.    Cloudless brilliant winter, calm today –
moderated somewhat p.m. & eaves dripped. Gleaming ½
moon tonite.
Did usual chore routine otherwise contented myself
indoors, read & wrote air mail letter to Mariam also
tonite wrote Grayce Ellis. We had a baked potato & roast
chicken & biscuit supper. As usual Ollie retired early.
Warmer temperatures forecast.



March 20, Monday — 14/7 a.m.   24/11 p.m.   Continued
cloudless – calm – sunny. High bulging ½ moon tonight.
The sky looked hazy this p.m.  Snow settled & water
running during warmer part of day. – moon getting hazy
late.
Harlowe McLean , Ollie & I went to Kingston with
Plymouth. First to Krumville for eggs at Henry
Merrihews – 6 doz pullet @ .30. Then to Kingston first
shopped at A&P store. Then did some uptown shopping,
then Ollie made 2:40 appointment at Dr Tannin’s on Fair
St. Thence down to Benedictine Hosp for x-rays to hand.
After that we headed home by Hurley Mtn route.
Stopped at Bob Benneth near 4 corners to see his flock
of 10 pigs – all engaged. Home before six did chores &
had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I rested awhile on
couch then read papers awhile. Rec’d letter Ellen Wilfris
& Ruth Rosengren. I had a miserable bone jarring fall on
icy spot in front of garage as I went to wipe windshield
with a chunk of snow & had an aching tiresome day.

March 21, Tuesday — 24/7 a.m.   28/12 p.m.   Dismal
still damp. Snowed along easily p.m. & evng about an
inch has fallen – at midnight snowing hard.
Other than chores making a noon time trip to put A & P
meat purchases – 6 chickens @.27 & turkey legs .29 in
Ollie’s freezer it was a staying in day. This p.m. we had a
long and unexpected call from Paul Kondras Jr of
Windham recent Past Master of Masonic Lodge
representing Continental Insurance Company ( Keystone
State Insurance Agency) I enrolled for a sick and
accident policy group & paid yearly premium of $50.49.



As usual Ollie & I had a good supper. She went to bed &
I took a nap & then got around. First day of spring on the
calendar but its winter everywhere.

March 22, Wednesday —   26/6 a.m.     30/11 p.m.    
The soft clinging snow that started yesterday p.m.
continued till mid day to a depth of 8 – 9 inches. Sun
shone thru faintly p.m. and was overcast still evng. Snow
plows & sanders busy. Onteora and many other schools
closed. The storm drifted in from the south.
Another do nothing day but chores. The mail came early
so we made a trip p.m. down to P.O. and over to garage
for $1.50 worth gas. Wrote to Ruth Rosengren with get
well greeting enclosed for daughter Gloria who under
went an extensive operation, also wrote reply letter to
Vernon Haskin – stating that March 2 his sister Gladys
passed away. They were on their way home from Lenten
services in their E Durham ME church when she suffered
a stroke, rushed to hospital (Catskill) and died early
following a.m.. A tragic blow to their little family. Rec’d
Easter cards & letter & clippings from Mrs Currier also
letter from Addie Winchell.

March 23, Thursday —   26/7 a.m.    28/11 p.m.  
Snowing this morning perhaps an inch & petered out &
sun shone thru hazily most of day another flurry early



evng. Latter all cleared and near full moon shone
overhead – rather crispy.
Other than chores a do nothing day. Harlowe Mclean &
Edw Neuser new place at foot of Schoolhouse Hill called
p.m.. We had a good pork roast (2 years old) mashed
potato & cooked kraut supper. Rec’d complimentary
letter from Ray Dunn our old friend  retired. State Police
36 year veteran retired ,now Shandaken Town Clerk
lives in Phoenicia, Chichester Road. Wrote Vernon
Beatty tonite also reply to Ray Dunn also rec’d
complimentary letter & copy of 1770 map of the New
Hampshire grants ( correction rec’d this Friday)

March 24, Friday — 30/7 a.m.   32/11 p.m.  
Considerable variable cloudiness – clearing during p.m.
cloudless light as day moonlight evng almost full – wind
light.
Did just usual routine. Harlowe McLean called. Ollie
cleaned the kitchen and dining room floors. Her right
hand is weak. We had as usual a good supper. Ollie went
to bed. I spent evng writing reply letter for Easter card
rec’d from Elsie Van Valkenburg also sending 2 Farmers
Almanacs. Rec’d belated birthday card from Art & Ida
Blume. Rec’d Easter card from Mariam. They are on a
trip up over the border in Texas. Rec’d a wonderful letter
from E.H. Munch.

March 25, Saturday — 32/7 a.m.   30/11 p.m.   A
magnificent clear day & evng – light northerly wind –
mild, snow melting some scattered high clouds increased
evng but early rising brilliant full moon.



Did chore routine. Went over in woods  cut & piled up
some wood for exercise, snow pretty deep. Maple sap
weather. No callers today. We had as usual a good
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had my usual bath then did
some reading in 1877 U.S. history. Rec’d another letter
from Vernon Beatty also from Julia Rhoades.

March 26, Sunday —   26/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.    A
heavenly perfect cloudless, still, brilliant,  Easter,
cloudless evng and majestic light as day full moon (last
nite)
Mild and snow settling . Everywhere the scenery is mid
winter..Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I attended 11 o’clock
Easter service at the Olive Bridge M.E. church, address
by the Rev. Eric. The auditorium was filled. Coming
back we stopped at Harlowe’s also at Mr & Mrs Ed
Neusers foot of Schoolhouse Hill. He is making maple
syrup in a small way, in 2 containers out of doors with
scant supply of wood. He has a ½ doz or so trees tapped.
This is an excellent sap day. Harlowe McLean had
supper with us.

March 27, Monday — 26/7 a.m.   36/12 p.m.    Sunny
this a.m. gradually becoming overcast – brief sunshine
p.m. Light southerly wind – misty evng.
Snow going from exposed fields & east side of reservoir.
Other than chores we entertained a 3 hour visit by Mr &



Mrs Charles Heady of Saugerties who bargained to
purchase Bubbles Jr cow.. Ollie & I had a usually good
supper, ham & fried eggs & boiled potatoes. Ollie went
to bed. I spent a long evng addressing Post card notices
for the IOOF Grand Comm meeting April 15th at West
Saugerties. Rec’d 165 printed notices from Catskill Mtn
Star with invoice $13.35.

March 28, Tuesday — 34/7 a.m.   38/11 p.m.   Soft
weather – foggy dismal but scant sunshine. Rainy evng
snow getting off the fields.
Another do little day other than chores. Bubbles Jr cow
had a lively Angus heifer calf during late night. Ollie
tired and hand hurts & somewhat swollen. No callers
today. We had a good supper potato stew. Ollie went to
bed & I wrote letters to Grayce Ahrens & Lottie
Slacknowitz.

March 29, Wednesday — 38/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.   Foggy
dismal this a.m. latter started breaking away –  the p.m.
was lovely warm and sunny – clear chilly tonite.
 The spring thaw continues & water running everywhere.
Charles Heady came mid morning with pick up truck &
took Bubbles Jr & her cute brown heifer Angus calf. As
per my ad in Catskill Mtn Star paid me $150.00 — under
priced but she will have a good home. Ollie & I kissed
her a dozen fond farewells as she muzzled her face in my
arms, tied in the truck. It seemed tears were in her eyes.
Ollie & I had a good Hungry Jack pancake supper. As
usual Ollie went to bed. I had a nap then wrote answer to



letter from Vernon Beatty. This a.m. I wrote condolence
letter to Burton A Jaes widow in Maybrook.

March 30, Thursday — 34/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m. Soft sunny
cloudless weather. Bright starlight evng. Fields are
muddy – reservoir ice continues to hold intact.
Did daily routine & few odd jobs. House jarring blasts
p.m. from supersonic jet planes. We had veal roast &
mashed potato supper. Ollie as usual went to bed. I gave
my poor aching feet a soaking in hot salts.

March 31, Friday — 32/7 a.m.   40/11 p.m.    Another
mellow warm sunny day & cloudless evng – real warm.
Did usual routine. John Lambert helped me get a big
load of manure over on the woods pile p.m. Also had a
pleasant call from Florence Giuliano.  Harlowe McLean
called a.m. Ollie & I had a good boiled cod fish, potatoes
& tomato supper. As usual she went right to bed. I wrote
more Grand Comm cards addresses.

April 1, Saturday — 34/7 a.m.   56/11 p.m.   Cloudy this
a.m. but faired away with a sunny summery afternoon –
calm cloudy evng.
Very unseasonably warm & rather humid. Did daily
routine. I finished addressing around 145 post card
notices for the April 15th Grand Comm meeting & took
the mail down to P.O. The trout season opened but the



water is high & icy cold despite the summer like
weather. The reservoir ice field holds intact but looks
weakened. Ollie made up the batch of headcheese & we
had some for supper along with mashed potatoes &
yellow turnips from A&P store. As customary Ollie went
to bed. I took my weekly bath & changed underwear. 7
years ago I started taking the town of Olive national
census.

April 2, Sunday —   42/7 a.m.   72/12 p.m.   Foggy this
morning – faired away sunny –  summery p.m. Clear
gusty south wind to nite – summer weather. Soggy
reservoir ice sheet still holds.
This p.m. I started smoke under 2 strips bacon & half a
shoulder. We made trip down to garage for gas. While
we were gone Louise Martin, son Bill & wife called &
left a note, as we returned Mr & Mrs Charles Heady of
Saugerties just drove in. They left 5:30 & are highly
pleased with Bubbles Jr & calf. We had a good roast beef
& mashed potato supper. Ollie as usual went to bed & I
too spent whole evng on couch – got up midnight &
wrote to Louise Martin.

April 3, Monday — 66 /7 a.m.  Reservoir ice
disappeared. Partly cloudy – sunny – brisk northerly
wind. Change in the weather pattern becoming much
colder – clear evng.
 This a.m. the reservoir remained soddenly ice covered
over the whole area to be seen from our front porch
view. Tonight this expanse is open water. The ice
evidently flooded and sank from view. The water in



small volumes is running over the dividing weir and the
east basin is gradually opening up.
44 years tonight my saw mill on 28A burned – 11 p.m. It
was raining. This date rainy April 3 – 1923 my sawmill
under the hill burned. Harlowe McLean Ollie & I made a
trip to Kingston. She made her last visit to see Dr
Tannin. He will send his bill to the Blue Cross & try to
collect. Ollie’s charge to the Benedictine Hospital is
$29.90. The muddy fields are dried up remarkably and
the High Point snow pretty well thinned out. We went
out to the George B Brinks pig farm on the Old Stage
road & I bought a plump 28 pound white pig $15.00..
Also went to Montgomery Wards.

April 4, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.    40/12 p.m.   Windy
night – diminished – cloudless day and evening. Light
raw air from reservoir shifted southerly – moderating
p.m.
Did usual routine & kept the ham smoke going. This
p.m. for exercise I went over across the road & cut &
trimmed tall trunk damaged hard maple. Yesterday rec’d
letter from Julia Rhoades that her step dad John Warren
got so bad & helpless she had him put in Catskill
Hospital. He is a welfare pensioner. Ollie & I had a good
supper. She went to bed & after exercising awhile I took
a nap & then got going again. Wrote to Julia & rec’d
letter Vernon Beatty.



April 5, Wednesday —   40/7 a.m.   46/12 p.m.   Serene
soft sunny hazy cloudless. Became overcast evng.
Reservoir – calm – tranquil.
Did daily routine. This p.m. I got some needed exercise.
Moved the wintered over pile of leaves from north shed
into barn. Ollie didn’t accomplish much but we had a
good lamb stew & boiled potato supper. She as usual
went to bed. I followed suite – took a long nap til 12:30.
Then got around & wrote Vernon Beatty. The dividing
weir or reservoir across to route 28 Shokan is closed to
all traffic due to expensive repairs starting on the 13 arch
bridge. The Olive Bridge mail is route from Shokan
around the upper end of the reservoir.

April 6, Thursday — 40/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m.    An
unusually dark foggy gloomy day & evng. Started raining
before daylight & continued coming down hard thru
forenoon. Ditches running & dry hollows filled. Rained
light during p.m. and evng.
A stay in doors day – did chore routine & this p.m. wrote
a Freeman news copy & we took it down to P.O. 4:30
also sent card to Vernon Beatty He called up around
10:30 that George Pearson was there with truck & had a
pair of nice pigs offered for $25.00. Having already
bought a pig I had to regretfully decline. Harlowe
McLean also dropped by after mail time. Ollie & I had a
good Hungry Jack pancake and sausage supper, then as
usual she went to bed. This date 1917 the U.S. declared
war on Germany.



April 7, Friday — 34/7 a.m.   34/12 p.m.   Continued
dismal foggy and wet. Light rain a.m. but barely misty
p.m. & evng Thunder rumbled off to south around noon.
Did chores and kept the smoke house going. Wrote letter
to Vernon Beatty a.m. & card to Lottie Stacknowitz &
Grayce Ellis. Shortly afternoon in Plattekill a tractor was
struck by lightning and its 78 year old occupant Harton
Coleman burned to death late p.m. WGHQ local news
cast reported. A late correction Coroner Will Kayser
ruled he was killed by the lightning. He was a WW I
veteran. Rec’d letter from Louise Martin. Her mother
Doc McCartney’s widow was taken ill Dec 4th and died
Feb.

Newspaper clipping 4/8/67
                                                 Plattekill Man Dies In
Lightning Storm
   An April snow storm that passed over this section of
the Mid-Hudson Valley Friday afternoon, claimed the
life of a 78 year old Plattekill man, who was electrocuted
when lightning hit him in his trailer home.
   State Police and Ulster County Coroner William S.
Keyser of Kingston investigated the sudden death of
Horton Coleman, a veteran of World War I, who lived
alone in the trailer on the farm of Lewis and Davis
Dawes on East Road, Town of Plattekill.



   The lightning ignited the interior of the trailer which
was completed gutted by flames that were fought by
Plattekill fire-fighters early yesterday afternoon.
   Coroner Keyser said the lightning bolt hit Coleman
between the left thumb and forefinger, causing instant
death.
    During the brief thunderstorm which hit the area
shortly before 1 p.m. and continued several minutes,
rain, hail and snow pelted the area causing slippery
conditions on highways until the storm subsided.
    Coroner Keyser said the body was removed after the
flames were quelled, and taken to the C.R. Osterhoudt
Funeral Home in Marlboro.
     B.C.I. Officer L.M. Luongo and Sergeant Edward
Whalen and Trooper Robert Whalen investigated the
death with Keyser.

April 8, Saturday—    34/7 a.m.   32/11 p.m.     The fog
and murk gave way to a serene sunny quiet cloudless day
& evng. The mountains from High Point around to the
crest of Tysteneck are snow dusted & especially High
Point which remained all day.
Did daily routine. Harlowe McLean made a trip to
Kingston this a.m. & did some A&P store shopping for
Ollie $2.40 paid. This p.m. I went around the pasture
fence & pounded down posts where needed. I let out
Bubbles sr cow for exercise and she kept me company
going along the fence along the lower side & woods end.
We had a good boiled potato & tuna fish supper & Ollie
went to bed. I took a bath & clothes change & spent evng
reading. Mr & Mrs Raymond Cruthers entertained



members of the family & select group of friends &
neighbors tonite in honor of their 40th wedding
anniversary. The reservoir west basin is entirely cleared
of ice. The Lyons Club Exposition which opened April
5th closed tonite at the Manor Ave Armory with record
total attendance.

April 9, Sunday — 26/7 a.m.    48/11 p.m.    Heavy white
frost also froze ice – sunny a.m. – overcast p.m. & evng.
Raw southerly wind gusty evng.
Did daily chore routine. This p.m. at 2:00 o’clock
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I attended grave side service
in north side Tongore cemetery for Ian Alonzo Davis,
infant 5 day old (7 month baby) of Mr & Mrs Lester
(Sonny) Davis. Brief service conducted by Rev Eric
Forshey Olive Bridge M.E. minister. Other than
members of the families we were the only friends present
other than Ezra Silkworth caretaker. About 25 were
present. We made a brief visit over cemetery paying
memorial respects but too cold to loiter. We then called
on John & Helen Marshall also Harlowe coming back &
while there Bob & Julia Rhoades & son Dicky came
looking for us. We came on home & they  stayed perhaps
an hour. Bob & Jean Smith stopped on their way back to
N.Y.C. and brought duplicates of my & Ollie’s income
tax reports, federal & state. No tax owed on either. Ollie
& I had a good spaghetti & meat ball supper. As usual



Ollie went to bed, after exercising 35 minutes I wrote to
Julia.

April 10, Monday —   48/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m.    Partly
cloudy – sunny strong gusty northerly wind – clear evng.
Shower in night with lightning flashes.

Did chores & this p.m. took  load manure over on woods
pile with Harlowe McLeans help. Bad weather for grass
fires. The West Shokan & Olive Bridge fire trucks
responded to a self rekindled rubbish fire along stone wall
on the ex sheriff Claude Bell’s property.
The American National League 1967 baseball season
opened with the NY Yankees blanking the Washington
Senators 8 – 6. The Cincinnati Reds defeating the Los
Angeles Dodgers 6 – 1. 
Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty. The white caps rolled on the
full & over flowing Ashokan west basin, open a week this
afternoon.

April 11, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.   42/11 p.m.  Froze 1/4
inch ice & ground froze, cloudless crispy – diminishing
northerly wind. Tiny rim of new moon flat on the back,
set early behind Hanover mountain.
Did chore routine – worked awhile for exercise over in
woods. Mart Eckert came & cut my hair , we had a visit
too. Ollie made up the headcheese & had some for supper
with boiled spuds & carrots. Ollie went to bed. I exercised
½ hour, took a nap & then got going. Wrote card Lottie
Bell also today sent her March & April American
Agriculturist  – Apr is the 125 annual edition number. The



New York State Police in command of supt Major Dr Geo
F. Chandler was organized 50 years ago.

April 12, Wednesday —   24/7 a.m.   30/12 p.m.    Wintry
weather continues near 3/4 inch ice on barn gutter tub.
Cloudless biting north wind that quieted evng.
Did chore routine. Wrote Freeman news copy p.m. then
we went down to Joe Caufields garage and had car spring
serviced, gassed up & set new spark plugs – speedometer
(blank) total $6.00 paid. On way back we called briefly on
Mrs Mae Shimer. Ollie prepared a good vinegared
headcheese with cut onions & boiled potato supper, she
went to bed. I had a nap – so tired and achy today, then
got around & wrote cards to Mrs Currier & Grayce
Ahrens. Reggie & Elsie Davis arrived home in Olive
Bridge this p.m. after over winter stay in Zethyrhills,
Florida.

April 13, Thursday — 6/7 a.m. 48/11 p.m.   Variable
cloudiness & sunshine - dark cloudy evng. Southerly day
winds – becoming warmer.
I’m feeling sore & stiff but aside from chores I went over
in the woods & cut a number of pole wood, mostly yellow
birch ready to snake out. Yellow birch is gradually dying
& soon decays. Ollie made delicious scalloped potato
supper. This was Frank Royce’s speciality. I had ½ hour
after supper exercise, also a nap. Later wrote card to Mrs



Knorph. Tonight the Ulster Co Board of Supervisors
settled a long standing and controversial problem by a
majority vote of 18 – 15 vote to close the Golden Hill or
TB Hospital & transfer patients to Oneonta and re-open as
an Infirmary as much of the bed facilities are not being
used.

April 14, Friday — First peepers chirped tonight.   46/7
a.m.   50/12 p.m.   President Lincoln Assassinated 1865.
  Cloudy mild still. Had sprinkles of rain around noon.
Sunnied up during p.m. then murked over again.
Did daily routine. Early p.m. we went down to Olive
Bridge & spent a couple of pleasant hours with Reggie &
Elsie Davis coming back went over to garage to talk
briefly with Joe Caulifield. Then I went over in woods &
cut a dead yellow birch for exercise. We had a good
supper. Ollie went to bed – I took a long nap. On their
way home Reggie & Elsie made a long detour to call on
my long time friend E.H. Munch at 7 Fountains VA. I
gave Reggie $5.00 to part cover extra gas mileage.

April 15, Saturday — 50/7 a.m.   44/12 p.m.     Gloomy
thunder shower after midnight & continued thunder
showery thru day and evening.
Just a chore doing day. This evening Harlowe, Ollie & I
went with Reggie Davis & Alonzo Davis with his car
from Olive Bridge hall, to West Saugerties where Ollie
was a birthday guest of the Queen of the Catskills
Rebekah. Alonzo, Reggie, Harlowe & I attended the
annual meeting of the Dist of Ulster Grand Committee,
presided over by Dist Deputy David Lamouree. Supper



was served preceding , a roast beef menu. Thirty four Past
Grands were present. David Lamouree was unanimously
re-elected deputy & my self secy for my 37th year. A per
cap assessment of .60 per taxable member was levied. 
I wrote to Vernon Haskins.

Newspaper clipping 4/14/67      
                                                             Farm Money for
Valley
     Almost a million dollars worth of fresh fruit and
vegetables was purchased in the Hudson Valley between
June 22 and April 1 by the Defense Department according
to a New York State Department of Agriculture report
released today. Ulster County accounted for $ 164,640.05
of that amount by sale of sweet corn, 45,625 crates at
$3.17 per crate. Apples sold in Ulster and Orange
Counties consisted of 19,049 packages with a dollar value
of $95,173.15or $4.41 per package.

April 16, Sunday — 44/7 a.m.  44/11 p.m.   Foggy damp
this morning. Reluctantly gradually the murk lifted and
the p.m. was pleasantly warm & sunny clouded over
evng..
 This morning I checked over my Grand Comm report and
wrote the Dist Deputy ditto Grand Lodge secy for per
capita mailing list of taxable members. Water standing



and ground soaked. Also wrote District Deputy David
Lamouree.

April 17, Monday —   34/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m.  Foggy
dismal chilly rainy day and evng pretty much steady. The
ground thankfully is soaked & water standing & ditches
running.
Did chores. Mail came early & we missed it so made trip
down to P.O. noontime & over to garage. Joe busy with
business. I spent the p.m. writing Freeman account on the
Grand Comm meeting. Tongore cemetery assn meeting
tonite in Olive bridge church hall. Elected Pres Alonzo
Davis. Vice Pres Reggie Davis, Trustee re-elected 3 yrs
Percy Cook, Harlowe McLean, Irving Hesley, Art
Sampson. 2 yr to succeed Grover Christiana (deceased)
also elected as treas Art Sampson, caretaker Ezra
Silkworth. Ollie rec’d 2 more birthday cards making 33.

Newspaper clipping 4/17/67
                                                         Travel Is Hazardous
    Phoenicia: April 17. — Many complaints are being
voiced in regard to road conditions of route 28 now under
construction. The complaints stem from the hazards
involved to the automobiles and persons in them when
they are compelled to drive over deep ruts and other
obstructions in the road. In order to avoid these, drivers
must pull far over to the sides and risk sliding or
becoming struck in mud.

April 18, Tuesday — 30/7 a.m. 34/11 p.m.    Damp chilly
night, light rain continuing this morning. Continued



cloudy, starting to break away evening with northerly
wind.
. Did chores & got the 2 hams & shoulder out of brine &
soaking over night. Also this p.m. I had a most
unexpected call by William Fellman of Palentown in
company with his cousin by marriage Mrs Peter Fellman.
Bro Feltman was 90 last Nov. 22, now due to a fall on ice
walks with a cane & is the oldest living Past Grand
member of Shokan IOOF Lodge. Ollie & I had a good
supper with headcheese & onions in vinegar, mashed
potatoes & carrots. I took an ½ hour exercise, then a nap
got going again 9 o’clock & Ollie as usual went to bed
after supper. Bro Fellman is getting quite deaf, noticeably
failed since last I saw him at Harlowe McLeans 50th year
lodge anniversary in March 1966. Ollie rec’d birthday
card from Barbara Moncure (34) I rec’d letters from
Lottie Stacknowitz & Grayce Ellis & Vernon Beatty.

April 19, Wednesday — 42/7 a.m.   42/11 p.m.    Cold
raw damp cloudy – northerly wind – mtn snow squalls.
Part clearing tonite. Hide & seek moon well over half.
Other than chore routine. Harlowe, Ollie & I made p.m.
trip to Kingston. We went first to Henry Merrihews for
eggs. 6 doz pullet @.30 doz paid. Then to Stone Ridge
back around to Olive Bridge and 213. Ollie made check
up call at Dr Tocco’s office. Had shot and more pills
$5.00 paid. Went in to Kingston for uptown shopping,



then back to A&P market & home over Hurley Mtn route.
After good  ham, boiled potato & peas supper Ollie as
usual went to bed. I read letter from IOOF Grand secy
with per capita District assessment list. This is at 12 - 31-
66 290 taxable members @ 60 cents per member.
$174.00. Last year 301 @55 cents – $165.00. Tonight I
made out tax bills for 7 lodges
182nd anniversary of Lexington and Concord fight with
the British.
Julia Rhoades called up soon after 6 saying that her step-
dad died last nite 11 p.m. in Catskill Hosp. Funeral 2 p.m.
at Decker’s Parlors in Windham. He was 91 last July 5th.

April 20, Thursday — 42/7 a.m.   42/11 p.m. Brilliant
cloudless crispy air – northerly wind – rounding glowing
moon.
Did chores let Bubbles cow out in pasture for exercise
p.m. We went down to garage to have signal lever
tightened. As we were eating a good Hungry J pancake
supper Jim burgraff came & we had a good visit. He got
some rotted manure for his flowers & we gave him some
kraut & 2 qt jug of milk. Also this a.m. I cut the hams in
half after overnight soaking & found the salt had not
drawn inside. So I made a new brine & put them in to
cure again. Ollie rec’d and answered letter from Blue
Cross regarding Dr Tannin’s charge of $65.00. Founders
Day– with glowing tribute to the deceased 91 year old
founder of the N.Y. State Troopers. Dr George E.
Chandler in April 1917 was fitting & observed at 4:30
p.m. with a parade to the County building where the
exercises were held, about 200 attended. Frederick G.



Snyder was MC. A dinner followed 6:30 p.m. at Gov.
Clinton Hotel.

April 21, Friday — 36/7 a.m.   41/11 p.m.    Brilliant
cloudless a.m. with developing overcast p.m. cloudy
tonight. Wind right southerly.
Did daily routine. Harlowe McLean gave me a hand
taking load of manure over on woods pile & brought back
load of firewood chunks, part of which I bucked up &
split. Accord Farmer’s Co-op truck brat me 4 bags
crunchy cow feed @4.45 & 2 bags pig feed @4.70 late
p.m. Paid less 2% disc ( did not get credit on bill for 6
bags returned.

April 22, Saturday — 44/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m.   Rained hard
early this a.m. but noontime was breaking away and the
afternoon was thunder showery around to the north.
Bright moonlight almost full early evng, followed by a
blustery rain squall – later clearing & colder.
Harlowe Mc Lean, Ollie & I went to Windham and
attended the funeral of John Warren 91, conducted 2 p.m.
at the M.E. church by Rev Merton S. Cady, our old friend.
Internment was by his wife in Windham cemetery who
died in 1946. A light rain squall broke during the
committal , which sprinkled the gray covered casket, then
as tho by magic the sun shone & dried up the rain drops.
Later we met with the family in Hensonville in the home



of Gary & Carolyn Wank and had a table luncheon amid a
congenial atmosphere. We arrived back home 5:30 but
did not eat supper. We ran thru showers much of the way
– but had not rained here home. Harlowe & I were bearers 
with the step grandsons Gary & Lary Wank.

April 23, Sunday — 44/7 a.m.    34/11 p.m.     Snow
squalls on Wittenbergs. Mostly cloudy – raw – cold
northerly wind, cleared evng with majestic glowing full
moon (tomorrow)
Did chores and pretty much an indoor day. We had a good
spaghetti & meat balls supper. I am stiff and sore today.
Exercised 35 minutes after supper and limbered up
somewhat & Ollie went to bed. I wrote a long air mail
letter to Mariam during p.m. & evng. Enclosed check
$100. for April maintenance for Daisy I read several
interesting feature articles in last Aug. Readers Digest
Also wrote card to Julia Rhoades. Yesterday p.m. evng
Joe Caulfield was among an area group Mason’s who
received the Select Master & Super Excellent Master
Council degrees in Troy N.Y.

April 24, Monday — 34/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.     A spring
snow storm set in around 6 a.m. & continued till around
11 o’clock a clinging fluffy fall of 5 inches or more  on
higher levels. A partial clearing trend developed latter
p.m. with northerly wind. Much of the snow over more
exposed areas disappeared by sunset with grass showing
refreshed green.
 Other than chore routine a little to do day. Harlowe
McLean called. I split up and sawed some chunk wood



p.m.  Quite a day for fone calls. Wrote to Vernon  Beatty
& rec’d card. I spent the evng writing Freeman news
copy. Ollie as usual went to bed after a good supper.
Vlasimir Kamaroz first of the Russian space men killed
when his space capsule malfunctioned in attempting to
land &hit the earth with great force when his landing
chute failed to open.

April 25, Tuesday —    34/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.    Crispy
northerly wind brilliantly cloudless day and evng other
than a few scattered clouds latter p.m. Past full moon rose
in deep south.
Other than chore routine I went over in the woods p.m.
and managed to cut 4 yellow birch & one hard maple
sticks ready to snake out. We had a good supper as usual.
Ollie went to bed, I exercised 35 minutes, had a nap and
then got writing another Freeman news copy.

Newspaper clipping 4/24/67
    The death of a mountain climber near New Paltz, a car
wreck near Hudson and five drowning’s in Orange
County added to a state wide accidental death total that
was one of the highest for a non-holiday weekend.  Thirty
three persons lost their lives over the weekend, including
19 on highways.                                                      
Experienced Climber



     An experienced Philadelphia mountain climber who
had successfully negotiated the 250 ft South Pillars Ledge
in the Shawangunk Range, fell to his death Sunday when
he slipped over the edge of a cliff while conversing with a
companion climber who had not yet reached the top. John
Patrick Heuls, 27, of Gilbert St, Philadelphia, was
pronounced dead at the scene by Dr Hans Kraus of
Gardiner, who himself is a mountain climber. Death was
due to a decompressed fracture of the skull and laceration
of the brain. He also suffered multiple fractures and
abrasions of the body.

April 26, Wednesday — 30/7 a.m.   42/12 p.m.   
Continued brilliant sunny a.m. gradually hazed over p.m.
Dark overcast tonite with some wind.
Other than chores I cut a dead - - - - hard maple after mail
came. This p.m. Harlowe McLean gave me a needed hand
getting out manure & snaked out several drays with
Major. Ollie & I had delicious potato stew supper, she
went to bed, I had a nap & then spent evng writing to Mrs
Knorph in reply to her letter rec’d today, had not heard
from her since my letter of Feb.7th. I’ve written her
several times & a card yesterday. Rec’d letter Addie
Winchell. They are leave for home Monday.

April 27, Thursday — 52/7 a.m.     46/11 p/m.  rather
chilly damp — overcast & some windy but didn’t storm.
Cloudless and few stars out tonite – raw air from
reservoir.
    Did routine. Wrote morning card to Vernon Beatty.
This p.m. I really worked cut 7 firewood sticks in variety.



Mart Eckert called also Harlowe McLean. Ollie did a
good supper & then went to bed. I soaked my tired feet in
salt solution. Had a nap & then got going & wrote card to
Grayce Ellis. Ollie baked two cakes for her postponed
birthday party, Sat p.m. We wrote final letter this a.m. to
Addie & Virgil Winchell.

April 28, Friday —    52/7 a.m.    46/11 p.m.    Practically
cloudless tho hazily sunny – brightened p.m. – cloudless
evng. Rather chilly north easterly wind.
Did usually routine. This p.m. I walked over along the old
ram pipe line, cut trees & all dead. Mostly yellow birch. I
got a good workout. Recd letter Dist Deputy David
Lamouree. After a good supper Ollie went to bed. I
bucked up some limb wood. Had a nap & then did some
reading – wrote Vernon Beatty also sent cards to Grayce
Ellis & Ruth Rosengren. Ollie wrote a thank you note to
Gary and Carolyn Wank.

April 29, Saturday — 46/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m.    Brilliant
cloudless day & evng – continued northerly wind –
pleasantly like spring.
Did usual routine. Noontime I went over in the woods and
cut a yellow birch for exercise, with dead branches in the
top. Harvey & Marie Siemsen and Harlowe McLean came
p.m. as a 2 weeks belated birthday gesture to Ollie. They
showed interesting colored slides of their trip to Florida.



Ollie served ice cream & cake, coffee & tea. Later Ollie &
I each had a bottle of ale & tuna fish sandwiches, she
went to bed & I spent my evng reading interesting
Readers Digest articles.

April 30, Sunday — 46/7 a.m.  50/11 p.m.    Daylight
Saving Time in effect.  Cloudless mellow temperature
winds light – cloudless evng – old moon down to half 7
a.m. over High Point.
It was a listless day getting accustomed to Fool Time for
the next 6 months. Harlowe McLean called on way home
from Olive Bridge church. No other callers. We had kraut
and pig hockie supper. Ollie as usual went to bed. I wrote
Vernon Beatty & did some reading. I looked in smoke
house & saw someone had taken 2 pieces of bacon.

 Newspaper clipping   4/29 67         Here’s the Way To
Live to 150
 Moscow
    Shirim Dosanov does not smoke, drink or eat meat. He
sleeps every night out of doors on an open verandah. He
has worked all his life as a shepherd in Azerbaijan and
still does. He is married to his third wife who is 70 years
his junior. This would make her 80 because this
remarkable shepherd, according to Moscow Radio,
celebrated his 150th birthday recently “in good health”

May 1, Monday — 44/7 a.m.   54/11 p.m.   Warm, balmy,
spring.   Wind light southerly cloudless other than some
haze developing during p.m.



Harlowe McLean came a.m. & with my assistance snaked
out a number of drays & had early p.m. lunch before
going home. I finished out the day bucking up limb wood
& piling on porch. After a good supper Ollie went to bed.
I had a long nap – was dead tired. Town of Olive
Republican Club sponsored a public meeting at the Olive
Bridge Fire house 8 p.m. Atty Clark Bell of Woodstock a
delegate to the State Constitutional Convention was the
speaker. Refreshments were served.

May 2, Tuesday —   50/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m.   Dismal chill
& rainy from mid morning – came down hard during p.m.
again tonite with thunder shower. But cold & windy
again.
I got the hams hung up & smoking after 2 weeks re-
salting. Had leaky faucet connection trouble down cellar.
Made trip to Boiceville hardware for washers also pump
switch went whacky. Called Jim Burgraff & he came over
& found the trouble & had supper with us. He continues
digging arrow points on 209 just west of the Elmendorf
fruit stand. Ollie had a delicious boiled vegetable & meat
supper & she went to bed & I had a nap then got around
10 o’clock awhile.

May 3, Wednesday — 46/7 a.m.   42/12 p.m.    Another
thunder shower in night and downpour. Cold air and
northerly wind with gradual clearing – sunny brilliant



p.m. Clear evng – rainfall 3/4 inch water standing &
ditches running.
I’m sore & joints stiff. For exercise I went over in the
woods & cut a yellow birch ready to haul out. Kept the
smoke house going. Mid p.m. we went with Harlowe
McLean up to the Onteora school $3,493,166 budget issue
vote and election of 4 board members – our vote is no on
the extravanga – voting hours 2 to 9 p.m. Rec’d letter
from EH Munch answered tonite. The budget was carried
876 to 543.
Newspaper clipping 5/4/67
   The budget was approved by a sizable margin 876
to543. It calls for $3,493,166 for the 1967-68 school term
in 2800 student district. A total of 1533 persons voted.

May 4, Thursday — 36/7 a.m.    54/11 p.m.   Rather on
the chilly side, southerly wind. Variable overcast – bright
sunny latter p.m. Warmer evng & stars shining.
Ollie & I went to Kingston with Harlowe McLean after
the mail came. Did considerable shopping at A&P market
on Hurley Ave – over $20. Included 50 lb sack of nice
Mamix eating potatoes, evidently cobblers 2.25, also at
Mohicans on John St 50 lb certified Kathadins for
planting. We were home around 4 o’clock. Later around 5
–  Samsonville, Olive Bridge & West Shokan trucks
responded to the burning of Herbert Wells barn on the
former Filmore Bell farm above Bushkill bridge. The
building and contents a complete loss including a tractor,
house trailer, power mowers, tools there in etc. The blaze
is thought due to spontaneous combustion? As the rusty
metal roof was leaking & stored hay. The building stood



on the same foundation  as it’s predecessor that burned 41
or 42 years ago at night due evidently to a similar cause
from damp feed around a feed grinding mill.
Wrote Vernon Beatty tonite. Rec’d a letter from Addie &
Virgil Winchell now enroute from Florida.

Newspaper clipping 5/2/67
By Charles R. Douglas    ( Freeman Staff Writer)
   A raging hot fire which threatened a neighborhood.
Spread through upwards of 250 feet of metal-framed shed
of the New York Central’s West Shore Division freight
house off Central Broadway Monday night, involved four
metal box cars, several freight trailers and stored stock,
leaving a total damage still unestimated, but it is
apparently well into six figures.
                                            Most damaging Since 61
   It was the most fiercely damaging city fire since 1961
and observers commended firemen for keeping it from
spreading more than it did, and for working so effectivity
within close range of its intense heat.
   A first call at 9:22 p.m. was followed by two box alarms
which mobilized all available paid firemen and an
impressive showing of volunteers from all companies.
   Three moving and storage companies using space in the
building reported heavy loses, one of them noting the loss
of furniture owned by ten families plus 25,000 cases of
aluminum products.



                                                     100   High Foot Flames 
   Flames at the height of the fire raged 100 feet high with
smoke billowing in higher columns.. Greenkill residents
across from the freight house wet down their homes with
garden hose streams.
    Seven persons including firemen were treated for
injuries and smoke inhalation.
Fire Chief James K. Brett was critical of the structural
hazzards of the long shed, which parallels long railroad
sidings, holding it in violation of the city’s building code.

May 5, Friday — 38/7 a.m.    48/11 p.m.    Mostly cloudy
– light southerly wind. Light messy afternoon rains –
rather on the cool side.
A do nothing day other than chores & kept ham smoke
going. The West Shokan pumper later at nite was recalled
twice. Ollie & I went up to see the still hay smoking
burned rubble of Herbie Wells barn a.m. Altho the cause
is not really known, but suspicion points to boys playing
with matches. It is recalled that the 7 year old Wells boy
& Andy Burgher 8 (Bob’s youngest son) neighbors
vandalized the Joe Kromer country residence a few weeks
ago & previously had started a grass fire. I called up Mrs
Roy VanDeMark of Saugerties road & she told me that
her younger daughter Freda was a baby (now 42) at the
time of burning of her father-in-law Filmore Bell’s barn
in late fall with 2 cows & a pair of horses destroyed. The
wooden peg timbers & lumber of the Well’s barn was
obtained from the demolished Henry Silkworth barn
nearby. The Boiceville siren sounded this p.m. 12:40 for a



field grass fire set without a permit. There also was a
small woods fire up Watson Hollow.

May 6, Saturday —   38/7 a.m.  36/11 p.m.    A mountain
fogged in snow storm developed after daylight followed
by slushy snow on lower levels that melted as it fell,
continued til noon. To my ready recollection this is about
the latest May storm other than the 3 inch of May 10th

1945. Harlowe McLean observed High Point was
whitened a few years ago May 28th. The first clouds broke
away mid day & p.m. was sunny & the mountain snow
pretty much disappeared other than on High Point.
Did chores & kept hams smoking. Harlowe McLean also
John Lambert with his wife & her mother and a retired
NY policeman friend called. I went over in the woods &
cut a dead black birch & managed to get feet tangled &
fell twice in water falls. I took a bath changed wet clothes.
Ollie & I had a delicious boiled supper. She went to bed
& I had a good nap & got  around  after      10:30. Rec’d
letter Jean Smith & card Vernon Beatty – yesterday rec’d
letter Barbara Moncure.

April 7, Sunday — 24/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m.   Early sunshine
– became dismal overcast. At noon fresh snow enveloped
the surrounding mountains & a cold near snow mixture
started falling on lower levels. Continued rainy thru p.m.
& evng.



John Lambert did me a much appreciated good turn this
forenoon snaking out firewood drags with Major, despite
the muddy slush and water, his feet & legs were soaking
wet – a miserable nasty job. I rested by the fire this p.m.
We had an unexpected call by Rev Ron Flemming of
West Kill & NY City accompanied by a weekend friend
Joe Scat, also a NYC teacher. Ollie & I had   good
goulash & mashed potato supper. She as usual went to
bed. I wrote Vernon Beatty & Continental Casualty   Co.

May 8, Monday —   36/7 a.m.   46/10 p.m. Gradually
breaking away sunny pleasant middle of day, wind light
southerly then clouded up again, dark evng – milder.
Snow faded on mtns but High Point & Wittenberg’s
remained plastered.
Tired & achy arms & legs. Went over in woods p.m. &
cut 2 dead yellow birch & one dying black birch for
exercise. Harlowe McLean called. We had good Hungry
Jack cakes, flour gravy & sausage supper. Ollie went to
bed. I laid down awhile to rest my achy legs. Then wrote
card to Grayce Ellis. This a.m. I wrote reply letter to
Burton Jones widow in Maybrook. Rec’s letter Ellen
Wilfris.

May 9, Tuesday — 44/7 a.m.   44/11 p.m. Cold raw north
wind. Dismal cloudy except for brief sunny breaks in p.m.
Dark overcast evng & p.m.. Snow squalls on
Wittenberg’s.
Did daily routine – This p.m. we made trip to garage to
see Joe Caulfield. I got some limb wood along woods
with car & bucked it up to use with dry. Kept smoke



going & we had a good ham supper with potatoes &
creamed carrots. Ollie went to bed. I spent evng writing
Jean Smith & card to Vernon Beatty.

May 10, Wednesday — 42/7 a.m.   44/12 p.m.   Blustery
night while caps rolling – snow squalls on Wittenberg’s.
This date in 1945 after unseasonably early spring we had
3inches of snow & more on higher elevations. A wild
March day, sunnied up some p.m. & wind quieting down
– starlight evng.
Not fit to be out this morning. Went over in the woods
along the old pipe line & cut 2 dead yellow birch p.m. We
had a p.m. call by Addie & Virgil Winchell. They got
home from Florida Saturday night. Dave Denton stopped
p.m.. Ollie got nice big buck shad .75 & had part for
supper. Rec’d a letter from Mariam & answered tonite
after I had a nap. She did not receive my March 16 letter
& $100. check. So now I am sending a duplicate also for
May $100.

May 11, Thursday — 44/7 a.m.   44/10 p.m.   Sun shone
early – murked over & settled in rainy around 11 o’clock
& continued steadily into the dark gloomy evng. Quite a
downpour during p.m.
 Mr Charles Heady from Saugerties came before 9'oclock
with chain saw & pick up truck, also Harlowe McLean &
started snaking up sticks from behind barn with Major but



the job & sawing included got rained out. I gave Mr
Heady a load of manure taken from the wagon under
shed. I split up some dry hard maple blocks p.m. throwed
under the wood shed. Re-started the smoke house, Ollie &
I had a good cooked kraut, mashed potato & goulash
supper. She went to bed & I laid down awhile & rested
my game right leg, then got going & wrote Vernon
Beatty.

May 12, Friday —    4.7 a.m.   44/11 p.m. Had
considerable more rain in the night with developing north
wind. There’s snow on the Wittenberg’s look like more
rain but cleared away bright and sunny around noon.
Cloudless evng with wind diminished & fine view of
glowing new moon well north over the Wittenberg’s. We
had 85/100 rain.
My lame right leg bothersome. Did daily routine, split &
got in some dead maple wood. This p.m. Harlowe, Ollie
& I made a trip to Woodstock with Plymouth, stopped at
A&P store & pkg store. Coming back we went up into
Shady & called on Alf Evers. Was home 5:30. Ollie & I
had a good ham supper. Tonite I wrote Lottie Stacknowitz
& Julia Rhoades.

May 13, Saturday — 34/7 a.m.    54/10 p.m.    White
Frost.   Near frost this a.m. & northerly wind calmed with
pleasant real spring weather p.m. Cloudless till late p.m.
then clouded over from the west & later became brilliant
clear with growing crescent moon heading north west.
I did little a.m. as my leg was so lame & painful but the
warm afternoon along with aspirin calmed it considerably



till evng. I managed other than chore routine to split up
the pile of chain sawed chunks & started piling. Rec’d
letters of Julia Rhoades & Vernon Beatty, Cyprus Temple
Shrine Ceremonial at PoKeepsie.

May 14, Sunday — 42/7 a.m.   48/11 p.m.   Pleasant 
calm sunny gradually becoming overcast p.m. with
drizzly rain evng.
Ollie & I accompanied by Harlowe McLean attended the
impressive two part 11 o’clock Mother’s Day services at
the Olive Bridge M.E. Church, conducted respectively by
Rev Eric Forsburg and Mrs Betty Lane. Coming back
from taking  Harlowe home we took a ride trip over to
Ledgerock & called on Jean & Robert Smith. At the
service we learned that Rufus Crispell had died in
Hospital. He was 77 past & for 49 years made his home
with Mr & Mrs Fred Reiner’s after his death with the
widow. Ollie & I had a good supper & she went to bed &
I took a long nap till after 11, then retired after writing my
diary.

May 15, Monday — 44/7 a.m.    52/11 p.m. Foggy –
dismal messy rainy all day at times quite hard. Breezy
evng.
 Did daily barn chores & that was about it. I tried to keep
off my lame aching right leg as much as possible. Ollie
had a delicious boiled vegetable supper with cooked ham.



I took a nap & got leg quieted down. Ollie went to bed as
usual.

May 16, Tuesday —   44/7 a.m.    48/10 p.m. Partly
cloudy cold & windy, cleared evng with brilliant half
moon. Snow squalls on Wittenberg’s and Mt Tremper
mountains.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I attended the burial of Rufus
Crispell at the crest of the hill in Tongore Cemetery. The
committal was in charge of    Eric Forsburg   A canopy
was used. The cemetery was cold & windswept. Funeral
preceded  at 10 in Humiston Parlors in Kerhonkson.
Enroute home we went around to Henry Merrihew’s for
eggs 6 doz pullet size @.30 paid. Also went over to
garage to see Joe about car inspection sticker. Ollie & I
had good pancake & sausage supper. She went to bed & I
laid down couple hours to rest my sore lame right leg.

May 17, Wednesday —   46/7 a.m.   56/11 p.m.  
Southerly wind – considerable cloudiness a.m. faired
away sunny & pleasantly warmer p.m. Cloudless evng
high moon over half.
Harlowe Mclean did me a big job with Major snaking out
remainder of the pulled out sticks in field to piles in front
of barn and back of wood shed. I gave him $5.00. My leg
continues sore & lame. This p.m. I rested awhile &
bucked up some limb wood by porch. Rec’d letter Vernon
Beatty also refund check $50.50 from Continental
Casualty Co. canceling.  



May 18, Thursday — 50/7 a.m.   64/10 p.m.   Warm real
spring like. Variable cloudiness & somewhat muggy p.m.
Moon shone hazy early evng & then clouded over.
My leg very uncomfortable today & did just routine.
Harlowe McLean went to Kingston & did some shopping
for us, mostly A&P. Ollie defrosted refrigerator p.m. We
had a good supper, she went to bed. I soaked my tired feet
in salt water.

May 19, Friday — 64/7 a.m.   62/10 p.m.   Southerly
wind, quite warm & unusually humid – hazily sunny. 5
p.m. a vicious fast moving black as night wind & rain
storm broke over High Point and passed on over Mt
Tremper valley. The storm was severe in Kerhonkson and
followed the mountains north. It rained for a ½ hour or so.
Samsonville has both fone & electric out, trees blown
down etc. We have the electric but no fone.
This p.m. I just got my lame leg going & pretty much got
garden harrowed over with Major, masses of chick weed
loosened up. We had good mashed potato & chicken
supper with lima beans & gravy. We had pre storm call by
Mr & Mrs Percy Van Demark of Schenectady. They had
been hit by boisterous winds coming down thruway & left
her just before the storm broke. Also later had separate
calls by John Lambert & Jim Burgraff. I gave my tired
feet a hot salts soaking tonite. Sent letter Vernon Beatty &
birthday card for 23rd & birthday letter to Jeannie Chavez.



May 20, Saturday — 50/7 a.m.   48/11 p.m.    Brilliant
partly cloudy – stiff northerly wind. Bright rounding
moon shining and scurrying clouds. 
John Lambert gave me a big favor this a.m. snaking out
firewood sticks with Major. I helped as much as my sore
lame leg permitted. I just rested p.m. – all in.  Addie &
Virgil Winchell called latter p.m. Ollie & I had a delicious
hot biscuit, mashed potato & gravy supper. She went to
bed & I took a nap & then got around & had bath &
clothes change. The town of Olive firemen   held their
annual banquet tonite at the Olive Bridge fire hall. Gerald
Davis and Arlene Donovan married 2 p.m. at the catholic
church by Rev. Doherty & reception followed at the
Donovan home in Watson Hollow, largely attended.
40th anniversary of The Lone Eagle, Charles Lindbergh in
his single engine Spirit of St Louis, completed non stop
flight from New York to Paris, in 33 hours and 29
minutes. He carried 2 sandwiches and coffee.

May 21, Sunday —   42/7 a.m. 46/10 p.m.   Chilly and
hazily overcast. Sunnied up late afternoon – but nearing
full moon hazily behind cloud blanket tonight.
 I did little as possible today to rest my gimpy right leg.
Had no callers. Harlowe McLean went visiting the John
McLeans near Margaretville. He said tonite spring is 2 - 3
weeks behind here. Ollie prepared a good potato supper.
She went to bed. I spent the evng writing letter & birthday
card to Mrs Knorph also to Jean & Robert Smith &
Vernon Beatty.
Milton Gilbert 56 of Olive Bridge, home from
construction work for weekend – subject to bad heart



attacks – worked in garden yesterday. 1 a.m. was taken to
hospital & died at 4:45. Survives his wife formerly Myrtle
Cornish & daughters & a grandchild.

May 22, Monday — 34/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m. Real chilly
this morning bordering frost. Cool with variable
cloudiness rain squally around p.m. & became somewhat
blustery. Moon pretty well clouded out tonite – but clear
midnight.
MY sore and aching right leg, altho annoying thru the
night has apparently run its course, it much improved
today. This p.m. I got going & hooked up Major and did a
big harrowing job on the garden, next comes cleaning off
the chick weed. I also harrowed the 2flower beds & took
big load manure over on wood pile. Harlowe McLean
called latter p.m. as I finished chores and while chopping
a crooked stick of limb wood on block by the porch an
end flew up & struck me across the upper lip causing
considerable bleeding & badly loosening my 2 front teeth
( have 8) all are out but one on each side of lower jaw.
Ollie had a delicious lean roast pork & mashed potato
supper. My eyes are hazy tonight ( after writing above I
find I had on my driving glasses.

May 23, Tuesday — 50/ 11 p.m.     Continued cool – light
wind off reservoir. Sunny with some overcast. Full moon
tonite, but wading behind clouds.



Ollie & I got load chick weed cleaned off the garden &
this p.m. 4 rows along top of garden and 3 along lower
side marked out ready to plant potatoes. I feel tired and
legs achy. I had a call this a.m. by old school mate &
masonic #10 brother Harold Boice of Hurley. He was 73
last Dec, his brother Raymond (monk) 70, Burton about
my age among first state troopers of 50 years ago, dead
for years. My banged up loose teeth not sore as I’d expect
today but upper lip purple & swollen. We had good
supper & Ollie went to bed. I wrote Freeman news copy
& cards to Vernon Beatty & Lottie Stackowitz & letter to
Grayce Ellis. This p.m. Ray Cruthers suffered a painful
injury to the 2 first toes on his left foot while using a new
riding Jacobson rotary mower. Mrs Cruthers took him to
Benedictine Hosp for surgical repair. The Kingston
Freeman published an interesting Historical Kingston
supplement edition.

May 24, Wednesday —   38/7 a.m.  50/11 p.m. Continued
cool –  chilling wind wafted from the reservoir. It was
generally sunny becoming overcast during p.m. A few
stars showed thru the murk tonite.
Ollie & I made a trip to Olive Bridge noon time for
garden plants & got 4 lbs hamburg 2.00. Box doz cabbage
plants .65 – 2 doz Glamor tomatoes 1.00. Box petunias
.65. On way back we stopped to Harlowe McLean’s also
at Ray Cruther’s as a masonic gesture on behalf of his
yesterday rotary mower injury. Later we planted 4 rows of
Kathadin potatoes along top of garden, fertilized with
rotted manure & acid fertilizer atop the lightly covered
potato seed. Then after supper, a good one of cooked



kraut, mashed potatoes, meat & gravy, I covered the
manured rows. We got of Dave Denton 3 shad @ .60 each
& ½ doz herring .50.

May 25, Thursday — 44/7 a.m.   Cold raw cloudy – nasty
north east wind off reservoir. Intermittent light rains.
Mountain snow squalls. Blizzard conditions over east &
wind quieted evng.
Really too cold and disagreeable to work in garden but I
got the three marked out potato rows planted with small
Kathadin’s & one row red variety & fertilized & dug in
with rotted manure and acid phosphate. We had good
herring & mashed spud supper, Ollie went to bed as
usual. I wrote letter to Percy Van Demark & Vernon
Beatty & Barbara Moncure. The New England coast was
lathed by a vicious 90 mile an hour nor-easter with snow
inland. NYC had rainy day. Luckily our locality felt the
inward fringe of the storm.

May 26, Friday — 42/7 a.m. 52/11 p.m. Snow on
Wittenberg crests. Rained in night some. Continued cold
backward & northerly wind. Cloudy occasional sprinkles
– sun broke thru late p.m. Bright stars shining tonite &
wind quieting.
This cold backward weather is fatiguing  – Many people
are sick. Did chores & clean up jobs, mowed double
swath around lower edge garden & around rock. Took a



run over to garage noon time. Ollie did some cleaning
after a slow start. We took a load of junk off porch & took
on the hill & dumped on over the rocks. We had a good
ham omelet & boiled spud supper. Ollie went to bed & I
after a rest up nap looked at Freeman & took a night early
bath & clothes change. Rec’d long letter Grayce Ellis.

May 27, Saturday — 44/7 a.m.   56/12 p.m.   Sunny warm
& most welcome spring day, became overcast during p.m.
– wind light.
Ollie had Catherine Carr help her to clean up rooms today
& do a washing. I drawed manure over in woods &
cleaned up cut grass below garden. Harlowe McLean took
us to Olive bridge & back evng. Ollie staid in car while
Harlowe & I attended IOOF Lodge and took part in the
conferring of the Initiatory Degree on Albert Lee
Osterhoudt of Phoenicia Lodge # 154 and Charles Gibson
of Malden Lodge # 170. Refreshments followed the
meeting. I had a tiresome leg aching day & it was an
effort to take my part as chaplain.

May 28, Sunday — 50/7 a.m.   52/11 p.m. Yet another
perfectly beautiful warm sunny day with some p.m. part
cloudiness – wind gentle.
I had a 2 hour visit this a.m. with Jesse Burgher who with
his wife Leuella are over weekending at Cottage
Buckhorn. Early p.m. Geo & Katherine  Carr came & he
chain sawed up some firewood & had supper with us
$5.00 paid. I managed to get some rest & don’t feel quite
so gimpy as yesterday.



May 29, Monday — 50/7 a.m.   44/12 p.m.   Cool still
cloudy with messy sprinkles to moderate rain. Dark evng
but didn’t rain.
After mail came I re-harrowed the unplanted garden and
during p.m. Ollie helped mark out the south end for
potatoes. It was raining & we got quite wet. Jean Smith &
my grand daughter Jeannie Chavez called late p.m.. The
foursome are over weekending at Ledgerock. I’m tired &
achy & had to make myself go. Ollie did some cleaning &
washing. We had a good shad & boiled potato supper.
Ollie went to bed & I rested on couch later got around &
did some reading.

May 30, Tuesday — 40/7 a.m.   52/11 p.m. Cool brilliant
sunny with scattered high cloudiness. Bright starlight
evng.
 Got the potatoes planted on south end of garden & partly
fertilized with rotted manure & acid phosphate and
covered over. The annual Memorial Day parade and
exercises held at the Memorial plaque in front of the town
building. The line of march stepped off at 10:45 from
Davis store. The Onteora school band went to Phoenicia
this year. However 3 drummers headed the march. Units
taking part included was world wars 1 & 2 veterans, The
Olive firemen, various auxiliaries & girl & boy scout
organizations . This is the first Ollie & I have missed in



several years. Harlowe McLean called after. We had a
good supper both plenty tired tonite.

May 31, Wednesday — 42/7 a.m.   50/11 p.m.  
Continued cool brilliant sunny some p.m. cloudiness
developed — cloudless evng & northerly wind.
I finished manuring & fertilizing the planted potatoes &
covering over a.m. My legs surely are tired. Did daily
chores & hauled over some sawed chunks p.m. Addie &
Virgil Winchell called after supper. Rec’d card Lottie
Stacknowitz & answered tonite also got letter from Mrs
Currier that her son Paul lost his job as Maine central
fireman thru no fault of his.
Had p.m. call from Agway accident insurance agent from
MrDale J McBernie of New Paltz. He recently moved
from upstate Maine where his father is a commercial
potato grower on a 75 acre scale in Aroustaok Co.
The vacated office of Krunville due to the sudden death of
Clement Jones is being taken over by emergency
postmaster Gladys Van De Mark.

June 1, Thursday — 42/7 a.m.   64/10:30 p.m.  
Continued brilliant sunny serene. Some clouds developed
– clear still warm evng.
June entered with queenly splendor. Already there is a
need for rain, hay growth slowing down. The water table
remains high. Reservoir practically full. The Bishop (2
family well overflowing) only the caretaker & us using
water as the Bishop’s are on a trip now over 2 weeks.
Lilac blooms resplendent tho laurel is not yet out. Greens
slowly climbing mtn crests but the summit of High Point



& Samuels Point remain drab. Did usual routine, we went
down to garage mail time got some gas. This p.m. I
leveled off upper part of garden & we planted row of wax
beans & set out 2 rows of onion sets. Rec’d letter Vernon
Beatty. My legs so tired & achy. Ollie cleaned up in the
bathroom & we had a good supper. She as usual went to
bed. Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty. This is the first evening
kitchen fire not needed. Ruth Rosengren returned home
after spending 7 months with her daughter in Sherman,
Texas.

June 2, Friday — 58/7 a.m.   62/11 p.m. Real summer
weather , ground dry, streams lowering & rain is much
needed. Serene, bright, sunny with considerable p.m.
cloudiness developing. Clear star bright evng & cooler.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Kerhonkson and
attended Clem Jones funeral 1 p.m. at Humistons. Then
we went to Kingston via Stone Ridge (209) for errands &
shopping. Ollie & I went to the County Board of Election
floor in County Building signed up for Personal
Registration. I also renewed my June 30th expiring driving
license at the Motor Vehicle Bureau – fee $3.00. I had no
trouble in passing required eye test. Did some uptown
shopping & at A&P market on Hurley Ave & home by
Hurley Mtn route. The caretakers residence at
Peekamoose Lake burned around noon, West Shokan fire
truck responded. Rec’d a letter E.H. Munch.



June 3, Saturday — 46/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m. Temp in mid
80's. Hot summer weather continued. Sunny humid wind
light – considerable cloudiness developed p.m.
It’s so warm the pep is taken out of everyone. This p.m. I
forced myself to get in the sunny garden & with Ollie’s
help planted a row of Burpees bush lima beans in lower
side. I also set out and planted 13 hills of Kentucky
Wonder pole beans on south side.
Marian foned tonite from Ledgerock, she and Robert,
Jean & Bob Smith had arrived earlier from NYC. They all
had attended Robert’s graduation at Valley Forge on
Thursday.
Beverly Jean Marlatt of Ashokan and Richard O Mackie
of Norwood, Mass married 2 p.m. by Eric Forsburgh in
Olive Bridge M.E. Church 2 p.m.. Reception followed in
Olive bridge fire hall.

June 4, Sunday — 54/7 a.m.   64/ 11 p.m.   Continued hot
& humid. There was considerable haze & cloudiness
which made the atmosphere fairly comfortable.
The family group staying at Ledgerock came Monday &
we had a picnic lunch under the hickories preceded by a
few libations. Mart Eckert was here at the time but didn’t
stay. Later in the afternoon we went up to the Mt Tremper
cemetery & paid respects. Due to 28 construction travel
was rough & dusty up from the Boiceville 28 & 28A
intersection. The group then returned to Ledgerock.

June 5, Monday — 62/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.  Partly cloudy,
hazy humid, continued unseasonably warm.



Did usual routine and worked in the garden leveling off
for more planting. Harlowe McLean called p.m. also Belle
Wood for some rhubarb. Mariam & Bob Longyear called
6 p.m. on way back to Ledgerock after a hot trip to
Kingston. They went to see Daisy we understood, but I
asked no questions. Consequently Ollie & I had a late
supper. Ollie went to bed & I had a nap.

June 6, Tuesday — 60/7 a.m.   72/11 p.m.  Continued
unseasonably warm and humid – hazy murky August like
weather. Southerly wind developed – the murk cleared
evng.
Other than daily routine Ollie & I worked in the garden
planting small stuff and removing raked up clods &
stones, digging & fertilizing a row of places to set out
tomato plants. It was tedious to try & work in the
unseasonable weather. I also did a tedious & delayed job
of repairing barn siding in front of Major’s stable where
he broke the boards with his pawing hoofs.

June 7, Wednesday — 62/7 a.m.   74/11 p.m.   Hot -
humid - sunny - not hazy like yesterday. Warm southerly
wind, became overcast evng.
I got out a Freeman news copy this a.m. other than chore
routine I worked in the hot dusty garden. Dug another row
of holes for tomato plants and planted another row of
Burpee bush lima beans & fertilized and wetted them in.



Harlowe Mclean called p.m. Ollie & I had a good supper.
She as usual went to bed. Rec’d card Vernon Beatty &
sent one to Vernon & Helen Haskins.

June 8, Thursday — 64/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.   Cloudy very
little sunshine – warm and humid – dark still tonite.
Did daily routine. Took load manure over on woods pile ,
re-harrowed the north end of garden & this p.m. I planted
5 rows yellow sweet corn with 3 beans to a hill, used 5-
10-5 fertilizer mixed with lime Ollie planted her flower
bed by toilet this p.m. We had a good boiled supper. Ollie
went to bed. I wrote card to Mrs Currier & letter to
Vernon Beatty. Rec’d letter Mrs Currier. Harlowe
McLean did some Kingston shipping for us today. Rec’d
nice father’s day card from Mariam in N.Y. They were to
take the last 11 p.m. plane for trip to Europe. Robert 3rd &
Gaye to go with them.

Jun e 9, Friday — 66/7 a.m.   76/12 p.m. Hot - humid
hazily sunny – wind southerly dark cloudy evng.
Just to hot to work. Did chores & dug up hard ground in
south end of garden where the old row of currents used to
be otherwise just lopped around & tried to beat the heat.
After a good supper I lay on front porch couch and
watched the shadows deepen.

June 10, Saturday — 70/7 a.m.   70/11 p.m.  Temp went
in the nineties. Continued miserably hot & humid.
Lowery August weather. Haze - sunshine - murk. Thunder
showery conditions developed in the west latter p.m. & a



general light rain fell over the area – enough to wet the
dry dusty surface. Dark dismal evng – A few dim stars.
I did a little as possible of chores & planted a short row of
bush limas next to planted sweet corn – 4 beans to a hill
& cut wheelbarrow load of grass for feeding. Ollie
cleaned up floors & prepared a good ham omelet supper.
The evng temp cooled more comfortably.

June 11, Sunday – 70/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m. Hottest yet & so
humid – lowery August & murk thickened during latter
p.m. & a heavy thunder storm worked around north from
Phoenicia to Cold Brook area. The storm caused a cooling
of the temperature. Dark murky evening. Haven’t had yet
a glimpse of the growing new moon.
We did as little as possible due to the heat & humidity.
Had morning call by Alex Adami Noble Guard of Shokan
IOOF Lodge.

June 12, Monday — Another 90 day.   64/7 a.m.   70/10
p.m.   64/12 p.m.   Continued hot lowery & humid.
Thunder showery all p.m. Mostly High Point way & over
east side. Sun set red at 8 o’clock. The local west side had
a brief noon time shower that draped over South Mtn &
another later. Hazy crescent moon nearing half. 
We had a hot tiresome job setting out near 2 rows of
tomato plants. I also went thru the here and there - - - -
potatoes with wheel cultivator. Mart Eckert came & gave



Virgil Winchell & I front porch hair cut. Virgil stayed till
Addie came back for him 6 o’clock. Ollie & I had a good
pick up supper & she went to bed. I finished & sent letter
to E. H. Munch.

June 13, Tuesday — 62/7 a.m.   60/11:30 p.m.  Abrupt
change from yesterday, chilly – foggy misty & during
p.m. thunder shower again developed. We really got a
nice soaking in rain for an hour or so & continued  lightly
thru the evng. foggy & inky black. This is our locally best
rain in 3 weeks. Had fire in kitchen for a change.
Did daily routine – Cut grass for feeding worked awhile
in the garden after mail came. Harry & Marie Siemsen
came & spent the afternoon. We took a misty foggy ride
up over the Bostock- Boiceville Road & visited the
secluded out of the way Coons family cemetery. A new
Legion flag was on pioneer John Coons grave. Several
stones tipped over or broken by vandals. We went on up
the mtn road & visited the Winchell cemetery( as I have
on so many occasions) then on down off the mtn & over
Ridge Road to 28 & thence home to 28A. Harry also
played guitar & sang folk songs. Ollie & I had a good hot
supper – she went to bed. I wrote long letter to Julia
Rhoades about our cemetery visit. 

June 14, Wednesday — 56/7 a.m.    64/11 p.m. Continued
much as yesterday – fog less dense – overcast no
sunshine. Light misty rain continued in night. We had a
few mid day sprinkles.
I worked some in garden, set out 5 more tomatoes &
plated 4 hills Kentucky Wonder pole beans – also sythed



off the uncut front yard. Mart Eckert called p.m.. Had
early evng call from scout leader Tom Fickus of Shokan
on Longyear Road in regard to arrangements for Labor
Day picnic. Ollie & I a good Hungry Jack & sausage
supper. She went to bed – I wrote to Vernon Beatty.

June 15, Thursday — 58/7 a.m.   75/11 p.m. Warm &
humid. Lowery, murk & sunshine, a heavy mid p.m.
thunder shower banged away south from behind High
Point, another went around north & east. Faired away
evng with mellow full half moon high over South
mountain.
I had a discouraging & distasteful job planting in potatoes
due to hot weather & poor sprouting in the 3 patches,
some places rotted or gone entirely. Albert Fox Sr called
p.m. & brat my wrist watch he repaired without charge.
Ollie gave him an armful of red rhubarb. Ollie & I had a
good shad & boiled spud supper. Alex Adami called evng
in regard to memorial service and told of his experiences
overseas in world war I.

June 16, Friday — 68/7 a.m.  68/12 p.m.   Hot lowery,
humid, afternoon & evng thunder showers. We had a 10
minute squirt mid p.m. A flashing banging storm worked
around back of High Point evng.
It’s too hot & humid to do more than really necessary .
This p.m. I worked in garden wheel cultivated thru the



potatoes – of the 4 rows along top of garden there’s not
enough sprouted to fill out a row. After a good ham &
mashed potato supper, we including Harlow went after
eggs to Henry Merrihew’s 6 doz pullet @ .30 paid. Arthur
Snyder 85, retired prop. of the Traver Hollow Inn, died
this a.m. in Catskill Hosp. He was visiting his daughter
Mrs Merton Cady & family in Hensonville. His wife
Mabel Snyder died in early Dec 1941. His 2 year older
brother Joe died — years ago. Mid p.m. we had a 10 min
rain, heavier south.

June 17, Saturday – 66/7 a.m.  70/11 p.m.   Continued hot
& humid – Lowery. Thunder showers continued p.m. &
evng – south wind. A heavy one worked around south
p.m. & this evng,.  storms were general. Lightening
almost incessant & we got some rain & wind. Thunder &
lightening continued into the night.
Drawed load manure over on woods pile a.m.. This p.m.
wheel cultivated in garden. We had a light supper. Noble
Guard Alex Adami took Ollie & I to the annual IOOF
memorial service, held for the first time in the lodge
rooms. Only a small turnout of 16 in a combined IOOF
Rebekah service. I had the job of chaplain and Virginia
Samsen presided for the Rebekah part.
Mrs Mary Bessmer 93 weakened by the heat &
exhausting physical condition found dead in her Brodhead
ancestral  home by her neighbor Mrs Arlene Tisch and
son Jerry. They called 7 p.m. & found Mrs Beesmer lying
on her bed. Dr Jackheimer & Gormley undertaker
assumed death came during p.m. 182nd anniversary of
battle of Bunker Hill.



June 18, Sunday — 66/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m. Gloomy –
overcast. Thunder showers developed at noon & went
around both ways. We had nice rains & brief downpours,
continued into evng.
Other than chores a lazy day. Ollie invited Harlowe
McLean for my Father’s Day supper. Delicious meat loaf,
potato salad & especial favorites. She went to bed & I
read papers & wrote Vernon Beatty. Mary Bessmer”s
funeral to be held Wed. a.m. at Gormley’s at Phoenicia.
Last evng at 10:30 lightening hit tv aerial entered the
house and caused $200 damage as Reg & Elsie Davis &
their daughter Mr & Mrs Joe Blackman sat at kitchen
table playing cards. They were deafened for 10 minutes
but not injured also minor damage was done at Oliver
Crawford’s when lightening hit the service line.

June 19, Monday – 56/7 a.m.   54/11 p.m. Rained most of
night also this forenoon. Ground pretty well soaked &
streams flushed up – cool. A clearing trend developed late
p.m. Clear - still - chilly tonite. Moon in south nearing
full.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I attended Chester Arthur
Snyder’s funeral 10 a.m. at Lasher’s in Woodstock. The
rooms were pretty well filled with members of the family,
relatives and friends. A touching eulogy was given by his
son-in-law Rev. Merton S. Cady of Hensonville, many
floral tributes. Bearers were close friends, Supervisor



Lester S Davis, Joe Steinlauf, Robert Wenzel and John
Daly. Interment in Tongore cemetery with a dismal rain
falling. We shopped at A&P store, purchases 8.45 –
included box each of pepper & celery plants which I set
out this p.m. also re-planted potatoes along top of garden.
We had a good supper & as usual Ollie went to bed.
Rec’d card from Mariam showing aerial view Rock of
Gibralter. 

June 20, Tuesday – 54/7 a.m.   62/11 p.m.  Cloudy- cool-
wind light northerly. Did daily chore routine & planted
squash seed in potatoes & sweet corn. 
This p.m.. Ollie & I went with Harlowe McLean to
Gormley’s in Phoenicia & paid respects to Mrs Mary
Beesmer. Later Ollie & I went to Olive Bridge & called
on Reggie Davis who gave me some wonderful sweet
corn to plant. On way back we stopped briefly to see Ruth
Rosengren. We had a good supper. Ollie went to bed I
was tired & took a nap.

June 21, Wednesday — 56/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m. Pleasant
ideal sunny – some cloudiness – wind off reservoir.
Longest day of year.
My main job was working over & marking out and
planting 6 rows of “Wonderful” sweet corn next to 1st

planting in north end of garden – fertilized with 5/10/5 &
garden lime a handful to a hill dug in with 3 beans to a
hill. Planted potatoes at both ends. 
Addie & Virgil Winchell called awhile p.m.. We had a
hurry up supper. Full moon rose hazy 10 p.m. in deep
south.



June 22, Thursday — 37/7 a.m.   66/12 p.m. Cloudy
murky – atmosphere became dark & heavy latter p.m.
with developing heavy area thunder storms & torrential
downpours. For the first in years the garden was flooded
with run off – over 1 ½ inches rain fell – later the sun
broke thru briefly. Dark still evng.
I worked in garden with wheel cultivator, planted part row
of stringless green pod beans. The Kingston - Hurley area
had a severe flooding wind & electric storm. In Hurley
just off 209 the large venerable frame barn on the Parnett
property near Siller Beef Co. was struck & burned by
lightening 6 p.m. The huge building was leveled in an
hour. The lightening hit twice within a few minutes. 16
calves, a large quantity of baled hay, machinery etc were
lost. Elderly Mr & Mrs Parnette have owned the farm 40
years & rented previously several.

June 23, Friday — 66/7 a.m.   66/11 p.m. Rained some in
night, was murky warm humid with showers this
forenoon. A partial clearing trend developed p.m. & was
hazily starlight tonight. Forecast thunder showers failed to
develop.
A lazy day to wet to work in garden which is soaked. Did
routine & cut grass for fodder. Ollie pretty much rested.
We had a good supper. She went to bed & I had a nap &
then got around & wrote card to Grayce Adrens Ellis.
Accord Farmers truck brat 5 bags Crunchy cow feed p.m.



20.87 paid after 1.55 credit for bags & 2% discount.
Mother & Dad’s wedding day. They were married 8 p.m.
in the west end front room or parlor in her ancestral home
by Rev. Bergen, Shokan Dutch Reformed pastor. It was
rainy and they were serenaded under the enclosed porch
by the Shokan Band of which Pa played the trombone.
Their wedding trip was a next day & overnight visit at his
father’s Alva Fuller Davis’ home in Shokan.

June 24, Saturday — 64/7 a.m.   68/11 p.m.  A mid 80
day.   Hot humid lowery – southerly wind. Partly cloudy –
clearing pleasantly cooler evng.
Did usual routine – too hot for comfort. Took load
manure over in woods. Harry & Marie Siemsen came
during p.m. & had supper with us. We had a pleasant
visit. Harry entertained with his guitar playing and
singing. Cornelia & Dick Herrington and 16 year old
Ellen are spending the night at Bishop’s with their trailer.
Harry took color pictures of the laurel down in the cow 
pasture.

June 25, Sunday — 66/7 A.m.   64/11 p.m.   Continued
lowery humid southerly wind. A blustery driving brief
drenching widespread thunder shower developed quickly
from the north 2:30 p.m. Followed by cooling temperature
tinged off early fall. Dark overcast evng. The downpour
briefly flooded the garden.
Did daily routine & otherwise we both rested & tried to
keep comfortable, till storm came & soon after George &
Katherine Carr called, they would have staid for supper,
but Jeanne had invited Ollie & I over to Ledgerock for a



supper visit. Got back 10 o’clock & finished chores. Mr
and Mrs  Robert and Lillian Pleasants of Turner Road
held their 25yh wedding anniversary celebration.

June 26, Monday — 52/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m.   Soft brilliant
early summer. Pleasantly cool – wind light --cloudless,
still, chilly evng tinged with a reminder of autumn.
Did daily routine. Re-mowed & cleaned up in 3
wheelbarrow loads, double swath of grass along lower
side of garden & rock Planted several hills Kentucky
Wonder pole beans in south end of garden. Harlowe
McLean called mid p.m. Ollie & I had a good supper &
she went to bed & I had a nap then got around awhile 10
o’clock & wrote card Mrs Currier.

June 27, Tuesday — 48/6:30 a.m.   62/11 p.m.    Brilliant
warm hay drying weather – cloudless morning and evng.
Did usual routine. I wheel cultivated in the garden awhile
this a.m. and again after supper. Ollie & I made a
Kingston shopping trip with Harlowe McLean, both ways
via Hurley mtn route. We noted the rain drenched & some
low places flooded on the sweet corn flats but had
considerably dried when we returned. Rec’d long
interesting letter from Lottie Stacknowitz. This is my
daughter Cornelia’s 49th birthday & also 53 anniversary of
my steam roller gear accident badly mangling my right
hand on the Ashokan dyke building work, near north end



of the dyke. I spent about 3 weeks in the camp hospital
under care of Dr JV Hibbard & Dr Knapp.

June 28, Wednesday — 54/7 a.m.   62/11 p.m.  Variable
hazy cloudiness southerly day wind – became warm &
humid – calm evng.
I hand cultivated & hoed in garden both a.m. and after
supper. This p.m. we took part load manure over in
woods, then got Major hooked to mowing machine and
cut a strip along back of garage & corner chicken yard,
also went over most of the yard except in front. The grass
was green and damp & hard to cut. We had a good
supper. Ollie went to bed & I worked in garden. Rec’d
letter Julia Rhoades – they had been on the mountain
cleaning out John’s old machinery etc & personal
accumulations over long passing years.

June 29, Thursday — 53/7 a.m.   56/11 p.m.  Pleasant
temperatures somewhat humid with variable overcast
looked showery p.m. but only a few sprinkles.
Other than chores I kept busy –  cut & cleaned up grass in
chicken yard, wheel cultivated & hoed in garden, sweet
corn and south end potatoes. This a.m. we wrote reply
letter to Julia Rhoades. Customarily had a good supper,
Ollie went to bed & I wrote to Vernon Beatty. Rec’d a
strongly religious letter from Norah saying she is in Utica
State Hospital. I can only offer a guess as the reason.

June 30, Friday — 56/7 a.m.  62/11 p.m. Dismal cool day
& evng. Had nice rain this forenoon, Harlowe McLean



gauged 2/10 in. for the now ending month 4 in. – 
Delaware Co 7 in.
I rested some on couch – did some odds and end jobs here
& there. I feel tired & just have to make myself keep
going. Ollie made a dish of delicious macaroni and cheese
supper, she went to bed & I had a nap. In Phoenicia news
Margaretville paper states Ralph Longyear is in Lake Hill
Nursing home.

July 1, Saturday — 58/7 a.m.   70/12 p.m. Hot lowery
humid southerly wind. Variable   murk and sunshine. Still
evng with a few stars overhead. Typical August weather.
Other than routine I worked in the garden – set 7 more
bean poles & planted 4 short rows sweet corn, beans in
the south end of garden. Also took load manure over on
woods heap & cleaned up the past cured hay behind barn.
Ollie prepared a delicious ham omelet and macaroni
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had a bath then hit the couch
till near 12:30.

Newspaper clipping   6/27/67

                                                    Great Big Opening Sale
                                                   At Winchell’s corner
store
                                                        Shokan, N.Y. 
July 1-2-3-4



   9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Including all kinds of old things:
round tables, chests, etc, lots of glassware, old tools,
books, old stoves, brass and copper, old furniture, quilts,
frames, old beds, paintings, artifacts, antiques, crockery
and many practical things.

July 2, Sunday — 66/7 a.m.   72/11 p.m.   Continued
lowery, humid southerly wind —  Similar to yesterday
variable murk and sunshine. Showers forecast tonight —
gloomy dark quarter of the moon  – new July 7th. Started
raining lightly.
Did chore routine spent considerable time on couch. Mart
Eckert called early p.m. Harlowe McLean had supper with
us. Ollie as usual went to bed. I started writing up some
scanty Freeman news . My oomph is gone.
Ollie talked with Jean Smith at Ledgerock, Jeanne &
Victor Chavez are with them. Robert is painting the
house. The 1967 Outdoor Art Exhibition at the Olive
Library held yesterday & today. There are 32 exhibitors,
$70. realized by serving lunches.

July 3, Monday —    64/7 a.m. 62/11 p.m. Had ½ in. rain
during night. Serene – storms up state with wind. Started
breaking away during a.m. quite sunny p.m. warm –
humid. Fair pleasantly cool evng.
Garden to wet to work in. Did chore routine & little else.
We had a surprize pleasant front porch visit during latter
p.m. by Vernon Beatty of Stone Ridge. Ollie made a
delicious strawberry short cake for supper, she went to
bed. I laid out on front porch couch awhile & enjoyed the
early evng serenity.



July 4, Tuesday — 56/7 a.m.    64/11 p.m. A pleasant
temperatured 4th of July. A spotted day, partial cloudiness
& sunshine. The overcast thickened latter p.m. with
evening thunder showers developing – and worked
around south. Had 4/10 in. rain.
Harlowe McLean helped me go thru the potatoes and
most of the garden with shovel plow a.m. This p.m. I took
partial load manure over on woods pile then after a rest I
did a big job hoeing up the uneven growth of potatoes due
to re-planting. Ollie prepared a delicious roast chicken
supper. She as usual went to bed & I had a nap. Truly a
quiet 4th occasional forbidden firecrackers were
sporadically launched off.
 Robert Merrihew 64, of 28A & Brodhead Road died of a
heart attack at his home this morning about 9 0'clock. The
Charles Reinhard family, Bishops caretaker moved from
the barn apartment down on 28A into the newly
completed house built over the cement block building
after 6 mos.

July 5, Wednesday — 58/7 a.m.   54/12 p.m.    Cool -
cloudy with occasional sprinkle showers – wind trend
northerly. Partial clearing was developing latter p.m.
Starlight late evng - real chilly.
Cut green hay for night feeding did chore routine and split
and piled wood p.m. & green after supper. Rec’d letter
Grayce Ellis sent card Vernon Beatty this a.m. Harlowe



McLean called during p.m.. I also wrote letter Lottie
Stackowitz.

July 6, Thursday — 54/7 a.m.  54/12 p.m. Pleasant
weather – considerable cloudiness with developing bright
afternoon sunshine – wind light northerly – starlight chilly
evng.
I worked some in garden. Ollie did some small planting &
weeding p.m. I rested some on couch – split & piled wood
did chores etc. Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty. Wrote to
Norah Herrington this a.m. at Utica State Hosp & tonight
a long letter to Mrs Knorph. This date 1868 my dear
mother was born in her ancestral home, now submerged
beneath the reservoir. In this house her father Martin H
Crispell spent 76 years of his life.

July 7, Friday — 50/7 a.m.   70/11 p.m.   Hazy - lowery -
humid August weather. However the p.m. was generally
sunny & hay curing weather, pleasantly cool breezy
starlight evng.
Did daily routine. This p.m. Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I
went to Lasher’s Parlors attending 3 o’clock funeral
service for Robert J. Merrihew in charge of retired Rev.
Wm R. Peckham, who delivered a highly appropriate
eulogy. There were numerous elegant floral tributes and a
surprising number signed the register. Interment in old
section of Tongore Cemetery. On way back we paid a
short visit on Ralph Longyear ( having sold his home on
Jay St, Phoenicia and is staying at Lake Hill Nurding
Home). We had a pleasant evng call by Mr & Mrs Cliff
Granes and his brother-in-law Clyde Birdie down from



Allegheny Co, staying at Cottage Buckhorn. In
Woodstock we shopped at A&P.

July 8, Saturday — 64/7 a.m.   66/12 p.m.   Hazy - hot -
humid southerly day wind. Sunny with thicker overcast
developing latter p.m. Still dark evng. It’s mid 80 August
weather.
Not much accomplished other than daily routine, cutting
& wheeling in grass for feeding. Planted ½ row stringless
green Wonder beans & split & piled some wood. Ollie
cleaned the floors, made rhubarb pie & had good supper.
The County Democratic Committee tonite met at the
County Courthouse and elected Dr Gerald P. Gorman,
County Chairman, over present 2nd term incumbent
attorney Aaron Klein 91 - 50 thus McCardle rec’d 21
votes.

July 9, Sunday — 66/7 a.m.   72/11 p.m.   Hot lowery still
hazy mostly overcast with a 6 a.m. brief thunder shower
that worked around south.
It certainly is sticky weather. Later another shower went
down over the east side of the reservoir. Did daily routine
cut and wheeled in green hay for night feeding. Harlowe
McLean called latter p.m.. The unfavorable harvest
weather parallels the haying of 1947. The garden had a
nice rain from both showers. Clifford Graves came & we
visited on front porch.



July 10, Monday — 64/7 a.m.   68/11 p.m.   Continuing
sticky- hot- humid -cloudy a.m. with a 12 noon thunder
shower working down back of High Point followed by 2
hours of hot sunshine, then thunder showers again
developed & we had nice 5 o’clock rain – bad for hay but
great for gardens.
Harlowe McLean came this morning & we partly re-
placed the hay tedder tongue with a pair of phils as the
shower took ominous he went home. To hot to work this
p.m. I took it easy on couch. Did chores & split wood
awhile after supper. Sent letter to Vernon Beatty.

July 11, Tuesday — 66/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m.  Cloudy humid
– a drenching garden flooding widespread thunder storm
drifted up from the south 4 o’clock and poured for about
an hour. This was followed by an evening of downpours
thunder & lightening for two hours – at 11 p.m. the Jacky
Brook & Bushkill is roaring.
Harlowe McLean came this morning & we finished
putting a set of phils in the hay tedder. The tongue was a
dated re-placement of June 30, 1957. He charged $5.00
Paid.  Had an early p.m. call by Glen Marlatt of Traver
Hollow who agreed to harvest my hay for ½ . He has a
bailer & 7ft tractor mower. As weather permits he is now
working at the hay on the Linder estate, formerly
Breuchaud’s. High Point Springs Farm. Ollie & I took
load manure over in woods. We had a good supper &
despite the radio static I laid on couch & kept tuned to the
15 inning All Star Game ending 11 o’clock, won by
National league 2 - 1.There were 30 strike outs an all time
record since 1933 also longest played game 3 hours - 19



min. The game was played in the American Leagues park
Aneheim Cal. Angels home ground.

July 12, Wednesday — 66/7 a.m.   66/11 p.m.  Rained
along in night. Continued hot & humid somewhat breezy.
Mostly cloudy thru a.m. clearing trend developed & sunny
p.m. again became overcast evng.
The garden is soupy. Did usual routine – cut & wheeled in
grass for fodder. Had callers p.m. Mart Eckert, Addie
Winchell and Mary Palen same time. We had usual good
supper. Ollie went to bed, not feeling good. I laid on
couch and kept tuned in Exhibition game for benefit of
Sandlot Boys clubs, attendance over 31,000 between the
Mets NL and Yankees at Yankee Stadium. Won by Mets
4 – 0 their 4th straight annual win. 
Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty & card Lottie Stacknowitz.
The County Republican Committee met tonight at the
sweltering court house and unanimously elected atty John
C. Sterley Co. Chairman to succeed Assemblyman
Kenneth Wilson of Woodstock who is retiring after 10
years.

July 13, Thursday — 64/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.    Another 90
degree day. Partly cloudy but mostly sunny – calm - hot &
humid. Partly cleared – growing moon ½ tonight.
Not much accomplished principally routine. I hopefully
repaired a leaky place along front porch roof by south end



down spout.. This has been a leak problem for many
years. Cut & wheeled in grass for feeding. Rec’d letter
from Julia Rhoades, Tuesday was her birthday. Charles R.
Sickler 65, of Van Steenbergh Lane, Shokan, died
suddenly of heart attack as he had been admitted to
Benedictine to undergo surgery for lump in his throat. He
was a 23 year retired Board of Water Supply policeman. 

July 14, Friday — 62/6 a.m.  66/11 p.m.   Variably cloudy
humid - occasional brief sunshine. We had a mid p.m.
sprinkle that dropped over S.Mountain and rained again
this evng.
Did daily routine cut & wheeled in grass for feeding.
Rested some on couch, not much pep. Had a late p.m. &
evng touch of stomach ache & headache. Harlowe
McLean was a supper guest on the occasion of his 74th

birthday. We gave him a special greeting card & 2 crisp
new dollar bills. He is appreciative & brat six pack Black
Label beer. Ollie as usual went to bed early & I laid down
till near 11 o’clock. Wrote cards Vernon Beatty, Grayce
Ellis & Julia Rhoades.

July 15, Saturday — 66/7 a.m.  64/12 p.m. Still- cloudy -
dismal - cool with intermittent light rains day and evng.
My stomach upset & achy all day. This p.m.. Harlowe
McLean, Ollie & I went to Woodstock with the Plymouth
& shopped at the A&P market then went to Lasher’s
Parlors and paid respectful tribute to Charles R. Sickler,
besides his widow quite a number of relatives and friends
were present and signed the register. The visiting hours
were 3-9. At 6:30 Addie & Virgil Winchell came for



supper and a good one & spent the night. We visited till
near mid-night. After supper Virgil & I took a walk up to
the corner & noted Jacky Brook running freely and Larry
Kelders dam running over. The past few summers it was
bone dry.

July 16, Sunday — 62/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m. Cool-still-
cloudy- threatening a.m. Clearing- pleasant warm p.m. &
cloudless evng with moon plump.
Did chore routine. My stomach upset that hit me Friday
p.m. is letting up today but spent considerably time on
couch. Addie & Virgil spent the day with us and left for
home after supper & a good one. Funeral service for
Charles R. Sickler in Ashokan M.E. Church 3 p.m.
Interment in Tongore Cemetery.

July 17, Monday —   56/7 a.m.   64/ p.m.  Warm humid –
continued lowery August weather– still & considerable
p.m. sunshine, clear evng but moon hazily red – then
clouded over.
Did daily routine cut and wheeled in grass hay for
feeding. Cultivated some in garden & planted row of
beans adjoining the rhubarb & where the current bushes
used to be. My belly aches – virus is it? Came back on me
evng. Wrote card to Vernon Beatty. Harlowe McLean
records 4 inches rain this month and 20 inches since 1st

April. Weather forecasters look for more heavy rains.



July 18, Tuesday — 62/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.   Continuation
of warm humid lowery weather. Overcast gloomy & sun
showed faintly awhile p.m. Had light late p.m. shower -
cleared evng with nearing full moon hazily red – later
murked out.
No hay weather. Did daily routine. Drawed load manure
over on woods pile. My tummy ache virus still annoying.
Cut and wheeled in hay for feeding. As usual we had a
good supper & Ollie went to bed. Rec’d letters from
Vernon Beatty and Grayce Ellis. Wrote him tonite & card
to Julia Rhoades. Rec’d card from Mariam showing
picture of the famous Brenner Pass with R. R. yards &
habitations.

July 19, Wednesday  — 64/7 a.m.    70/7 p.m.   Continued
hot and lowery & humid. However the sun shone thru the
haze all day.
Did usual routine. Early p.m. Harlowe, Ollie & I went
over to Henry Merrihew’s for eggs. Got 6 doz pullets
@.30 paid. 1.80.
Harold Constable 68, July 15th, who made his home at the
former John Bell family residence on High Point road was
found slumped over in chair on kitchen porch, practically
dead about 11 a.m. by Mart Eckert 93, who stopped to
pick Harold up. He went to the near by Larry Shurter
home to phone for help. Harold was beyond awakening.
Supervisor Lester S Davis & Joe Winkler answered the
call, relayed by Mrs  Mavis Shurter from the Olive Bridge
grill where Mart Eckert proceeded, there being no one
home at Shurters. After a coroner’s investigation the
deceased was taken to the Gormley’s funeral home in



Phoenicia. He was a veteran of world war II & had been
in poor health for years & was several times in Albany
Veteran’s Hosp.

July 20, Thursday — 62/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m. Hot sunny tho
somewhat hazy, not so humid as yesterday. This morning
a damp light breeze came from the reservoir. Fair evng –
cooler & moon in deep south – nearly full. 
This was quite a good hay curing day, one of the very few
in 3 weeks. I did daily routine — re-bugged the potatoes,
sprinkled garden lime on the 2 rows of tomatoes as the
meandering deer nipped a few bites last nite. – cut and
wheeled in fresh hay. 29 years a go 11:30 a.m. I lost the
little finger on my left hand & partially cripped the 2 next
in a hay mow pulley accident in the hay filled east mow of
our barn. I wrote a Freeman news copy this a.m.

July 21, Friday — 64/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m. Warm - humid -
murky with an afternoon and evening of thunder showers
from the south. We had a cracking noon time downpour
and a lighter rain latter p.m.
I did daily routine, wheeled in grass for feeding. Weeded
one row onions this a.m. We went over to Joe Caulfield’s
garage mid p.m. to get brakes adjusted – later made a
second trip, had left front flat tire on way back. Mart
Eckert called late p.m. & told us of his find of Harold
Constable slumped dead on porch chair at his home.



Harlowe  Mclean went to Middlebury Vermont to visit
several days with his nephew Gordon Majar and family.

July 22, Saturday 62/7 a.m.  62/11 p.m. Some hot
morning sunshine at intervals followed by a long
drenching driving thunder storm with hail noon time from
High Point direction with by passing area showers all
p.m. We had lighter rain latter p.m. – chilly damp evng
with stars dim.
Water stands in Bishops field across the driveway. Ollie
& I went with Addie & Virgil Winchell to Phoenicia &
attended Harold Constasble’s funeral 10 a.m. at
Gormley’s in charge of Rev. Geo. Moody M.E.  Minister.
The casket was flag draped. We went with the cortege to
the interment in south side of Mt Pleasant Cemetery. He
was buried in a one grave plot. 18 were present at the
service including Mr Gormley and the minister. 
Last nite the deer were in the garden again & eat off the
tops of a number of tomatoes – also nipped the pole &
bush lima beans. Rec’d letter Mrs Knorph.

July 23. Sunday — 62/7 a/.m.  68/12 p.m. Same stagnated
lowery weather with some sunshine before becoming   - -
- - - - over & little rain & wind from thunder shower
working around south at eventide.
Did daily routine & cut & wheeled in 2 loads hay for
feeding. No callers today. We had a good supper, Ollie
went to bed & I spent the evng writing letters to Lottie
Stacknowitz and Vernon Beatty. Rested some on couch
during day. The town of Olive Republican club clambake
was successfully held at spacious Town garage yesterday



p.m. due to being rained out in the adjoining picnic grove.
About 150 tickets were sold at &7.00 each. The serving
was highly commended.

July 24, Monday — 64/7 a.m.    74/11 p.m.   Cloudy
warm & humid – southerly wind & occasional sprinkles –
late evng shower.
Did daily routine – cut and wheeled in hay for feeding &
weeded the second row of onions. We also went down to
Joe Caufiled’s garage the have brakes re-adjusted.

July 25, Tuesday — 66/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m.   More showers
in night. The day was generally sunny hot & humid. A
quickie thunder shower came from South Mtn 6 p.m..It
rained till it clattered, using an old expression.
Did usual routine. We went down to garage & had flat tire
fixed $1.– paid. I cut & wheeled in grass for fodder –
weeded some in garden. Harlowe McLean came back
from his over weekend trip to Middlebury,  Vt. and had
supper with us. He reports haying pretty well done &
weather quite dry & beautiful dairy country& large farms.
I wrote card tonite to Mt Simon Richmond in Hobart.

July 26, Wednesday — 64/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.   The day
was for a change without rain & quite warm and humid,



generally sunny with northerly wind. High part cloudiness
– clear cool evng.
Did usual routine. Cut and got in fresh cut hay for fodder,
sprayed the potatoes and took load manure over on woods
pile. Ollie defrosted the refrigerator. All considered quite
a work day. Ollie went to bed after supper. I wrote
Freeman news copy. Word was received today that
Francis Conro 73, who grew up in Brodhead was a
nephew of the late Will – Frank – & Maggie Jordan.

July 27, Thursday — 60/7 a.m.   70/11 p.m. Variable
cloudiness but generally sunny. Warm humid southerly
wind – dark cloudy evng.
Fairly favorable hay curing weather & tho bottom is wet
and would be difficult to cut with a horse drawn mowing
machine. Did daily chore routine but little accomplished.
Harlowe Mclean brat a mess of wax beans this p.m.. Later
Ollie & I by request called on Mr & Mrs Ed Neuser near
the foot of schoolhouse hill. Rec’d letter & picture of E.H.
Munch.

July 28, Friday — 70/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.   Messy – rainy
most of the day. Dark chilly evng. A few stars out late.
Not much accomplished just chore routine. To rainy to
weed in garden. We went down to P.O.  mid p.m. Wrote
several cards to Ruth Rosengren – Her brother Joe Miles
52 of Staten Island died of cancer Monday. Funeral
yesterday. Ollie had a good variety supper. Tonite I wrote
letter Mrs Currier. Rec’d letter E. H. Munch yesterday
with their pictures taken in back yard flower garden. I
wrote reply and sent this a.m.



July 29, Saturday — 60/7 a.m.   66/11 p.m.  Warm –
humid mostly cloudy – mid p.m. thunder shower went
down over east side, followed later by a downpour from
High Point.
 Did just daily routine, cut & got in feeding hay. Mart
Eckert came p.m. & cut my hair. Later by request Ollie &
I made a call on Mr & Mrs Ed Neuser. His bro-in-law Mr
& Mrs James Reid & his mother were there. Mr Reid is
interested in buying an adjoining piece of land from Ollie.
Don C. Van Etten 94, native of Samsonville died after
long illness at Orthmann’s sanitarium in Kingston.
The giant U.S. airplane carrier Forrestal was nearly sunk
off North Viet Nam by fire & explosions that took the
lives of 145 crewman killed & missing & 64 injured – 26
jet planes were destroyed & jettisoned overboard with
losses of at least 70 million & 20 more for damage to the
ship. The greatest naval disaster since W.W.2.

July 30, Sunday — 66/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m. Sticky warm
lowery – still. Thunder showery all around p.m. & early
evng – we had little rain. A few stars showed dimly
tonight. The east side had 2 heavy showers.
Did chore routine & little else. Harlowe McLean called
a.m. We had good supper, mashed potatoes & wax beans
& tuna fish salad. Mrs Gloria Lambert called early evng
& we sat on front porch and watched the towering cloud
formations of distant showers. Ollie went to bed. I wrote



to Vernon Beatty. There was a serious Negro riot last nite
in Newburg. The Rev. Waller A. White a one time pastor
1944- 1955 was the speaker at the a.m. service in the
Olive Shokan - Baptist church. Negro riots up and down
the Hudson river have become frequent in Albany -
PoKeepsie - Mt Vernon - & Newark as well as country
wide.

July 31, Monday — 60/7 a.m. 68/11 p.m.   For a change
no showers today. Unusually seemingly hot and humid
p.m. with considerable sunshine. Cloudy still tonite with
general midnight thunder showers & we got a drencher.
Did usual routine – cut & wheeled in hay for feeding.
This p.m. Ollie & I did a weeding job in the garden
despite the dizzyling sticky heat.
Second night of serious Negro rioting in Newburgh.
Wrote Grayce Ellis tonite. We had an excellent supper
boiled spuds – veal steak – beet greens.

August 1, Tuesday — 62/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.  Continued
hot not quite so humid as yesterday. A black cap of clouds
over High Point with fog ascended S. Mtn – gave way to
mostly sunny p.m. and starlight evng.
Cut hay would have cured fairly good p.m. Did the usual
routine, cut and wheeled in hay for feeding. To hot to
work in garden p.m. Tonite I wrote Vernon Beatty.

August 2, Wednesday — 60/ 7 a.m.  68/11 p.m. Sunny
soft southerly wind & cloudiness developed during mid
p.m. and the atmosphere thick and humid. Heavy dark
showers passed to the north and at 6 o'clock we shared in



a downpour of non lengthy duration. Dark humid still
evng There was a dismal looking shower over the upper
east side.
I weeded in the garden & did some digging up for the row
of swiss chard. This p.m. we drawed out load manure &
got in the quite cured hay cut yesterday & hooked Major
on the machine and mowed a small chunk. We had a
delicious lamb stew and boiled potato supper. Ollie went
to bed. I wrote on front porch awhile & took a nap, 10
o’clock got going again. Wrote belated birthday card and
letter to Mariam & enclosing June & July $100.00 checks
for Daisy’s maintenance.

August 3, Thursday — 66/7 a.m.  70/11 p.m.  6 o’clock
thunder shower, continued thundering & rainy most of
morning. Warm & sticky p.m. with a little feeble
sunshine. Dark still evng.
A do nothing day. This p.m. Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I
went on a shopping trip to Woodstock, mostly A&P. We
went thru Wittenberg both ways. We saw several fields of
hay lying in the ------.
We had a usual good supper. Ollie went to bed. I wrote to
Lottie Stacknowitz.

August 4, Friday — 72/7 a.m.  64/12 p.m.   It rained
without effort this morning followed by hot humid p.m.
sunshine, then murked over and we got an all direction



drenching thunder storm for part of evng 1 inch precip – a
pitch dark night.
More wasted weather or is it? Did daily routine. Wheeled
in cut hay, sythed off another chunk. Rested some on
couch & thus filled out the day. We had a good supper
boiled potatoes and wax beans. Ollie tired and went to
bed. After the rain I finished out the evng writing letter to
Mrs widow Ben Shultis of Wittenberg.

August 5, Saturday ---- 72/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.  For a
change it didn’t rain. Warm & humid with general
cloudiness. Partially cleared p.m.  – Colder tonight &
overcast.
Did the usual routine. Glen Marlatt and assistant William
Van Leuvan called around noon in regard to starting hay
cutting but when and until there is a drying weather
change there is no incentive. Late p.m. we had a call by
John Lambert, now starting a 2 week vacation. Ollie & I
had a delicious cooked kraut & boiled potato supper. She
went to bed – I went out on front porch couch till
darkness felt & the view faded.
Bob & Mariam & son Robert 3rd arrived in New York this
a.m. on the ship Bremen from their 6 weeks 30th wedding
anniversary vacation trip to Europe. They arrived this
evng at Ledgerock with Jeanne Chavez to spend the over
weekend with Jean & Robert Smith.

August 6, Sunday — 58.7 a.m.  62/11 p.m. Pleasant
weather – didn’t rain – warm, southerly day wind.
Variable cloudiness & bright sunshine – chilly cloudless
still evng.



I sold Glen Marlatt my milk fed Jersey -Angus brown
heifer calf weighing 183 paid cash $55.00
This p.m. a family group held a cook out picnic party
under the Hickories. Present were Jean & Robert L.
Smith, Bob & Mariam Longyear & son Robert &
daughter Jeanne Chavez, Victor was unable to come due
to preparing for examinations. A special aspect was Bob
Longyear’s 53 birthday. Ollie made her full share of
preparations.

August 7 Monday — 64/11 p.m.   Cool cloudless this
morning followed by variable shadows & warm humid
sunshine. Became overcast evng.
Did daily routine. I made a row in garden & Ollie planted
spinach. This p.m. I mowed for 3rd time a lush border strip
all along east and north side of rock. I first pulled back the
row of rank pre-pumpkin vines growing in potatoes. I
pulled a stem and we had our first red new ones for
supper. Ollie went to bed and after a nap I did some
interesting reading in my 1842 History of NY State. I
found a detailed account of the execution by hanging of
the British Major John Andre at Tappan, also his burial &
subsequent removal of the bones in 1831 that were sent to
England for re-interment. 
Mariam called up this morning from Ledgerock as they
were about to leave for the city. I was doing chores so



missed talking with her, I finished & sent letter to Julia
Rhoades. I got 8 qts milk this a.m. from Bubbles.

August 8, Tuesday — 64/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m.   Warm -
humid - lowery - wind south – hazily sunny. Had brief 7
p.m. shower – later stars out.
Poor hay curing weather. The bottom growth is thick and
damp. I did usual routine - cut and wheeled in grass. Ollie
still tired out & as usual went to bed right after supper. I
had a long nap & got roused up near mid night.

August 9, Wednesday — 64/7 a.m.   70/11 p.m.   Murky
dismal lowery – soft humid southerly day wind. We got a
6 p.m. shower for perhaps an hour. Dark & cloudy
tonight.
Did usual routine – cut & wheeled in grass for feeding,
cleaned up the border grass along lower side of garden.
Also we drawed one load manure. Ollie as usual went to
bed after supper. She didn’t do much today.

August 10, Thursday — 68/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m. Partly
cloudy – warm and humid. Variable wind – looked
showery to north latter p.m.. New moon evng over South
mtn nearing ½  – cooler evng lower humidity.
Another day of little done other than daily routine – cut
grass & wheeled in etc. Addie Winchell & son Raymond
Kelder called latter p.m. also Mart Eckert & he came back
later for jug milk. We had a light supper. Ollie went to
bed after Mart left & I took a bath.



August 11, Friday — 64/7 a.m.  58/11 p.m.  Brilliant
cloudless this a.m. air tinged of autumn. Partly cloudy
p.m. wind northerly – low humidity - clear chilly still
evng. Brilliant ½ moon low over South mtn.
Glen marlatt of Traver Hollow came about noon with 7 ft
cut Ford tractor and started mowing the front field but the
hay is so thick and heavy & damp that they gave it up and
cut the woods corner end, somewhat scraggily or sloppy
compared with my accustomed horse mowing. I did usual
routine & rested some on couch. Ollie went to bed soon
after supper. I had a nap & got going again later. Rec’d
card from Ada Bell mailed in Amhurst Ohio Aug.8th that
, she with her older son Elwyn ( my namesake) & wife
Mary, their daughter Dixie and family in 2 station wagons
& 5 children were en-route to Washington to attend
wedding Aug 12th of Elwyn Bell’s daughter Sandra to a
catholic service man, come here for call after going to
NYC to see Lottie Stacknowitz, before starting to Niagara
Falls. Rec’d letter from Mariam from NYC written 4 p.m.
Wed. before boarding plane for Mexico.

August 12, Saturday — 54/7 a.m.   58.11 p.m. The
weather was pleasantly temperaturely with variable
cloudiness – intervals of latter p.m. sunshine. The half
moon was a blur tonite & temp still & chilly.
I helped Glen Marlatt & helpers with the hay p.m. I got
one damp load with Major & we put it over the



woodshed. Marlatt raked winrows with his new 5 spoked
free wheel side delivery rake & square baled it except my
loose load. Ollie & I had a late supper. Daughter Cornelia,
Dick, & Ellen called on the Bishops latter p.m. Cornelia
& Ellen came to the barn to see me. They had been to see
Daisy.

August 13, Sunday — 54/7 a.m.  62/11 p.m. Cool light
easterly wind – generally cloudy. Dismal chill cloudy
evng. The Glen Marlatt haymakers were on the go to day
and made a clean up of the cut hay. 2 loads were put in
my east end barn mow and over 50 bales for storage, in a
truck load at his barn in Traver Hollow.. Mid p.m. we had
a call by Addie & Virgil Winchell & plans for having a
chicken supper with us but instead he got stung on the left
side of his head by a yellow jacket in by the pig pen end
of my chicken house, necessitating Addie taking him to
the Benedictine Hosp for treatments after which they
returned home to West Hurley. The attending Dr said he
had high blood pressure, but did not require a shot for the
sting. At early evng we had a brief visit by 2 station
wagon loads of Wyoming friends – Mrs Ada Bell - Lewis
Bell’s widow, their oldest son Elwyn (my namesake) with
his daughter Dixie Lee & husband Mr & Mrs Howard
Archer Jr and 5 children – Anthony, Jennie, Delwyn,
Virginia & Pamela. They were en-route home after
attending wedding in Washington D.C. of Elwyn’s
younger daughter Sandra Lou Bell & Jack Mc Murchy.
They had a brief visit with Lottie Stacknowitz.



August 14, Monday — 54/7 a.m.  58/12 p.m. Pleasant
weather, partly cloudy and good visibility . Cloudless cool
evng brilliant rounding moon — not much wind.
This morning early around 8 o’clock Harlowe McLean
went with Ollie & I over to Henry Merrihew’s & got a 70
lb Angus baby bull calf $15.00 paid. Also 6 doz eggs
@.30 paid. Later we had a call by Bertha Duloff and her
brother John Kersted retired U.S. Army 1st Sgt. With 30
years service. He entered the army as a member of
Kingston Co M at the beginning of WWII. He is now 68
and the proud owner of a 1963 Cadillac De Lux sedan, he
has both Florida & NY State drivers licenses. They brat ½
bu cucumbers for pickling & in return gave Bertha 6 qts
milk. After supper Will Van Leuven with his wife & 3 of
the boys came, he tried to cut some hay behind barn but
couldn’t make much headway it is so wet & tangled. We
learned this p.m. that Virgil Winchell’s high blood
pressure has subsided – was brat on by his unwarranted
worry yesterday over the bee sting on his head. I wrote
letter to Lottie Stacknowitz evng. Rec’d letter from
Mariam having returned to Mexico City.

August 15, Tuesday — 54/7 a.m. 56/12 p.m. Pleasant
weather – cloudless this morning with sunshine and
shadows following – cloudless serene evening with
glowing nearing full moon.



I kept working at the cut hay, forked it over, tedded and
finally raked it in winrows. Again after their supper the
Van Leuven group came and mowed another chunk of the
tangled hay next to driveway. Ollie & I both hit our
couches as I was really tired. Hay cured fairly good.

August 16, Wednesday — 54/7 a.m.   70/11 p.m.
Continued pleasant warm – variable cloudiness and
sunshine – wind light – soft cloudless moonlight evng.
Fairly good hay curing weather. I worked at the last evng
cut hay – turned it, tedded & finally raked it after supper.
We got in 2 well cured loads of Tuesday’s cutting during
p.m.. Harlowe McLean gave us a hand. Again after supper
Bill Van Leuven and several of the boys came & mowed
most of the remaining hay behind the barn field. Rec’d
letter Grayce Ellis & Lottie Stacknowitz.

August 17, Thursday — 60/7 a.m. 68/10 p.m. Typically
lowery hazy Aug. Sun shone faintly but there was a light
south wind & hay cured fairly good. A nearing mellowed
full moon rose in deep south evng – still warm– stars
shone.
I put in a full day working the hay curing. Harlowe
McLean helped get in a well cured load latter p.m. & had
supper with us. Latter I raked the stubble & last nights hay
mowing.

August 18, Friday — 62/7 a.m.  72/11 p.m.  Lowery hazy
filtered variable sunshine. The sun set red & the almost
full moon rose angry red – warm humid evng.



I worked hard curing the cut hay, tedded it twice & later
forked over the winrows, so a southerly  p.m. wind pretty
well dried out the wet bunches. We had a wonderful co-
operative assistance by John Lambert & his husky twins
18 yr old Geo & John. Harlowe Mclean also lent a hand
unloading & we cleaned up the field in 3 loads with Glen
Marlatt’s truck – put hay on west side mows. After supper
raked the stubble. A milk snake that had swallowed 7 tiny
baby field mice laid in road perhaps 2 ½ or near 3 ft in
length. Olive’s veteran supervisor Lester S Davis
underwent another hernia operation this a.m. at
Benedictine Hosp. He has had several the first in early
Jan, 1932 at the time of our Little Honey Girl Lillian’s
death.

August 19, Saturday — 64/7 a.m.  66/12 p.m.   Lowery
hazy warm humid with some intermittent sunshine.
Southerly breeze p.m. Full moon tonight pretty well
blocked out.
We drawed out manure & cleaned up small load  rakings.
The Bill Van Leuvan haymakers mowed the rest of my
hay, strip and along road, the whole field below garden &
the path bordering south side of garden & around red
astrapan tree loaded with apples. Ollie & I had a good
supper – she went to bed – I rested comfortably on front
porch couch till dark then came in and hit my couch till



late. The 78th annual Grahamsville Little World’s Fair had
it’s usual large attendance today.

August 20, Sunday — 68/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m. Murky warm
& humid – rainy atmosphere with wind from High Point
quarter. Occasional drizzly rains with a really needed
latter p.m. thunder shower that worked around to the
north. A clearing cooler trend developed & was chilly -
still cloudless evng Brilliant full moon last nite rose in the
south east. The Van Leuvan haymakers came this a.m. but
due to the rainy trend was unable to bale hay.
Mart Eckert came this p.m. & cut my hair. Later Addie &
Virgil Winchell called. It seems her son Ray Kelder got
roughed up last nite over to the Orchard Rest on 28 & she
found him home using a crutch so later she took Virgil
home & came back to stay with ray. Mart Eckert came &
cut my hair p.m. 
A 1 car crash at 10 o’clock in which 7 teenagers were joy
riding on old Route 28 at Shandaken, killed 5 & seriously
injured the 6 & 7. Miss Donna Osterhoudt 16 & Randy
Gill Gavette16 respectively of Pine Hill & Big Indian.
Several cars were racing at high speed. The lead 1960
Ford veered from road 180 ft along ditch & hit cement
culvert head on.
The 5 dead are David Aley 18 the driver, Big Indian,
Berton Maxim 16, of Fleischmaans, Robert  Duncan
Wilson 16, of Bearsville, Janice Merwin 16, of
Shandaken, Janice Helen Scarth 16, of Phoenicia. At the
time the cars were heading toward Big Indian.



August 21, Monday — 60/7 a.m.   66/11 p.m.  Unsettled,
generally overcast somewhat threatening – quite humid –
sun shone thru hazily. Partly cloudy tonight moon hazy.
Poor hay curing weather & yesterday was general over the
area. Addie Winchell is staying with her son Ray. She
came up twice today & said his shoulder & hip injury is
somewhat better. I did routine & little else – to wet to
work at the cut hay. I finished & sent air mail reply letter
to Mariam with duplicate $100. check for August to
replace the one with my letter of Aug 9th which she said
was missing. Rec’d 48 shares 100% stock dividend of
Electric Storage Battery stock.

August 22, Tuesday — 54/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m. Quite warm
- humid variable cloudiness & sunshine. We had just a
sprinkle of a shower that worked around north at dark –
clearing evng.
Did usual routine. This p.m. Ollie & I accompanied
Harlowe McLean and Mrs Marie Zinner (just home from
a trip to visit relatives in Germany) We did A&P store &
package store shopping. We had a good supper & on way
back from Harlowe’s we called on the Joe Massimo
family also the new neighbors, Mrs Bilik who recently
bought the Jack Goldberg property above Watson Hollow
Inn. Mr Bilik was away on business. They formerly
owned the Manitou Lodge corner property on Moonhaw



road. Ollie went to bed after supper &I had a good nap.
Rec’d long letter Lottie Stacknowitz.

August 23, Wednesday — 54/7 a.m.  52/11 p.m.   A tinge
of autumn is in the air. There was variable high
cloudiness with periods of pleasant sunshine. There was a
light wind off the reservoir. Became cloudless evng –
chilly - moon rose over Kingston.
Several of the Van Leuvan boys came early and stayed all
day till their father came after work. I tedded the hay in
front to lend a helping hand. The boys helped me get 2
jags of hay under the apple trees and out along the road.
They also picked the tree of Astrapan apples. Latter p.m.
some hay got baled & took a truck load away. Rec’d letter
Grayce Ellis & wrote long reply letter tonight to Lottie
Stacknowitz.

August 24, Thursday – 46/7 a.m.  58/12 p.m.  Sunny and
autumn is in the air this a.m.  There followed a veil of
thin overcast & was inky black evng Wind calm today –
Sunshine filtered.
Did daily routine & that was it. Ollie is putting up jars of
dill cucumber pickles. The haymakers showed up this
p.m.

August 25, Friday – 54/7 a.m.  58/ 11 p.m.   Started
raining in night and continued all day , nice soaking rain
to early eve. Pitch dark chilly evening.
Just a chore routine day. This p.m. I went up in the attic &
found packed in a box as moved up from the old ancestral
home in April 1911. Dozens of copies of Hunter Trader



Trapper some dating back to 1902 also other similar
sporting magazines of a long gone era in my life. Gun
catalogues, fur price lists etc. I certainly walked down
memory lane. Ollie & I had a good supper. She went to
bed. I wrote long letter to E. H. Munch also Freeman
copy. 
The Town Garage was broken in last night by the back
door –  a truck run inside and cases of tools & various
accessories taken. An all out investigation is on today. 

August 26, Saturday — 58/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.  Dismal
damp murky weather with spotty afternoon showers. Dark
still evng.
 Did daily routine. This P.m. Ollie & I were guests of
World War & A.E. Veteran Harlowe Mc Lean at the
Olive Memorial Post American Legion held in town
recreation grove – Tickets $5.00. Attendance around 70.
The bake was put on by a Kingston catered. The variety
menu served was abundant and delicious. Sprinkle
showers were threatening but no downpour. We needed
no supper. Ollie went to bed & I spent my evening
reading. I wrote Charles Heady about chain sawing
firewood.

Newspaper clipping 
  Miss Patricia Allison Kunkle, daughter of Mrs Lawrence
Kunkle of Samsonville, N.Y. and the late Mr Kunkle,



exchanged marriage vows with Peter Anthony Tosi, son
of Mr and Mrs Peter S. Tosi of Boiceville, on August 26,
1967 at 4 p.m. The ceremony took place in our Lady of La
Sallette Church, Boiceville. Earl Proper was organist and
Mrs Earl Proper was soloist.
   White gladioli and chrysanthemums decorated the
church for the occasion.

August 27, Sunday — 62/7 a.m.  68/11 p.m. Had hard
rains in night and strong wind gusts in places. Warm-
humid-damp-murky except short of mid p.m. hot sticky
sunshine as clouds rifted in south – heading north. Later
set in rainy.
A do nothing day other than usual routine. Bertha Duloff
called briefly p.m. & brat ½ bu cucumbers. We had a
good variety supper, cabbage salad, sliced tomatoes cucs
& onion – boiled potatoes & chicken halves brat from
clambake. Spent evng writing Vernon Beatty also been
looking over 1902 - 1930's Hunter Trapper. 

Newspaper clipping    8/28/67
                                               Olive Garage Stripped of
Gear, Tools
   Kingston State Police B CI officers today continued
investigation of a burglary that virtually stripped the
Town of Olive highway garage of heavy equipment and
assorted tools valued at more than $3,000. 
   The burglary was reported to troopers Friday morning
after highway department employees discovered the
garage had been entered through a rear window, Sgt
Charles Bundschuh said the intruders evidently drove a



truck into the garage and loaded it with the equipment and
tools.
   B C I investigator Joseph Ventriglia conducted the
initial investigation. He reported that a welder, acetylene
torches, tanks, hydraulic tank and motor, and other
equipment and tools were taken by the thieves.

August 28, Monday — 62/7 a.m.  62/11 p.m. Partly
cloudy warm & humid. Generally sunny – southerly wind
- quieted evng & cooler, clouds rather showery looking
overcast still evng.
Did usual routine & not much else. The hay in front is
rotting on the ground. Mart Eckert called p.m. We had
usual good supper. Latter p.m. I cleaned and scraped the
kitchen porch roof for much needed painting. Ollie as
usual went to bed after supper.
On top of his hernia operation Aug. 18th Supervisor Lester
S. Davis underwent heart surgery this a.m. at Benedictine
Hospital by Japanese specialist. Wrote Barbara Moncure
evng.
In an Oct. 1906 Hunter Trader Trapping on page 51, I
found a short article wrote entitled Echoes From The
Catskills also on page 93, another about a squirrel hunt
written by the above E.H. Munch of Seven Fountains,
V.A.



August 29, Tuesday — 54/7 a.m.  60/12 p.m.   Pleasant
bright sunny with partial high cloudiness. Wind was
northerly, clear still cool evng.
Did daily routine. Picked and helped Ollie prepare green
beans for freezing p.m. P. M. callers included Harlowe
Mclean, Addie Winchell & Buddy Eckert who I showed
my gun collection & showed him the views from attic
windows. After a good supper I did some primer painting
of bare places on kitchen porch roof. Ollie as usual went
to bed.

August 30, Wednesday — 56/7 a.m.   68/12 p.m. Warm
pleasant generally sunny – southerly day wind - cloudy
tonite - still.
Did chore routine & drawed out load manure and painted
kitchen porch roof. Did it in less than 2 hours, took about
5qts paint. We had usual good supper, Ollie went to bed. I
had nap & then wrote to Lottie Stacknowitz.  Harlowe
McLean called p.m. He brings Ollie beautiful red and
white gladiolas. 

August 31, Thursday — 64/7 a.m.  54/11 p.m. Cloudy
threatening showers a.m. Wind shifted north & broke
away p.m. cooler & lower humidity. Clear - chilly
autuming evng.
Did usual routine. This p.m. around 3 o’clock I mixed up
another gal. can of red roof paint & painted the bay
window roof and about half of front porch roof. I got
another gal ----- paint delivered by Singer Hardware of
Boiceville by Billy Davis on his way home from work at
the store $4.65 paid. Ollie put up 9 pint jars of Methodist



cucumber pickles p.m. Lottie Hesley recipe. We had good
supper, she went to bed. I had a fone call about the Labor
Day picnic from Pratt Boice. I had a nap – got around &
wrote diary & back to bed. My arthritic & nearly blind
grandmother Sarah A. Crispell 59 died this date in 1892. I
can dimly remember her. The swallows have gone “Like
Pa used to say – The swallows never let Sept winds blow
on them”

September 1, Friday — 44/7 a.m.   58/11 p.m.   Brilliant
real cool sunny weather. Scattered high clouds – fresh
northerly wind – warmer tonite & stars somewhat hazy.
I finished painting front porch roof also the unpainted
rebuilt lower part of north shed sliding door. The door
was repaired 11/24/65 after being rehung due to wind
storm. Also did usual chore routine. Late p.m. I dug
sample here & there ½ bu of potatoes when tops were
dead. They ran quite good size & smooth & showed no
rot. Ollie put up 2 more pint jars of Methodist pickles,
after a good supper Ollie went to bed. I wrote to Mrs
Currier, rec’d Onteora school tax bills – much higher than
last year.

September 2, Saturday — 44/7 a.m.  52/11 p.m.   Real
crispy brilliant early fall. Brisk chilly north wind.
Scattered high clouds became more numerous during p.m.
these gave way to cloudless evng.



A stray flock of belated swallows were flying around
early p.m. We drawed out manure & I got several rake
loads of the hay in front & banked good north side of barn
& garage wall. Also dug 2 bushels of quite nice smooth
potatoes with dead vines – no signs of rot. The Van
Leuvan haymakers raked up the long cut hay, baled and
hauled 2 pick up truck loads. Ollie & I had a hot tater
stew & sliced ripe tomato supper.

September 3, Sunday — 42/7 a.m.  66/11 p.m. Harlowe
Mclean noted a low earlier 34 degrees. Partly cloudy –
brisk chilling northerly wind quieting & moderated tonite.
There was a windy mtn rain squall mid day.
Had a call by Glen Marlatt & his associated VanLeuvan
haymakers. They moved the machinery over to the
Heidenstrom property on mtn road to cut the hay also on
the former Dick Lane fields. Jean & Robert Smith came
early p.m. & we had a picnic under the hickories. Ollie &
I didn’t eat any supper.

September 4, Monday ---- 62/7 a.m.  62/12 p.m.  
Beautifully pleasant day, partly cloudy becoming warmer
& somewhat humid. The north wind of the past few days
subsided – clear evng.
Ollie & I attended the annual Boiceville Labor Day
picnic. The road up the hill & parking facilities and
condition of the grove merited high commendation on the
part of Olive Supt of Highways, Marsh Maier. The
attendance tho not as formerly normal was more than last
year. The attention paid and the number of young people
was encouraging to  -------. Former president Pratt Boice



presided as temporary chairman & called meeting to order
at 2:10 p.m.. Musical entertainment and amplifier
facilities in use excellent – furnished by Harry Siemsen,
Virgil Winchell & Barbara Moncure. Barbara donated her
services and said it was a privilege to be present. 
Speakers included Pratt Boice – Tom Fickus, Robt Tubbs,
Fred Snyder, Jesse Shurter & Rev. Eric Forsburg. My
Secy report showed a bal from last year $170.59. Today’s
expenses – Music $30. $15. each to Harry, Virgil, & $10.
To Rev. Eric Forsburg. Today’s collection $66.89 making
bal forward for next year $197.48. The use of the
generator was donated by Don Bishop. No new officers
were designated (1965 collection $42.21)

September 5, Tuesday — 62/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.  
Delightful sunny – late summer, some high overcast or
scattered clouds – northerly wind again, brisk evng.
Did daily routine. Yesterday and today I dug 3 ½ bushels
of nice clean potatoes – not many smalls. This p.m. we
spread a load manure & I raked most of the field in front
for burning and put some under shed. As usual we had a
good supper, sliced tomatoes, green beans, boiled new
potatoes etc. I rec’d air mail letter from Mariam & wrote
reply tonight. This a.m. I sent letter to Barbara Moncure.
The NY State Fair closed in Syracuse with a record 7 day
attendance of 558,677 surpassing last years record of
528,569.



September 6, Wednesday — 54/a.m.  64/11 p.m.
Continued warm pleasant some high cloudiness but sunny
all day. Wind northerly clear starlight evng. Best longest
spell of haying weather all summer.
I did usual routine. Dug another 1 3/4 bushel of lovely
sorted potatoes also some small ones. Still find no rot.
This p.m. we hooked Major to hay wagon and got load of
part yesterday’s rakings for feeding & bedding. As usual
we had a good supper, Kentucky Wonder beans, boiled
potatoes, sliced tomatoes, meat & gravy. Ollie went to
bed. I had a nap & then got around awhile.

September 7, Thursday – 44/7 a.m.  52/11 p.m.  
Heavenly perfect – still cloudless day & evng. Growing
crescent moon settled early behind South mountain. It’s
golden September.
Did daily routine. Rested some on couch. Dug ½ bu
choice potatoes. This evng Harlowe Mc Lean, Ollie & I
went to Woodstock with Noble Grand Alex Adami &
attended IOOF funeral service for Past Grand Edward
VanKleeck of Ashokan – 15 members of Shokan Lodge
#491 took part and led by Harlowe as acting Noble Grand
and myself Chaplain – Bro Van Kleeck was also a
member of Olive Rebekah Lodge & the Olive Fire Dept,
also held later service in charge of M.E. Minister Rev.
Paul Hogt, Chaplain. He was also a World War II Navy
veteran – aged 59.
Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty & Lottie Stacknowitz.



September 8, Friday — 48/7 a.m.  72/11 p.m.   Mellow
sunny with developing cloudiness p.m.. Light wind south.
Warm starlight evng.
Did daily routine & dug another ½ bu choice potatoes.
This p.m. Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I attended burial
service for Edward VanKleeck in Tongore Cemetery.
World War I & II veterans provided a guard of honor &
conducted services led by Tom Fickus, commander of
Olive Memorial Post 1627. A 4 man firing squad &
bugler from West Point were present and did their duty
with precision. The cemetery grounds is spick and span
and weather ideal.
Accord Farmers Co-op delivered me 500 Crunchy dairy
feed & gal fly spray Total $23.23. Paid.
Ollie & I had an enjoyable clam supper at Harlowe
McLean’s. Rec’d letter Julia Rhoades, sent Helen
Marshall a  bundle of papers & letters to Benedictine
Hosp. Jesse McHugh 59 of Wallkill – prominent Rep.
leader died of heart attack while speaking at town of
Shawangunk  caucus, was a member of Wallkill lodge for
years – conducted funeral parlor.

September 9, Saturday — 66/7 a.m.   68/12 p.m.  The
Olive Square Club disbanded at a dinner held in
Phoenicia, club organized 9/30/57 Lowery some what
hazy. Hazy sunshine – S Westerly wind – dark overcast
evng.



Did daily routine - rested awhile p.m. on couch – dug
another ½ bu nice potatoes. Had a visit p.m. by Colonial
Co-op Fire agent Mr Merton S. Blanchard of Stone Ridge.
I took out a Farmer’s Comprehensive Liability policy for
a year covering my two properties also Ollie’s. Tonite we
went with Mr & Mrs Marsh Maier to the Republican
Town Caucus held in Olive Bridge fire hall. Jack Molloy
presided as chairman, nominated unanimously were
Supervisor Lester S. Davis, Supt of Highways Marcel
Maier, Town Clerk Oliver C. Crawford,  Collector Gladys
Van Demark, Assessor 4 years James Clemens, Assessor
2 years Raymond C. Cruthers and James Quick – the vote
was twice undecided & 3 votes contested. Councilman 2
years Everett Cook defeated Robt Adsit 70 -39. John C.
Marshall retired as councilman, after service to the town
over 30 years, was formerly town clerk several terms.

September 10, Sunday 56/7 a.m.  48/11 p.m.    Nice rain
during night 3/10in. Breaking away a.m. chilly brisk
northerly wind – dismal overcast p.m. Clouds hooded the
higher mtn tops, cloudless evng - glowing ½ moon over
High Point.
Got around late this morning. Did daily routine. This p.m.
Harlowe McLean took Ollie & I for a visit with Harry &
Marie Siemsen, first in several months. Marie is slowly
recovering from her August gall bladder operation, looks
thin & lacks her usual pep. Ollie & I had a delicious
roasted chicken supper with succotash & boiled spuds,
gravy, sliced tomatoes & biscuit. We noted the inspiring
shadows late p.m. of the Wittenberg range & towering
Slide mtn from the West Hurley Dyke.



The town of Olive Democrats held their caucus tonite in
Olive Bridge Fire Hall and named the following ticket –
Supervisor Robt Steen, Supt of Highways Howard
Trowbridge ( former supt and prominent Republican
committeeman ) Collector Margaret Kunkle (for 3rd term)
Town Clerk Nancy Patterson, Assessor 4 years Henry
Rank, Assessor 2 years Robt Johannsen.

News paper clipping   9/12/67
    Olive”s GOP nominated incumbent Supervisor Lester
S. Davis, along with incumbent Town Clerk Oliver A.
Crawford, Superintendent of Highways Marcl Maier, four
year assessor James A. Clemens and Justice of the Peace
Frank C. Carle.
     Gladys Van De Mark will make the run for Tax
Collector, James J. Quick will seek the two year assessor
post and Everett Cook will go for Councilman. 
     The Democrats again put up their only successful vote
getter, incumbent Tax Collector Margaret Kunkle.
      They also nominated Robert M Steen for supervisor,
Nancy Peterson for clerk, Howard Trowbridge for
superintendent of highways, Robert O. Johannsen for two
year assessor and Henry J. Rank for four year assessor,
Donald F Warren was given the nod to run for Justice of
the Peace and Carl Olson will attempt to become
councilman.



September 11, Monday — 44/7 a.m. 44/11 p.m. Brilliant
cloudless day & evng. Light wind & still, feeling frosty
tonite. The glowing just over half moon settled behind
Hoopole mtn.
Did daily routine & p.m. we drawed out & spread load
manure & I hooked major on mowing machine & did
some odds & ends cutting including down along wall to
woods corner. Also had calls by Addie & Virgil Winchell
& Mart Eckert. Ollie & I had a good supper, she went to
bed & I read several chapters in Martin Hunteis 1907
book Canadian Wilds.
Sat. Evening Sept 9th – The remaining members of the
Olive Square Club held a dinner in Phoenicia and
disbanded . The balance of treas funds, after defraying
cost of the dinner was divided pro rata an approximate
$7.-- 8. each, wives of the members were guests of the
members. The Square Club sponsored by the late Claude
N. Beidler was organized the evening of Sept. 30th, 1957
at Hanover Lodge in Watson Hollow. For several years
the club was active & sponsored $100. Onteora
scholarships. Gradually interest waned and attendance at
monthly meetings became very small. 

Newspaper clipping   9/13/67
                                                                State Harvest
Plentiful
     Washington (AP)   Orchards in New York State will
yield 955 million pounds of apples and 9 million pounds
of peaches this year, the Agriculture Department
predicted Monday.



      Farmers also will harvest 1,297, 000 hundred weight
of dry beans or 1,310 pounds and acre, the department
said.

September 13, Wednesday — Bright sunny – little wind.
There was thin streaky high overcast. Temperatures on the
cool side. Lovely soft moonlight evng.
Did usual routine. I cleaned up ½ row green beans &
helped Ollie prepare them for freezer. She had 13 plastic
about a pound bags. I also dug another ½ bushel of lovely
white potatoes, Kathadins. We had a usually good variety
supper. Ollie went to bed, I read several more chapters in
Canadian Wilds.

September 14, Thursday — 44/7 a.m.  56/11 p.m.  
Heavenly perfect cloudless still pleasantly warm day and
evening. Growing majestic rounding moon.
Quite a variety today – chore routine – picking dried
beans. Tried to help Ollie with her canning of 7 qt jars of
grand red tomatoes. We also drawed out and spread
manure & got load of the old raked hay along upper side
of the hill. We had a delicious vegetable supper. As usual
Ollie went to bed. I was tired and had a nap. Then got up
and going with a head ache.
A protested  May school meeting vote in the Onteora
District by Herbert Epstein of Mt Tremper in which
Patrick Dodge of Shokan was elected, was re-voted on



this p.m. evening resulted in all districts giving Dodge a
plurality as follows. Shandaken 198- 194 Olive 217- 32
Woodstock 123-105 West Hurley 123-66 total plurality
254. The office is a five yr term on the Board of
Education.

September 15, Friday — 47/7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.  A really
lovely serene late summer day. Considerable p.m.
cloudiness developed from the South, partly cloudy evng
with moon nearing full.
Did daily routine – early p.m. Ollie & I went over to
Ralph & Erestine Hesley’s beautiful new home on
Brodhead road where we met Lottie Hesley, 84 and her
two sisters Mrs Mildred Phipps 72, of Canastola &
younger sister Mrs Vera (Joseph) Daniels 68, of Atlanta
Ga. The visiting group all staying there, during the
Gormley Funeral Home repose funeral tomorrow p.m. of
their deceased sister Mrs Hazel Riley 78 of Phoenicia. I
had not seen Mildred in over 50 years to my recollection.
Latter Harlowe McLean accompanied us to Henry
Merrihew’s for eggs – 6 doz pullet @ .30 $1.80.
Gov. Nelson D. Rockefeller paid a helicopter visit to
Kingston in behalf of a 2 ½ billion Transportation Bond
Issue.

September 16, Saturday — 56/7 a.m.   There was a
considerable drift of cloudiness from the south east as the
effects of a hurricane along the Atlantic coast. With
periods of brilliant sunshine – little wind. Warm and
somewhat humid – cleared evng with glowing almost full
moon.



Did usual routine. Pulled several rake loads of cut hay to
the barn. Drawed out manure - picked dry corn beans &
dug over a bushel of choice potatoes, have found only 3
rotten. Ollie canned 8 quart jars of beautiful tomatoes.
Harlowe McLean called & brat 4 lb hamburg from Olive
bridge $2.00 paid. We had a usual good hearty supper.
Ollie went to bed.
Funeral 2 p.m. at Gormley’s in Phoenicia for Mrs Hazel
Riley a family cousin. Interment beside her husband
Lauren Riley, who died suddenly in 1960 - in Shandaken
Rural Cemetery.
Both Supervisor Lester S Davis and his sister Helen
Marshall happily came home from the Benedictine
Hospital.

September 17, Sunday — 56/7 a.m.  60/12 p.m. Clear
early with considerable cloud blanket developing p.m.
Became quite humid. Summers last Sunday ideally
pleasant. The evng was cloudless & brilliant – calm
glowing full moon.
Did usual routine. This p.m. Geo Carr came around 3:30
& chain sawed up a considerable of the pole wood. The
dead yellow birch deteriorated considerable during the
summer - $3.00 paid. Accompanying was his wife
Katherine, son Douglas, girl friend lusty Rosemary
Rotella her 4 year old sister Angelica & Grandma Carr
also has surprise callers Mrs Elsie Van Valkenburg her



sister & husband Mr & Mrs Webber & daughter Pauline
Webber of Grahamville. The Carr’s staid for supper.
The annual Olive Fire Dept carnival held p.m. at Town
Recreation Field – It was well attended.

September 18, Monday — 56/7 a.m.  60/11 p.m.  
Another delightfully warm and regretfully waning
summer weather – some high clouds - wind light. Clear
pleasantly cool moonlight evng.
I kept fairly busy – finished and sent long letter a.m. to
Elsie Van Valkenburg. Picked bushel basket just right
large sweet corn & husked it for Ollie to prepare for
freezing. Dug out last over bushel choice potatoes. Have
found only 3 rotted. Total yield over 15 bu plus usual run
of smalls - forked etc. upward 2 bu. Late p.m. I found
some white paint & gave cellar door a needed coat. We 
had good variety vegetable super. Ollie went to bed. I had
a good nap – got going & wrote Vernon Beatty. Rec’d
letter Lottie Stacknowitz & Grayce Ellis. The St Louis
N.L. Cardinals won their 11 pennant tonite 5 - 1 over
Phila.
Chas Wood had an indoor fall this p.m. on his bad hip –
taken by ambulance to Kingston Hospital & returned back
home as hospital beds were filled. Badly bruised but no
fracture.

September 19, Tuesday — 56/7 a.m.   56/12 p.m.  
Serenely fading summer – warm wind a whisper. Hazy &
sunny with considerable in and out p.m. cloudiness. Clear
pleasant - moonlight evng - now olding.



I did usual routine - run of the mill jobs. Ollie canned 7
qts of delicious pears p.m. that Harlowe Mclean brat. He
went to Kingston and did some shopping errands for us
principally A&P purchases total 17.50. Latter Addie
Winchell called. This evng Ray Cruthers took Harlowe,
Ollie & I to a reservoir meeting – we attended in the
Ashokan M.E. cchurch There was a large collection of
photos & post cards, scenes of the Ashokan construction
era 1905 - 15. The meeting was called by Vera Sickler &
open for discussion by all interested & held in charge of
Mr Leacraft, Pres. - Woodstock Historical Society.

September 20, Wednesday — 56/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.
Somewhat hazy - warm - cloudy p.m. feels and looks
showery. Cleared evng – pleasant moon shine.
Did daily routine. Road getting oil surfaced up the hill to
spook rock. We went down to store noon time for can
rubbers. We had a talk with Skin Davis who is getting
around pretty good from his hernia  & heart artery
operations. The latter a modern day miracle. Due to the
road work we doubled around by the back road & made a
call coming back, we called briefly on Vaughn & Lola
Kizerian. This p.m. Ollie prepared a ½ bu apples for
freezing. Harlowe McLean brat a pail of crab apples for
jelly. We had a usual good supper with sweet corn. Ollie
went to bed & I took a nap till after 10:30 then wrote to
Vernon Beatty. Charley Wood fell indoors on his bad hip



this p.m. & was conveyed by ambulance to Kingston
Hosp & returned home by same after an ex-ray exam
revealed a badly bruised leg rather than expected break.

September 21, Thursday — 62/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m. Dismal
dark closed in murky weather – typical early autumn –
south wind. Finally got a brief blustery thunder shower
evng from High Point way – more rain followed.
I did usual routine & split & piled wood by forcing
myself. Ollie canned 11 pints of apples. Rec’d letter Julia
Rhoades that they have sold their house which went in a
package deal with the adjoining farm. Expect 10% in 10
days , 60 days or less to vacate. She said all the places
back on the mountain where she yearned to return are
now sold. Richard is picked up mornings & attends ½ day
kindergarten in Athens. Ollie canned 11 pint jars of red
astrakein apples.

September 22, Friday — 60/7 a.m.  44/11 p.m.  We had
3/4 inch rain into the night – northerly wind with a slow
clearing trend. A period of bright p.m. sunshine –
cloudless evng.
I did usual routine picked peck of shell red striped corn
beans. This p.m. spread load manure & split some wood.
My crippled right hand stiff & tired tonite. We had good
vegetable supper. Ollie as customary went to bed. Sent
birthday card to Vernon Haskin for 24th. Wrote reply card
a.m. to Julia Rhoades. Wrote air letter to Mariam tonite.

September 23, Saturday – 34/7 a.m.  44/11p.m. Bright
morning sunshine gave way to a dismal thickening cloud



blanket. Light northerly wind quieted. Dark overcast
evng. Later cleared red &  ---- olding moon rose directly
across water. First day of autumn and a 9 o’clock gloomy
one.
I did usual chore routine. I pulled & stored the bean poles
and picked the green & dried beans. Picked several
baskets of beautiful red tomatoes, covered the vines as a
frost preventative. Arthur Haber artificial inseminator
came p.m. & bred Bubbles cow black Angus paid 6.50
fee. Ollie was prevented canning tomatoes p.m. due to a
sore skin ----- finger. We had a good frozen creamed cod
fish supper and customarily Ollie went to bed.

September 24, Sunday — 34/7 a.m.  46/11 p.m. Cold
dismal & mostly cloudy with afternoon blustery rain
squalls. Partly starlight evng.
 We kept a fire in the old kitchen stove all day & evng.
Had no callers a stay at home day. This p.m. Ollie despite
her sore finger canned 8 qt jars of delicious looking red
tomatoes. We had usual good supper. Ollie went to bed
and I wrote Freeman news copy. Truly autumn has
arrived. The 13th annual Vernon Haskins Day was held at
the East Dunham museum

September 25, Monday — 36/7 a.m.  46/11:30  50/11
p.m.  Cold windy considerable cloudiness clearing bright



sunny p.m. Breezy clear evng seems moderating. Old
moon down to ½ – widespread frost predicted. 
I worked other than routine cleaning up in the garden –
picking shell & dried beans & cut barrow load sweet corn
stalks. Ollie Ollie started a batch of chili sauce p.m. We
had good supper including sweet corn. Ollie went to bed
& I had a nap & then wrote Vernon Beatty.

September 26, Tuesday — 36/7 a.m.  60/12 p.m.  A
lovely warm sunny – southerly wind quite brisk p.m. &
evng. Some high cloudiness. Starlight evng. Predicted
frost failed to develop. 
Mail time we went over to Joe Caufield’s garage & had
new re-capped tires put on front wheels $26.50 paid –
speedometer 39,977. Otherwise I did chore routine,
worked at the beans dried & soft shell. Split & piled some
wood & managed to keep fairly busy. Ollie cooked up a
batch of tomatoes for chili sauce. As usual we had a good
supper. I had a nap – Ollie too then got up 9 o’clock &
had her supper. Rec’d good letter from Grayce Ellis &
Vernon Beatty. Wrote Lottie Stacknowitz.

September 27, Wednesday — 48/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.  
Warm sunny somewhat hazy – south westerly wind –
clouded up showery looking p.m. cloudy dark evng.
I didn’t have much umph. Mart Eckert came noon time &
gave me a hair cut. Ollie peeled & cooked another batch
of tomatoes for chili sauce. I shelled soft beans 2 hours
this p.m. & we had some for supper - delicious. Ollie
went to bed & I had a nap & got going again. I wrote
letters Jesse Burgher this a.m. & tonite Vernon Beatty.



September28, Thursday — 62.7 a.m.   64/11 p.m.    Warm
wind southerly dismal cloudy had a few brief flits of
sunshine – occasional sprinkles p.m. & rainy evng.
Ollie worked on the chili sauce making. I picked 2 pails
of corn beans & did chore routine. This p.m. we went
over to Stanley Haug’s and arranged with him to renew
my expiring Saturday fire insurance policy. Ollie went to
bed after supper . Rec’d letter from Norman Struder in
regard to annual historical tour of the Downtown
Community School, 7th grade class. Will be at Caruso’s in
Mt Tremper Oct 25. They plan to stop and see the view &
invite Ollie, Jim Burgraff & myself to supper & take part
in evng class program. I spent the evng writing reply.

Newspaper clipping 9/28/67
                                                              Woodstock News
                                      Historians Visit Ashokan, Review
Reservoir’s Origin  
      The Historical Society of Woodstock recently met at
the Ashokan Methodist Church.  The topic was the
building of the Ashokan Reservoir.
      For this meeting a distinguished group of senior
citizens of the Town Of Olive and other towns were
invited to come and discuss  their remembrances of the
period 1905 - 1915, during which the present reservoir
was constructed. A number of other old timers also came
and added to the information. Among those who spoke



were, Vera Sickler, Mrs Mabel Johnson, Elwyn Davis,
Lester Morris, Victor Lasher and others.
       A large audience heard a great deal concerning the
old town of Olive and its hamlets, now under water, what
life was like there and how people felt about being forced
to abandon there ancestral homes.
       The size of the undertaking to build the reservoir was
brought out. The reservoir holds 132 billion gallons of
water. Five hamlets had to be moved, involving 68 miles
of road, while 38 more had to be built, moving 13 miles
of railroad to higher ground and moving 2800 hundred
bodies from 38 cemeteries.
       There was a gallery of old photographs of the towns
now covered, the dam during construction, some of the
people who participated in the construction, and other
scenes of the area during that period.
      The Historical Society of Woodstock is making plans
to run similar meetings in other neighboring towns in the
future.

September 29, Friday — 66/7 a.m.     70/11 p.m.
Considerable rain during nite & at intervals today. Warm
& humid & dark cloudy evng. We had nice needed rain
13/8 inch – streams at low ebb perked up. 
Rather a lazy listless day. Later p.m. I finished splitting &
piling cut firewood. Ollie was busy & canned 14 pints
chili sauce or catchup imitation.
We had good hamburg & shell beans & sliced tomato &
mashed potato supper. Ollie went to bed, I had a nap &
got going again later. Rec’d card Lottie Stacknowitz that
Ada Bell had a second fall, not in bath tub this time but



near it. Bad flood along Allegheny Co. Damage into the
millions, 2 lives lost by drowning – 14 bridges out radio
reports.

September 30, Saturday — 64/7 a.m.  50/11 p.m.  
Southerly wind shifted to westerly – part to mostly
cloudy. Brilliant intermittent sunshine - clear evng.
I did daily routine. Early p.m. drawed out & spread weeks
load of manure. Picked tomatoes & corn beans & cut
barrow load stalks. Addie & Virgil Winchell called latter
p.m. We had good supper – Ollie went to bed -I took a
nap & got around 9:30 & had a bath. Rec’d letter from
Barbara Moncure in N.Y.C. 

  October 1, Sunday —   48/7 a.m .   46/11 p.m. Raw rain
squally a.m. Partly sunny p.m. Northerly wind - starlight
evng.
Did chore routine – had noon call by Glen Marlatt. They
are belatedly cutting & baling Larry Kelder’s hay. He took
2 tickets for the Odd Fellows roast beef supper Oct16.
Ollie also sold to Mr & Mrs Shatzel - top of Bushkill hill,
both paid in full @$2.75.This p.m. Harlowe McLean,
Ollie & I attended Olive Republican club picnic held in
the town recreation grove. Big crowd & plenty to eat &
drink but too cold for good picnic weather tickets a dollar
each. We three were guests of Marsh Maier. We came
home 4 o’clock. No appetite for supper. Ollie went to bed

mailto:full@$2.75.


I read or rather looked thru papers Harlowe brought. The
big league baseball season closed. The Boston A.L.
league Red Sox & the Minnesota Twins with percentage
tied for at the pennant to the Red Sox in  5-3 game. The
world series will open Wednesday p.m. in Boston with
the St Louis Cardinals.

October 2, Monday — 44/7 a.m.   52/11 p.m.  Big change
from yesterday – cloudless stil, soft summery weather.
Pleasantly cool starlight evng.
Other than chore routine it was making a trip to Kingston,
first all summer. Harlowe, McLean, Ollie & I with
Plymouth went by Hurley mtn route & back via 209 to
Stone Ridge, where Ollie saw Dr Tocco at his office. Got
favorable check up & a supply of digitalis. At Olive
Bridge we made a short stop to see John & Helen
Marshall, she is making a slow gain – 9 weeks this a.m.
since her very severe car wreck accident – poor John is
fogged out, thinner than ever. Ollie went to bed right after
supper. The small game hunting season opened. We did
considerable up town & A&P store shopping. We took
Blanche Rodriguez a supply of vegetables.

October 3, Tuesday — 46/7 a.m.   60/11 p.m.  Warmer
than yesterday, serene summer – practically cloudless –
high light haze / clear still evng.
Did usual routine. Shot 3 gray squirrels in the hickories.
Picked grapes & more corn beans & got wheel barrow
loose stalks. Last nite for the first raccoons were working
in the sweet corn – but there are few ears remaining.
Rec’d short letter from Mrs Knorph saying they, weather



permitting hope to see us next Tuesday. I wrote OK reply
tonite. Ollie defrosted the refrigerator, a needed job.
Harlowe McLean left via bus this morning to spend a
week with his sister Mrs Nagar in Indianapolis.

October 4, Wednesday — 50/7 a.m.   60/11 p.m. Some
morning cloudiness developed but gave way into
continued sunny serene mid 80's summer weather. Day
breeze from the reservoir – clear - still evng.
I did chore routine and spent the p.m. beginning 1o'clock
shilling beans and heard the opening game of the Worlds
Series over WKNY at Fenway park Boston, between the
St Louis Cardinals and Boston Red Sox - won 2 - 1 by St
Louis. Winning pitcher Bob Gibson loser Hasea Santiago
who hit a home run in 3rd inning. Attendance 34,796. The
game was errorless.
Ollie made 9 pints & 1 qt cans of thick tomato juice.
Tonite Ollie went to bed after supper & I wrote a long
reply letter to Barbara Moncure. Rec’d letter Vernon
Beatty.

October 5, Thursday — 60/7 a.m.  56/11 p.m. Warm
humid summer weather - breezy p.m. Some sunshine but
generally overcast. Fair hazily starlight evng. We got
sprinkle of rain p.m.
Gray squirrels running everywhere. I got a big one behind
milk house.. They are wild and wary. This p.m. I pulled



the 2 rows of onions in garden and mean while heard
most of the 2nd game of the World Series on my Sonya
battery radio. The game was played with attendance of
35,118 at Fenway Park, Boston where the Red Sox with
little effort beat the St Louis Cardinals 5 -0. The latter had
only a base on balls & 1 hit a 2 bagger on Boston’s 24 yr
old  Im Lonborg in 8th inning. He retired 18 batters in a
row before giving the base on balls. The loser was Dick
Hughes, followed by other pitchers. Late p.m. I also
gathered the row of pie pumpkins in car trunk. After a
good supper Ollie went to bed. I had a long fone visit
tonite with Grace Winchell in Kingston.
Mrs Bessie Bishop Davis , of Olive Bridge had party for
her 90th birthday – widow of Lester B Davis, a
granddaughter of the blind miller (Jake Bishop father of
11 boys and 1 girl.

October 6, Friday — 54/7 a.m.   44/11 p.m. Change to
glum cooler raw fall weather. Pretty much cloudy, north
wind – stars dim tonite, rim of new moon settled early
behind South Hollow.
I cleaned up more in the garden & got bush limas pulled
& picked. Had ½ bu basket - yield not good as last years –
vines too rank. Ollie had Katherine Carr today. Washed
paint and windows, & cleaned floors. We gave her a good
supply of garden stuff and grapes. Gray squirrels thinned
out and hawk wild. A high flying flock of geese were
honking their way south latter p.m. Ollie went to bed after
good supper. I wrote long letter Vernon Beatty & rec’d
one from him. Ollie paid Mrs Carr $6.00.



October 7, Saturday — 34/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m.   A first
touch of squash vine frost. Heavy dew – clouded over
cold & dismal, gradually cleared into a magnificent sunny
practically cloudless day. Wind light easterly. Chilly still
tonite –  Brilliant growing crescent moon.
No sign of frost in garden but the manure pile thick
squash vines near corner of garage were partly wilted.
Ollie & I spread a weeks load of manure noon time.. We
kept tuned over WKNY to 3rd game of World Series
played at Busch stadium in sunny St Louis. Meanwhile I
shelled a batch of corn beans. The Cardinals defeated the
Red Sox 5 - 2 in a well played game by both teams –
attendance 54,575. I got a big gray squirrel in road by
milk house but 3 times missed another in the hickories
before he made a scurried get away. 3 deer pestering the
garden at evng. We had a good supper, Ollie went to bed.
I shelled off for seed dry Kentucky Wonder pole beans.
The wood fire feels cheerful tonite. I wrote Louise
McCartney tonite.

October 8, Sunday — 44/7 a.m.  52/12 p.m.  Clouded up
in the nite & moderated 10 degrees. Dismal raw still
cloudy day – hardly a ray of sunshine. Blacked out tonite
like a stalk of black cats.
I got 2 more gray squirrels this a.m. This p.m. Ollie & I
made first call on new nearby camp secluded city
neighbors, to left going up the hill. Mr & Mrs Herbert



Trexler a bro Mason & wife OES. We were cordially
welcomed and sold 3 I.O.O.F. supper tickets.
We missed all but the last three innings of the 4th World
Series game at St Louis – won by the Cardinals 6 -0 over
Boston Red Sox. Bob Gibson winning pitcher –
attendance 54,000. Late evng had a drop in visit by Glen
Marlatt & Bill Van Leuvan coming after a 2nd truck load
of baled hay up at Larry Kelders.

October 9, Monday — 56/7 a.m. 60/12 p.m.   Warm
dismal cloudy weather drizzily - southern wind. Dark as
pitch evng.
Did daily routine. This p.m. we kept tuned on WTIC radio
to broadcast of the 5th World Series game played in St
Louis won by the Boston Red Sox 3 - 1 by the masterly
pitching of his second win by pitcher Jim Lonberg who
gave up only 3 Cardinal hits. His catcher was 38 year old
Negro Elston Howard who starred with the New York
Yankees 5 seasons. The 6th game shifts to Boston  Wed. I
shot a big gray squirrel p.m. working in the big chicken
yard hickory tree. Ollie & I picked up about 4 qts of nuts
by milk house. We had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I
had a nap, then wrote long letter to Ellen Wilfris.

October 10, Tuesday — 56/7 a.m.  54/11 p.m. Some rain
in night. A dismal typical October rainy day and evng.
This morning Ollie & I met Harlowe McLean at the 10:15
bus at Boiceville upon his return from a weeks trip to
Indianapolis visiting his ½ sister Mrs Nagar and family.
On the way home we stopped at Mr & Mrs Ed Neuser’s at
foot of school house hill & they took 3 tickets to the



I.O.O.F. roast beef supper Saturday. Early p.m. we went
to Stanley Haugs in regard to a homeowners 3 year policy
covering my premises Jacky Brook Farm. First year 52.00
next 2 - $48.00. I shot a 1 big gray squirrel & caught
another in 1 ½ newhouse trap working in chicken yard
hickories.

October 11,Wednesday — 42/7 a.m.  46/11 p.m.  The
typical October weather, became mostly cloudy day &
evng. Damp & rather chilly, little wind – frost predicted
tonight.
Did daily routine. Early p.m. on invitation went over to
Harlowe McLeans and saw the tv broadcast of the 6th

World Series game played at Fenway park, Boston with a
capacity attendance. The Red Sox beat the St Louis
Cardinals in a free hitting game by each team and won 8 –
4. Several pitchers used on each side. Reception not good
generally snowy when planes went by. We got home
about 4 o’clock and soon had a visit by Mrs Knorph,
teacher Garret Mott & a cousin Clifton Thorpp who lives
in Yonkers. They called on old friends as Claude Bell,
Lester S. Davis their former West Shokan summer home
now occupied by the Certoma family, & Don & Edna
Bishop. They are staying tonite at Terrace Motel in
Shokan. It is their first visit in 9 years. After supper Ollie
went to bed & I had a nap & read papers & wrote Vernon
Beatty.



I found my Onteora school tax letter & checks had failed
to get mailed in mid September which now costs 2%
penalty $216.10 also on Ollies 72.13.

October 12, Thursday — 44/7 a.m. 44/12 p.m.  Dismal
chilly cloudy day & evng light wind from reservoir. There
was a few bursts of p.m. sunshine.
Did daily routine. Harlowe McLean called a.m. I trapped
a gray squirrel at foot of big chicken yard hickory also
gathered the rotted manure pile butternut squash. Have
several bushels. Ollie & I enjoyed over living room radio
1 p.m. to 3:25 the 7th and tie breaking game at Boston on
station WTIC with Bob Gibson of the St Louis Cardinals
defeating the Boston Red Sox on 3 hits & 2 walks &
winning his 3rd series game before a capacity attendance 7
-2. His worthy opponent 24 year old Jim Lonborg who
won 2 failed to repeat The winner’s share $8,600 loser
$5400.
We had a good supper fried green tomatoes, mashed
potatoes & bush lima beans. Ollie went to bed. I had an
hour nap, then spent evng writing. E. H. Munch & card to
miss Currier. Rec’d discouraging letter from Julia
Rhoades. They are buying another place with 13,000
mortgage & 5 acres price 16.000.

October 13, Friday — 44/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m.  Dismal
cloudy snowy damp air. A clearing trend started during
p.m. The frosty evng became cloudless to variable –
brilliant moon nearing full.
Did daily routine. Cleaned up pink flowered tall cane like
flower bed (Gentlemans walk) by cellar door. Partly



clipped off along side hill wall, till sythe broke. Addie
Winchell & Mary Palen called p.m. & took & paid for 3
supper tickets. This evng Harlowe McLean, Ollie& I went
with Noble Grand Alex Adami from his home in
Boiceville upper road to Lasher’s in Woodstock &
attended I.O.O.F. ritualistic service at the bier of John
Bush, 13 Shokan Lodge members present also group of
Olive Rebekahs. Harlowe & I took respective  parts as
Noble Grand & Chaplain. Olive Fire Dept service
followed. Rec’d letter and genalogical data – also
Historical Erie Canal centennial publication. The Canal
Courier .

October 14, Saturday — 34/7 a.m.  44/11 p.m.   Dismal
rainy mostly a.m. Misty drizzly p.m. & early evng. Drab
chill weather cleared & moon shone brightly. 
Did chore routine. Ollie & I drawed out a weeks load of
manure p.m. Later p.m. Glen Marlatt called & gave Ollie
an I.O.O.F. ticket. This evng we picked up Harlowe
McLean & attended the annual I.O.O.F. roast beef supper
at the lodge hall. The full house attendance reminded of
the old time Thanksgiving eve oyster supper crowd. The 3
tables with seats for 30 each were pretty well occupied for
the 3rd serving. Politicians, town & county were beaming
& full of smiles & greetings. Ollie & I got rid of 26
tickets @ $2.75 out of 35 given us to sell & returned rest.
We turned in to cashier Noble Grand Alex Adami $71.50.



The supper netted $447.25. I wrote Percy Van De Mark
a.m.

October 15, Sunday —   48/11 p.m.   Soft serene a bit
hazy, practically cloudless, became part cloudy evng –
near full moon shining.
Did usual routine. I shot another gray squirrel this a.m.
from one of the milk house hickories. This p.m. Ollie & I
called on near neighbors Mr & Mrs Herbert Rexler &
later on Mr & Mrs Ed Neuser.
October 16, Monday — 56/7 a.m.  64/11 p.m.  This date
October 16 – 1777 is the 190th anniversary of the -------
burning of Kingston by British troops in command of
Gen. John Vaughn.
Mild August like murky variable cloudy with intervals of
warm sunshine. The near full moon shone soft and hazy
evng. Southerly wind – calm evng.
I have a miserable sore mouth & did only chore routine.
This p.m. we had a front porch call by our new neighbors
staying over the weekend till tomorrow night – Mrs
Herbert Rexler of Middle Village L.I. her uncle Otto
Voelker, Union N.J. and cousin Mrs Gertrude Hymes,
Ridgewood N.Y. Ollie & I had delicious rabbit, mashed
potatoes, with gravy & sliced tomatoes. Harlowe McLean
called early p.m. and gave financial report on I.O.O.F.
supper. Rec’d letter from Mariam. 

October 17, Tuesday — 56/7 a.m.  62/11 p.m.  Hazy
warm variable cloudy – cloud drift is northerly. Some
periods of warm sunshine – overcast still tonight. 



Ollie & I made trip to Kingston with Harlowe Mclean on
the way back went to Henry Merrihew’s for eggs 6 doz
pullets @ .30 Paid.. We had good supper but my mouth is
annoyingly cankered. This a.m. I shot a big buck gray
squirrel with double barrel muzzle load in the large
chicken yard hickory.
We made variety A&P & uptown shopping plaza
purchases. After getting home we learned with keen regret
that my esteemed respected, lifelong friend Pratt Boice is
a patient for 10 days & undergoing observation in the
Benedictine Hosp. He has really been sick all summer.
Rec’d a letter Mrs Knorph in regard to their visit last
week.

October 18, Wednesday — 64/7 a.m.   60/11 p.m.  
Warm, dark murky weather just a break or two of
morning sunshine otherwise drizzly or re-curing showers
p.m. & evng. South wind and blustery spells tonite.
Just a lazy day, just chores & otherwise I shot 5 gray
squirrels one got in high crotch of big chicken yard
hickory, couldn’t dislodge it with long pole. I got 2 with
double muzzle loader. I bought several years ago of Wil
Hamilton for $5.00, when he lived at time of wife’s death
along Mtn Road property now Larry Shurter’s – other 3
with 22 Marlin repeater. Harlowe McLean called p.m.
Ollie stemmed grapes for jelly p.m. We had delicious soft
roasted squirrel with gravy & mashed potato supper. But



my mouth is so sore from bad teeth. Ollie went to bed. I
wrote long letter Vernon Beatty, in reply to his rec’d
yesterday also wrote reply to Mrs Knorph.

October 19, Thursday — 44/7 a.m.  42/12 p.m.  Strong
southerly wind gradually shifted northerly & colder. Day
& evng mostly cloudy raw - snow squalls all around the
mountain “horseshoe”
Did chore routine & little else. Late p.m. I caught another
gray squirrel in steel 1 ½ trap at foot of big hickory. Ollie
& I picked up about 6 qts fallen nuts a.m. from the milk
house hickories & a cold job for my stiff fingers. Ollie
went to bed after a good supper. I spent evng writing long
reply letter to Mariam with belated $100. Check for
Daisy’s maintenance.

October 20, Friday — 34/7 a.m.   44/11 p.m. A possible
touch of frost at our Jacky Brook Farm. Harlowe McLean
reported ice. Brilliant sunny day, cool seasonably . Wind
light – practically cloudless. The olding moon in rising
reflected a golden glow across the reservoir.
My accomplishments principally chore routine. Ollie
made a 13 pint jar batch of tomato juice. We made a brief
trip down to Caufield garage noon time. We had a p.m.
call by Grover C. Winchell, over 50 years Olive Dist 3
Democratic committeeman ( However with G.O.P.
leanings) He will be 83,  5th of next Jan. As usual we had
a good supper & after Ollie went to bed. I wrote letter &
card to Julia Rhoades , card to Lottie Stackowitz.
Of this date 1921 a crispy bright sunny home funeral held
for Uncle Watson Bishop, conducted by Rev. Raymond



Ingersall, burial Tongore Cemetery. Mother’s & Aunt
Cornelia’s flower beds so colorful. Had killing frost that
night. He was 70 Sept 20th.

October 21, Saturday — 44/7 a.m.  48/11 p.m. Brilliant
colorful, with October crisp. Brisk with south to westerly
wind, quieting p.m. The day & evng was partly cloudy.
The soft twilight western glow provided a scene of
autumn at its best, as reflected over the reservoir and
wooded areas.
Ollie & I spread the weekly load of manure & later got a
16 bag load of sawdust with the Plymouth from Jesse
Shurter’s mill first trip since last fall. We had an excellent
variety supper. The olding moon was variously obscured
by clouds. Ollie went to bed. I had a nap & took a bath
then read till midnight, the Freeman and several
interesting chapters from the book of Jobe. I had a gray
squirrel caught by it’s neck in my 1 ½ newhouse trap at
the foot of the larger chicken yard hickory. This date in
1881 my great grandfather Henry Martin Crispell died in
his lifelong home of typhoid fever. He lacked about a
month of 80 years. We had a chat at the mill with Jesse
Shurter. He and the big wheel “Geo Chambers” were
sawing up boards for pallets.

October 22, Sunday — 36/7 a.m.  34/12 p.m. Partly
cloudy brilliant with October chill – wind northerly – all



cleared latter p.m. Brilliant olding moon tonite over
reservoir.
Just a day of routine. Pretty chilly & windy for a ride. I
spent the p.m. & evng shelling dried corn beans on
kitchen table – fully ½ bu total crop. Had p.m. calls (first
ever on Sunday) by Henry J.Rank of Boiceville call for
4yrs (Dem) & Margaret Kunkle running for 3rd term
collector – followed by Addie & Virgil Winchell. Ollie
had a good kraut & pork supper, she went to bed, & after
shilling beans I wrote to Vernon Beatty. 4 deer(no horns)
eating in garden potato patch 6 p.m.( Bold as Edna
Bitchie Bishop)
Dedication ceremonies yesterday at the new Stone Ridge
Community College.

October 23, Monday  —   28/7 a.m.  42/11 p.m. The grass
this a.m. was white with our first real  frost, with thin ice
in barn gutter tub. Sheltered vines not much affected.
Another serene brilliant cloudless heavenly perfect day,
wind light-- clear still evng. The olding moon rose with a
reddish glow back of Little Tonche at 9:25 evng.
We learned this morning  that Jesse Shurter died at his
home late last nite of a heart attack. He had been having
frequent spells and taking nytro gliserine pills. In Aug he
spent 8 days in Albany Vets Hospital but since had kept
working a few hours daily and so to speak died in the
harness. His wife Anna & sister are on a trip to Florida.
Some 25 years ago Jesse found his father Virgil Shurter
70, dead in pasture lot of heart attack. Ollie & I got
another 17 bag of sawdust but the atmosphere around the
sawmill was the silence of death. He said Saturday he



would be 76 - Dec 13th. Jesse didn’t look good, haggard &
gray eyes sunk in & his death to me is not a surprise.
After getting back we had a call by Mr & Mrs Irving
Krom of Cottekill. After a good supper Ollie retired & I
had a nap & then wrote Jean & Robt Smith.

October 24, Tuesday — 34/7 a.m. 46/11 p.m. Mild sunny
southerly wind with gradually increasing p.m. overcast.
Dark cloudy still evng.

Ollie & I got two 18 bag loads of sawdust from Jesse
Shurter’s mill – A tiresome head achy job. The mill yard
has come to life after yesterday deathly stillness. South
wind blowing birds chirping & red squirrel chattering.
Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty. It is learned that Jesse Shurter
attended Ulster Co Shrine Club benefit at Municipal
Auditorium in Kingston Sunday evening till soon after 11
o’clock. He left for home in company of Geo Chambers &
Alfred Barringer Jr. Upon arrival he parked his car, went
in kitchen locked door(a small night bulb was burning).
They heard a thump, looked in window & he laid on
floor, was quivering – called Olive Bridge Fire Dept for
oxygen
 but on arrival was stone dead.



October 25, Wednesday — 46/7 a.m.  46/11 p.m. Dismal
– cloudy – wind southerly. Blustery mild rainy all evng
till after 10 o'clock then quieted considerable – county
power failure reported.
Pretty much a do nothing day. We started for a load of
sawdust but found a chain across the mill road, coming
back we called on Mart Eckert. Did chores early. Harry &
Marie Siemsen came about 4:30 o’clock & later Jim
Burgraff at 5:30 we went to Mt Tremper where at
Caruso’s we had supper with Norman Struder, 2 lady
teachers & bus driver & 23 members of the Downtown
Community school 7th day class. Jim Burgraff, Harry & I
each took part in the educational program & we got home
10:10 with Jim (same as we went) Struder gave us each
$20.
Masonic I.O.O.F. and American Legion & Veterans of
Foreign Wars & Fire Dept held service at Humiston’s in
Kerhonkson for Brother Jesse Shurter. P.G. Arthur
Samson took my Chaplin part & Harlowe McLean the
Noble Grand. The room was banked with flowers.
Rec’d letter Grayce Ellis

October 26, Thursday — 46/7 a.m.  42/11 p.m.  Quite
sunny & mild this morning but developed cold cloudy &
windy. Broke away evening. 
Harlowe Mclean, Ollie & I attended the full house &
overflowing Samsonville Methodist Church impressively 
colorful military funeral for Jesse Shurter 1 p.m. The
service was in charge of Rev. Eric Forsburg pastor and
Rev. Harry Christiana cousin of deceased and retired
Reform Minister. A long cortege followed to the burial in



Palentown Cemetery, where full Legion military escort
was given and a crack Stewart Field, air force squad stood
on the hill above and fired 3 volleys & 2 buglers on either
side of cemetery impressively sounded taps. The burial is
on west side of cemetery(bordering the Worden family
plot of which 5 members died of flu within a week spring
of 1919. Jesse Shurter’s casket was of light varnished oak
& the massive   enscrolled vault with raised lid had a
large Masonic emblem in center. We attended open house
following at his home, where an elaborate buffet luncheon
was served in full variety reminiscent of their January
1964 Golden Wedding anniversary. Waiting congregation
for casket outside the church shivered in the cloudy cold
windy atmosphere.
Friday night 27th, Ruth West showed colored slides of the
Catskill Mtns, with taped description at Onteora school
benefit of Olive Free Library & Tongore garden club.

October 27, Friday — 34/7 a.m. 48/12 p.m.  Raw south
wind with variable cloudiness – & dark overcast evng.
Not much accomplished other than doing chores &
drawing out load manure on grass behind barn. No callers
today. We had good potato stew supper. Ollie went to
bed. I wrote letter to Julia Rhoades & to Grayce Ellis last
nite also Vernon Beatty.
Accord Farmers Co-op truck with driver Spencer Quick
delivered me 400 – Crunchy Dairy @ 4.30 =17.20. 200



corn meal @3.80 =7.60. 100 cracked corn @3.80.
Delivery charge 1.40 total $30.00. Less credit 7 bags @
.13 =.91. Cash discount 2% .60. Net paid $28.48.

October 28, Saturday — 34/7 a.m.  34/12 p.m.  
Somewhat windy raw mostly cloudy – Starlight frosty
evng.
Other than chores a do little day. Garwood Cline of Olive
Bridge employed by NY Tel Co. He was gathering
information concerning the ancestral Eckert family &
Mart Eckert was here furnished considerable data in his
recollection of his boyhood. Mart gave me to cover fire
insurance for the Hinkley house to Sept 30, 68 – $18.00.
This evng Ollie & I went with Marsh Maier & Hazel to
the Olive Republican Club rally at the Olivebridge fire
hall. I won a $5.00 grocery order from Barringer’s
Samsonville store. Annual club membership $1.00 - paid.
3 hour serving oyster and ham supper at Olivebridge M.E.
Church that netted $450.

October 29, Sunday — 26/6 a.m.  Back to standard time.
First general killing frost with 1/8 inch on barn tub –
twice that on goose pail by chicken house & also ground
frozen – much like yesterday raw wind northerly. Variable
cloudiness – sunshine and shadows.
It was a day of callers Addie & Virgil Winchell , Jean
Smith & Jeannie Chavez, Mr & Mrs Dreyer of N.Y.C. as
a teenager spent vacations & hunted with Golden Van
Benschoten. Mart Eckert who cut my hair and finally a
long early evng call by Ray Kelder. It seemed a long day



& evng, again on standard time. Ollie and I had a good
supper, & went to bed soon as convenient . Talked with
Harlowe McLean tonite. He took a p.m. ride over to
Grahamsville. Mr Dreyer, a bro mason took a keen
interest in my gun collection.

October 30, Monday — 22/7 a.m.  30/ 12 p.m. Colder
than last night – 1/4 inch ice on barn tub - ground froze
cloudless brilliant raw cold air – wind nearly calm –
starlight evng.
Just a do nothing day other than routine. Ollie tired out
after yesterday’s succession of callers. Latter p.m. we took
a walk thru the lonesome woods under the hill &
reviewed the sites of my 2 long ago saw mills and the
hard work done there by Pa & I. No callers today.
Election candidate Bob Steen’s sound truck kept Olive’s
roads hot. Noisy Bob is Dem supervisor candidate against
Skin Lester S. Davis. I developed a re-curing touch of
tummy virus with usual upset. I wrote sheriff Bill Martin
declining his invitation Fri to serve as attendant on Nov
term of supreme court. I spent the long evng writing air
mail letter to Mariam till 1 a.m. enclosing $100. Check
for Daisy’s October maintenance. 
Florence Schneider of Bostock road killed in 1 car crash
on route 28 near Shokan Reformed Church 12:45 a.m. car
near wrapped around utility pole on way home from Dick
Darlings on Reservoir road. Shokan Fire Dept responded.



October 31, Tuesday — 28/7 a.m.  44/11 p.m.  Heavy
white frost this a.m. Sunny moderated became gloomy
overcast p.m. faired away evng.
This morning Ollie & I went over to Barringer’s store in
Samsonville & collected the $5.00 worth of groceries I
won at the Republican rally, Sat nite. The store is clean
but not very well stocked & post office connected and the
atmosphere was cordial and friendly. Coming home we
called briefly on Grover Winchell, and then went in to
Shurter’s mill & got 7 bags sawdust, but it was quite wet
and heavy to handle. We had a good sardine, green beans
& mashed potato supper. We turned out the lights & laid
down so the 3 cars of roving halloweeners didnt bother
us. Rec’d letters Grayce Ellis & Mrs Currier.

November 1, Wednesday — 40/7 a.m. 46/12 p.m.  Rather
sunny mild calm with variable overcast day & evng.
This morning I had a small striped skunk in jump trap by
corner of the old chicken coop. We went over to garage
for gas & had clutch oiled. Then up Watson Hollow &
called briefly on Art Blume. He looks bad  – lost 30 lbs
was in bed. Has shingles & cancer of lungs. Dr Tocco is
attending him. 1 p.m. we went over to Shurter’s mill for
sawdust. Got stuck and had to reload the bags in trunk to
get out, got 15 bags. Was very tired getting it dumped in
barn. Also had political call by enthusiastic Democratic
candidates Bob Steen and Carl Olson for councilman.

November 2, Thursday — 50/7 a.m.  54/11 p.m. Dismal
foggy rainy day & evening downpours murky. Later
cleared stars shone turning colder.



 This a.m. went to the office of insurance agt – Stanley
Haug & I paid him $83. For Homeowners Aetna Fire Ins
Co. For home farm coverage till Sept 30th 1968, also
similar coverage on Hinkley place $10 comprehensive fire
etc policy for $5,000 on house occupied by Mart & Anna
Eckert $21. - 1st 50.00 deductible.
We then went up to call on Claude Bell 73, who is in bed
with prostate trouble. His wife Eleanor is caring for him.
After a good supper Ollie went to bed. I cleaned & sorted
a peck or more of shelled corn beans on kitchen table.
Rec’d letter Julia Rhoades & answered tonight. I caught a
small full stripe skunk in small jump trap- corner little
chicken coop.

November 3, Friday — 46/7 a.m.  42/11 p.m. More rain in
night total 1 1/4 inches. Streams again refreshed. Cloudy
a.m. threatening unsettled – sunny p.m. - starlight evng -
still.
We went down to garage this a.m. & had loose tail pipe
re-joined to muffler 1.00 paid.  Noon time we made
shopping trip to Kingston with Harlowe McLean – via
Hurley Mtn Route coming back stopped to see Helen
Marshall. She gets around with a walker, keeps gaining
but still can’t step on left foot. Ollie had a good supper –
she went to bed. I re-cleaned & sorted Burpees wax beans
on kitchen table. This a.m. I caught a big gray squirrel in
trap at foot of big hickory. 



November 4, Saturday — 42/7 a.m.  36/11 p.m.  Dismal
rainy forenoon with downpours. Slow clearing p.m. Stars
shone evng. The ground is well soaked & water running.
Streams again refreshed.
A do nothing day other then chores. Harlow McLean
called a.m. We had usual good supper – Ollie went to bed
& I went thru Catskill Mtn News & Grit. Rec’d letter
Vernon Beatty. My loose left eye tooth is miserably
annoying. Big Town of Olive Democratic Club rally
tonight at Olive Bridge fire hall.

November 5, Sunday — 34/7 a.m.  32/11 p.m. Frost and
ice last nite. Raw moderately windy November & variable
cloudiness – mountain snow squalls – cleared evng.
Brilliant crescent moon settled early behind High Point.
Snow up to 18 inches reported in Cattarogus County.
Jean and Robert Smith called briefly at noon. P.M. callers
were Addie & Virgil Winchell, Rexer, Mr & Mrs Geo
Carr & his mother & Douglas Carr & friend Rosemary
Rotella & later Ray Kelder – bro Rexer and Geo Carr
both with their chain saws very obligingly cut up some
pole wood for me to split and pile. After supper Ollie
went to bed & I started writing Freeman news copy.

November 6, Monday — 26/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.   ½ inch
ice. Brodhead areas reported low as 18. Partly cloudy raw
cold day became overcast tonight – still.
Other than routine I got some wood split – My bum hands
kept getting cold (poor circulation) Harlowe McLean
called a.m. & this p.m. Edward Neuser. We had a good
pancake hamburg supper with flour gravy. Ollie went to



bed. I had a 2 hour nap. WKNY tonight 11 o’clock giving
registered number of voters in various Ulster County
towns – as1485 for Olive. Snowbound western NY has up
to 30 in.

Newspaper clipping 11/9/67
New Paltz — Elizabeth Fahey, a 19 year old New Paltz
University college co-ed died in a 175 foot plunge down a
rock cliff she and three companions were climbing last
week Tuesday afternoon at Minnewaska.  “ I’m slipping
my fingers are slipping” the girl called as she lost her grip
on the half inch holes in the face of the rock. None of the
students were equipped for mountain climbing.

November7, Tuesday — 28/7 a.m.   38/11 p.m.  Froze ice
3/8 inch. Raw cold cloudy – dismal – light wind off
reservoir. Mountain squalls & valley flurries. There was
scarcely a flicker of sunshine – cloudy evng.
Early p.m. Ollie & I went down to vote in District No2
with Harlowe McLean. Reggie & Elsie Davis called p.m..
They expect to fly to California Nov 28.th    Kingston    re-
elected its Democratic mayor Raymond W. Garrighan
over Rep C.John Bechtold by 2605 maj. Judge Mino re-
elected over Dem John J Schick by 7645. Joe Torroca re-
elected Dist Atty over Dem David M Barnovitz 9381.
Fred DuBois re-elected Co Treas over Dem Arnold
Banker by 11,508. Olive Supervisor Lester S. Davis re-



elected for 6th term over Dem Robert Steen by 217 maj.
All republican candidates elected by sizeable majorities,
except Maggie Kunkle Dem 3rd term over Gladys
VanDeMark by 310 maj. On the new board of Co
legislators 25 Rep, 5 Dem elected. legislators to represent
Denning, Olive, Shandaken, Rochester & Hardenburgh —
Ernest Gardner& Phillip Davis. Arthur Chipp re-elected
Coroner over Ronald E.Newman Dem by over 10,000
maj. The new $10 million State Charter Proposition
defeated in county 5 - 1 State wide 3 -1. Frank Gallo
Kingston Alderman at Large Dem defeated  Loren J
Smith Rep by 849.

November 8, Wednesday — 28.7 a.m.  28.11 p.m.  Raw
cold wind northerly. Variable cloudiness & mountain
snow squalls. Clear evng with glowing half moon – set
9:45 back of South Hollow.
Did chore routine. At noon Harlowe McLean went along
with Ollie & I to Dr Irwin Hunts dental office in Ashokan.
I had my annoying upper tooth pulled & also 2 of Ollies
$10.00 paid. On the way back home from Harlowe’s we
called on Edw Neuser. We had good mashed potato,
green beans & goulash supper. Ollie went to bed. I re-
cleaned 1965 corn beans on kitchen table.

November 9, Thursday — 28/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m.  This
morning came the seasons first snow storm, whitened
ground ½ inch with light wind from reservoir. Later
melted from fields & rest of day messy.



Just a chore doing day & split & piled some wood on
porch. Ollie didn’t do much but had a good butterball
squash and mashed spuds & hamburg supper. As usual
she went to bed. I wrote Vernon Beatty & this a.m. got
out Freeman new copy. At 7:30 a.m. Don & “Bitchy”
Bishop pulled out with their trailer & headed up the hill in
the snow storm. We heard they will leave the trailer in Fla
& fly to Australia to spend the winter –“ Glory Be”

November 10, Friday — 40/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.   Dismal
overcast damp – wind light northerly. Broke away
brilliant cloudless – moon over half evng.
Did usual routine split & piled wood on porch. I had
another noon day call from Garwood Cline seeking
further information on the Eckert family, also interested
in my guns. Latter p.m. had a call by John & Gloria
Lambert & retired NY cop neighbor Jim Boyle. He
wanted to see the old spinning wheels up in attic and very
desirous to buy the big flax wheel also enthused with my
guns & Col John B. Davis’ training sword. This morning
we did a needed job cleaned the stoves & pipes & burned
out kitchen chimney.

November 11, Saturday — 30/7 a.m.   48/11 p.m.    White
frost this morning. Mild cloudy still – overcast day &
evng – light south westerly wind evng – became warmer.



No mail due to the former Armistice Day – World War I
ended 1918. Did usual routine & spread the weeks load of
manure. Split & piled wood on porch & re-filled stove
oven. Latter p.m. we called on Mr & Mrs Herbert Rexer
& friends stay over weekend. They are putting windows
in the screened in north porch. We had a tomato soup.
Ollie went to bed. I read articles in Nov 66 Readers
Digest. Harlowe McLean attended the wedding of niece
Joan Dickman in Margaretville M.E. Church 2 p.m.
Reception followed at Andes Hotel.

November 12, Sunday — 46/7 a.m.  46/11 p.m. Cloudy
warm a lusty 2 p.m. High Point blustery thunder shower
spread over the valley with bright sunshine in its wake the
rest of the p.m. An early rising nearing full moon replaced
the sunshine, but soon was blacked out by more
cloudiness & rain shower before 6 o’clock. Thundered
again below High Point.
Just a routine day of chores & split & piled more wood on
porch. Harlowe McLean called early p.m. & stayed thru
the thunder shower. We had delicious roast chicken gravy
& mashed potato supper. Ollie went to bed & I wrote
letters to Jesse Burgher & Vernon Beatty & Julia
Rhoades.

November 13, Monday — 40/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. Partly
cloudy a.m. mostly cloudy raw gloomy p.m. Moon hazy
tonight amid overcast. Wind Northerly, theres so much
cloudy weather.



Did usual routine. Split & piled wood. Latter p.m. I had a
call Elmer Carney of Kingston in search area historical
information.
Masonic Bro Arthur Blume of Watson Hollow went in
coma yesterday p.m. removed to Benedictine Hospital &
died this p.m. Lung cancer & shingles. Ollie & I had usual
good supper. She went to bed & I had a nap & got going
again 9 o’clock I rec’d a colorfully illustrated paper
covered handbook “The Beauty of Thanksgiving” sent by
Mariam & Bob from Temple, Texas, when they came for
a check up from Mexico City. Tonite I wrote Jean & Bob
Smith.

November 14, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m.  Raw
cold stingy weather. Hazily sunny. Mountains showing a
spattering of snow. This evng a messy snow storm
developed. Later full moon broke thru clouds.
I caught a possum at corner of small chicken house and a
large gray squirrel at foot of the large hickory. Rec’d letter
Vernon Beatty & card Lottie Stacknowitz. Harlowe
McLean, Ollie & I made a shopping trip to Kingston & on
out to Montgomery Wards where I got a black & green
heavy shirt with flap pockets to replace worn out one
$7.03. It was a cold trip. After a good supper – Ollie as
usual went to bed & I had a nap & then spent the evng
writing Freeman news etc.



November 15, Wednesday — 24/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  Ist
day of real winter weather. We had near 2 inches of snow
– more on mtns. Real blustery part cloudy winter weather
& bright sunshine. Brilliant high riding full moon amid
wind driven clouds – Latter evng cloudless.
Too cold to put Bubbles cow out on chain in snowy grass.
I had a cold job getting carrots out of the snow & frozen
ground. Put in barn to dry out 2 bu or more. The winter
weather grows on my old bones. We had  roast gray
squirrel with gravy & mashed potato supper. Ollie went to
bed & I had a nap on couch, then got around 10 o’clock &
wrote reply card to Lottie Stacknowitz & this a.m.
finished letter in reply to Vernon Beatty.

November 16, Thursday — 16/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.
Stinging winter cold – over 2 inches ice on barn gutter
kettle. Brilliant sunshine some thin high haze developed
p.m. – Still p.m. & evng. Roads icy in places. Glowing
high moon tonite
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Woodstock p.m.
shopped at A&P & Grand Union markets. At Lashers
Funeral Parlors paid our respects to my Masonic brother
Arthur Blume. He looks smilingly asleep in bronzed
metallic casket surrounded by beautiful floral tributes. We
talked with sister Ida Blume & other members of the
family. Masonic services tonite by Kingston Lodge #10 &
Olive Fire Dept. Was back home 4 o’clock. Did chores &
had good supper. Ollie went to bed & I had a 2 hour nap.

November 17, Friday — 26/7 a.m.   32/11 p.m.  Gloomy
threatening sun broke thru briefly a.m. a wet messy



snowstorm developed at 2:30 p.m. continued into early
evng nearly 3 inches.
Did chores & little else. Funeral services for Arthur
Blume 2 p.m. at Lashers. We did not go to Tongore
Cemetery, altho a grave canopy was provided weather
conditions with the snowstorm were bad. Olive American
Legion services were conducted by Olive Post 1627 with
a crack firing squad detail from West Point.
I did chores early & got in from the storm. We had a hot
meat stew and boiled potato super. Ollie went to bed & I
had a 2 hour nap. Then got around and had fone talk with
Vernon Beatty. Arranged for delivery of 2 tons of coal
next Thurs or Fri by High Falls dealer Harold Bush @
$26 ton. Roads slippery, snow plows operating tonite.

November 18, Saturday — 28/7 a.m.   40/11 p.m.  Damp
dismal foggy. Periods of showers p.m. – somewhat breezy
& part clearing tonight. Brilliant declining full moon
shone early evng – was somewhat hazy.
Did daily chore routine. This p.m. I finished splitting &
piling the sawed chunks. Jean & Robert Smith came 7
p.m. & brought supper with them. We had a good visit.
Harlowe McLean called p.m. My old esteemed life long
friend & schoolmate Pratt Boice, tendered a testimonial
dinner tonite at Elmers Inn, Ruby by Town of Ulster
Kiwanis Club. Pratt is retired 25 year president of Ulster
Savings Bank & owns a large dairy farm in Lake Katrine.



November 19, Sunday — 32/7 a.m.   32/12 p.m.  Raw
damp dismal – mostly cloudy – blustery. Part cloudy
tonight.
Did chores & started getting place ready down cellar
between the door and the old 2 seater sleigh for delivery
of 2 tons coal. Todays caller John Lambert twice.
Harlowe Mclean & Glen Marlatt. Prospective deer
hunters have the area filled at places to stay. One party
bought a new tent & set it up in Ray Cruthers woods.
Tonight I wrote long air letter to Mariam.

November 20, Monday — 28/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m. Quite
blustery, not very cold. Sunny with some overcast.
Brilliant moon light evng, colder windy this a.m.
Did chores, had several callers Harlowe McLean, John
Lambert, Elmer Carney. This is Virgil Winchell’s 77th

birthday. He and Addie came latter p.m. & had supper and
spent the night. Harlowe also staid for supper. Kingston
radio station reports pre dawn bumper to bumper
mountain bound traffic on route 28. Big game season
opened. Charley Davis up the hill shot a nice 6 point buck
this a.m. under the hill below Bishops house or near
vicinity. Changed oil in car (40,340)
John Polito 42, of Kingston, family formerly local
residents – 6 children — found lying dead 9 a.m. deer
hunting in wooded area north of Chas Muller property,
north of Moonhaw Road. He had left the Muller home 6
a.m., body found by Henry Muller of Centerville, LI. 

November 21, Tuesday — 18/7 a.m.   30/11 p.m. 
Brilliant sunny - cloudless other than high hazy –



becoming overcast evng. Still – white frost this a.m. &
ice.
Did usual routine. I finished air mail letter started Sunday
nite to Mariam – error letter was sent yesterday. Wrote
Vernon Beatty a.m. Addie & Virgil left for home early
p.m. after lunch. Had p.m. callers John Lambert & Edw
Neuser and friend fire chief. I finished bin space down
cellar for 2 ton coal delivery. Also got beets & carrots
packed in dry sawdust. We also went on the hill & Ollie
got eatables from the freezer. She went to bed after
supper. I had a 3 hour nap & then wrote letter Lottie
Stacknowitz.  Harlowe  Mclean  returning from
Woodstock said he counted 15 or more deer on cars on 28
between maverick Road and Boiceville.
Fred Toms 84 of Woodstock formerly years ago a local
resident died suddenly. He was serious afflicted with his
heart & within past year was weeks in hospital.

Newspaper clipping 11/21/67            Woodstock  Record
Press

                                                                    Fred Toms
Died suddenly at his home on Woodstock side Ohayo
Mountain Road   11/21/676

    Almost twenty years ago I came home one day to find
the next door neighbor, a BB gun in hand, talking to my



young step-son and a friend, who had been shooting holes
in his windows. I was astounded at what he said. Any
normal person would have been reading them the riot act,
but he was talking to them in the most altruistically
constructive way possible. He wasn’t concerned about his
windows, but about them. Thus began a long friendship
with him and his wife, with interchanges of cooked food,
homegrown vegetables and flowers, rides, books, tools,
technical information, and mutual assistance in repairs,
building and moving.
    The son of a missionary, born on a clipper ship in a
hurricane rounding Cape Horn on the way to Australia, he
had grown up among the north-west Indians, speaking
their language and living their life in virgin forests. He
was a self employed cabinet maker, carpenter, and
builder. The instinct for workmanship was one of the
fundamental drives in his life. His life was the
community’s his time and skills were at the disposal of
the Dutch Reformed Church, the scouts, the library , etc.
     We hear a great deal about religious tolerance, but it is
too frequently to justify withholding moral and ethical
judgments. Though this man was familiar and
sympathetic with all the worlds religions, for him his
catholicity never excused his or anyone else’s moral or
ethical irresponsibilities. We also hear much about rugged
individualism through the public media, and how people
like him built up this country. But is it always ultimately
to justify, not self-employment in small businesses, but
subordination to big business management and the
consequent disregard of a Parable of the Unjust Steward
(Luke)



    I know from conversation with him and his wife that
maintaining their independence was not easy and entailed
many sacrifices, and that she helped immeasurable with
her work as a teacher. But it is only in this way that our
materialistic culture can be replaced by one in which the
whole life of the hand craftsman and farmer, and
community cooperation will render coercive law
superfluous.                    
                                                                              By
Richard Crane

November 22, Wednesday — 30/7 a.m.  34/12 p.m. We
had a wet 1 ½ inch snow storm during late night. Roads
slippery – snow equipment operating. Dark - dismal -
foggy - misty weather.
4th anniversary of the assassination of president John F.
Kennedy while riding beside his wife Jackie in Dallas
Texas, parade. This morning we had a call by Mr & Mrs
Edw Neuser and friends John & Dorothy Brielli of 75
Mill Rd Ext, Woodcliffe Lake, New Jersey. Rec’d a letter
& Thanksgiving card from Julia Rhoades. They moved a
week ago from Coxsackie to their new place on High Hill
Road, Catskill Rd2 Box 218. Also rec’d very lovely card
and note from Cornelia. Norah continues a patient at the
Rome State Hosp –but is permitted to make visits home.
Toward dark Ollie & I went over in my woods across



from Bishops to see a doe deer shot & lying dead in the
snow at the end of a bloody trail from under the hill.
Charley Rex the caretaker had found it.

November 23, Thursday — 36/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m.   Rainy
night and dismal chilly - rainy day. Became blustery latter
p.m. with slow part clearing evng. The snow pretty well
disappeared from open areas. The ground is soaked – We
have so much gloomy foggy wet weather.
Just a stay at home day. Ollie busy all day with preparing
Thanksgiving. We had a really excellent roast chicken
supper with all customary trimmings. Harlowe McLean
dined with us. Ollie went to bed tired out. I spent evng
writing Julia Rhoades.

November 24, Friday — 32/7 a.m.   36/11 p.m. Bright
sunny during day. Rather breezy – became overcast at
evng – Ice formed during night.
Other than chore routine this p.m. Ollie & I made 80
pounds kraut using a bit less than 1lb salt for 10 heads of
cabbage. Also had delivery by dealer Harold Bush of
Stone Ridge 2 ton chestnut coal @$26. ton plus 2% state
sales tax. Total $27.04. The coal is good grade. Harlowe
McLean called briefly a.m. in quest of a deer. Funeral
services for Fred Toms 84 held 2 p.m. in Woodstock
Dutch Reformed church, interment in Burgher family plot
in Bushkill Cemetery. We sent Grover C. Winchell in
Benedictine Hosp as result of stroke in left side, week ago
Wed. nite. Ollie went to bed after supper & I had a nap.



November 25, Saturday — 36/7 a.m.   30/12 p.m. 
Drenching wet night with variable cloudiness & sunshine
during the day. Mountains freshly snow whitened. Dim
starlight evng.
We missed the mail & went down to P.O. & over to
garage & got $1.50 gas. Joe Caulfield’s wife Wanda now
has a position as a county health nurse. As usual we had
several p.m. callers & after a good supper Ollie went to
bed & I spent the evng writing long letter to Mr & Mrs
Merwin Heshy of Ransonville. Christmas just a month
away.

November, Sunday — 30/7 a.m.   30/ 12 p.m.   Clouded
over and rain looked imminent a.m. but sunnied up
pleasantly & the p.m. & evng was clear. Wind was
northerly. Unusually heavy white frost this a.m.
Did chore routine. Harlowe McLean called a.m. & Harry
& Marie Siensen during p.m.. Harry re-placed broken
cellar window over coal bin. Early p.m. Ollie & I called
on Mr & Mrs Herbert Rexer at their Camp Hideaway. We
had good supper – Ollie went to bed. I had a long nap.

November 27, Monday — 26/7 a.m.  32/11 p.m. Sunny
mild – white frost again this morning. Some high
summerlike high white billowing clouds drifting from
south-west. Murked over with wet snowy evening –
clearing.



Did daily routine & cleaned up some down cellar. After
writing or rather finishing last night and this a.m. &
sending a long letter to Mervin Hesher it was in deed a
pleasant and unexpected surprise to get a late afternoon
visit by him while on an over week end trip by himself
heading for Farmingdale L.I. where before his entry in
world war II in the Sea Bees he had attended Agricultural
school. He is a veteran 36 year employee of Niagara
Hudson as a line foreman.

November 28, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.   24/12 p.m. Colder
– sunny raw biting windy day. Mountain squally. Clear -
cold - windy tonite,
Did chores & that was it, not fit to be out in the cold.
Early p.m. we went down to garage & got loose tail pipe
& muffler hooked up $1.00 paid. Rec’d letter Vernon
Beatty & answered tonite also wrote Freeman news copy.

November 29, Wednesday — 24/7 a.m.   22/11 p.m. 
Cold raw northerly wind. Snow flurries generally sunny –
clear evng – biting air - became overcast later.
Harlowe Mclean came around 11:00 & brat 4 lb hamburg
from Joe the butcher in Olive Bridge. Ed Neuser came to
the door at that time & said as he came past Ollie’s a car
stood in drive in front of the old 51 Dodge & 2 boys had
the hood up and taking motor parts. Harlowe took Ollie &
I right up. The boys & car were there but they were
standing on right opposite side, had deer rifles. Evidently
they had the Dodge radiator loosened up & top front
dented in & the heater radiator core moved & put under
front seat. They denied doing anything to the Dodge &



said a Ford Station wagon along the side of the road with
2 boys drove away as they came in. Ollie got the car
number & reported to constable Geo Reitmeir. He called
back this evng & said he knew all about them, as
evidently suspicious. One said his name was Jansen a
grandson of Adrian Beadles mother. I’d say they were in
their late teens. They had a 2 tone white & green older
model Chevy sedan.
This p.m. we again went on the hill & raked up some
bedding leaves along back road, drawed down 2 car trunk
loads of firewood chunks, piled on back porch corner of
house.

November 30, Thursday — 18/7 a.m.  20/11 p.m.  
Coldest night – still - stinging cold - cloudy snowed all
after noon but so cold had only an inch. Broke away late
evng. Continued cold forecast.
This forenoon I partly split & piled the chunk wood
drawed yesterday on porch & carried some chunks in for
round stove & split in for kitchen stove. This p.m. we got
the last 2 loads. Tonight I wrote reply to Lottie
Stacknowitz & another letter to Vernon Beatty.

December 1, Friday — 14/7 a.m.  14/11 p.m. Still
cloudless snippy cold day & evening.
Aside from chores I split up some left whole of the last 2
loads of chunk wood. Around noon time we called on Mr



& Mrs Ed Neuser also went up on Maltby Hollow road to
see Geo Reitmeir in regard to the 2 boys medaling with
the old Dodge car. Harlowe McLean called a.m. Ollie as
usual went to bed after a good supper. I spent the evng
writing Grayce Ell

December 2, Saturday — 8/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m. Coldest
night clinging white frost. Sunny cloudless till early p.m.
when gradual cloudiness developed from the south west
with tingling southerly wind followed by a moderating
trend – dark windy evng.
Did chore routine – Ollie cleaned up the floors. I bucked
up some short wood for the round stove. Spread weeks
load of manure behind chicken house & hauled some pole
wood from out along woods to cut up by kitchen porch.
Town of Olive Republican Victory dance and party
tonight at the Olive Bridge fire hall. We didn’t get notice
in mail till today so made no attempt to attend. Instead we
had a good roast veal supper, Ollie went to bed. I had a
nap then got around & read awhile. Mid p.m. we had an
unexpected call by Mr & Mrs Charles Sonny Hesley of
New Paltz. He had 4 years in the army & now employed
by N.Y. City. They were looking for horse harness –
Sonny 27 wife 22.

December 3, Sunday — 34/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.   Sleet
storm started in night, very slippery this a.m. gradually
turned to downpouring – foggy rain-  and continued till
early or mid p.m. Became blustery & broke away evng.
Certainly a gloomy stormy day 1 ½ in precip.



Did chores & that did it. After rain stopped Mart Eckert
came over and gave me a much needed hair cut. Ollie & I
had a good supper, she went to bed. I took a two hour nap,
then got around & wrote Vernon Beatty. The Victory
dance & Republican rally last night at Olive Bridge very
poorly attended due to short notice – a printing mishap
held up the heralding of the event 2 days. The world
famous luxurious 20th century Limited of the New York
Central R.R. made its final run from New York to
Chicago today after 65 years service.

December 4, Monday — 32/7 a.m.   30/12 p.m.  
Cloudless northerly crisp wind but seasonally mild.
Brilliant glowing growing new moon settled before 6:30
behind South Hollow.
I bucked up some firewood by porch. We went on the hill
early p.m. to check for further vandalism on the old
Dodge. I found they had punched a hole in left side top of
radiator to pry it loose. Made a trip over to garage to talk
to Joe Caulifield. Constable Geo Reitmeir called late p.m.
in regard to damage to the old car & his efforts to check
up on the 2 vandals.

December 5, Tuesday — 24/7 a.m.   24/11 p.m. Cloudless
heavy white frost this a.m. Some high haze developed
p.m. with chill southerly wind. Clear - still - crispy -
tonight.



We drawed out manure & got a load of leaves in back
woods along road. Leaves a scarce crop. There has been
so much rain that the leaves did not gather in usual places.
This evng Ollie & I went along to Kingston with Joe
Caulifield. Ollie had supper at the Park diner. Joe & I
attended the roast beef dinner at Kingston Lodge #10
F&AM. Joe was advanced to the appointee position as
senior warden.
The deer hunting season closed at 5 p.m. Reports indicate
this was the most successful season in many years.

December 6, Wednesday — 20/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.
Exceptionally heavy encrusted icy white frost. Dismal
damp bone chilling atmosphere mountains foggy but
didn’t storm – slow moderating p.m. Still blacked out
evng.
We both tired out today, did daily routine – bucked up
some wood. After a good supper Ollie went to bed. I
exercised for 3/4 hour. Soaked my aching feet. Rec’d the
book of Ecclesiastes with keen interest. Rec’d letters from
Grayce Ellis & Vernon Beatty. Rec’d first Christmas card
from John Lamberts. 
Paul Hallenbeck 48 of Woodland Valley, well known
builder, lumberman, committed suicide by shooting
himself at his home with a 30 caliber rifle. Survivors
include his wife Dorothy.

December 7, Thursday — 32/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.  26th

anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day. Gloomy foggy misty
drizzly day & evng. Reservoir fogged out.



Did chores & put bag window in chicken house and that
did it. We had a good supper of new sour kraut and
mashed spuds. Kraut made 2 weeks tomorrow and
although it apparently did not ferment is excellent. Rec’d
Christmas cards & letter Mrs Currier. Wrote card to
Grayce Ellis & sent Margaretville paper & letter to
Vernon Beatty. Rec’d 2 Christmas cards & letter Mrs
Currier wrote cards to both tonite.
Francis Cardinal Spellman buried beneath the high alter
in crypt of St Patrick’s Cathedral in N.Y. City. The
funeral mass was attended by a throng of church & other
dignitaries including President Lyndon B. Johnson &
Vice President Hubert Humprey.

December 8, Friday — 36/7 a.m.   40/11 p.m.   Dismal
foggy this a.m. but gradually broke away and the day was
mild & sunny followed by increasing overcast & light
northerly wind.
Mrs Katherine Carr came this a.m. & did a big job
cleaning up and disinfecting Mother’s bed room over the
kitchen where Ollie had kept her pet old cat a few years
ago. Ollie & I were both just miserably tired today. We
had a usually good super, Ollie went to bed & I had a
several hour nap.

December 9, Saturday — 40/7 a.m.   26/11 p.m. —
Cloudy - dismal - damp -mild - a clearing trend developed



latter p.m. & was cloudless, still colder tonight with a
brilliant over half moon.
Did usual routine. Harlowe McLean called mail time.
This p.m. Ollie & I got load manure spread behind
chicken house & got load polewood from along road.
After doing chores I bucked up wood to fill oven & bu
basket. Funeral service 10a.m. for Albert Paul
Hallenbeck. Interment in St Francis DeSales Cemetery at
Shandaken.

December 10, Sunday — 24/7 a.m.   30/11 p.m.   White
frost – hazily sunny becoming dismally raw p.m. with
light southerly wind – cloudy tonite – rain & snow
forecast.
Harlowe McLean called a.m. & brat current issues Grit
and Catskill Mtn News. George & Katherine Carr came
early p.m. & he chain sawed a good supply firewood for
me & had supper with us. As usual Ollie went to bed. I
spent the evng writing air mail letter to Mariam &
enclosing $100.00 check for Daisy’s November
maintenance. Lynda Bird Johnson eldest & 23 year old
daughter of President & Mrs Lyndon B Johnson married
with pomp and ceremony in the White House to U.S.
Marine Captain Charles S. Robb in Episcopal ceremony.
There has been 7 White house weddings. The last in
1914.

December 11, Monday — 32/7 a.m.   32/11 p.m. Ground
covered with sleety snow during night. Everything
covered with ice. A freezing drizzle fell through the
gloomy foggy day & evng.



Did daily routine. Split wood under shed awhile p.m.
Harlowe McLean called noon time & brat Albany Sunday
paper. Rec’d Christmas card & letter from Ada Bell
which I answered tonite. Also we wrote card & letter to
Reggie & Elsie Davis now in Calabasa Cal. Ollie went to
bed right after supper 6 o’clock.

December 12. Tuesday — 36/7 a.m.    44/11 p.m.    Rainy
night & near freezy foggy downpour continued into early
afternoon, including thunder shower – south wind
developed with brief period of bright sunshine till after
sunset – again clouded over wind shifting around north
westerly & rounding moon shining tonite amid wind
driven broken clouds. Had 2 inches rain.
We went down to P.O. with missed outgoing mail around
noon & over to garage in drenching rain & got 4 gals gas
$1.50. Also piled yesterdays split wood under shed. Sent
letter with card & $3.00 Christmas check to Ellen Wilfris.
Rec’d letter & Ellenville papers & colored trailer
brochure from Vernon Beatty. We had good turkey leg
supper with gravy, baked potatoes, dressing, & delicious
sweet corn. Ollie started Christmas baking p.m. 3 fruit
cakes – went to bed as soon as supper over 6 o’clock. Had
an agreeable call by Ray Kelder.

December 13, Wednesday — 36/7 a.m.  44/11 p.m.  Part
to mostly cloudy – westerly rather raw wind. Became



cloudless evng with glowing high riding moon. Actually
the weather is unseasonably mild.
For the first in years I have a nose runny bone aching
grippy cold. Many people are complaining – cause
probably the changeable wet weather. Ollie & I made a
shopping trip to Kingston with Harlowe McLean. We did
considerable walking about town & I am so tired.
Christmas cards are coming daily. We had a good supper
& Ollie went right to bed. I had a nap & at 9:30 got on my
pins again.

December 14, Thursday — 36/7 a.m.  30/11 p.m. 
Variable overcast blustering March like wind. Moon
wading among clouds blanket tonite.
I certainly have a running bone aching cold and just had
to push myself. This p.m. with the wind slowed down
somewhat Ollie & I cleaned up 3 car trunk loads of wood
out along woods. Someone obligingly beat me to some of
it. We had a savory kraut & mashed potato supper, Ollie
went to bed. I had a nap & then got around & wrote
Vernon Beatty & Grayce Ellis.

December 15, Friday — 28/7 a.m.  30/11 p.m.   Windy
raw cloudy snow flurrying day & evng – Almost full
moon tonite, pretty much clouded over.
I kept in out of the wind & cold other than doing daily
routine. Ollie made 2 big pans of Christmas pastry this
p.m. My cold starting to break up tonight. Newly
renovated White Horse Inn at Maverick Road & 375
intersection destroyed by early morning fire.



At 5:10 p.m. the 39 year old 1750 ft 2 lane suspension
bridge crossing the Ohio River between Point Pleasant,
West VA, and Kananga Ohio, bumper to bumper traffic in
both directions collapsed into the river 80 ft below with a
terrific roar. At late reports there are 51 known dead & 28
others missing. The river dept with a 6 mile an hour
current is estimated between 30 to 70 ft. Survivor Howard
Boggs said the old bridge was bouncing up and down like
it always does, then all of a sudden everything was falling
down. Boggs lost his 18 year old wife & 17 month old
daughter when it plunged into the river channel.

December 16, Saturday — 26/7 a.m.   34/11 p.m.   Raw
windy mostly cloudy day & evng. Snow flurries – Full
moon clouded over.
My cold is much better today. Harlowe McLean called
a.m. Did usual routine. This p.m.. we drawed out manure
& got a load of slabbed off blocks from the large ash butt
that George Carr sawed up over in woods. The decaying
butt log is from the spreading tree I had cut several years
ago down along wall. This evng Lester Laurence came
around from Shokan & picked up Ollie & I & Harlowe
McLean & went to Olive Bridge  – Ollie stayed at Helen
Marshalls & we 3 attended IOOF Lodge – Delegations
present from Walden Lodge #170 & Catskill Mtn Lodge
#487. The Initiatory Degree was conferred by members of
the 3 lodges on 4 candidates – John & Eugene Ray &



Robert Hillard of Walden & Donald Laird of #487.
Attendance about 33. Refreshments served.

December 17, Sunday — 32/7 a.m.    30/12 p.m.  
Pleasantly milder, practically cloudless wind light.
Brilliant glowing early rising full moon directly across the
reservoir over south slopes of Little Tonche mtn. In rising
a golden pathway of gold was reflected across the water.
Late in the evng became overcast.
This a.m. we got a car trunk of the slabbed off ash over
across in woods. Around noon we had a short call by Jean
Smith & Jeanne Chavez. Later call by Herbert Rexer with
a Christmas remenbrance, also visit by Addie & Virgil
Winchell. Ollie & I had a good supper. She went to bed
&I spent the long evng till 2 a.m. writing cards.

December 18, Monday — 32/7 a.m.   34/12 p.m.   
Dismal damp misty weather – still cleared late evening –
bright moonlite.
 I wrote Christmas cards till near 2 a.m. and more this
morning & again put in the whole evening at it. Rec’d a
batch today – have about 86. Harlowe McLean came early
p.m. & brought groceries etc from A&P in Kingston.

December 19, Tuesday — 38/7 a.m.  32/12 p.m.  Brilliant
sprinklike sunny day - wind light. Scattered clouds –
crispy cloudless evng with glowing high riding moon.
We rec’d a continued deluge of Christmas cards and
sending accordingly. This p.m. Ollie & I went over to
Harlowe Mc Leans & he gave us a smelly soft pine
Christmas tree. I also split and piled wood on porch. In



passing by Herman Eckes we noted some “ louse” had cut
the top out of his beautiful blue spruce tree in front of the
house. Also going up this side of Ollie’s corner we saw a
rare black squirrel cross the road to the upper side. This is
the only black squirrel I have seen since 1906. Ollie says
the only one she ever saw was when she was a child. She
went to bed right after supper & I continued card writing
till after midnight.

December 20, Wednesday — 32/7 a.m.   30/11 p.m.  
Sunny mild sap weather. Variable cloudiness – little wind
– crispy cloudless evng.
I got a big over in the mud hole chain sawing job done by
good samaritians Ed Neuser & visitor John. Ollie & I got
the chunks drawed with the wagon & major 5 loads after
spreading manure. Rec’d another batch of cards & big
package from Cornelia. Ollie tired out went to bed 6
o’clock Had a call by Ray Kelder. I spent the evng writing
cards. Rec’d Christmas box from Kay.

December 21, Thursday —   26/7 a.m.   46/11 p.m.   Very
mild – south westerly wind p.m. & evng. Pretty much
overcast day & evng.
Ollie had Mrs Katherine Carr – did washing & cleaning
up & put up & decorated the pine Christmas tree. Ollie &
I both tired out from that wood hauling.



December 22, Friday — Mild dismal cloudy rained a
little. Temp falling tonite & pitch dark.
Did chores & wrote more cards a.m. & evng. Split &
piled some wood on porch. Rec’d several more cards.
Ollie as usual went to bed 6 o’clock right after supper.

December 23, Saturday — 28/7 a.m.   24/11 p.m.   Early
overcast gave way to bright sunshine. Mostly cloudy &
snow flurries p.m. Quite blustery raw & colder – cleared
evng.
Rec’d more cards have 140 on view strung up & a line
around to south windows. We drawed out manure p.m.
spread behind chicken house. Did chores & split some
wood. We had a good  cooked kraut & boiled potato
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had a bath & took a nap &
then read awhile. I sent out more cards this a.m. Robert
Longyear called up from Ledgerock, he & Bob Smith
were up cutting wood & went back late p.m.

December 24, Sunday — 24/7 a.m.   Still cold raw
lonesome day. Sun rose in deep south & went directly
under cloud blanket. Sun broke thru awhile p.m.
No callers today. Just did daily routine. Ollie made mince
& pumpkin pies. We had good cooked corn beans &
hamburg supper. Ollie went to bed & I exercised half
hour, had a nap & then got going again.

December 25, Monday — Sunny this morning, clouded
over & set in snowy around 11:30 – messy dismal p.m.
then followed a snowy blowy evng. with then moderating.
A really dismal raw Christmas.



Did routine - split some wood p.m. under shed. Had fone
call from Mariam in N.Y. City. They plan to come about
Wednesday. Harlowe McLean had a delicious turkey
supper with Ollie & I with all the trimmings & she
worked all day to do it. She as usual went to bed right
after. I spent a long evng writing Lottie Stacknowitz &
tying up packages of calendars etc to send away – Dave
Bender, Laverne Davis, Lottie Stacknowitz , Mrs Knorph,
Vernon Beatty & Ellen Wilfris.
Roads slippery & snow plow sanding trucks operating
p.m.

December 26, Tuesday — 28/7 a.m.   8/11 p.m.   Stopped
snowing in night got about 3 inches & broke away.
Brilliant snow glistening sunny day, practically cloudless
– cold still tonite.
Did usual routine & split & piled some wood under shed.
Mid p.m. took a ride down to garage got $ worth of gas
also stopped for a brief Christmas visit at Davis store &
P.O. Ollie & I had a good supper – she went to bed. I
exercised ½ hour then had a nap. Later wrote card to Mrs
Currier & got pkg of calendars enveloped to send her.
Wrote Vernon Beatty a.m. Rec’d 2 more Christmas cards
142 total count.

December 27, Wednesday — 8/ 7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  White
frost coating this morning. Sunny at times hazily scattered



high clouds drifting north – biting southerly wind awhile
p.m. Became overcast during evening – still.
Did usual routine. Split & piled some wood & drawed out
manure p.m. No callers today. We had usual good supper.
Ollie went to bed. I spent the evng writing cards Julia
Rhoades & Grayce Ellis & getting pkg calendars
enveloped to send her. Rec’d letter from her today.
Mariam called up 9 p.m. she & Bob having just arrived at
Ledgerock. Jean & Bob Smith & Robt Longyear came
today.
Blanche Rodriquez 76 was taken from her Green St apt
Saturday to Benedictine Hosp yesterday a.m. she had a
stroke & died at 10:10 tonight – nee Blanche Bishop of
Valentine Neb – 1st husband late Harvey Roosa & 2nd

Benito Rodriquez died 1960.

December 28, Thursday — 22/7 a.m.   28/11 p.m.  A
major snowstorm from day break continuing all day and
into the night.
A stay indoors day, did chore routine. We had an early
p.m. visit by Mariam & Bob & Gaye Longyear, bringing
gifts. They are staying at Ledgerock. A New Years eve
family party is planned. Ollie & I had a hot potato stew
supper & she went to bed. I had a nap & then got up &
around till 11:30 & wrote cards to Mrs Knorph & Mr &
Mrs Herbert Rexer. We missed the mail which came early
so made a trip down to P.O.. The Ulster County Board of
33 supervisors held their final & nostalgic meeting tonite
at the county office building and adapted a budget for
1968 with only 2 dissenting votes amt $15,296,850.



December 29, Friday — 30/7 a.m.  12/12 p.m.   The
snowstorm abated in the night. There was a gradual
clearing trend & the p.m. was bright and sunny. Clear
snappy still evng. There was some snow blowing during
the day.
Other than chores I shoveled path to barn & pretty well
cleaned out in front of garage. There is fully 14inches
snow but of dry texture. The road entrance is blocked
high by the passing plows. Mariam & Bob went to
Kingston p.m. & she said the streets are a miserable mess,
they had about 10 inches. After a good supper Ollie as
usual went to bed. I had a ½ hour exercise, then took a
nap & then went thru a bag of letters, papers etc and
burned a mess of junk.

December 30, Saturday — Zero 7 a.m.   10/11 p.m.  
Coldest night — white frost. Did usual routine. Brilliant
sunny calm – continued clear evng.
 I kept working at the driveway shoveling. Early p.m. the
Ledgerock gang came and all took a lusty hand opening
the drive out to road. Included were Bob, Mariam, Robert
Jr & sister Gaye also Jeannie & Victor Chavez. I ran the
Plymouth in and out twice & Bob drove their rented car in
to milkhouse. We got the snow shoveled out in front of
shed so can get manure wagon out. We had a surprise
visit by Jim Burgraff who came & had supper with Ollie
& I. She didn’t get laid down to around 8:30. Mrs Fannie



Boice the towns oldest resident sharing longevity record
with Mart Eckert native Olive resident 94 coming Jan 2 &
Fred Adsit not native to Shokan.

December 31, Sunday — 8/7 a.m.   24/11 p.m.  A cold
raw snowy day & evng. With light accumulation . Roads
somewhat slippery with blowing snow. Heavier fall evng
stopped around midnight 2 inch loose snow.
This p.m. Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Woodstock
with Plymouth and attended 2:30 funeral service at
Lasher’s for our old and esteemed friend Blanche
Rodriquez. Service by the Rev. Mr Coon pastor of Fair St
Reformed church of which she was a member. There were
about 14 floral tributes. Interment Cold Brook cemetery.
We came right back after the service via both ways
Wittenberg. This is Joe Winkler’s birthday. 36 years ago
during nite our beloved Little Honey Girl Lillian Ellen
became sick which developed fatally and following
emergency operation in Kingston Hosp early p.m. Jan 2–
32 she died peacefully just fading away (ruptured
appendix) 11:30 p.m.
Tonight Bob Smith came for Ollie & I & we joined in a
New Years Eve party at Ledgerock and saluted in with
champayne the fledgling new year of 1968. We got home
at 1:30 a.m.

Newspaper clipping    Dec. 30, 1967

Kingston Freeman                               The Good Old Days



     In reference to your recent article on building the
Ashokan Reservoir, in 1892 I resided in Olive City – now
entirely submerged by the reservoir.
     Olive City was located between Tongore (now
Olivebridge) and Broadheads, where the U&D Railroad
crossed the Esopus Creek.
    Olive City consisted of about 20 families. There was a
church, schoolhouse (which I attended) post office and
grocery store operated by Asa Bishop, and another
operated by John Locke. Also a blacksmith shop run by
Isaac Merrihew and his son Henry. I went there often and
watched them shoe horses and also oxen suspended in
stocks.
    Only a short distance along the road leading to the
Esopus Creek, there was a pulp mill, grist mill and saw
mill. There was a covered bridge over the Esopus Creek
on the road leading to Brown’s Station.
   The principal business in the surrounding area was
general farming, blue stone quarrying, cord wood hoops
and logging for sawmills in Shokan.
                                                              Yours truly,
                                                           Leslie S. Lyons
                                                          128 Washington
Avenue
                                                          Kingston, N.Y.

The Diary of Elwyn Davis 1969



January 1, Wednesday — The evening light snow storm
stopped along after midnight – partly clearing, moon
shone & became much colder & blustery. The reservoir
west basin is frozen over since December 26th. Stinging
cold & windy & generally bright sunny – moon hazy
tonite.
Mariam & Bob Longyear brot Ruth Rosengren, Ollie & I
home from the Ledgerock New Years party at 2:30 a.m.
The evening we arrived about 10 o’clock was spent very
pleasantly in a congenial family atmosphere. Orderses and
drinks were in order till the serving of a delicious
midnight supper & serving of 3 bottles of champayne left
over from gaye’s June 8th wedding. Present also were Jean
& Bob Smith Robert Longyear 3rd, Jean & Victor Chavez.
Harlowe McLean called noontime. Other than chores it
was a stay in house day. Ollie was around early but I
rested late & had my coffee & breakfast in bed.
Electric was out from 6 p.m. to 6:55.  The driving wind
froze the bathroom tonite and we drained water out at
11:30 p.m.

January 2, Thursday — Mart Eckert’s 95th birthday. 14/7
a.m. 20/11 p.m. it was a wild wintry night. Wind
continued all day and evng but not so violent. Partly
cloudy but generally sunny – slowly moderating temp.
The almost full moon pretty well clouded out.
Mail service resumed after the holiday. I sent pkg
calanders to Ellen Wilfis, New Forest P.O. BWI. Did chore
routine. I had near 3 hour historical interview p.m. with
Schuyler Weidner of Hurley Mtn Road and lecturer Capt.



Fred Snyder of Kingston. I wrote card to Mariam & Bob in
N.Y. & Mrs Currier also letter to Vernon Beatty. We had a
good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had ½ hr exercise & nap
in soft chair. 37 years gone tonite my Little Honey Girl
Lillian Ellen Davis died in Kingston Hosp childrens ward
following operation for burst appendix.

January 3, Friday — 16/7 a.m.  22/11 p.m. Raw cold air -
considerable variable overcast. Full moon hazy tonight
with light snow flurries.
Ollie fed around & I didn’t get to barn till early p.m. We
went on the hill to check on Ollie’s house & get food from
freezer. Then called on Mart Eckert & took him 2 qts of
milk & six pack for his birthday. Got chores done 4 o'clock
& got in house & called it a day. We had a good supper.
Ollie went to bed. Rec’d a belated Christmas card & note
from Mr & Mrs Wm H. Wilkins of Bklyn- colored couple
who called last April. I wrote them a long letter tonite, also
a pkg of calanders. The oath of office was administered by
Kingston City Judge Herbert Richter to 2nd term Sheriff
Wm B. Martin.

January 4, Saturday – 16/7 a.m.  10/11 p.m.  Brilliant still
cloudless crisp winter weather. The early rising full moon
(last nite) directly across the ice bound reservoir reflected a
golden pathway of gold. This morning the moon settled in
the northwest behind Moonhaw mountain.



Another housebound day other than doing chore routine. I
had bath and weekend underwear change before supper.
Ollie went to bed. I had 35 minute walking & bending
exercise. Harlowe McLean called & brot Grit &
Margaretville paper. Our good neighbor Mrs Mart Anne
Eckert is a patient from yesterday with lower leg infection
in Benedictine Hosp.

January 5, Sunday –    4/7 a.m.  8/11 p.m.  Continued
brilliant still and cloudless with stingy winter air. The
rising past full moon rising early was partly clouded out by
overcast developing in the east. Later shone brilliant in the
higher cloudless sky.
 We did daily routine. This p.m. we went over down
Schoolhouse hill & called on Ed & Peg Neuser. Due to the
ice had difficulty getting car to the driveway. The roads tho
sanded are a hazardous glare. We had good supper. Ollie
went to bed. I finished writing long reply letter to Reggie
& Elsie Davis - Zethgrhills Florida, also sending calanders.
37 years ago this afternoon our beloved 4 year 2 month old
Lillian Ellen Davis was laid to rest in the N.W. corner of
the Crispell- Davis family plot in Tongore Cemetery.

January 6, Monday — 12/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m.  The day &
evng was calm and overcast with bone chilling air. Set in
snowy evng & continued into the night.
 We did usual routine. P.m. we went down to Joe
Caufield’s garage & I got a set of 4 batteries for my Sanzo
transistor radio $1.00 also a Kelly 3 ½ lb axe with handle
$3.00 paid. We had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had



a 35 minute exercise & a nap in soft chair by coal stove
corner. I finished long letter tonite to Vernon Beatty.

January 7, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.  24/10:30 p.m. The snow
petered out in the night about 2 ½ in. Snow flurries this
forenoon - cloudy - still a few glimpses of sunshine. Stars
broke thru tonite. Raw cold air & blustery tonite, snow
blowing.
Did daily routine. Montgomery Ward service man came this
p.m. name Irving Schwarts & took my new Boston rocker
due to it squeaks. Will either have it made right o return
money $25.38. We had a delicious meat pie supper &
boiled spuds. Ollie as usual went to bed. Had a call from
Lottie Hesley. Harlowe not feeling good and hasn’t been
over since Monday. I wrote Mrs Currier.

January 8, Wednesday – 26/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m. Cleared this
morning bright and sunny – during p.m. became cloudless
stingy winter - wind calmed bright starlight evng. Later
hazed over.
Another day of daily chore routine. I took a short exercise
walk over by the corner woods p.m. We had a delicious
roasted steak supper with cooked in onions & gravy also
mashed potatoes & golden squash. Ollie went to bed. Rec’d
letter Lottie Stacknowitz & Grayce Ellis, she is in St Lukes
Hosp, Newburgh. I wrote get well card & letter tonight.



January 9, Thursday – 18/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.   We had 2
inch snowfall in night & petered out this a.m. Stingy cold
gloomy day except sun broke thru briefly at 3:25 & soon
murked over again. Dark, still evng.
Did chore routine. This latter p.m. we went down to Joe
Caulfield’s garage & bought another Kelly axe 3.00 paid
also stopped at store & P.O. Rec’d letter from Julia
Rhoades & Addie Winchell. They had no calanders &
observed New Years the day before. So we mailed her a
Herzog large figure calander with enclosed note at P.O. We
had good kraut, potato & boiled freezer pork supper. Ollie
went to bed I had 35 minute exercise & then hour nap in
soft chair.

January 10, Friday – 6/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  Steady cold
weather of variable cloudiness & sunshine. Somewhat
windy & mtn squally – overcast tonight.
Get around late mornings, nothing to do but write & chore
routine. Missed mail which came early. P.m. we went down
to P.O. & store & then over & called on harlowe McLean
As usual had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had 3/4
hour exercise then nap in soft chair by coal stove. Got
around and limbered up & then wrote reply letter to Mariam
in return to hers rec’d today of Jan 8th. They had a bumpy
trip back due to coastal weather. Plane an hour late leaving
N.Y.  Bob was bust at the new factory getting in production.
They had a hard freeze & getting garden ready for Feb
planting. We sent Ann Eckert a second card in Benedictine
Hosp. Sending a duplicate $100 check for December which
she mislaid. Monster ticker tape reception starting at
Battery up Broadway NYC. For the 10 times moon



circulation astronaughts to commander Frank Borman -
Captain James Lovell Jr & Major Wm Aanders.

January 11, Saturday – 18/7 a.m.  20/11 p.m.  Pleasant
winter weather some cloudiness but generally sunny with
moderate northerly wind – some snow blowing - starlight
evng.
Just another day of chore routine. Harlowe McLean called
at noon. His first visit since Monday. I didn’t get out to barn
till 2 p.m. Later we had a pleasant call by Ed Neuser & his
visiting New Jersey friend, Fire Chief John DeBilly.
Installation at Shokan IOOF Lodge by District Deputy
James Platt & staff of Phoenicia #154. Ollie & I went with
Harlowe & she staid with John & Helen Marshall. Officers
are Noble Grand Oliver Crawford, Vice Grand Sonny
Davis, Rec Secy Alonzo Davis, Fin Secy Arthur Sampson,
Trea Harlowe McLean, R.S.N.G. Percy Cook, LSNG Joe
Werner. R.S.S. Legrand Shultis, L.S.S. Ezra Silkworth,
RSVG Abe Davis, LSVG Geo Burgher, Warden Lester
Lawrence, Conducter Ray Cruthers, Inside Guard Ed
Ordway, Outside Guard Ed Gills, Chaplain Elwyn C. Davis.

January 12, Sunday — 20/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.  Brilliant
cloudless a.m. with considerable high clouds p.m. Ideal
winter weather but a stingy north wind – starlight evng.
A day of usual chore routine. This p.m. we took a ride over
to Triangle gas station & picked up my flashlight left by



Bob & Mariam, coming back stopped to see Mart Eckert
and Buddy left 2 qt jug milk. We had good kraut, potato
supper. Ray Kelder stopped for an hour, then Ollie went to
bed & I had an hour walking & bending exercise.

January 13, Monday – 20/7 a.m.  30/11 p.m.  Bright sunny
a.m. more cloudiness p.m. wind light northerly. Still
starlight evng & warmer – snow soft during day.
We made a mid day trip to Kingston with Harlowe McLean
& back early via Hurley mtn route. Got chores done early.
We had a good corn beans kraut & spuds supper. Ollie went
to bed. I had an 1 1/4 hr exercise then nap in soft chair. This
p.m. Mrs Lester Davis after visit to Dr Tocco’s office went
in near by drug store for a prescription & when coming out
fell, missed step and broke her wrist & got black eye &
bruises, went to Benedictine Hosp for treatment, arm too
swollen to set & returned home.

January 14, Tuesday – 28/7 a.m.  20/11 p.m. Bright
atmosphere, variable cloudiness day & evng not cold but
stingy north wind.
Did usual routine. Ollie baked a pan of apples & we had
good dressing, roast turkey leg & mashed potato supper.
Ollie went to bed. I had 35 minute exercise, took nap in soft
chair & then got around & wrote return reply letter to
Grayce Ellis, for a week a patient in St Lukes’s Hosp,
Newburgh where she works as a setter. Harlowe McLean
went to see Dr Tocco this p.m. at his Stone Ridge office &
has to take needles for pernicious anemia.  Receding Dem
Pres. Lindon B. Johnson made his swan song State of
Union address 9 p.m. to aimable both houses of Congress at



the nations Capitol. He deplored the despised Viet Nam
devastating war with the lament we “tried”

January 15, Wednesday – 20/7 a.m.  20/11 p.m.  Cloudless
brilliant sunny, ideal winter weather but crisp northerly
wind – cloudless evng.
Did usual routine. This p.m. while sharpening Ollie’s long
chopping knife in the barn vice, I got a  bloody cut on right
side of left thumb. Another run of the mill of life
happening. We had usual good supper – cooked kraut,
boiled potato & baked apples. Ollie went to bed. I had 3/4
hr indoor exercise. Then finished printing up a Freeman
News Copy. Finished & sent letter to Vernon Beatty also
rec’d letter from him.

January 16, Thursday – 6/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  Brilliant sunny
cloudless – continued crispy winter . Stars dimmed out
tonight - calm.
Due to my cut thumb Ollie milked Bubbles. Did limited
chore routine. Wrote up a complimentary news copy to
Catskill Mtn Star - finished tonight. We had usual good
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had 35 minute exercise also a
nap.

January 17, Friday – 26/7 a.m.  32...../11 p.m. Cloudy some
wind southerly. Raw slow rising temperature. Still overcast



tonight – weather report a slow moving storm working up
from the south.
Ollie milked Bubbles again taking 1 teat, Jimetta calf the
others. I didn’t go out till early p.m. & carried out manure
on pile. Accord Co-op brot 2 more paid for bags Crunchy &
one crack corn net $3.72 Paid This a.m. I wrote reply letter
to CWO Bunky Harrison, Williamsburg, VA

January 18, Saturday – 36/7 a.m.  40/11 p.m. Cloudy mild
snow settling – Feeble attempts at sunshine. Intermittent
light rains. First semblence of a January thaw. Icy this
morning – Dark still evng.
Ollie milked for 3rd time. Harlowe McLean called around
noon. Spent considerable time reading a most fascinating
autobiography of Else K LaFoe M.D. Woman surgeon
famous German born and educated doctor & surgeon after
world war 2 practiced in NYC.

January 19, Sunday — 34/7 a.m.  28/11 p.m. Variable
cloudiness mild but stingy. Light northerly wind – cloudless
evng.
Willie Van Leuvan Jr brother Robert and uncle Tip Rotella
came and butchered black yearling plump heifer, Henrietta,
bought baby calf mid August 1967 of Henry Merrihew for
15.00. She dressed and beautifully 400lb Paid $8.00 for
butchering. Ollie & I had delicious meat pie for supper. She
went to bed. I was tired & had long nap. Larry Kelder our
Head Acres Neighbors 60th birthday.

January 20, Monday – 22/7 a.m.  22/11 p.m. Sunny crispy
light northerly wind some high fleecy overcast - clear still



evng & bright rim of new moon settled early behind south
mountain.
Other than chores a card to Vernon Beatty. Ollie & I were
invited over to Harlowe McLeans and saw the television
broadcast from noon till around 3:30 of the swearing in of
the 37th President Richard Milhaus Nixon & Vice President
Spiro Agnew & watched the crowds & motorcade till the
presidential box was filling up preceding start of the 2 hour
parade & the departure of now exPres Lyndon B Johnson
by plane to the family home in Texas. Mr & Mrs Irving
Krom came late p.m. for their side of beef 200 pounds paid
for same $100. @ .50 lb.

January 21, Tuesday – 22/7 a.m.  22/11 p.m. Sunny pleasant
thawed snow settled. Some high thin lacy clouds. Forecast
snow & sleet, rain - - - - elsewhere. Clear still evng. Bright
growing crescent moon accompanying evng stars.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Kingston with
Plymouth. Took 190 lbs beef out to Mrs Pratt Boice - Paid
check $95.00. Also went to Wards & Myron liquors.
Coming back did uptown and A&P shopping $17.55 –
Diskay store $1.75. Went on to Stone Ridge where Harlowe
saw Dr Tocco at his office. Then home via Atwood 213.
Stopped briefly at John and Helen Marshall’s. We had good
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had full hour exercise, then long
nap.



January 22, Wednesday – 21/7 a.m.  28/11 p.m. Pleasant
thawing sunny day still – high streaky overcast. Bright
moon evng directly over crest south mountain.
Did usual routine. I miss Henretta & the extra work
involved. This p.m. cut thumb healing, I went over in
woods across road & cut & sledded to house 5 loads sapling
firewood. Got some needed exercise & tried out new Kelly
axe. We had mess of the rib beef so tender & delicious for
supper with freezer green beans & gravy & mashed spuds.
Ollie went to bed. Had hour call by Ray Kelder. Then I
wrote return reply letter to Mrs Currier.

January 23, Thursday — 34/7 a.m.   36/12 p.m. A dismal
mild messy day and evng. Still misty a.m. heavier during
p.m. & evng.
Just did chore routine. I started milking Bubbles. I bucked
up & carried in more than oven full of green round wood
for drying out. Pretty much a lazy in door day. Wrote to
Vernon Beatty this a.m. Had usual good supper, delicious
tender liver, gravy & mashed spuds. Our January belated
thaw is come. Ollie went to bed before 6. I had an hours
exercise. I spent evng writing Grayce Ellis & card to Julia
Rhoades.

January 24, Friday — 38/7 a.m.  38/12 p.m. Rainy night –
foggy dismal chill rainy weather. The tough snow melting
slowly. Late evng a rift in the inky murk showed in the
west.
Pretty much a do nothing weather. This a.m. I wrote Vernon
Beatty (correction) Rec’d letter from him, instead I wrote
Addie & Virgil Winchell. I rec’d 2 pair of really classy



glasses ordered Jan 4th from Nulife Products $2.95 pr. Both
entirely to strong & returned them p.m. Mart Eckert came
for 2 qt jugs milk & took pkg to P.O. First he has been here
in several weeks. Ollie & I had a steak supper. She went to
bed. I had 3/4 hr exercise & a good nap. Then got around &
read till after 12 p.m.

January 25, Saturday — 32/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.  Thick fog
this morning but sunnied into a really beautiful springlike
day with variable high cloudiness – clear colder evng fresh
northerly wind and high plump half moon over south mtn.
Harlowe McLean came around noon and we took a ride up
to see Mr & Mrs Lew Kaufman at Mt Tremper but not
home. We noted the new and now operative saw mill on
north side of drive entrance (Duke Eckers.) This p.m. I
finished bucking up the green firewood & piled on porch.
Rec’d letter Ada Bell & Julia Rhoades. We had usual good
supper liver & fried onions, mashed taters. Ollie went to
bed. I had weekly bath & underwear change. 
To trooper and Mrs John Schetzel of Whispell Rd their first
born a son Michael John – Jan 23rd.

January 26, Sunday — 16/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  Sunny stingy
but pleasant this morning becoming overcast & later partly
clear – bone chilling wind.
Other than chores it was a house bound day. Harlowe
McLean called toward noon. Mid p.m. we had a pleasing



and unexpected call by Annie and Ed Bence of Kingston
and her brother & sister Lester & Florence Lounsberry of
Kripplebush. Ollie & I had a delicious roasted beef ribs &
mashed potato & pea supper. As usual she went to bed. I
had a full hour exercise & read in Feb American Heritage.
Wrote reply to Julia Rhoades evng & card Vernon Beatty.

January 27, Monday — 10/7 a.m.  6/11 p.m.  Stingy cold
weather. Became cloudless this morning. Bright sunshine -
icy north wind. Temp no higher than 26 – still tonite, high
riding over ½ moon.
Other than chores a stay in house day. Started compiling my
Federal income tax report. No callers today. William Every
84 of Mt Tremper died after a long illness in Kingston,
Thurs Jan 21. His mother and Roamer Hinkley’s wife
(sisters) daughters of Wm & Mahala Eckert Hinkley.. The
family well known pre reservoir residents, moved to
Kingston during reservoir building years. We had a good
supper buttercup squash & hash. Ollie went to bed. Tonite I
made out check for general taxes to coll. Magaret Kunkle.
Home Farm val $1200 rate 74.43 per M – $149.15. Old
Hinkley Farm val 450. – $53.31. Ollie’s Place 500. Tax
$59.23.

January 28, Tuesday – Zero – 7 a.m.  14/12 p.m.  Still
brilliant cloudless became overcast tonight.
Did daily routine and worked on my tax report. Real serene
mid winter. This evening after first calling on Mr & Mrs
Lew Kaufman & Lois, Ollie and I went to Phoenicia with
Harlowe McLean. Ollie stayed with Mrs James Platt and
Harlowe and I attended the IOOF homecoming installation.



Following the meeting an oyster stew table luncheon was
served. Visiting delegations present from Aretus, West
Saugerties and Shokan Lodges. Members of each acted as
standins to fill the staff. I served as chaplain.

Janusry 29, Wednesday — 14/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m. Bone
chilling dismal foggy misty freezy weather. Bare ground
whitened by the icy mist.
Other than Onteora many wide area schools are closed. A
stay indoors day. I didn’t go out till mid p.m. Ollie checked
otherwise. I had coffee & milk egg toast in bed & staid
there till mail came. I worked some with income tax
figures. Ray Kelder called 5 to 6:15 p.m. We had good
belated supper. Ollie went to bed. I had 3/4 hr exercise &
then a nap in soft chair. Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty.

January 30, Thursday — 20 degrees 34/11 p.m. Continued
foggy drizzling dismal freezy ice storm. Everything is
encrusted. Dark rainy evng.
Sanding trucks operated all day. Roads & fields a glare of
icy and water. School closings more widespread than
yesterday including the Onteora system. Ollie wen to mail
box & did part of chores. I had usual coffee & breakfast in
bed. Wrote to vernon Beatty and District Deputy James
Platt & missed the mail. I worked on my and Ollie’s income
tax reports. A really stay indoors day. We had good kraut &
potato supper. Ollie went to bed. I spent evng writing



Mariam 36 years today (correction Jan 31st) I accompanied
her to New York to begin training in St Lukes Hospital.

January 31, Friday — 40/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m. A late night
wind broke away the dismal 2 day prevailing fog and
freezing rain. Broken clouds gave way to a brilliant windy
sunshiny day. Wind quieted during p.m. & was cloudless
evng with a glowing high riding nearing full moon. Later
clouding from west – thawing during day and all schools
opened.
Sanding crews continued busy this morning covering the
icy slick. Neil R. Windrum lifelong resident of Shokan
found dead at his Ridge Road home this morning. This p.m.
Ollie & I cut a car trunk load of pole wood at entrance of
her quarry road. We had good steak supper. Ollie went to
bed. I had a nap then got around & wrote card to Vernon
Beatty & complimentary news copy for C atskill Mtn Star.

February 1, Saturday – 34/7 a.m.  39/11 p.m. A still mild
sap snowy day with over an inch of soft accumulation .
Broke away late evng – moon shone.
It is another doing chores and house bound weather. I
worked further with the income tax compiling. No callers
today. The fresh snow over ice proved slippery walking &
travel conditions. Weather forecasters indicate further
similar conditions. I rec’d air mail letters from Ellen Wilfris
also personally one from her cousin., a college graduate
Miss Olive Powell of St Elizabeth Jamacia  with her
picture.. Who is  - - -  - - of sponsorship to come to the U.S.
Both letters were written by Miss Powell as due to eye sight



her cousin is unable to see. Harvey Lincie Every crippled
due to a former car accident fell on ice near their garage on
Every Rd in Watson Hollow taken by ambulance this a.m.
to Kingston Hosp with broken left hip.

February 2, Sunday — 28/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m.  At the close
of this still damp overcast ground Hog day the skies cleared
ans a soft cloudless full moon rose in heavenly splendor
over Kingston way - but soon again clouded over.
Harlowe mc Lean called before noon. We got around fairly
early & I cut up 2 bu baskets of small round wood & did
daily chore routine. We talked with Jean Smith who with
Robert are over at Ledgerock for the weekend. The
reservoir ice field is bleaching white with yesterdays snow
contrasting vividly with the darkened woods ground on
both sides. We had a delectable meat pie and baked spud
supper. Ollie went to bed. I had 3/4 hr exercise, last nite 35
min. Friday night  
1 1/4 hrs walking and bending. Yesterday I rec’d letter from
Ellen Wilfris & her cousin Mrs Blanche Powell . I answered
tonight & enclosed gift check for Ellen. Funeral service
2:30 p.m. at Lashers in Woodstock for Neil Windrum.
Remains placed in Tongore cemetery vault.

February 3, Monday — 26/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.   As I
expected the weather was thick foggy & fine snow or rain
falling this morning, gradually snow became heavier. Soft



& clinging till latter p.m. when clouds started rifting in
west. We had all of 3 inches. Blustery tonite – moon shone
thru broken clouds – sand trucks and scrappers operating
this a.m. 
Col. John B Davis would write in an 1850 odd year diary
“A snowy day at home”. I finished & got out letters this
a.m. to Grayce Ellis, Jean Smith enclosed Jamicia letters &
picture & Saugerties Mtn Star & enclding a letter to Vernon
Beatty and Herbie & Ellie Rexer. It was fortunate Neil
Windrum’s funeral was yesterday. Harlowe Mclean called
a.m. Had p.m. call by Shandaken Loggers John Frazier and
Fitchner. A stay in house day. We had good liver fried
onions & mashed potato supper. Ollie went to bed. I had
full hr exercise then wrote to Julia Rhoades.

February 4, Tuesday — 18/7 a.m.  20/11 p.m.  Certainly
cold rough variably cloudy snow blowing weather. Variable
cloudiness but generally sunny, clear evng with glowing
past full moon but wild windy. Snow forcast, temp rising
slowly.
Rec’d letter Addie Winchell, Grayce Ellis, latter Lottie
Stackowitz & Vernon Beatty answered him tonite. Just did
chore routine & bucked up some green wood. Ollie had a
delicious boiled vegetable supper. She went to bed. I had
hour & quarter exercise. About 8 o’clock a wild gust
blowed a chair on porch back into bottom of west kitchen
window breaking double thick glass. However Ollie & I
managed to get the window covered pretty good.



February 5, Wednesday — 18/7 a.m.  18/11 p.m. Cold but
not so rough as yesterday. Variable cloudiness, mountain
squally. Moon shone tonite thru rifted clouds.
Ollie did morning barn chores. I did letter writing, finished
& sent letters to Vernon Beatty, Addie & Virgil Winchell &
letter to logger John Frazil, Shandaken, birthday cards to
Gus Korittke79 on 7th. Get well cards to Lincie Every at
Kingston Hosp & Ernie Beesmer in Benedictine. This p.m.
bucked up & got in some green round wood. Did nite barn
chores. Rec’d card from Gaye Vorkink in Tubinger West
Germany, wrote back tonite. Rec’d letter Ellie Rexer.

February 6, Thursday – 6/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m.  Brilliant still
cloudless – pleasantly mild during day. Partly cloudy
tonight.
Catherine Carr came this a.m. with George to work & she
spent the day – gave me a hair cut & did some odd jobs,
retapped broken sink drain gooseneck & got miserable leak
stopped. Geo came after work & took out window sash &
fitted & putied new 28X28 double thick glass. They staid
for supper. I had Bubbles out in sun behind garage p.m. first
in weeks. Ollie went to bed as usual early. Rec’d letter Julia
Rhoades that Bob was in Catskill Hosp a week with passed
kidney stone also trouble in the mountain. I wrote Vernon
Beatty also wrote to her.



February 7, 8/7 a.m.  16/10 p.m.   Cloudless brilliant calm –
a little colder than yesterday. Bright starlight evng.
Ollie & I went to Kingston with Harlowe McLean both
ways via Hurley mtn route, was back about 3:45. Rec’d
letter Vernon Beatty. We had good warmed over kraut &
meat pie supper with usual spuds. Ollie went to bed. I wrote
news copy for Catskill mtn Star. Preceding had 1 1/4 hr
exercise. This is Ulster Co’s best welder and mechanic Gus
Korittke’s 79th birthday.

February 8,Saturday — 6/7 a.m.   26/11 p.m. Still cold
cloudless this morning followed by gradual thickening
overcast and a raw snowy air. Dark cloudy still evng – a
heavy storm seems imminent. 
Wrote reply tp Vernon Beatty also Catskill Mtn Star and
sent birthday card to Mrs Hazel Maier (today) and Mrs
Mary Hyde (tomorrow) We had a mid day call by an old
Maple Dell friend of 45 years. Bob Wenzel of Harrison,
N.J.. Ollie cleaned the floors. I helped with chores and
bucked up the remaining green wood by porch. We had a
good spaghetti with meat balls supper.  Ollie went to bed. I
spent the evng after taking my bath & underwear change
writing Freeman news copy.

February 9, Sunday — 26/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.  Heaviest
storm of the winter. Snow started in the night and continued
till early p.m. followed by blizzardly blowing and drifting
snow. Local fall 5 inches much heavier toward NY.
Another snowy day at home as Col John B Davis chronicled
in a 1853 or 8 diary. No callers today. Ollie & I did daily
chore routine. I carried in wood & that was it. I spent 5 or



more hours compiling a Freeman news copy. We had a tip
top supper, roast A&P chicken, dressing, mashed spuds,
cooked spinach & onions & cranberry sauce. Ollie as usual
went to bed.. I exercised from 5:30 to 6:35.

February 10, Monday — 24/7 a.m.  22/11 p.m. Worst
seaboard storm in 8 years.The stormy skies became brilliant
cloudless this morning. It was a rough night and the
blowing N.W. wind continued all day, with blowing and
drifting snow partly calm cloudless latter hazy – NY city
had 15 inches. Road crews worked all night. Widespread
school closings  Onteora, New York city & Albany.
Business paralyzed, NY security market closed first in
history. Columbia & Duchess dairy trucks drifted in. Fifth
Ave in NY deserted, 5ooo air passengers mostly for Florida
stranded at Kennedy airport. The entire eastern seaboard
crippled. Little or no snow in western NY. Armories &
public buildings gave warmth & shelter. Thousands of cars
stranded along highways. NY Thruway closed this a.m from
Albany to NYC. No newspapers or bread truck deliveries.
Hard drifts part way to barn and close along barn. Bishop
caretaker opened drive this p.m. with beaver. Did chore
routine. Had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had hour
exercise. Wrote to Vernon Beatty & mailed Freeman news
copy. Harlowe McLean called p.m. Wrote letters D.D.
James Platt tonight & Olive Powell, St Elizabeth ,Jamica.



February 11, Tuesday — Milder still variable cloudiness,
snow softened. Starlight evng. Looked snowy p.m. but
broke away.
I wrote Capt Ed West of Shandaken sent him to check on
the 1802 Tongore road time map & recorded in Marbletown
clerks office John Lounsberry.  Yesterday NY to Albany
Thruway closing first in 20 year history.  Suffern to NY still
closed. Bad conditions, roads blocked continue across the
Hudson. Did daily routine, shoveled drifted path toward
barn & in front of garage . Had car out to road to warm up.
Harry & Marie Siensen & Harlowe called a.m. had 6  - 7
o’clock call by Ray Kelder, held up supper. Ollie went to
bed. I wrote Mrs Currier.

February 12, Wednesday — 22/7 a.m   24/11 p.m. Variable
morning cloudy. Sap snowy p.m. Nasty, cleared starlight
still evng – colder.
Did usual routine. Had noontime call by Mr & Mrs James
Platt in regard to Dist Grand Comm meeting the date to be
April 12th Saturday. Their stay was brief as Harlowe
McLean came to take us up to Lewis Kaufman’s where I
left Grandpa Crispell’s old Boston Rocker. We then went to
Woodstock to see Lil McVilty. She is in remarkable
physical recovery from her near fatal alone auto accident
night of Oct 7th. But learned with sad regret that Brother Jim
McVilty nearly 63 is dying of rapid developing cancer of
the spine at Benedictine Hospital. We then stopped at A&P
market $10.00. Wrote card to Julia Rhoades & Herbie
Rexer. Rec’d letter Grayce Ellis & Vernon Beatty. Tonite I
wrote Mr & Mrs James Platt in regard to District meeting.



Februsry 13, Thursday — 24/7 a.m.  14/11 p.m. Seasonable
winter weather. Variable cloudiness day & evng. Stingy
north wind.
Got around late. Just did usual routine – tarred 2 leaky pails
& put handle in shingle hatchet, I got at Camp Woodland
museum with Norman Struder several years ago. Had usual
good supper. Ollie wen to bed. I had hour & quarter
exercise. Then wrote reply letter to Vernon Beatty. The
County Legislators that is successor to the Board of
Supervisors tonite passed the much discussed Ulster County
sales tax 27 – 6 effective June 1st. Presently Kingston has
2% and State of NY 2%.

February 14, Friday — 12/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m. Mid winter
weather. Bright sunny with scattered high overcast – stingy
light northerly wind. Few stars showing tonight.
I was plain lazy this a.m. had coffee & breakfast in bed.
Wrote Barbara Moncure about my birthday party 23rd also
read intensely book feature in now Readers Digest – County
Down In The Holy Land & didn’t get up & dressed till 1
o’clock. No callers today. Did afternoon routine. We had a
good supper, potato stew & cooked kraut. Ollie went to
bed. I had 2 hour walking & bending exercise. Wrote card
tonite to Mrs Currier, sending another calander.. This date
at 2 p.m. Lena Smith & Robert Pleasants married at the
home of her parents in a deep snow storm performed by
Rev. E.W. Minns (1st Baptist Church) pastor in new church.



February 15, Saturday — 12/7 a.m.  18/11 p.m. Cloudless
perfect mid winter day and evening – crispy light winds.
Got around late a.m. after coffee and breakfast in bed. Just
did chore routine with Ollie’s help. Harlowe McLean called
after mail came. Also George Carr came 5 o’clock after
work & Ollie gave him gal Jersey milk. We had good
supper. Jean Smith called from Ledgerock. Ollie went to
bed. I had bath & changed underwear & flannel shirt. I had
1 1/4 house exercise. Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty and 2 pair
amber X -UM3 reading or driving glasses from Nulife Co,
Cas Cot, Conn for exchange Jan 25th - too strong. Purchase
price $2.95 pr. George Caufield came this p.m. for further
school paper historical information.

February 16, Sunday — 14/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.  Serenely
brilliant cloudless other than some high fleecy haze
developed p.m. Northerly wind light, clear starlight evng.
Sunset 4:30 climbing toward the crest of south mtn.
A quiet at home day. We talked with Jean Smith,
weekending at Ledgerock. They plan to have us for supper
next Saturday and will come around 7 o’clock. Ollie invited
Harlowe McLean for supper which pleased him. We had
meat loaf & scalloped potatoes & baked apples. We visited
awhile, Ollie went to bed. I did an hour house exercise.
Finished letter to Vernon Haskins.

February 17, Monday — 16/7 a.m.  20/10:30 p.m. Brilliant
calm & cloudless except for high thin streaky p.m. haze –
starlight evng.
Just did routine. Shoveled out turning place by milk house
& by kitchen porch. We missed mail this a.m. Rec’d nice



card heart valentine & letter Addie Winchell. Good supper
re-heated meat loaf and creamed taters - baked apples. Ollie
went to bed. I had hour good exercise. Wrote Vernon Beatty
tonight.

February 18, Tuesday —18/7 a.m.  34/10 p.m.      Rec’d
genealogy of the Samuel Davis line from Dr David B Davis
– (Ada Mich) Cloudy damp raw this a.m. sun broke thru
near noon & was hazily sunny p.m. Starlight evng - calm
today Tiny rim of new moon early evng high over South
Mtn.
I got around late had coffee & breakfast in bed. We wrote
letters & sent 2 birthday cards to Grace Winchell for
Feb.20th. Rec’d card Vernon Beatty. Harlowe McLean
called early p.m. I put Bubbles out in sun behind garage
p.m. Ollie & I went over along edge of woods above mail
box & I cut 2 soft maple saplings & drawed to porch pile
with car. We had good supper. Ray Kelder called – Ollie
went to bed.

February 19, Wednesday – 34/7 a.m.  34/12 p.m. Cloudy
raw messy light snow set in mid p.m. & continued into the
night. Temp hung in mid 30's. 
Did p.m. barn chores and worked up some of the soft maple
wood we cut yesterday. Ollie did her part of chores. I’m
feeling very tired and achy. We had good lamb stew supper.



Ollie went to bed. I laid down on couch & didn’t get up till
1:15

February 20, Thursday — 34/7 a.m.  34/10 p.m. Variable
overcast filtered sunshine - little wind & raw air but
thawing – starlight evng.
Harlowe McLean, Ollie & I went to Accord with Plymouth
to annual meeting of Accord Farmers Co-op at the store.
10% discount on regular stock also attended the for free
pancake & sausage dinner at Patroon Grange Hall. I bought
500 lb crunchy dairy feed @$4.55  $22.70 less 2 % also 2
10 qt galvanized pails @ .90 & 36in bow saw blade 1.35.
Made a hurried call on Vernon Beatty. Was back home
3:15. Later Ollie & I called on Herbie & Elsie Rexer, up on
their first visit in 2 months. We didn’t want any supper.
Ollie went to bed & I read awhile. I got 11 birthday cards
today.

February 21, Friday — 28/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m. Pleasantly
sunny some overcast thawing. Cloudless evng. Brilliant
crescent moon over south mtn.
Did usual routine. Shoveled snow from in front of open
shed. Finished bucking up green wood by porch. I had
delivery of 2 big truck loads of maple beech slab wood by
Maurice Lane Jr (Lane Lumber Co)@$10 per load - paid
$20.00 We had a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I spent
evng working on tax report. Ollie made double batch soft
choco plain cake my long time honored annual birthday
cake – first featured by Aunt Cornelia Bishop around 70
years ago. At her death in 1935 Mother continued the
making until she became incapacitated & then Ollie took



over the making. Ollie had Katherine Carr help today $6.00.
Herbie & Elsie Rexer paid a congenial p.m. visit. This evng
Ollie & I were guests at a birthday party & dinner at
Ledgerock (correction Saturday evng).

February 22, Saturday — 28/7 a.m.  32/11 p.m. Dense fog
chilling damp – heavy white frost turned to ice coated
landscape – which melted later as temperature rose lightly.
Fog faded somewhat p.m. Dismal damp evng. This morning
the sun was shining in Phoenicia.
Did daily routine, breakfast, some slab wood.( Refer to
preceding page) Herbie & Elsie Rexer presented me with qt
of 8 year old scotch whiskey and from Jeannie & Victor
Chavez a 5th of Roses – Bob & Jean Smith bottle of
imported Port Wine. Bob & Victor Chavez came for Ollie
& I & brat us home 1:30. They loaded and fired 2 salutes
from my Flint Lock rifle.

February 23, Sunday — 32/7 a.m. 32/12 p.m. Dismal damp
foggy developed into a misty snowy afternoon and evng.
but didn’t turn out only around 1 ½ in.
This p.m. we had a house gathering of friends for my 79th

birthday anniversary and received a variety of gifts. Pictures
were taken, one me holding Ollie’s big chocolate birthday
cake, another of Ed Neuser & me sitting on my couch also
partly showing Peg Neuser & Harlowe McLean in corner by
door. Refreshments included beverages, cake, ice cream,



coffee. Guests included 95 year old Mart Eckert but he
didn’t get out of car & didn’t stay. Harry Siemsen
entertained with his singing & guitar. John and Helen
Marshall, Ruth Rosengren. Had congratulatory fone call
from John & Dot Billi from Lake, NJ.
Danny & Maurice Lane cut & hauled truck load logs from
under the hill in snowstorm 2529 ft.
Ex Gen. Ike Eisenhower had emergency intestinal stoppage
operation at Walter Reed army Hosp - a patient for severe
recurring heart attacks since early autumn.

February 24, Monday — 32/7 a.m.  34/12 p.m. Raw dismal
damp overcast still day & evening. Temp got up to 40.
Snow scrapper plows & sanding crews operating this a.m.
Did daily chore routine. We both feel laggy after the
birthday festivities. We had a good kraut with franks &
boiled potato supper. Ollie went to bed. I did 11/4 hr indoor
exercises. I also bucked up some slab wood & filled the
oven. Harlowe McLean called early p.m. The former Alfred
Bell one story house unoccupied & currently owned by
John McManus was gutted by fire of suspicious origin
about 1:40 a.m. 4 Olive Fire companies responded. The
building is a total loss. It’s location is back from 28A,
second up from Weidner’s poultry farm entrance. I rec’d an
over week end batch of birthday cards making a total of 46,
also rec’d air letter from Mariam with gift check $25.00.
Wrote reply tonight also letter to Jean Smith.

February 25, Tuesday — 32/7 a.m.  28/12 p.m.  Cloudy
dismal damp, light snow flurries & raw light north wind.
Only a few peeps of sunshine – cloudy raw evng. Temp got



up to 40 - thawing some but is still winter. Vermont, New
England states having 2 – 3 feet snow storm.
Did daily chores bucked up some slab wood. I finished &
got 2 air letters off to Mariam this a.m. We had good lamb
stew, boiled taters & kraut supper. Ollie as usual went to
bed. More cards came today, have total of 53. Tonight I
wrote Addie & Virgil Winchell.

February 26, Wednesday — 26/7 a.m.  30/12 p.m. Cloudy
raw damp air still occasional glimpses of sunshine - a bit
squally. Moon shone thru a blur early evng.
We went to Kingston shopping with Harlowe McLean,
Hurley mtn route. Home 3:20. Mountains look cold &
snowy. Ollie bought a marked down brown check & plush
trimmed car coat at Britts $19.98 with 4% tax. First new car
coat in 15 years. She got me a birthday jackknife at
Herzog’s 2.00. Shopped at Diskay store, & Hurley Ave
A&P $15.50. Both tired & glad to be home. Had a good
supper & Ollie went to bed. I had hour exercise, spent evng
writing Vernon Beatty reply. Had hour exercise after
supper.

February 27, Thursday — 26/7 a.m.  28/12 p.m.  Continued
stagnated mostly cloudy weather day and evng with periods
of p.m. sunshine.
Did usual routine. Bucked up some slab wood & brot
indoors, filled oven & under stove & piled some on porch.



Lena Brewster lifelong friend & old schoolmate called p.m.
& we three had a good past my birthday visit. She brot a
loaf anamanda bread. Had usual good supper. Ollie went to
bed. I did ½ hr exercise & being tired had an all evng nap.

February 28, Friday — 26/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m.  Early
overcast disippated and brilliant sunshine developed.
Thawing -- pleasantly mild. Still cloudless brilliant
moonlight evening & rounding toward full.
It was hard for me to get limbered up so stiff and sore.
However aside from routine I got the big barn gutter tub set
up ready for butchering, cut tires & wood handy also sawed
& split some slab wood & piled on porch. Wrote Mrs
Currier. Willie Van Leuven 20 of Traver Hollow reported
for 3 year enlistment at Albany induction center in the
heavy equipment field. He trains at Fort Dix.

March 1, Saturday — 20/7 a.m.  30/11 p.m. Early overcast
gave way to a raw stingy hazily sunny day. Light wind off
reservoir. Hazy moonlight evng – mid p.m. rising.
Did usual routine. Everything all set for butchering black
pigger. Bucked up some slab wood & piled on porch.
Harlowe McLean called & brot Margaretville news & Grit.
Mart Eckert came p.m. & gave him 2 qts milk also Geo
Carr after work & gave him a gal jug. Harlowe also had 2 qt
jug. We had good roast beef & boiled tater supper also
brocoli. Ollie went to bed. I had over hour exercise. Dan &
Maurice Lane Jr came after work & paid me on 50/50 basis
for 2529 ft logs red oak assortment. My share $110.53. 562
ft veneer oak @145 per M.  1218ft @ 80 per M.  749 ft @ 
60 per M. 



I had bath & underwear change. Funeral service 2 p.m. at
Lasher’s in Woodstock for Edna Bishop’s mother, Mrs
Lena Barber Gessner 78 an old schoolmate. Casket placed
in Tongore cemetery vault.

March 2, Sunday — 20/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. Cloudy raw
threatening wind light. Attempts to snow petered out, till a
nor-easter set in 5 o’clock, snow blowed on porches but
snow pretty well petered out at 9 o’clock measuring an
inch. Later heavier snow renewed – wind south.
The days job was getting black pigger butchered & hung
down celler. Scaled before dressing 234 – dressed  224, in
excellent condition. Had tip top butchering help. Lorenzo
Rotella & brothers  Jim & Tom Van Leuven. Water kettle
& scalding cask back in place, $8.00 paid. We had usual
good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had an hours exercise.
Town snow plows out sanding & scraping tonite.

March 3, Monday — 30/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. We had a plump
2 inch snow. It was still snowing this a.m. in Kingston,
where again bogged down. The reported depth with drifting
from 12  -15 inches. Greene County snowed in, Sawkill,
Hurley & even Olive Bridge reported 10 inches. An unusual
spotty storm. Mostly cloudy somewhat windy, cleared
during evng. Bright almost full moon. 



 All school districts closed. Snow equipment operated all
night. Middletown reported to 25 inches. No snow above
Albany or west & the metropolitan area had but a trace.
I finished cutting up the pig meat. Harlowe McLean &
Raymond Kelder were separate p.m. callers. We had a
boiled meat, kraut & mashed potato supper. Ollie went to
bed. I read papers. Sent letter to Vernon Beatty & birthday
card & letter to Herbie Rexer. Space craft Apollo no 9
blasted off 11 a.m. from Cape Kennedy on10 days
experimental flight.

March 4, Tuesday — 26/7 a.m.  24/11 p.m. Morning
overcast gave way to brilliant crispy sunny weather &
became cloudless. Stingy northerly wind but thawing.
Cloudless evng with majestic full moon (last nite) rising
early over Kingston & veering southerly in orbit.
Wrote reply to Ellen Van Valkenburg. The days principal
work was getting the meat in brine cure & in solution of
brown sugar & salt peter preservative. 75 lbs cut in half
hams & shoulders, 8lb bacon strips & 12 lbs side pork
separate in 4 gal crock – used 8lb salt. This evng Lew &
Marian Kaufman of Mt Tremper returned my Grandpa
Crispell’s Boston light rocking chair which her father
repaired - 15.00 paid The chair had been unused in the attic
for a number of years.

March 5, Wednesday — 16/7 a.m.  16/12 p.m. Cloudless
brilliant winter weather. Stingy north- westerly wind – temp
remained under 30. Glowing full moon (last nite) rose just
south of Kingston at 7:45 – cloudless calm tonite.



Just did chore routine, bucked up some slab wood & filled
oven and under stove. Ollie got the sausage meat cut up &
this p.m. we took it down to butcher Joe Aronofsky for
grinding – 15lb pork & 6lb fat & bought 7lbs nice hamburg
@.50 to mix with the fat. We stopped at Harlowe McLeans
coming back. We had a delicious sausage, green beans &
boiled potato supper. Ollie went to bed. I had an hours
exercise.

March 6, Thursday – 12/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m. The day was
hazily sunny & moderated thawing p.m. Overcast
thickening tonight & the decreasing full moon just dim blur
in south east.
Both feeling tired and achy. That old fashion grippy feeling
but no indication of a cold. I didn’t get to the barn till early
afternoon. Ollie did feeding chores. This p.m. I made
myself buck up some  slab wood. Harlowe McLean went to
Kingston & brot some things from A&P. We had good
boiled backbone, mashed potatoes & corn bean supper.
Ollie went to bed. I wrote letter Vernon Beatty & Lorenzo
Rotella & card to Julia Rhoades.

March 7, Friday — 24/7 a.m. 24/10 p.m. Cloudy snow
forcast but the storm upon reaching White Plains veered off
to the sea & Long Island. Sun broke thru at noon & became
cloudless p.m. with brisk gusty north March wind –
continued evng - real wintry.



I feel tired and achy & did but little other than chores & get
in wood. Ollie cut up & packaged spare ribs for freezer. We
had good supper, fried pork liver, mashed spuds &
succotash. Rec’d letter Vernon Beatty & 1 pkg of Freeman
envelopes. I had a call this evng by Mr Robert Pettie & 6
grade son Mark. Helen Marshall accompanied them for
directions. Mr Pettie was seeking information for his son’s
school composition regarding location of residences etc in
pre-reservoir Brown Station.

March 8, Saturday — 22/7 a.m.  28/11 p.m. Crisp northerly
wind. Variable high cloudiness, sunny, brilliant clear
starlight evng.
I had a miserable legs aching night. Neither of us feeling
peppy today. Did usual routine. Harlowe McLean called
mid p.m.. Ollie & I had a good supper of beef sausage,
scalloped potatoes & butter beans from freezer. After mail
came we went down to P.O. and store, then on the hill &
put meat in Ollie’s freezer. Rec’d letter Julia Rhoades. They
had been sick with flu. Geo Carr came after work for gal
milk. I had weekend bath & underwear change. We had a
good supper. Ollie went to bed. I had an hour exercise &
wrote reply to Julia Rhoades.

March 9, Sunday – Brilliant sunny practically cloudless –
light northerly wind - cloudless evng.
Daniel and Maurice Lane Jr cut and snaked out along 28A
& loaded logs for the Boiceville Lumber plant. A large red
oak cut in edge of woods on side hill. Others below the old
sawmill road & a clump of hemlock on top of hill on south
side of grown up pasture lot. I made 3 trips to check up with



the logging. Jim Burgraff made a 2 hour call latter p.m.
Ollie & I had good supper boiled backbone, mashed spuds
& creamed onions. Ollie as usual went to bed. I had 35 min
exercise.

March 10, Monday — 26/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m. Typical
blustery mountain squally cold March weather, with
variable overcast – brightening sunny p.m.. Light flurries
tonite.
I didn’t get out to barn till p.m. Ollie did feeding chores
meanwhile. Early p.m. we took a look see walk around
down under the hill. Bucked up & carried in some slab
wood. We had delicious hot sausage stew supper. Ollie
went to bed. I wrote Freeman news copy. Addie & Virgil
Winchell in Daytona Beach, Fla where they are enjoying
life other than cold weather.

March 11, Tuesday — 18/7 a.m.  16/11 p.m. Cold windy
variable overcast day & evng.
I finished & mailed Freeman news copy a.m. Did part
chores & bucked up & carried in some slab wood. Ollie
cooked the pig rinds & had some for supper with mashed
spuds & boiled cabbage. Ollie as usual went to bed. I wrote
Lottie Stacknowitz. Had after supper exercise. The blizzard
of 1888 recalled Sunday p.m. March 11th big wet snow
flakes gathered intensity during the night and raged for 3
days to Thursday a.m.–  sun came out. There were reported



20 ft drifts & other places fields blown bare. Ulster &
Delaware Monday freight train west bound stalled & a
week at Shokan station.

March 12, Wednesday — ANNIVERSARY of BLIZZARD
of 1888.  18/7 a.m.  24/12 p.m. Continued cold sunny with
variable high clouds day & evng. Reservoir continues ice
clad since Dec 26th, now pretty much spotty windswept.
Did usual routine– chores, bucked slabs etc. Took look see
walk under the hill – cut logs cleaned up. No callers today.
Had before 8 a.m. fone call from Norah Herrington visiting
in Kingston. Her attitude was supercilious and demanding
when ollie answered call. She got really no information
from me. Had visited her grandmother yesterday p.m.. Mart
Eckert 95 Jan 2nd was visiting aunt & uncle Mr & Mrs
Henry Longyear at present Watson Hollow Inn & snow
bound near a week. (During the blizzard of 1888) Sent
birthday card letter to Elsie Rexer for March 15th.
10:10 p.m. had a fone call from Fosdell of Suffern Grand
Master of Masons State of NY. Had just returned from
Grand Lodge session in Guadajara in Mexico. Had met Bob
Longyear now Deputy Grand Master. He and wife had
dinner last nite with Bob & Mariam at their home in
Mexico City.

March 13, Thursday —24/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. Mostly cloudy
day & evng. Periods of sunshine – continued on the wintry
side - Quite windy evng.
Noon time Ollie & I went over to Harlowe Mcleans and
saw the T.V.. Splash down of Appolo 9 with it’s 3 member



crew & pick up by helicopters. The craft was in space 10
days and no difficulty encountered with craft or crew.
Telephone man Leonard Byer of Phoenicia called p.m. We
had good supper. Ollie went to bed. After 6 o’clock Dan
Lane came & paid me check $169.16 for the following 585
Doyle measure no 1 red oak @ 145 per M 84.82 – (1362 @
80 per M 84.82 – 2409 @ 60 per M 144.54 assorted logs)
my 50/50 share = total ft.4 356 — $169.16 

march 14, Friday — 32/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. Mostly cloudy
wind northerly – starlight evng. The atmosphere had the
first feeling of spring – snow softening.
Wrote Vernon Beatty. Rec’d pkg newspapers etc from Mrs
Currier. Noontime Ollie & I took a walk down under the
hill. I did some cleaning up around the barn & chores. Also
had a latter p.m. call by Ed Neuser and John Beilli. We had
a good supper. Ollie went to bed. I did ½ hr exercise. Then
took a nap. Third day of the blizzard of 1888.

March 15, Saturday — 28/7 a.m.  32/11 p.m. Mostly cloudy
a.m. consistent cold northerly wind. Sunnied up p.m. clear
starlight evng.
Did daily chore routine. Bucked up & split some slab wood
& filled up over. Harlowe McLean called – also Victoria
Caufield selling orders for Girl Scout cookies. We had
usual good supper. I had a bath & changed underwear etc.
Ollie went to bed. I read some & looked over pkg of



magazines & papers & calander Mrs Currier sent. Rec’d
letter Vernon Beatty, altho 6 years are gone, he remains
lonely over the death of his loved and devoted wife Iona -
March 14 /63. Marty Giuliano and Mary Eliz Penny married
p.m. in the Stony Hollow Catholic church. Full house
attendance & reception following at Minervini’s in
Boiceville.

March 16, Sunday — 22/7 a.m.  26/11 p.m. Continued cold
Northerly wind. Variable cloudiness but mostly bright
sunny cloudless evng.
1st good maple sap day. Harlowe McLean called noon time.
Dan and Skip Lane came early p.m. & brot me whitewood
boards they sawed out for a wagon box from one of my
logs. We then went over on Ollie’s quarry wood lot &
looked over the timber & the shale quarry. Later they cut
and pulled out for loading logs along the pasture lot line
fence adjoining Bishop. We had kraut and cooked fresh
pork & boiled potato supper. As usual Ollie went to bed. I
spent my evng reading etc after an hour exercise.

March 17, Monday — 22/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m.  The sun sets
behind center of South mtn at 5:03. Cloudless brilliant,
southerly wind developed & beacame warmest day this
year. Plenty deep snow in cold mountain slopes.
I did chores & puttered around. Ollie tired all day from
yesterdays walking. We had delicious supper hamburg,
mashed spuds & fried onions. Ollie went to bed. I had 1 1/4
hr indoor exercise. Had surprise call p.m. by widow of Mr 
Claude Mutt Davis, & adopted 14 year old daughter Robin.
Wrote letters to Addie Winchell and Vernon Haskins.



March 18, Tuesday — 60 degrees at 5:30    36/7 a.m.  40/12
p.m. Cloudless soft southerly wind. Spring has suddenly
broke the binds of winter. Big black flies swarming over the
ground, red wing blackbirds & flocks of robins are back.
This p.m. Ollie & I went to Woodstock with Harlowe
McLean & back after 3 o’clock. Stopped to see Lil
McVitty’s & left 2 qt jug milk but wasn’t home. Shopped at
A & P. I bucked up some slabs. We had a good supper.
Ollie went to bed. I had 3 minutes exercise & laid down on
couch & didn’t get up till near 3 o’clock.

March 19, Wednesday —31/7 a.m.  40/11 p.m. Clear but
not brilliant or warm as yesterday. Haze over during p.m.
dark overcast evng.
Did usual routine . Had Bubbles out in sun behind garage &
kept busy most of p.m. bucking up & piling mostly short
slab wood on porch for round stove. We had good supper
fried potatoes with onions, meaty kraut & boiled pork.
Harlowe McLean & Jerry Tisch called late p.m. Ollie went
to bed after supper. I had hour walking exercise.

March 20, Thursday – !st Day of Spring: 36/7 a.m.  36/12
p.m. Murky still damp snowy air thru day & evng. Feeble
periods of sunshine p.m.
We got ready for Kingston but found car battery dead so
early p.m. we went with Harlowe Mc Lean stopped at
Hurley Ave A& P & uptown Kingston, went to State of



N.Y. bank 50 shares of Sinclair oil bought at &16 for
exchange due to American Richfield taking over Sinclair oil
co will get.6 share for 1 of Sinclair (30 shares) and 50
shares $2.80 convertable preferred – Present Quote 97+ &
66 + respectively. Went out towards Saugerties to the Geo
B. Brink pig & dairy farm & Old Stage Rd and bought a 45
lb white barrow pig for $20 adding $2.00 for gasoline for
car cost $22. We got on wrong road coming back & was 6
p.m. arriving home. The new Dunn home in pine grove on
north end of Brodhead road damaged tis p.m. by defective
wiring. 

March 21, Friday — 36/7 a.m.  44/10/p.m.  We had .6" of
rain during latter part of night. Dismal  mountain fogged
this morning – sun broke thru at times also during p.m. A
few stars were shining tonight. This is the observed phase
of the new moon the 19th. The temperature was mild
normally & calm. The snow banks faded during the night &
snow thinned out on South mtn. The east side is bare other
than Tysteneck, but the reservoir ice field remained intact.
I did only routine being tired out from yesterdays trip same
as Ollie. Got recharged battery from garage $1.00 back in
car it started ok. We had delicious vegetable lamb stew
supper. Ollie went to bed. I did an hour exercise walking
and bending touching fingers to floor. Frost partly out of
garden & I dug mess of parsnips. Rec’d an air letter from
Mariam.

March 22, Saturday — 36/7 a.m.  30/12 p.m. After the
morning overcast dispersed the day was mostly bright &
sunny. Temperature seasonable & northerly wind.



Cloudless evng & glowing crescent moon settled late
behind the Wittenbergs.
I did but usual routine. The Rexers were at their camp
Hideaway for the weekend, their first visit in a month. Elsie
came over this p.m. & we went along back with her & had
drinks. Herbie walked back with us to drive entrance. Ollie
& I had a light supper. She went to bed. I had a bath &
clothes change & read a news clipping on the 1847
Mexican war Mariam sent in her letter of yesterday. Rec’d
150 Dist Grand Comm meeting notice cards for mailing
Dist Past Grands. Printed by catskill Mountain Star price
14.75.

March 23,Sunday  – 20/7 a.m.  34/11 p.m. Good sap day if
re-tapped. Heavenly perfect cloudless day and evening.
Light northerly wind. Glowing ½ moon over the
Wittenbergs. Froze up this a.m. My 79th birthday month
gone today.
Did only chore routine. We walked over & had outdoor chat
p.m. with Herbie & Elsie Rexer. Had hi balls & snacks.
Came back & found that Vernon Beatty was here. His 2nd

attempt. Why don’t people give a ring? A week of
evangelistic service started 7 p.m. in Olive- Shokan Baptist
Church. Rev. Osterhoudt Phillips, Shokan Dutch church in
charge. We had rather light supper.
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