
ELWYN DAVIS DIARY 1947

JANUARY 1  Wednesday   16-7am  Reservoir frozen
over night before bed     16-11pm
Cold raw still, overcast with morning sun occasionally
wanly breaking thru. Set in snowing at dusk & continued
into night.   Roads & fields a glare of icy crust from sleet
storms. Several inch snow beneath. Did usual daily tasks
& split some wood pm.  Sent air mail letter to daughter
Mariam in Havana. Mother prepared a savory  New
Year’s supper.

JANUARY 2  Thursday  28-7am
30-12pm

The snow turned to freezing rain during night, the new
fall being 3 or 4”  The weather was gloomy, everything
ice covered & a drizzle to heavier rain fell most of day. 
Snow plows were out in force this pm. Road traveling
crusty & slippery.  Did chores & drawed out load manure
on garden after dinner in rain. The weather conditions
are decidedly in keeping with that of Jan 2-1952, the
15th anniversary of the death in Kingston Hosp.
Childrens Ward, 11.20pm of my beloved and adored
darling little 4 yr old daughter Little Honey Girl, Lillian
Ellen Davis.

JANUARY 3  Friday  30-7am
20-11pm

Foggy feezing drizzle fell pretty much throughout the
glum crusty slippery day. Everything ice covered. Put in
the day doing chores mostly. Not fit for outdoor work.



Sent box 2 dz eggs to Mrs. Longyear at Brooklyn
They are due back tomorrow by plane from their
Christmas visit with Mariam & family in Havana. 
Daughter Cornelia underwent her appendicitis operation
15 yrs ago today, performed by Dr Chandler at Kingston
Hosp.

JANUARY 4  Saturday   22-7am
6-11pm

Cleared during night. Bright sunny day. Still & cold.
Colder tonight. Still bright moonlight -  Put in the
forenoon doing chores & stacking up the kitchen porch
with split slab wood. This pm cleared out Ollie pig pens
- Rec’d letter & 2 cards from Cornelia.  Jennie Kerr
underwent operation this am by Dr. WS Bush, at
Benedictine Hosp. - Her condition is critical - a ruptured
ulcer on the appendix.

JANUARY 5  Sunday   3-7am
26-12pm

Clear crispy cold this morning - Light northerly wind.
Gradually became overcast pm moderating & set in
snowing evng. - Roads a slippery glare of ice.  15th
anniversary of the funeral of my beloved and adored
Little Honey Girl - Lillian Ellen Davis. Funeral held in
our home 2 pm Jan 5-1932-Rev. C.F.W. Ahrens
officiating.  Today I went over & had dinner at Sunny
Cliff Farm with our esteemed friends Mr & Mrs Henry
Winchell. They still had their Christmas tree awaiting my
visit.  Charley & Mrs Langer called pm.



JANUARY 6  Monday         
8-12pm

Snowed about 1” during night. Clear cold still-
magnificent crispy evng with early rising full moon
moon, nearly light as day.  Did usual daily chores & split
some wood for Ollie pm.  This evng I took Mort & Mary
Roe & Ollie to Phoenicia, and saw screen version of the
book Black Beauty.  The Donald Bishops returned from
their trip to Florida - They left day before Thanksgiving.
Rec’d letter from Mrs. Longyear. They arrived back in
Bklyn Sat. By plane from their trip to Havana.

JANUARY 7  Tuesday   34-7am
36-12pm

Gusty blustery shifting winds geneally cloudy with snow
flurries.    Despite the bluster with help of Swan
Brewster, Jim Burgher & Ollie this pm we butchered two
yearling pigs, Raul and Nubbins. The latter one, Ollie’s,
the former mine.   Rec’d letters Kay & Dick.

JANUARY 8  Wednesday  28-7am
22-12pm

Last night snow flurries brought young blizzard blowing
conditions this morning. The day was rather windy
thruout & part cloudy. Clear cold moonlight evng. 
Wrote “news” copy this morning - & did usual chores.
This pm Swan Brewster helped me drawed a 16ft
seasoned ash log to the Sueples mill & and got him dray
load of hemlock slabs.



JANUARY 9  Thursday   12-6.30am
6-11pm

Fair cold typical January weather. Somewhat windy calm
moonlight frosty tonight. Roads continue a glare of ice.
County hired trucks are sanding slippery stretches along
28A.  Busy with daily chores. This pm drawed out
manure on garden & Swan Brewster helped me take an
oak log to mill & got a dray load of slabs for him.

JANUARY 10  Friday   6-7am
24-12pm

Continued cold & mostly clear & sunny. Raw wind off
reservoir during day. Became overcast evng with snow
flurries.   I helped Swan Brewster butcher their pig about
4 mo. Old - During pm after letting out the cattle for
exercise we split up some wood at Ollie’s. - This evng I
went to Olive Bridge and got my hair cut at Bill Lortz’s 
Called at Pete Crawford’s on way back.

JANUARY 11  Saturday  28-7am
46-10pm

Overcast this morning but cleared toward noon, bright &
sunny, becoming overcast during the PM & clearing
again evng. Strong southerly winds cut the snow & ice-
Winds shifting were very strong early evng. Drawed cart
load manure & got load sawdust am.  2pm I attended
funeral in Olive Bridge church of Justice Frank D
Manley. A delegation of members of Shokan I.O.O.F.
Lodge No 491 present.  Ritualistic services conducted by
Arthur Trowbridge as Noble Grand & I as Chaplain.
Sermon by Rev. Donald Williams. Interment Tongore



Cemetery.

JANUARY 12  Sunday  38-7am
12-11pm

Clear cold bright sunshine. Raw afternoon winds
northerly. Still clear & much colder tonight.   I went over
to Charley Duloff’s this am & paid for 3rd bag of meal
for my bull.  Meanwhile he had Hazzie Wager bringing
Bill home in his truck. He seems glad to be back &
perfectly contented in stantion.  Tonight I wrote to
Jeanne Longyear & all in Havana, also letter to Cornelia.

JANUARY 13  Monday  2-7am
24-12pm

Part cloudy sunny am - Overcast gloomy pm  Calm
atmosphere.  Swan Brewster installed new Sears
Roebuck muffler & tail pipe on my Chevy am - He had
dinner with mother & I - Then he took down for their
garden a cart load of manure  I gave him.  During pm I
gave Ollie a hand splitting wood.  Rec’d letter from
Dick.

JANUARY 14  Tuesday  26-7am
32-11pm

Freezing drizzle fell most of the day & this evng. -
Everything is a glare of ice. Roads slippery as glass.
Ollie canned 6 qt jars of pigs ribs and backbone meat for
us.  Sand trucks made the hills passable pm but caution
is the watchword.

JANUARY 15  Wednesday  34-7am



36-11pm
Rained in night  A dismal damp foggy chill day. Rained 
hard most of pm - Ice clinging to the trees. Still slippery
but roads much better than yesterday, with ice party
thawed away.  Wrote “news” copy am - Sent Estimated
1946 Declaration to Kingston Federal Income Tax
Bureau  - Complete report to be filed by March 15.  I
helped Ollie make sausage pm - Mother & I spent our
evening together  I read several articles in “Coronet”
JANUARY 16  Thursday  33-7am

36-11pm
Foggy & drizzling am - Windy pm cutting the snow &
ice - Turning colder blustery evng & snow squalled.
Took over cart load manure & spread on corn ground -
went to mill & got load sawdust.

JANUARY 17  Friday   22-7am
26-11pm

Part cloudy - with bright afternoon sunshine, Calm,
blustery early & colder evng.     Did chores - Helped
Ollie - finished splitting her pile of seasoned firewood,
greased & altered pigs etc.  Have miserable achy legs
tonight, & twists of  rheumatix generally.

JANUARY 18  Saturday  
22-12pm

Partly cloudy - moderately cold. Raw wind.    Took over
dray load manure & spread on corn ground & took a load
of sap wood mill slabs up to Ollie’s. Doc McCartney of
Ellenville stopped & altered several of her pigs. Tonight
I attended I.O.O.F. Lodge installation by District Deputy



Harlowe McLean & staff.  Chas Gustavson re seated
Noble Grand - Burton Barringer, Vice Grand  Reginald
E. Davis-Rec. Secy.  Virgil Gordon-Fin. Secy.- Art
Trowbridge, Treas. - Alonzo Davis, Warden - Abram
Smith, conductor
Art Trowbridge- R.S.N.G.     John Crispell - Right       
Supporter ,  Henry Terwilliger - Left        Supporter,
(blank) R.Supporter Vice Grand,  Francis Quick -
L.Supporter Vice Grand,         Elmer F. Davis-Inside
Guardian, John Bush - Outside Guardian,  Robert
Crispell - Chaplain, who succeeds me after many years
of service.

JANUARY 19  Sunday  12-6:30am
24-11pm

Overcast am  Cleared - crispy - Still, became overcast
evng.      Did usual round of chores. Re stacks up the
kitchen porch with slab wood. This pm Mrs. Langer &
Charley called - She had celebrated her 90th birthday Jan
16th. Had rec’d nearly 60 cards & $16 in money.
Brought mother & I pieces of her birthday cake. - Abram
Smith, Cherrytown gun smith & friend Oscar Mann,
antique dealer of Edgewater, N.J. came to see my
collection of guns. Mr. Smith was pleased at his first
time to shoot a flint lock rifle.

JANUARY 20  Monday  32-7am
46-11:30pm

Arrived rainy and continued pretty much a freezing
downpour most of day. - Turned warmer during pm with
brisk south westerly wind, which pretty well shipped



some of the snow & ice - clearing late evng.
This afternoon with help of Jim Burgher, David Bender
& Ollie we butchered my bull Bill. He dressed 355 and is
in excellent condition.  Rec’d wonderful letter from
Mariam, via air mail from Havana.

JANUARY 21  Tuesday  34-7am
10-7pm

More rain in night turning to snow squalls this morning,
with gale like winds, turing much colder, blustery &
heavy snow squalls.   Drawed out manure this am - Swan
Brewster helped me quarter & weight the beef carcass.
This afternoon I delivered an 85 front quarter to Mr. &
Mrs. Henry Winchell’s @.35 lb   & 83lb hind quarter
@.38  lb to George Lounsbery’s Kripplebush. Wrote
news copy tonight.

JANUARY 22  Wednesday  6-6:30am
12-10pm

Raw cold blustery wintry weather. Considerably overcast
with light snow in the atmosphere.  Cut up some beef
this am, gave Jim Burgher, Ed Avery & Mort Roe each a
price & sent a 10lb pkg to Charley Duloff. This pm I
cleaned up the pile of sawed mill slabs, piling the heavier
pieces under wood shed & re-stocking kitchen porch
ranks.

JANUARY 23  Thursday  8-7am
24-10pm

Partly cloudy-nice afternoon sunshine. Wind has quieted
& more pleasant than yesterday. Snow squally evng.  



Cut up beef for canning & mother & I ground several
pounds for beef sausage, mixing with pork fat.  Ollie
canned 7 qt jars for us & have meant cut for several
more. I re-sprained my right leg on the icy crust getting
the cows this pm from pasture exercise.  Leg has
bothered & lame for a couple weeks or more. Wrote card
& letter to Jeannie Longyear wrote for her birthday
Sunday in Havana.

JANUARY 24  Friday  46-10:30am
44-12pm

Partly cloudy breezy mild. Snow water running.    Swan
Brewster helped me take over cart lad manure & get load
sawdust. I then took lumber wagon & brought a load of
slabs at Ollie’s down home for sawing. This evng. Ollie,
Mort & Mary Roe & myself went to Phoenicia movies,
saw March of Time reel about occupation of Germany in
zones occupied by British French  US & Russian forces,
a comic Tom & Jerry cartoon reel & feature, Rage In
Heaven.  2 barns on former Abel North farm near Olive
Bridge, burned this forenoon. Property now owned by
Henry Ruess.

JANUARY 25  Saturday   42-7am
26-11pm

Bright sunny (northerly) breezy springlike day, freezing
tonight. Typical sap weather.  The snow & ice took a
licking today & exposed landscape is bare.   Sawed up
load slab wood for Ollie, with my outfit down at
Brewsters & after taking load up & unloading I got load
slabs for Brewster’s at saw mill.



The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
BARNS ARE DESTROYED
Two large barns on the former Abel North farm at Olive
Bridge were destroyed by fire Friday.  The farm had been
sold some time ago and at that time an auction was held
and the live stock and equipment were disposed of.  At
the time the fire was discovered yesterday there was no
live stock in the building in which the fire started.  A
second barn or granary adjoining was also destroyed.
Origin of the fire was not known.

JANUARY 26  Sunday  26-7am
36-11pm

Cloudy - mild- storm brewing still. Rainy all evening.   I
helped Swan Brewster saw up the load of slabs.
Mr & Mrs Brewster had supper with Mother & I.  She
prepared an excellent meal. Fried sausage cakes, mashed
potatoes, sauerkraut, biscuits, apple pie - cookies, fruit
cake, coffee etc.  I wrote to Mrs.Knorpp tonight.

JANUARY 27  Monday  30-7am
44-12pm

The day dawned beautifully sunny, but later a heavy cold
damp fog blotted out the sun till toward noon when it
gradually disentegrated and the remainder of the day was
sunny & like the breaking of spring. Freezing developed
as the day waned & late evng brought winds & warmer. 
Drawed over cart load manure am and got wagon load of
mill slabs home pm.



JANUARY 28  Tuesday  32-7am
32-11pm

Another sunny warm spring day & evng. Brisk nor
easterly day winds - calm evng.     Snow gone & frost out
of ground.  Ollie helped Mother can sausage & during
pm I got a load of hemlock mill slabs.  Got out the first
batch of hams & bacon & hung up to smoke.  Rec’d
letter Kay & Dick.

JANUARY 29  Wednesday  28-7am
28-12pm

Started storming this morning but soon stopped. The
forenoon was glum overcast partly cleared & sunny pm
becoming overcast again evng. Winds were calm.    I
started smoke under hams this am - re-loaded manure
cart on big wagon & took it over & spread on orchard lot
corn ground. The(n) got a good load of hemlock mill
slabs.

JANUARY 30  Thursday  28-7am
54-11pm

Foggy & misty drizzily. Mild - Turned much warmer at
evng, with fresh brisk southerly wind. Rained hard late
evng.    Ollie Burger is sick with an intestinal upset and
called Dr. Hans J. Cohn of Woodstock. This pm I got a
load of sawed lumber & slabs from Suepfles Mill - 236ft
from 2 logs I drawed to mill a few weeks ago.  I did
Ollie’s chores.

JANUARY 31  Friday  38-7am
32-11pm



Weather partly cloudy - Windy & cooler.   Ollie is better
today & did her chores this pm  I helped Swan Brewster
pm drawing firewood  (it) their woods & sawing it.    Ex
Supervisor Lemuel E DuBois 76 yr old mother suffered a
heavy stroke early this am at her home in Ashokan.

FEBRUARY 1   Saturday   24-7am

Colder raw windy partly cloudy.  Drawed over manure
am..  Kept smoke going under hams.  Helped Swan
Brewster draw & saw up firewood pm & brought saw
bench back up home. I attended IOOF Lodge evening -
Large turnout, refreshments.  Initiatory Degree conferred
on James McLoughlin   Andrew Radtke Fred Weeks Sr. 
Charles Nygaard.

FEBRUARY 2  Sunday  14-7am
22-11pm

Cold raw windy part cloudy. Snow flakes in atmosphere.  
Feel achy & tired out & tried to rest up some, along with
usual grist of chores. Swan Brewster brought my old
Ford up this pm & we set up the rig ready for slab
sawing by barn.

FEBRUARY 3  Monday  10-7am
28-12pm

Raw cold day. Partly cloudy. Strong south westerly wind
evng with thickening overcast.    Swan Brewster helped
me saw up the 3 loads of mill slabs.

FEBRUARY 4  Tuesday  26-7am



10-10pm
Fair early but developed into an exceptionally dark
gloomy day, rained hard pm. Turning much colder &
blusterly tonight with snow flurries, which developed
into a 2 inch blizzardy snow storm. Besides usual round
of chores I managed to draw over a load manure &
spread on corn lot. Re-kindled fresh smoke under hams
pm. - Wrote news copy evng. Reese Christiana died last
night of cancer  at home on Krumville road. Funeral
services 2 pm for Mrs. Frank Gordan, mother of Lem
DuBois, at Ashokan M.E.Church. Sermon by Rev.
Wayne Williams. Interment Tongore Cemetery.

FEBRUARY 5  Wednesday  4-7am
4-11pm

Biting cold - partly cloudy, sunny. Light northerly wind.
Moonlight evng. - Unmistakably winter.
County & town snow plows in operation.   Besides daily
chores I got a heavy dray load of slabs home & Swan
Brewster gave me a hand sawing them up. Wrote air mail
letter to Mariam evng., also Mother is writing. Enclosing
Valentine cards for Gaye, Jeannie.

FEBRUARY 6  Thursday  2-7am
14-11pm

Considerable high overcast  Snow squally along all day
& evng. Cold biting weather - Light wind southerly
Drawed over dray load manure on corn ground &
brought back load mill slabs.

FEBRUARY 7  Friday  18-7am



24-11pm
Snowy forenoon about an inch - Sunny pleasant pm -
Calm. Became cloudless & colder evng.   Jim Burgher
Dave Bender & Ollie helped me butcher my Jill, 2 yr old
mother of 2 litters, sow. - In excellent sleek condition,
dressed 268. - Mother got us a good dinner. Ollie also
helped me saw up yesterdays load of slabs.

FEBRUARY 8  Saturday  16-6:20am
6-12pm

Arrived snowing and continued till mid forenoon,
another 2 inches loose snow. Turning colder raw &
blustery - sunny pm - Moonlight tonite.    Took over load
manure pm & brought back sawdust from mill. Mort Roe
helped me get the hog carcass down celler am - was hung
up in barn.

FEBRUARY 9  Sunday  6-7am
14-10pm

Cold rough snow blowing weather. Sunny becoming
overcast mid afternoon with winds southerly & set in
snowing.     Did usual daily round of chores. Mother
helping with milking.  Made out Sears order.

FEBRUARY 10  Monday  16-7am
24-12pm

Blustery snow squally throughout day & evng. Not so
cold as yesterday.  Took over dray load manure on corn
ground and brought back load hardwood mill slabs. 



Rec’d letter Kay & Dick. I sent Aunt Julia Winchell a 6
½ pound slab fresh pork. Sent order Sears Roebuck.

FEBRUARY 11  Tuesday  16-7am
10-11pm

Continued blustery, snow squalling petered out. Some
cloudiness, sunny. Clear still colder evng.      Drawed 2
dray loads of saw mill slabs.

FEBRUARY 12  Wednesday  20-7am
16-11pm

Bright sunny day - cold northerly wind. Still lear crispy
tonight.     Swan Brewster spent considerable time trying
to get my Chevrolet started.  This pm Ollie helped me
saw slabs.  Mother made headcheese pm & tonight we
ground 16lbs sausage & I also salted down the hams,
17lbs bacon & side pork.

FEBRUARY 13  Thursday  20-7am
24-11pm

Clear pleasant sunny day & still starlight evng.   Swan
Brewster helped me finish sawing up mill slabs. During
pm we got another load on dray from mill & sawed part
up & part of load edings etc he took home for future use. 
Mother & I rec’d lovely valentine cards & letter from
Kay & Dick.  Today is Marion “Bony” VanDeMark’s 81
birthday & in good health.

FEBRUARY 14  Friday  20-7am
38-11pm

Fair this am. Becoming overcast pm  Calm mild thawing



as the weather warmed up.   Went down to Jake
Deitzer’s garage am with car & had new fuel pump 4.00
& breaker points installed, total charge $6.50 paid This
pm I took cart load manure over on corn ground and got
load sawdust from mill for stable bedding.

FEBRUARY 15  Saturday  20-7am
40-12pm

Fair this morning but became murky overcast -
continuing evng. Calm .  Mild.  Got load saw mill slabs
& cleaned out chicken house roost & wet floor litter.
Spread it on grass behind chicken yard.  Attended IOOF
Lodge evng. First Degree conferred on James
McLaughlin, Fred Weeks sr. & Charles Nygaard.  I
called on Pete Crawford after lodge - he is not in good
health & confined to the house - heart condition.

FEBRUARY 16  Sunday  34-7am
28-10pm

Mostly cloudy raw wind off the reservoir - Acts like
brewing sap weather.    I called on Ed Avery & Jim
Burgher am.   Charley & Mrs Langer came pm & Mother
served a delicious hot off the griddle buckwheat cakes &
sausage  4 oco. Supper.

FEBRUARY 17  Monday  20-6:30am
26-11pm

Bright sunny crispy clear day with fresh northerly wind,
quieting.  Quite like sap weather. The hard maples
dripped glistening sap from broken branch tips.    
Drawed over the week end stable manure and spread on



corn ground, also drawed two big wagon loads of
hemlock firewood slabs from Sheple’s mill.  Sills laid
for my barn end garage 10 yrs ago today by carpenter
Wm Bender & son Wm Jr. - Rec’d air mail letter from
Kathryn Van Ness who is visiting Mariam & Bob in
Havana.

FEBRUARY 18  Tuesday   14-7am
Clear & serene, becoming part overcast & windy latter
pm.  Pleasant work day.   Ollie helped me saw mill slabs
with the old Ford rig.  Wrote news copy evng.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:   Shokan News
Friday, February 17, 1893, there began a blizzard which
probably ranks next in severity to the big one of March,
1888. It began to snow shortly after dark and on the next
day there was a 10-inch blanket in the Shokan area. On
the 19th, it snowed again in the afternoon, with cold
winds and badly drifted snow following.  Nearly every
one was pushing a shovel on February 20, but gave up in
disgust when 18 inches fell on the following day.  Trains
were delayed by huge drifts and it was days before the
people of the Coons district and other outlying sectors
were able to drive their sleights to the village. There
were other sizeable blizzards but these for the most part
have been forgotten or have been obscured by the tall
yarns spun about the blizzard of ‘88.  The writer recalls,
for instance, a “big one” which practically isolated the
old village in 1898.  He recalls this one best, perhaps,
because he happened to be in Winchell’s Store when the
message came over the Western Union branch line



instrument.  “The Battleship Maine has blown up in
Havana Harbor!” This news of great import, combined
with the great storm gave folk plenty to talk about during
the remainder of the winter.”

FEBRUARY 19  Wednesday  14-7am
10-10pm

Cloudless, crispy northerly wind. Still & cold tonight.
Feels of brewing snow.    Drawed over manure & got
load mill slabs, which Ollie helped me saw up pm with
some left from yesterdays sawing - A clean up. After
chores I went with car down to Bill Lortz’s & had hair
cut.

FEBRUARY 20  Thursday  zero-6:30am
14-12pm

Cloudless this morning, but as the day progressed it
became more & more overcast. Still other than light icy
southerly wind.  Set in snowing about dark & continued
falling heavily into the night.      John Traver with Jesse
Shurter’s truck from Samsonville came & hauled 2 loads
of hardwood beech logs & 1 soft maple I sold Jesse
nearly 2 yrs ago for $35

FEBRUARY 21  Friday  14-7am    13inch snow fall
12-10pm

Then snow in quantity stopped in morning.  The fall is
light & feathery.  The day was overcast, squally &
blustery. County & town snow plows began operation
during the night. Blustery blizzardy night.  
Pretty well snowed in about the house & barn, did chores



- made 18 wood sap spiles pm.     Storm wide spread
along eastern seaboard, Maine down to N. Carolina

FEBRUARY 22  Saturday  12-7am

Continued cold cloudy & blustery, snow blowing &
drifting. Sun shone thru feebly at times.      Paths to barn
& chicken house blow full. Drawed over big dray load
manure & spread on corn ground.  Made 17 more wood
sap spiles pm.  Rec’d letter Mrs. Longyear, birthday
cards & note from Cornelia & Dick & Little Norah.          
     Mildred Roe & Harold Bennett married by Rev.
McFadden in Newburgh.

FEBRUARY 23  Sunday  14-7am
14-11pm

Partly cloudy, blustery wind shifting around to south
westerly - All clear evng & still.       Town snow plows
still operating.  My 57th birthday for which Mother made
my time honored plain soft chocolate cake.

FEBRUARY 24  Monday  13-7am
20-11pm                             Clear - cold -

became overcast & snow squally pm - Raw & nasty,
moderated some.  Drawed over dray load manure am.
Ollie helped me draw remaining beech logs mostly from
along the woods to wood pile for working up & sawing.
Pretty tired tonight.

FEBRUARY 25  Tuesday  24-7am



Mostly cloudy raw snow squally blustery weather.    Re-
shod dray sled am.  PM Ollie helped me on woodpile
working up logs.   Lena & Swan Brewster called evng. 
Rec’d birthday cards from Ernie Lounsbery & Langers. 
Mother & I wrote to Kathryn Van Ness tonight in
Havana.

FEBRUARY 26  Wednesday  24-7am
26-11pm

Partly to mostly cloudy. Thawing in sun. Snow squally 
Blustery.  Finished working up firewood logs & Jim
Burgher helped Ollie & I saw up the firewood pm.

FEBRUARY 27  Thursday  24-7am
24-11pm

Mostly cloudy raw somewhat squally & blustery -
Clearing at evng.    Drawed over cart load manure on
corn ground & got load of saw dust & took big wagon
load firewood blocks up to Ollies.   Made out
Montgomery Ward order evng for 7.19

FEBRUARY 28  Friday  22-7am
24-10pm

About like yesterday. Partly & mostly cloudy - Raw
north wind, quiet evng.  Half moon tonight.    Took over
nights accumulation of stable manure & spread & got big
load mostly hemlock mill slabs.  Ollie helped saw them
up this pm & I took her up a load of wood. Rec’d
birthday card letters from Jeanne Longyear & Mrs. Van
Ness in Havana.  Sent order Montgomery Ward & Co.



MARCH 1  Saturday  6-6:30am
24-12pm

Much colder this am. Clear & still, becoming hazy &
intermittently sunny & overcast. Gradually moderated
but raw atmosphere. Set in snowing late pm.      I had an
old 14 oak log that laid along woods sawed in
bridgeplank at Suepfles mill  76ft.    I have an annoying
sore left eye.  Rec’d belated air mail birthday card &
letter from Mariam.

MARCH 2  Sunday  24-7am
32-11pm

Snowy night and continued stormy all day - snow till 11
oco & then snow & rain mixed - snowed on into night.   
Home all day & very thankful my eye is better so I could
read considerably. Wrote to Mariam pm.
Town and county snow plows in operation.

MARCH 3  Monday  24-7am
24-11pm

Snowed heavily in night and blizzard conditions
developed toward morning, turning colder and freezing
the driving clinging snow to everything.  Hemlocks
swayed in the wind heavily burdened.  All day & evng it
was overcast  blustery & snow squally.  The fall of wet
heavy snow is fully 10 inches.  Roads plowed but our
driveway is snow blocked - Town plows continued
operating.  Telephone service hard hit thruout the
Catskill Mtn & Sullivan Co. regions - Fortunately our
electricity not affected.



MARCH 4  Tuesday  24-7am
26-11pm

Pretty much overcast with occasional sunshine -
somewhat windy & inclined to be squally.   Shoveled off
porch roofs am along with daily round of chores - I
helped Ollie butcher her gift goat John pm. - Took
overnight manure on dray & spread on corn ground.  Still
no telephone service. Lines down along 28A. Crews
from Albany area are helping with repairs.  Rec’d letters
from Dick & Kay also large color picture of Norah
Frances taken Christmas time at the Uncle’s home in
Waverly.

MARCH 5  Wednesday  24-7am
34-9:30pm

Increasing strong gusty, snow blowing northerly winds.
Mostly bright sunshine & brilliant almost full moon,
playing tag with high fleeting clouds evng.      The big
town Wahlters truck snow plow opened our driveway pm
& telephone service was restored during the afternoon.

MARCH 6  Thursday  32-7am
Northerly wind. Some cloudiness but mostly dazzling
right sunshine on the softening snow blanket.  Mostly
cloudy evng.  Thawing and main highways practically all
bare of snow with banks plowed high on either side.
Busy with chores & odd jobs am took over dray load
manure on corn ground and drawed two loads of
hemlock slabs for Ollie Burgher.  Rec’d card Kay.



MARCH 7  Friday  24-7am
20-12pm

Mostly bright and sunny with some cloudiness. Northerly
winds. Bright moonlight evng, decidedly colder.  Did
usual grist of daily chores and odd morning jobs.  PM
took over nights accumulation of stable manure on dray
& cut a load of pole sapwood in Hinkley woods. Tonight
went to Phoenicia to movies.

MARCH 8  Saturday  16-7am
25-12pm

Cold this morning, but thawed during the mostly sunny
day with wind northerly, some high cloudiness. Crispy
moonlight evng.    Drawed over manure & got dray load
hemlock slabs at mill for Ollies am.  
PM cut & drawed a dray load of sap wood.  Tonight I
attended I.O.O.F. Lodge, Initiatory Degree conferred on
Homer Markle Jr and Frederic Weinstein

MARCH 9  Sunday  25-7am
27-11pm

Little change in weather pattern, crispy, sunny &
northerly winds. Inclined to be a bit snow squally.
Mostly cloudy evng. I called on Mr & Mrs Charles
Richler this am and made them a little gift of potatoes, 2
dz eggs, piece salt pork & tow dollars in money.  A
benefit supper was held for Mr. Richter at church Friday
nite which netted over $120. He expect to go back to the
Benedictine Hosp. This week for another operation.

MARCH 10  Monday  28-7am



32-11pm
Partly to mostly cloudy milder - Light northerly winds.
Overcast evng.     Took the forenoon with chores & odd
jobs - Got 2 sap barrels up celler & soaking.  PM
Drawed over dray load manure & got load sap pole wood
& took up to Burghers.

MARCH 11  Tuesday  24-7am
26-10pm

Bright and sunny this morning but became drab and
overcast, Cleared away early evng. Light northerly
winds.      No sap weather yet. Got out the buckets and
sap pan at Ollie Burghers, and put fire in the sap arch &
put up the smoke pipe.  Also drawed dray load of sap
wood.  Wrote news copy evng.  Mr & Mrs Henry
Winchell at Sunny cliff farm, had the first phone on the
New Winchell District line installed this pm. I talked
with them after supper.

MARCH 12  Wednesday  30-7am 59th Anniversary of
blizzard of ’88  24-12pm
Bright sunny all day - Calm - Chill in atmosphere.  
First favorable sap day.  I made a trip to Kingston and
had my Income Tax Report made out by Nellie
Elmendorf of the Farm Bureau office. Fee $2.00  Did
considerable shopping  Came home via Shokan and
called on Charley Duloff at his sawmill on the mountain
road.



MARCH 13  Thursday  18-7am
32-10:30pm

Snappy this am & froze up hard - Sunny & warmed up
decidedly - gradually became overcast pm & set in
raining hard before dark. Winds mostly southerly.     
Tapped some sap trees am - It ran good. This pm drawed
over dray load manure on bare road sleighing & gathered
a barrel of sap at Ollie’s.  James O Winston (82) famous
builder of the Ashokan Dam died in Kingston Hosp.
After 4 day illness of pneumonia.  Geo Bishop (69) died
at his home in Olive Bridge following recurring strokes.

MARCH 14  Friday  31-7am
38-12pm

Downpour continued all night and till around mid
forenoon - Turned much warmer, streams running full
head, water & slush & melting snow abound - Tuned
bustery & squally latter pm clearing evng.      
Swan Brewster helped me stop fuel pump gasket leak,
clean starting motor & adjust valve tappets on my car
am. Found a ground up mouse in starting motor gear also
chewed up corn in motor housing.  This pm & evng
boiled down first batch of sap.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:  KINGSTON LEADER
George Bishop, well known resident of the Town of
Olive died at his home in Olive Bridge on Thursday. For
many years before retiring Mr. Bishop was engaged as a
civil engineer in the employ of the New York Board of
Water Supple. He was an active member of the Olive
Bridge Methodist Church and fraternally a member of



Ashokan Lodge, 491 IOOF and Olive Rebekah Lodge. 
Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Raymond Snyder of
Kingston and Mrs. James J. Greene of Maspeth, L.I.;
four grandsons, James E. Greene of Masbeth and George
L., Raymond W. and Paul J. Snyder of Kingston and two
granddaughters, Sally Ann Green of Maspeth and Mary
Lou Snyder of Kingston.  The funeral will be held from
the Olive Bridge Methodist Church on Sunday at
2:30pm.  Services will be conducted by Rev. Merton T.
Cady, a former pastor of the church, assisted by the
pastor, Rev. Ronald Williams.  Interment will be in the
Tongore cemetery.

MARCH 15  Saturday  32-7am
26-12pm

Fair & sunny am gradually becoming overcast &
threatening pm - Heavy snow squall early evng.  - later
clearing.   Funeral 2:30pm at Carr’s Parlors in Kingston
of James O. Winston.  I tapped more trees am - Drawed
over dray load manure pm also took saw bench up to
Ollies.  This evng 7:30 attended I.O.O.F. Burial service
for Past Grand, George Bishop held at his home near
Olive Bridge. About 30 members of shokan Lodge
present - Arthur Trowbridge officiated as Noble Grand.  I
as Chaplain - afterward I attended lodge session 2nd
Degree on Homer Markle Jr.  Refreshments after.

MARCH 16  Sunday  20-7am
28-11pm

Partly cloudy considerable pm sunniness - Raw chilly
atmosphere. Became overcast evng.    Busy with chores



& odd jobs pm  Mrs. Langer & Charley called pm - Sap
had a good run pm  Helped Ollie gather sap after supper
& boiled tonight.  Funeral service 2:30 pm for Geo
Bishop at Olive Bridge M.E.Church. Sermon by Rev.
M.T. Cady former pastor. Interment Tongore cemetery.
Bro Bishop was a retired NYC Waterboard Inspector and
an Odd Fellow 34 yrs. His wife, Ann Hesley died several
years ago.

MARCH 17  Monday  22-7am
22-12pm

Cold raw - Mostly cloudy - Heavy pm snow squalls clear
biting cold tonight with northerly wind.  Started smoking
2nd batch of hams. Drawed over cart load manure & got
load sawdust from mill. Also finished boiling batch of
syrup.   Rec’d air mail letter from Mariam. Tonight went
to Phoenicia to movies - Feature The Mighty McGurk of
the Bowery. A special feature was a color film of the
Mayo Ruins of Yuchatan, once peopled by a lost
civilization.

MARCH 18  Tuesday  20-7am
24-11pm

Raw cold wintry day. Northerly wind - Sunny Some high
clouds. Cloudless evng.   Telephone company installed
new French type phone, replacing upright one. Our
phone installed Dec 20 - 1935.   Set up my Ford saw rig
& we sawed hemlock mill slabs pm at Ollie Burgher’s.
MARCH 19  Wednesday  18-7am

24-12pm
Froze up hard - clear, light northerly wind. Chilly



atmosphere, but was sunny & thawing during day.    
Sap ran good from sunny side of trees. Busy around
home till 1 ocolock.  Sawed slabs at Ollies pm and
gathered a good batch of sap - Boiled till past 12pm

MARCH 20  Thursday  20-7am
30-12pm

Fair am became overcast pm & broke away evng. Wind
light. Became real mild during day & freezing tonight. 
Busy with morning chores & took over cart load manure
on corn ground - Gathered & boiled sap pm - also
tonight.

MARCH 21  Friday  30-7am
36-12pm

Crisped up some last night. Wind light - Fair, somewhat
hazy, gradually became overcast pm  Mild. 
Busy with drawing & boiling sap, besides home chores. 
Sap ran pretty good.

MARCH 22  Saturday  32-7am
32-12pm

We had a wet sap snow this morning, but stopped
storming toward noon - Mostly overcast but a glum
chilly air - A pm wind developed from north & froze up
evng  clearing       Busy with usual run of chores etc. Had
Mort Roe cut my hair noon time.  This pm I moved 2 of
my last fall pigs down from Ollies. They weighted 79lbs
the white sow & 57 the Red & black barrow.  On my
way to IOOF lodge I took Henry Winchell a bu of
potatoes 2.50 paid & a qt of maple syrup - a gift.  3rd



Degree conferred on Homer Markel Jr. & Frederic
Weinstein.

MARCH 23  Sunday  32-7am
48-12pm

Mostly cloudy rather sour - fresh shifting winds. Broke
away sunny pm - warm evng gusty wind became all
overcast.   Helped gather & boil sap which ran good.
Also boiled tonight till 1am   Otis Bardon of Acorn Hill
section died this evng in Benedictine Hosp. Kingston of
a stroke. He was unmarried & a staunch old line Olive
Democrat.

MARCH 24  Monday  52-7am
42-11pm

Mostly cloudy, warm - occasional light rains - somewhat
breezy, calm, clearing evng.    Kept sap boiling all day &
took off good batch of syrup early evng - Drawed cart
load manure & did daily rounds of chores, & gathered
sap. It didn’t run good.

MARCH 25  Tuesday  48-7am
22-10pm

Heavy rain fell during late night and this morning. 
Typical March quickly turned to bluster & part clearing.
The afternoon & evng was one of dense driving snow
squalls whitening the ground & much colder With
buckets borrowed from Morton Roe I tapped some of the
big quarry maples, not tapped before in around 25 years. 
This along with the daily chores.



MARCH 26  Wedesday  14-7am
22-10pm

Blustering cold wintry day. Cloudy & snow squally - part
broke away latter pm      Were getting the tail end sweep
of a mid western blizzard.  Did usual chores & made 27
sap spiles of shumac wood.  Sap froze up.  Funeral
services 11am in Tongore ME Church for Otis Bardon,
lifelong Olive Resident, an old age pensioner, Interment 
Tongore Cemetery.

MARCH 27  Thursday  20-7am
23-11pm

Continued cold & windy - Cloudy am Broke away sunny
pm  Clear & quieted evng Spread load manure on sweet
corn patch by old Hinkley house & this pm got dray load
sap wood.  Rec’d letter Mrs. Longyear.
The ice is going out of the west baisin. High winds
relentlessly ate away at the upper end barrier.
MARCH 28  Friday  18-6:30am

24-11pm
Considerable high cloudiness - Sunny early forenoon &
pm  Clear evng.  Continued raw with northerly winds.     
Kept busy with chores & errand to P.O. Am - This pm
sawed seasoned slab wood at Ollie’s & brought small
load home to pile on porch.

MARCH 29  Saturday  32-7am
36-10pm

Became a wet driving snow storm from High Point
quarter at noon, later turned to rain - Alternate moon
shine & rain squalls evng.      Spread wagon load manure



on sweet corn ground by old house.  Did usual daily
chores.  Carpenter George Burgher suffered a severe
heart attack and faces a stay in bed period of several
weeks.

MARCH 30  Sunday  24-7am
24-11pm

The ground whitened this morning and decidedly froze
up & colder - Windy. Some high cloudiness, but mostly
sunny. Clear evng with hazy bulging half moon.       Still
too cold for sap to run much. Did usual chores, and
during pm made a partial round of the sap trees, re-
tapping some or adding an extra spile.  Kept a fresh
smoke going under the hams. Wrote letter to Mr & Mrs
John Warren.

MARCH 31  Monday  20-7am
24-12pm

A beautiful clear day & cloudless moonlight evening -
Thawing but a distinctly chill atmosphere. Light
northerly wind.  Spread load manure on sweet corn patch
then got a wagon load of hardwood slabs at saw mill -
sawed them up at Ollie’s - brought wood home. Also
worked at the sap pm gathering & boiling, also boiled
tonight. We had a good run, but mostly from sunny side
of the trees.

APRIL 1  Tuesday   26-7am
44-10pm

Turned quite spring like for a change. Considerable pm
cloudiness windy & bluster developed pm



Excellent sap run boiled along all day & tonight, taking
off a 5 gallon batch pm  I also drawed a wagon load slabs
besides gathering sap & doing chores - Also re-tapped
more of the trees.   The reservoir ice field has for the
week past been in the process of becoming open water,
the whole upper end is clear of ice.  Snow gone other
than on cold side of mountains. High Point mountains
mid winter grimness.

APRIL 2  Wednesday
Cold rainy all day till early evening.   We got some wet
gathering a good overnight run of sap with dray &
horses. Boiled all day & tonight. Run off a batch noon
time and another late tonight.

APRIL 3  Thursday  32-6:30am
25-11pm

Glorious clear sunny calm day & moonlight evng.
Pleasantly warm during day, frogs thawed out &
chorused. Freezing tonight. Floating ice floes on
reservoir below us tonight. Sap didn’t run very well. Mr
& Mrs Sam Scudder called this am & took 15lb butter.
Wrote air mail Easter letter to Mariam this am & other
cards - This pm repaired sap arch & sawed slab wood at
Ollies, also drawed over load manure. Wrote more Easter
cards tonight & addressed IOOF District Grand
Committee IOOF meeting notice cards. Sent birthday
card & Easter card to Norah Frances Herrington in
Waverly & enclosed a dollar bill.

APRIL 4  Friday  24-6:30am



36-12pm
Beautifully clear and serene this am. Gradually became
hazy and overcast with developing southerly wind.
Turned mild - Cold rain set in tonight. Good sap run,
tapering off during pm. 
We gathered about 3 barrels - Took up some buckets on
hill on Dolon’s & tapped more big maples handy to
gather from in quarry - where Ollie’s folks used to boil
sap. Wrote more Easter card & letters this am   Rec’d
letter & cards from Cornelia & air mail Easter card  letter
from Mariam.  Boiled sap pm & tonight. 

I note the death in Benedictine Hosp of an old
schoolmate, Walter Hinkley of Kingston.  
Mrs. Ella Bell died 9am after 14 weeks in Benedictine
Hospital.

APRIL 5  Saturday  36-7am
44-10pm

Rainy night and continued till late pm with but brief let
ups - Still chill overcast evng.      Kept busy with chores
forenoon - Had a wet job boiling off the batch of sap pm.
Didn’t go out tonight.   Miss Alice Meigs, retired
librarian in poor health during the winter died 8pm at the
home jointly occupied with her friend Miss Fannie Cort -
the former Early North family residence against the hill
on North Main Street.
The following is from a clipping found pasted in diary
for this date:
Mrs. Ella M. Bell of West Shokan, wife of supervisor
Claude Bell, died at the Benedictine Hospital Friday after



a long illness. Mrs. Bell was an active worker of the
West Shokan Ladies’ Aid Society and will be greatly
missed by her many friends.  Besides her husband she is
survived by a brother, Charles Cottrell of Seacliff, L.I.,
and a sister, Miss Jessie Cottrell of New York City.
Funeral services will be held at the West Shokan Baptist
Church Monday, at 2 o’clock conducted by the Rev.
Walter A White of Kingson. Burial will be in the
Bushkill cemetery, West Shokan. Friends may call at the
Lasher Funeral Home in Woodstock  Sun.

APRIL 6  Sunday  66-7am     80-early pm
Sun. Temp 58-11pm
Easter dawned cloudy & exceptionally warm with
showers, but surprisingly the weather cleared into a
cloudless balmy summerlike day & evening, with a soft
shining full moon in a cloudless firmment.  
Mr. Arfst Johannsen of Maple Dell Farm came after my
smoked hams weighing with a strip of bacon 79 1/4lbs
which he expects to sell for me in the city.  Mrs. Langer
& Charley called pm - also Mr & Mrs Swan Brewster &
her daughter Ruth & husband visiting from Bridgeport.

APRIL 7  Monday  42-7am
36-11pm

Cloudy sour and winds - A vast contrast with yesterday,
and its sunny breezy summerlike balm.    Drawed over
wagon load manure on patch above 3 corner lot.  At 2pm
I attended the funeral of Mrs. Ella Bell in the Baptist
Church.  Speakers were Rev Walter White pastor & Rev.
Merton S. Cady, former Olive Bridge M.E. Minister. 



There was no music or singing - 38 beautiful floral
pieces stretched 2 deep across front of church. Bearers
were Lester S. Davis, Dick Large, Joe Winkler & Arthur
Snyder.  The place was packed. I counted 46 parked cars.
It was one of 2 largest funerals we held in the church.
The other was Martin J. Everys 8 yrs ago. Interment
Bushkill Cemetery. 
Private funeral for Miss Alice Meigs 4:30 at Gormley’s
in Phoenicia

APRIL 8  Tuesday  32-7am
40-11pm

Clear and mild wind light. Became mostly overcast late
pm.     I spent the day with chores, splitting & piling
wood under shed & keeping smoke going under hams. 
The new Shokan central automatic telephone office cut
in at 7 oco. this am. All telephones in the Shokan central
district are assigned new 4 digit numbers. All phones are
now the low French type.

APRIL 9  Wednesday  36-7am
34-12pm

Light rain this forenoon. Broke away pm & cloudless
tonight. Cool, light northerly wind pm.   
Drawed over load manure, gathered a barrel of sap &
boiled it down pm & evng.

APRIL 10   Thursday 30-7am
48-10pm

Clear serene this morning, but gradually became overcast
during pm. Real warm early pm. Fresh south westerly



winds developed.   Busy with chores am. Sawed slab
wood at Ollie’s pm Rec’d letter Case Gwinn

APRIL 11  Friday   52-6:30am
68-11pm

Mostly clear, till became overcast during pm. Summery -
Strong south westerly wind. Dark warm & rough tonight. 
Aside from daily chores, spread load manure on corn
ground am This pm finished the wood sawing job at
Ollie’s. Rec’d letter Ada Bell.

APRIL 12  Saturday  66-7am                82pm
44-12pm

It rained during late night, but cleared away this
morning. Hot sunny sultry summer weather. Strong south
westerly winds. Clear evng, turning cooler & wind
shifting to northerly.    Took up the sap buckets, did daily
chores & during the pm split & piled some wood. It was
really to hot & fatiguing to work.  I attended IOOF lodge
evng. Rec’d air mail letter from Havana from Mariam.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
George Siemon died Saturday evening at the home of
Augustus Roe, 138 Washington avenue, after a short
illness. He was born in the town of Olive, January 28,
1858, received his education in the district school and in
1884 moved to West Shokan where he took up the
blacksmith trade, manufacturing wagons and family iron
hardware. He moved to Kingston when the Ashokan



reservoir was built. Mr. Siemon was well known
throughout the Hudson valley in his younger days for his
baseball playing ability. At one time he managed the
Shokan team and he followed the sport throughout his
life. Funeral services will be held from the W.N. Conner
Funeral Home, 296 Fair street, Tuesday at 2:30pm 
Burial will be in Wiltwyck cemetery.

APRIL 13  Sunday  40-7am
35-11pm

Decidedly cooler than yesterday. Light winds. Sunny all
day, showing hazy & becoming overcast & chilly
tonight.     I went with Mr Johannsen over to see Charley
Duloff toward noon. I took mother down to church pm. 
At 4:30 had a welcome & unexpected call by Lester
Personeus with his wife & four youngest daughters. 
Lauren Boice called evng.    Russell Palen, died in bed of
a heart attack 2am at his home on Krumville road. He
was the Olive Bridge-Krumville mail carrier and made
his rounds yesterday. He had a heart condition for some
time. Survived by wife & 14 yr old daughter Helen.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
Russell L. Palen of Olive Bridge died suddenly at his
home early Sunday morning, April 13. Mr. Palen was the
star route mail carrier in the Krumville-Acorn Hill
section of the town of Olive. Surviving relatives are his
wife, Mrs. Nettie Mae Palen: one daughter, Miss Helen
L. Palen and one sister, Mrs. Theodore J. Ackert, of
Olive Bridge. Funeral services will be held at the Olive
Bridge Methodist Church on Thursday, April 17, at



2:30pm, conducted by the Rev. Merton Cady, assisted by
the Rev. Ronald Williams. Burial in Tongore Cemetery.

APRIL 14  Monday  40-7am
38-11pm

Chilly air - Hazy this morning, becoming overcast, &
had light rain latter pm. Broke away evng.    Drawed
over wagon load manure & spread on sweet corn ground
by old house. Then got load slabs at Suepfle’s mill &
sawed them up at Ollie’s latter pm. Wrote to Mariam
tonight.

APRIL 15  Tuesday  40-7am
42-11pm

Beautiful clear day & evening, fresh northerly wind.
Quiet evng. Just pleasantly cool.    Busy around home
am.  PM I plowed Ollie’s old barn potato patch & small
garden behind the house.

APRIL 16  Wednesday  40-7am
44-12pm

It was dreary and rainy a good part of the day.  A cold
storm - Broke away late evng.      Besides chores I split
& piled some wood under shed pm.  I attended the
I.O.O.F. Ulster District Grand Committee meeting at
Shokan Lodge No 491, in Olive Bridge, meeting called
to order at 8:20.  District Deputy Harlowe McLean
presiding - 40 Past Grands present. Jack  O Pakanen of
William H Raymond Lodge  459 Saugerties chosen Dist
Deputy. I was re-elected likewise by acclamation
Secretary.  Supper served 6:30 ocolock by Olive



Rebekah Lodge No 470.

APRIL 17  Thursday  40-7am
28-12pm

Mostly cloudy raw & northerly wind. Clear at evng.
Calm & freezing tonight.   Packed & shipped 12lbs
butter to Sam Scudder Kingston -& 6dz crate eggs to
Brooklyn.  This pm spread load manure on sweet corn
ground & helped Ollie was the sap buckets. Rec’d letters
Lute Bell, Mrs. Longyear. Cornelia & Mariam’s colored
cook Ellen Wilfris in Havana. She enclosed her picture a
neat well dressed husky 200 pounder.  Funeral 2pm in
Olive Bridge M.E.Church for Russell Palen. Rev Ronald
Williams & Rev Merton S. Cady officiated. Interment
Tongore Cemetery.

APRIL 18  Friday  42-7am
44-11pm

Beautifully clear early, but quickly became overcast and
rainy. Cleared again latter pm clouded over this evng.
Cold storms, snowed on mtns. 
Besides chores I managed to get pasture fence posts
drove down & split & piled some wood.

APRIL 19  Saturday  40-7am
36-12pm

Fresh snow on High Point & Wittenbergs. Mostly cloudy
am clearing beautifully fresh northerly wind. Overcast &
still tonight.  Drawed over load manure on sweet corn
ground by old house. Stored saw bench on old house
stoop & brought old Ford down home in garage.  My



Chevy got to running poorly & after having Lauren
Boice give me a pull down hill got it going & managed
to get it up to Bert Winnie’s Garage. Boice followed &
brought me home - Main trouble was in coil. A bad
radiator leak developed & left car to have it fixed.

APRIL 20  Sunday  36-7am
34-12pm

A cold damp dismal day & evening - More or less rainy.
Lightning flashes evng.    Not much doing other than
chores. I went over to see Charley Duloff with Mr.
Johannsen early pm. Had several pm callers.

APRIL 21  Monday
26-12pm

Rainy in night and continued a miserable cold stormy
day, snow & rain mixed. Broke away evng. Cold tonite. 
Ground whitened. Several inches snow reported up in the
higher mountain districts.  Did usual chores - odd jobs
etc. Rode up to Bert Winnie’s garage at Cold Brook with
Duke Acker the mail man - In addition to soldering
radiator I had car greased etc. & brakes tightened.

APRIL 22  Tuesday  28-7am
30-11pm

Beautifully clear & crispy this morning with the
surrounding mountains majestically snow mantled &
glistening in the sunshine.  High Point remained wooly
white all day, never before to my recollection at this date. 
I set posts this am & this afternoon helped me put up a
stretch of barbed wire fence along upper side of wall



below the house. I thus am giving up to cow pasture the
cultivated strip below wall in grass for pst several years.
The old fence around it has gotten beyond ready repair. 
This is my esteemed friend Henry Winchell’s 75th
birthday.

APRIL 23  Wednesday  36-7am
44-11pm

Continued clear except for developing smoky haze -
Atmosphere still has a chill. Brisk southerly day winds.
Did usual chores. Spread wagon load manure on sweet
corn ground - This pm I harrowed Ollie’s potato patch &
by house garden & helped her plant some with peas.

APRIL 24  Thursday  48-6:30am

Fair this morning, but became overcast & threatening pm
with blustery southerly winds - Squally to north - warm -
wind shifted north & cleared evng cooler.   Besides daily
chores, Got Ollie’s potato patch fertilized & planted pm -
Big job.

APRIL 25  Friday  44-7am
38-11pm

Storm brewing - began snow squallying on mtns &
before noon a drizzling rain set in & continued pm with
heavier precipitation tonight.  Spread load manure on
ground for sweet corn above 3 cor lot - This pm despite
the rain, drawed off a pile of old rotting barn timbers for
Ollie & tumbled them over the rocks by her little
meadow. Mother has aching cold & catchy back.



APRIL 26  Saturday  38-7am

High Point and the Wittenbergs gloriously snow crowned
again this cool sunny morning but soon  faded. Bright
sunny day - cool, fresh northerly wind - Some high
scattered clouds.   Busy today with chores & odd jobs.
Refreshments served tonight after I.O.O.F. Lodge
meeting - coffee & hot dogs.

APRIL 27  Sunday  
A day of  April showers & bluster - Stron shifting winds
pm veering to north. Rained hard part of pm. Faired
away evng.    Daylight Saving - Fool Time - comes
again.     I went with Mr. Johannsen over to see Charley
Duloff again, mid day. Charley Langer & mother called
pm.  I wrote a reply letter tonight to Ellen Wilfries
Mariams husky colored cook in Havana.

APRIL 28 Monday  28-6:30am
36-11pm

Beautifully clear cold day with brisk northerly wind. Still
cloudless evng, with bulging half moon.   Besides grind
of chores & trying to break in on D.S.Time, spread load
manure on corn ground, picked off load stones & plowed
most of last years sweet corn patch by old house, strip
out to cross road.  Rec’d letter Ada Bell, enclosing 79th
anniversary Roll rooster, of Cheyenne IOOF Lodge No 1,
of which my namesake Elwyn Bell is Noble Grand.

APRIL 29  Tuesday  31-6:30am



58-12pm
Fair am, cool - Strong south westerly wind developed
and became overcast, & later all clearing, turning
warmer.    I finished plowing sweet corn ground, spread
on overnight stable manure, & picked off load stone.
This pm I hog manured & plowed Ollie’s old garden. 
Also got wagon load sawdust from Suepfles mill. Mother
milked the 4 cows tonight.  We sent air mail letter to
Mariam.

APRIL 30  Wednesday    First of season thunder showers
58-11pm

Real spring like weather. Brisk southwesterly wind
brought a thunder showery afternoon with considerable
rain. Still muggy evening - more drenching rain &
thunder. Wrote “news copy this am & did usual chores.
Limed & acid fertilized Ollies garden and did some odd
pm jobs. Split up wood awhile after supper.

MAY 1  Thursday  56-7am
50-12pm

Murky warm muggy. Rainy night - August like weather.
Threatened showers - some sunshine. Rained light evng.  
Had forenoon call by Foster Shultis, Geo Shultis & Jim
Angevine of Wittenberg section. Mr & Mrs Sam Scudder
came late pm for butter etc. They got 11lbs & 3lbs
bacon. My main accomplishment besides chores was
filing cross cut saw. Rec’d order Montgomery Ward.

MAY 2  Friday  44-7am
44-10pm



Wet night, and a misty thick drizzling cool rain
continued all day - Thunder showers evng. 
Besides usual chores I got in a good hitch splitting &
piling wood under shed.

MAY 3  Saturday  44-7am
44-12pm

Continued saturating weather - Drizzle & intermittent
heavier showers.  Besides chores I took a wagon load
manure up to Ollies & spread on her planted potato patch
rows. Also cleaned pig pens spread manure on unplowed
garden patch.  Due to the general small pox scare &
widespread epidemic of vaccinations I went down to
Lester S. Davis store where I met Dr. Dutto of Kingston
& had him vaccine me (fee $1.00) on left arm, near scare
of a similar inoculation given me early in 1908 at office
of Dr. Dumond in old West Shokan. At clinic last Sat. At
Olive Bridge IOOF hall 199 were vaccinated by Dr.
H.L.Bibby & assistants.
Rec’d air mail letter from Mariam written April 28

MAY 4  Sunday 44-7am

Continued saturated weather - morning light to moderate
rains became a mid day downpour ending mid pm &
then the sodden storm clouds gave way to inspirational
warm sunshine and a beautiful full moon shone in the
earlier evng & again becoming part overcast.  Dead
calm.   This pm I made a round up of sick calls, on Mr &
Mrs Henry Winchell, Wilson Hamilton, George Burgher
& Ira Nichols.  Had around noon call by Mr & Mrs Ben



Shultis of Bearsville he engaged to buy my red yearling
bull Tipper for $80 - Charley Langer & mother called
pm.

MAY 5  Monday  46-7am
48-11pm

Rainy as usual- Heavy downpour pm & evng.   Streams
are running full - Did chores & split & piled some wood
under shed. This evng I took Ollie Burgher to
Woodstock to see Dr. Cohn, due to a painful right side
neck condition. She was vaccinated a week ago Sat. &
Dr. tho’t it may have a connection. 

MAY 6  Tuesday  50-7am
54-11pm

We had a brilliant 7am rainbow. The day was more or
less sunny with occasional rain squalls & northerly wind.
Quiet evng. - partly cloudy.  Took wagon load manure &
spread on the rest of Ollie’s potato patch, aslo hog
manure , lime & acid fertilizer on her unplowed big
garden.  This evng I attended the annual District No. 8
School meeting - Edna Bishop Chairman - Mabel
Weidner re elected trustee. Rose North - Coll. Treas. For
clerk I requested someone else be named in my place.
Edna Bishop was chosen my successor.  Funeral service
2pm for Mrs. Anna VanAken mother of Mrs. Stewart
Jones at family home 143 Main St. Kingston. Interment
Wiltwick Cemetery.

MAY 7  Wednesday   54-7am
40-11pm



Another rainy day. Clouds broke away & sun shone
brightly latter pm  tuned cooler with brisk northerly
wind, quieted evng.    Did chores, sprouted potatoes &
split wood.

MAY 8  Thursday  32-7am
36-11pm

Cold raw snow squally blustery weather. Real wintry. 
Spread wagon load manure on sweet corn ground patch
by old house, got load sawdust -& 30ft boards sawed
from pine top log - also disced  Ollie’s plowed garden.

MAY 9  Friday  33-7am
31-12pm

Thin ice on barn gutter tub. Cold raw blustery snow
squally am.  Cleared beautifully pm. -Frosty tonight.
Did chores & split some wood. This pm Jim Burgher & I
with Colange’s pick up truck to Ollie’s brood sow Pill, to
Raymond Davis Krumville for breeding.

MAY 10  Saturday  32-7am
36-11pm

1/4” ice on barn gutter kettle. Bright cloudless day &
evng. Cool - Northerly wind -Still evng.   I got started
harrowing and disced the two sweet corn & potato
patches - spread on load manure.  I sold my yearling red
bull Tippy for $80 cash to Ben Shultis of Wittenberg
who came with a pickup truck chore time, also 2 bu
potatoes for $5.   I note the barn swallow in usual
numbers for the first today. - The vanguard arrived over
2 weeks ago.



MAY 11  Sunday  36-7am
46-11pm

A glorious clear Mothers Day & winds light. Turning
real warm and May like - Calm warm evng.    Jim
Burgher & I went after Ollies hog this am with Colange’s
truck. Kathryn Van Ness & Bill (blank)   , an old friend
of Ira’s, called pm.  I got my seed potatoes treated this
pm & cut ready for planting.

MAY 12  Monday  44-7am
68-12pm

Continued clear. Summer like weather - Light northerly
wind. Became overcast evng.     Got my potatoes planted
pm with Ollie’s help, fertilized & 8 rows Whipples 
yellow corn planted across upper end of patch. Planted 2
½ bu seed size. Katahdin potatoes 3 pecks regular size
seed. -Plenty tied tonight & late.

MAY 13  Tuesday  58-7am
60-10PM

Hot muggy summer weather. Fair becoming windy &
during latter pm thickening dark overcast. Rainy evng. &
wind quieted.     I disced the grassy garden am a needed
job. Helped Olli get some garden planted pm. I feel the
reaction from my vaccination & combined  with the
sudden hot weather feel pretty much fogged down.
Wrote news copy evng.  

MAY 14  Wednesday  46-7am



34-12pm
Rainy night & practically all day. Cleared late evng &
decidedly chilly. Besides doing chores split & piled
wood under shed. Attended Boom Town picture tonight
at Phoenicia, featuring Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy

MAY 15  Thursday  32-6:30am
44-12pm

Beautifully clear & frosty this morning, followed by a
mid-day period of overcast, later clearing- Breezy pm &
still evng.    Spread load manure on sweet corn ground.
Ollie helped me cut 3 red oak trees in Hinkley woods
near saw mill. I called on Ed Avery tonight. He is
serving on Grand Jury. The crests of High Point and
surrounding range of mtns, look little changed from the
barrenness of dead winter.  Rec’d letter Mrs. Cornwell
Longyear.

MAY 16  Friday  44-7am
58-10pm

Mostly cloudy unsettled, light pm showers turned
warmer - Developed breezy - Still overcast evng.
Drawed 2 big wagon loads of manure & spread on corn
ground in orchard lot. Ollie helped - a big mushy job.

MAY 17  Saturday  51-7am
54-11pm

Partly cloudy, becoming all overcast pm & calm - Light
showers late evng. Pleasantly warm.  Spread big load of
mixed stable chicken and hog manure on sweet corn
ground also limed both patches. Cornelia Dick & Norah



arrived unannounced from Waverly as mother & I were
eating late supper.  I took a ride with Dick to see Pete
Crawfor and over to Ashokan to Lem DuBoises.

MAY 18  Sunday  
60-12pm

Continued unsettled. Murky Showers - Broke away late
pm. Mostly overcast evng.  Did chores around home
most of day. Ed Avery called pm

MAY 19  Monday  56-7am
Warm muggy murky August like weather. There were
light showers pm and settled in rainy evng with a thunder
shower.    Did chores - pulled wild mustard. Drawed 2
loads manure & spread on corn ground, partly hog yard
manure. Also harrowed patch by old house & got wagon
load sawdust for hog yard.  Dick had new rings installed
and valves ground in his 1942 Chevy, at Bob Crispell’s
& Simeon Trowbridge garage in Olive Bridge.  My
esteemed Grandpa Crispell died 42 years ago this
morning at about 9:30 - The event is vivid in my
memory.

MAY 20  Tuesday
60-11pm

Summer weather, unsettled light showers this am. -
Cleared up pm with fresh northerly wind, which stilled
evng.   Apple trees loaded with blossoms & meadows are
making a good growth. Partly cleaned hen house this am
& with overnight stable manure spread load on corn
ground pm.  Also picked load stone off & re harrowed



sweet corn patch by old house. Also pulled mustard in 3
corner lot with Ollie’s help. Dick & Cornelia & Norah
made a trip to Wassaic.

MAY 21  Wednesday  56-7am
64-11pm

Murky & rainy. Thundershower downpour evng. Warm
muggy.    Wrote news copy am  Dick went to Fort Ann. -
Cornelia & Norah stayed home.  This pm I worked
building a pig pen at Ollie’s on east end of her hog
house.  I went up to Ed Avery’s evng & with 14lbs butter
for him to take to Sam Scudder tomorrow, as he goes to
Kingston on Grand Jury.
The following clipping was pasted in diary for this date:
MRS. NELSON BOICE  Susan M., wife of Nelson M.
Boice, of Olive Bridge who died in Kingston Sunday
evening, is survived by her husband, her mother, Mrs.
Nina Windrum, Olive Bridge; her father, Louis Shaw of
Lake Katrine; two sisters, Mrs. Burlin Winchell, of Port
Ewen and Mrs. Myron Boice of Lake Katrine; and two
brothers, Stanley Shaw, of Kingston and John Windrum
of Poughkeepsie.  
Funeral services were held at the Tongore Methodist
Church on Wednesday, May 21, at 3pm  Interment was
in the Tongore cemetery.

MAY 22  Thursday  56-7am
42-11pm

Wet night and continued showers this morning gradually
lessening & cleared off during pm.    Finished the pig
yard & Ollie helped me cut 2 red oak trees pm.  Dick



returned about 7pm from his trip to Fort Ann.

MAY 23  Friday  44-7am
62-11pm

A lovely bright warm sunny day - cloudless evng &
breezy.  Lilacs in bloom & fruit trees loaded with
blossoms. Spread load manure on corn ground, re
harrowed both sweet corn patches. Went to Karn’s after
lawn clippings, & Ollie helped me mark out ground by
old house. Very tired tonight. Kay & Dick & Norah left
for Waverly this am.

MAY 24  Saturday
66-12pm

Hot summer weather - Sunny with considerable showery
looking part cloudiness. Breezy - overcast evng.
Did a big planting job today with Ollie’s help - planted
first the strip by old house, including Whipples Early
yellow. Evergreen Fodder & Bantam-Evergreen sweet
corn, also a few potatoes. We marked out and planted the
last years potato patch across from Hickory tree above 
Bishop’s line with 4 cross roads potatoes Fodder sweet
corn & the rest in       field corn.
The following is from clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
JOHN E. NICHOLS  died early Wednesday, May 21, at
the home of his daughter, Mrs. Tressa Mae Swibold, 137
Emerson stret. Mr. Nichols was a former resident of
Napanoch. For many years he was employed by the
Ulster & Delaware Railroad and was section foreman for
the O.&W. Railroad until his retirement about 10 years



ago. He was the husband of the later Mary E. Barringer
Nichols and just prior to her death in 1942 the couple
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Surviving
besides the daughter are two sisters, Mrs Mathilda
Townsend and Mrs. Mary Ellen Winchell; a brother, Ira
Nichols and several nieces and nephews. The funeral
will be held from the W. N. Conner Funeral Home, 296
Fair street, Saturday at  2pm. Interment will be in the
Tongore cemetery, Olive Bridge.  

MAY 25   Sunday  62-7am

Sun shone this am. Warm & humid became overcast
from south and the afternoon was rainy - at times in
downpours. There were drenching driving thunder
storms tonight. Broke away around midnight. Not much
doing today other than the usual run of chores.
MAY 26  Monday  54-7am

66-12pm
A magnificent warm bright sunny day & cloudless,
breezy evng - brilliant half moon.
This forenoon I went with Joe Winkler, World War 2
Veteran and placed flags on soldier graves in the
Bushkill, Laurel Hill, Winchell, Moe & Tongore
cemeteries.  During pm I spread load naure on corn
ground & started re-plowing. The ground is soaked in
water.  I called at Aunt Julia Wincells & found Paul
James had had coronary trombosis heart attack week ago
yesterday. Is a big care for aunt Julia.

MAY 27  Tuesday  54-7am



48-12pm
Another magnificent day fresh northerly day winds and
pleasantly cool. Became partly overcast toward evng.  I
did chores and hand mowed around by house & gardens
& along cow drive way am. This pm I plowed another
strip of weedy corn ground, the lower part of field is a
mush. Allan Rose took my veal calf Spot to Pine Bush
Livestock Market. I weighted 170 & sold for  $.27 lb
alive.  Net price rec’d less hauling comm. Charges etc.
$43.74 (check rec’d Thurs. May 29)

MAY 28  Wednesday  54-7am
78-10pm

Light shower in night. Hot muggy weather. Brisk south
westerly wind strong evng. August like weather.
Showery around pm.   Busy am with chores etc. This pm
I did considerable plowing of corn ground, mud & mush
not withstanding.

MAY 29  Thursday  70-7am
Hot sultry - Brisk south westerly wind, brought passing
pm showers. - Dashing long thunder shower broke over
south mtn 7pm.    I gave the corn field a good discing all
over. Also cultivated Ollie’s early planted potatoes. Got
home & cows in barn just ahead of the rain.

MAY 30  Friday  46-7am
40-11:30pm

A truly magnificent refreshed bright sunny day. Real
cool with brisk northerly day wind. Chilly moonlight
evng.      I did a variety of chores & odd job. Machine



mowed several patches, including our house yard.  PM I
disced the garden & plowed it, a big job.  Newly
organized Olive Memorial Post American Legion No
1627 held 2 pm  Memorial service on Tongore Church
yard.

MAY 31  Saturday  46-7am
44-12pm

Partly cloudy & cool - Northerly wind. Clear chilly
moonlight evng.     Disced the garden both ways - & we
had a late morning call by by Case & Lily Gwinn, who
were stopping in Kingston at The Stuyvesant.  This pm I
spread on load manure & disced corn ground both ways.
Late with supper & chores so couldn’t make going to
lodge.

JUNE 1  Sunday  60-7am
66-11pm

Warmer - Considerable trend to overcast. Brisk
southwesterly wind developed latter pm.      Did usual
daily chores.   This pm I attended with Mother a
Memorial Service at the Baptist Church. Members of
local Scout Troop No 63 - in charge of leader Chas.
Weidner 4th World War 2 veteran, presented the colors -
Tom Crosby & son Wm. of  Kingston rendered organ &
trumpet numbers. At close of service taps was sounded
from church entrance platform. Rev. Walter White was
the speaker.

JUNE 2  Monday  70-7am
72-12pm



Considerably overcast & threatening - Quite hot during
mid day - Brisk southwesterly wind evng. & rained a
little.  Re harrowed garden both ways am.  This pm I
plowed & disc harrowed Ollie’s big garden. Finished
writing letter to Jeanne Longyear in Havana evng.  Sent
$15.51 order Sears Roebuck & co.

JUNE 3  Tuesday  66-7am
46-11pm

Light rain in night & thunder showers this forenoon -
Gradually trying to break away pm. All clear & cool
evng with brilliant full moon rising in the southern
horizon.   Busy with chores in variety am - Sent annual
premium due June 30, in advance to Ernest H. Perkins,
Gen Agt Provident Mutual policy 637039 - amt $140.92. 
 This pm Ollie helped me cut 2 oak trees in woods back
of Whispells.

JUNE 4  Wednesday  42-6:30am
50-11pm

Magnificent clear bright sunny cool day. Winds light. A
few high floating light clouds. Clear moonlight night.    I
harrowed over corn ground & picked off load stone.
Plenty tired tonight.

JUNE 5  Thursday  54-7am
62-12pm

Continued clear, brisk south westerly wind. Moderately
warm. Pleasant weather.    With Ollie’s help and with a
late start we marked out both ways and planted the field



corn flint and dent varieties. A big task accomplished. 
Rec’d air mail letter from Mariam written June 1. She
stated Bob to be transferred to Mexico City & she & kids
will come home a month.

JUNE 6  Friday  
62-11pm

Had shower during night. Hot haying weather - Fair
becoming overcast during pm.    Ollie helped me plant
patch of sweet corn next to field corn. Put 2 beans to a
hill. Also acorn  squash seed. During pm I re harrowed
her gardens. Also cultivated the early potatoes, now 6”
high.  Pete Crawford called evng.

JUNE 7  Saturday  60-7am
52-12pm

Rainy - cool - During latter pm & evng the fall was
drenching.    Did usual chores & odd jobs. Filed Cross
cut saw. Tonight I took Mort & Mary Roe, Ollie Burgher
& Lauren Boice to see showing of  The Razors Edge at
the Phoenicia Theatre.   Rec’d letter Mrs. Longyear with
egg check $11.53

JUNE 8  Sunday  52-7am
50-11pm

Continued glum rainy and mother earth saturated - Did
not rain latter pm & evng.    Ranger my red bull jammed
my legs again the larger hemlock tree by rose bush in
yard, where I had him tethered on chain snapped to his
nose ring - He was bucking the tree & jumping around as
I walked between him & tree & he just caught me off



guard. I have a mighty sore & swollen left leg above
knee, also skinned & bruised somewhat right knee. -
However did usual chores - Charley & Mrs. Langer
called pm. Her grand niece 18yr old Audrey Caswell was
one of 42 killed in LaGuardia Field plane accident 

JUNE 9  Monday  50-7am
54-11pm

Gradually clear away this morning with a lovely sunny
warm day. Winds gentle, clear evng. - calm.    My
bunged up leg proved very bothersome all day - However
did chores, spread big load manure on patch behind barn,
and helped Ollie some pm.  Finished air mail letter to
Mariam this am & got it sent - Also sent 4lb butter by
Parcel Post to Mrs. Knorph.

JUNE 10  Tuesday  54-7am
66-12pm

Warm and mostly sunny - Winds light, hot afternoon -
Cloudless evng.    My leg is quite swollen & hobbling
around is painful. Did usual chores and this afternoon
Mother & I started making garden - I also planted 4 cross
rows of potatoes. I sold Ranger this am to Joe Aronofsky
the Tongore butcher for $100 - He estimated 350lbs
dressed. Wrote “news” copy eng.  The town truck drivers
staged an unannounced strike this pm after hauling slate
am from John Bell’s bank.

JUNE 11  Wednesday  70-7am



78-12pm
Continued fair and very hot, breezy. Showery in distance
pm & evng. Some cloudiness developed pm.
My leg is somewhat better & I made use of the respite
and cultivated the lower patches of potatoes & corn, also
sweet corn by old house. A hot tiresome hobbling job.

JUNE 12  Thursday  72-7am
54-12pm

Continued fair, brisk northerly wind. Warm, but much
less humidity, and became decidedly colder pm. Wind
quieted evng. Cloudless & cool.    Kept the old leg
going, pretty achy tonight. Besides chores, spread
manure behind barn. Cleaned Ollie’s hen house & we put
the manure, with acid fertilizer on corn. Also went over
to Estella Karnes with wagon & mowed load grass for
cows.

JUNE 13  Friday  50-6:30am

Clear lovely this morning, with light northerly wind,
became overcast pm.      Put in busy day with Ollie’s
help putting her manure & acid fertilizer, also load ashes
& fertilizer on sweet & field corn finishing the job

JUNE 14  Saturday  52-7am

Rainy day - Warmer & muggy pm with developing brisk
south westerly wind.     Went to Kingston as a Dist No2
Olive delegate to the Republican County Convention -
State Senator Arthur H. Wicks Chairman, Jim Simpson



Secy, Sheriff-Geo Smith re-nom. Jesse McHugh-coroner
re-nom.  Edward Murray for Comm of Public Welfare.
Had turkey dinner at McCabes restaurant.  I called at
Connor Funeral Home to pay respects to Mrs. Chauncey
Beehler (70) (Clara Constable) whose funeral was held at
1:30  Interment Tongore Cemetery. She died Tues. In
Miami Fla following heart attack. Had done washing
Mon.

JUNE 15  Sunday  62-7am
54-12pm

Clear am - becoming overcast pm with light passing
showers, cool, winds fresh northerly.   Did usual chores,
I made a mid day call on Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell.
Rested up some pm.  Myleg after a week is still
discolored from broken blood vessels & bothersome.
This evng I attended the Odd Fellows Annual Memorial
Service at the Olive Bridge Church. The new minister
Rev. Conklin was the impressive impromptu speaker.

JUNE 16  Monday  56-7am
Cloudy threatening this morning, but as the day wore on
it gradually broke away cool fresh northerly winds Clear
cool still evng.   Mother & I se out early cabbage &
pepper plants in garden this am. I also planted north end
with yellow sweet corn & 2 beans in a hill. Spread load
manure behind barn & helped Ollie plant garden beans
pm.  Rec’d air mail Fathers Day card letter from Mariam
saying they are planning to make a 5 hour plane trip from
Havana to New York Wed. Pm.



JUNE 17  Tuesday  46-6:30am
56-12pm

Pleasant bright day. Considerable forenoon cloudiness -
Sunny drying pm with south westerly wind developing
overcast still muggy tonight. Lightning around to distant
north.    Mother & I did more garden planting this
morning. Swan Brewster helped me get load cut grass
from church yard - also plowed patch behind pig yard for
sweet corn. Wrote “news” copy tonight.

JUNE 18  Wednesday  54-7am
54-11pm

Light showers this am also again latter pm - Unsettled -
cool. Mostly cloudy except for warm sketches of pm
sunshine. - clear evng.   Wrote a news copy for Freeman
am. This pm I thoroughly disced the plowed ground of
yesterday. Also spred on load manure & got cart load
sawdust from mill & shovel cultivated Ollie’s fine patch
of potatoes.

The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
Farm Building on Vly Property Saved From Fire
The quick response by the Stone Ridge and Olive fire
departments saved the property of Patrick Casey at the
Vly. The fire was discovered in a small outbuilding on
the premises about 5 o’clock Tuesday afternoon. Before
the firemen arrived the flames had communicated to
another small building and to the roof of one of the two
barns. Both departments arrived within five minutes of
one another and although there was a lack of water made



quick work of the fire. This was the firs call of the newly
organized and equipped Olive department and they used
their new apparatus ‘like veterans.’  Mr. Casey formerly
of New York city, purchased the property about two
years ago.

JUNE 19  Thursday  50-7am
48-12pm

Bright cool windy sunny day-scattered clouds-clear still
evng. Grand work day.      I did a big job cultivating the
field corn & planted in - went twice in row - Also
patches of thrifty potatoes & corn.

JUNE 20  Friday  54-7am
56-12pm

Cool - An indicated fine day, unexpectedly became
unsettled and a brisk thunder shower developed from the
west noon time - and the afternoon was showery - Still
overcast evng.    Dear Mariam phoned 9am from
Brooklyn - she & the children Gaye & Jeanne came last
evng from Havana to New York in a 5 ½ hr non stop
plane flight, on the Venezulan line -    Strong acid
fertilizer along potato rows & started hoeing as shower
came. 

JUNE 21  Saturday  54-7am
47-12pm

Continued cool. Considerable morning cloudiness -
Bright clear pm & evng. Winds light.     I spread cart
load manure on ground behind barn - cut & cleaned up a
border swath of grass along sweet corn patch by old



house & cultivated it both ways.   This evng I attended
I.O.O.F. Lodge for first in some weeks. A very attractive
flowered new carpet has been purchased & laid on the
lodge room floor. Cost approx. $600 from Sears
Roebuck & Co. - Refreshments served after meeting.

JUNE 22  Sunday  50-7am
55-12pm

Bright pleasant sunny warm day. Some high part
cloudiness.   I went strawberrying with Mother awhile
this am. - We got enough for supper. I rested on cot most
of pm. Wrote Freeman news copy evng.

JUNE 23  Monday  55-7am
54-11pm

Bright warm part cloudy. Thunder showers developed
pm - Dashing shower spread over the valley from north
milking time. Clearing, chilly evng.      Ollie helped me
weeding & hoeing potatoes - Showery weather cut short
the afternoon work. Mother made a wonderful strawberry
shortcake (biscuit dough) for our supper. This is her 60th
wedding anniversary.    Funeral 2pm for Walter Bogart
of Ashokan 77, retired Dept of Water Supply employee,
at Old School Baptist Church Shokan. Sermon by Elder
Arnold H. Bellows. Interment Winchell Cemetery. Mr.
Bogart died in sanitarium, Kingston, Friday.

JUNE 24  Tuesday  54-7am
54-11pm

Cool rainy day & evng.   I did a variety of daily chores &
odd jobs. - Both ends of the entrance driveway is being



shale covered by the good graces of Town Supt. Grant
Avery.   I went up to Bert Winnie’s garage pm & had
some adjustments made to my Chevy car $1.35 paid. 
Wrote “news” copy evng.

JUNE 25  Wednesday  54-7am
60-11pm

Wet night & showers this morning, broke away bright
sunny toward noon, which brought on brisk afternoon
s.w. Winds & several light thunder showers. Part clear &
cool evng.     Busy with chores etc. am This pm Ollie
helped me cut large red oak tree in woods back of
Whispells, had 18ft butt & 14ft top log.  I wrote to
Cornelia evng with card & a crisp $1 bill for her birthday
the 27th.
JUNE 26  Thursday    

60-12pm
Continued unsettled muggy - with passing afternoon
thunder showers - light rains. All cleared late evng.
Beautiful bulging moon.  Busy with chores  & odd jobs
am. This pm I spread load manure in potato & corn rows
by old house, hoed the potatoes, - got cart load sawdust
at mill & shovel cultivated Ollie’s thrifty early planted
potatoes now coming in blossom. Sent Cornelia by
Registered Mail - President Hotel 6% Prudence Bonds -
of $100 each which I had in safe keeping for Cornelia &
her mother. Some are being liquidated at about 80% face
value. Rec’d letter Sam Scudder that he will not be able
to handle our butter.

JUNE 27  Friday  57-7am



60-11pm
Partly cloudy, lazy hot shadowy pm.  Glorious clear
moonlight evng.       Went up to Gus Korittkes this am to
have separator skim milk spout soldered. Helped mother
clear out the kitchen stove & burn out chimney. Finished
weeding & hoeing my big patch of potatoes. Also spread
on load manure & disced patch behind barn both ways.
This Cornelia’s 29th birthday anniversary & 33rd of my
steam roller mangled right hand accident.

JUNE 28  Saturday  60-7am
66-12pm

Fair & hot, becoming showery around to north & part
cloudy pm south westerly day winds developed. Still &
warm evng.      Mother helped me mark out & plant
patch behind barn, using 3 varieties yellow sweet corn
also beans in hills.  Also contended with daily round of
chores including cutting grass for cows.  Tonight I took
Mort & Mary Roe & daughter Mildred, Mrs. Harold
Bennett & Ollie to Phoenicia, saw marvelous southern
ante civil war pioneer farm life picture The Yearling.
Rec’d letter Mariam from  Bklyn

JUNE 29  Sunday   64-7am
68-11pm

Hot sultry, lazy part cloudy - showers passed around pm.  
 Tried to rest up today. Had morning call by 
Mr & Mrs John Warren & pm by Mrs. Langer &
Charley. Wrote Mariam tonight & am enclosing her Pres.
Afl. Hotel, 6% Prudence Mtg. Cert. for redemption at
approx 80%.



JUNE 30  Monday  64-6am
69-12pm

Hot - Parlty cloudy. Breezy at times, showers went
around north - All cleared late evng.     I cultivated the
field corn - a hot job. Rec’d card from Mariam in Bklyn,
said Bob went by plane safely Friday, from Havana to
Mexico City.

JULY 1  Tuesday  68-7am
66-12pm

Sweltering - Showery around pm & evng.  Rainy evng. 
Ollie helped me spray both of our patches of potatoes.
Her patch is in full blossom.  Mr & Mrs Arfst Johannsen
called evng and bought 25 pounds butter @ .50lb. - Sam
Scudder became unable to handle our butter on short
notice to us, hence current  surplus.  West Shokan P.O.
became 3rd class - with a Govt hired clerk - Mrs. Mabel
D. Weidner.

JULY 2  Wednesday  56-6:30am
60-12pm

Cooler, much less humidity - Bright atmosphere. Part
cloudy, northerly wind. Mountain squall around pm. -
Glorious cool, moonlight evng.  I mowed strip of heavy
hay along driveway am also patch by house. PM I shovel
cultivated sweet corn & potatoes. Rec’d butter check
Sam Scudder  $26.00 - 40lb @ .65

JULY 3  Thursday   56-6:30am
56-12pm



Partly cloudy, bright pleasant day, northerly wind.  Clear
cool evng - Glorious full moon.  I hoed up the patch of
potatoes am - a big job.  This pm I mowed another strip
of hay behind barn & Mother & I cleaned up yesterday’s
cutting in a nice load, on improvised rigging on wagon
box.  Cornelia phoned from Rome late pm to see if
Mariam is here.

JULY 4  Friday  54-6:30am
56-12pm

Clear am - Considerable high cloudiness pm.  Pleasant
comfortable day. Winds light - Clear cool moonlight
night.    Kept busy all day - Cultivated, drawed out
manure & worked at cut the hay, & raked it.  Feel tired
out - Early evng had pleasant unexpected call by Mr &
Mrs Lester Personeus & 5 of their daughters. They had
hoped Mariam would be home.

JULY 5  Saturday  54-7am
63-12pm

Parlty cloudy - Showery about pm with a local 6 ocolock
thunder shower. Pleasant quiet day. Moderately warm.  
Worked curing the raked hay & mother & I got in in pm
with rakings 2 loads.    Kay & Dick with Norah arrived
as the shower came.  Mother rec’d several birthday
cards.

JULY 6  Sunday   56-am

Partly cloudy hot hazy day - Thunder shower late pm
Cooler evng.     Was home all day. Mariam with Gaye &



Jeanne arrived from Brooklyn with Mr & Mrs Longyear
about 2:15.  Mother served a delicious canned chicken
dinner. She had a number of callers for her 79th birthday
anniversary.

JULY 7  Monday   68-7am
64-11pm

Mostly overcast & murky. Thunder showers went around
to north morning & pm.  Cloudy - still evng.
Hoed potatoes & sweet corn in garden - also sowed
turnip seed in potatoes & sweet corn on Hinkley farm
am.  PM I put acid fertilizer on late sweet corn behind
barn, planted in & cultivated thru the long way twice in
row.  Dick & Cornelia & Norah left for Rome this am.

JULY 8  Tuesday   62-7am
62-12pm

Arrived rainy & continued all day & evng.  Cool.   Not
much accomplished.  Mr & Mrs Longyear came down
from Phoenicia this pm for Gaye’s 6th anniversary
birthday party & supper.  During the pm we heard
broadcast from Wriggily Field Chicago of the 14th
annual All Star ball game, won by the American
Leaguers 2-1.

JULY 9  Wednesday  62-7am
68-12pm

Murky - muggy. Hot sunshine broke thru toward noon -
Showers am  pm  & evng.   Bad weather for farmers. Cut
green grass for cows this morning & drawed out big load
manure on grass stubble am. This pm split some wood &



got load saw dust.

JULY 10  Thursday  64-6:30am
68-12pm

Muggy & murky with occasional sprinkles.    I took a
chance & sprayed my fine patch of potatoes am.  Got
cabbage plants at Ollie’s & set out part of our garden
space pm.  Went to Phoenicia tonight & saw late show
feature - It happed on 5th Avenue.

JULY 11  Friday   66-7am
70-12pm

Warm & humid & murky, but with times of considerable
hot sunshine.   I shovel cultivated the field corn both
ways.

JULY 12  Saturday   66-7am
Warm and sunny - Winds to northerly. Clear evng    Did
daily chores, drawed out manure & cultivated Ollie’s
gardens pm - Sanford Bell’s 88th birthday, who was 2
weeks to a day older than my Dear Father.
Tonight I attended the Olive Bridge I.O.O.F. Installation
with big dance following.  Dist Deputy Harlowe McLean
& staff installing officers.
Jr. Past Grand - Chas. Gustavson                   Noble
Grand - Burton Barringer
Vice Guard - Henry Terwilliger                       Warden -
Alonzo Davis
Conductor - Abram Smith                               R.S.M.G. -
Arthur E. Trowbridge
L.S.N.G. - Winston VanKleeck                       R.S.S.  -



Stefan Jurkowski
L.S.S.  - John Feltman                                     R.S.V.G. -
Percy Cook      
L.S.V.G. - Edw.Weldt                                     Inside
Guardian - Elmer F. Davis
Outside Guardian - Jimmy McGlocklin            Chaplain -
Elwyn C. Davis

JULY 13  Sunday   
64-12pm

Continued warm, hot sunshine - Considerable pm
cloudiness - Winds light northerly. Clear - pleasantly col
tonight with indication of a fair brand of haying weather,
I reluctantly mowed & tedded most of the hay behind
chicken house.

JULY 14  Monday   60-6:30am
64-12pm

Warm & sunny hazy South Westerly wind. Became
showery to west late pm & we had a dashing thunder
shower from High Point.     Swan Brewster cleaned up
our electric pump motor in celler am.  I worked at the
hay tedding & raking it & Mother & I got in a good load
ahead of the shower.

JULY 15  Tuesday  66- 7am
70-12pm

Muggy warm & murky. Drenching storms from the High
Point quarter.    Cultivated sweet corn patch behind barn
& garden am.  Pretty much rained out pm.  Mr & Mrs
Longyear came down from Phoenicia for call early evng.  



Theo Sampietro (49) died suddenly in chair on porch of
his home in Olive Bridge about noon today of heart
attack.

JULY 16  Wednesday  68-7am
68-12pm

Sticky murky muggy weather - with showers & thunder
showers.   Did chores & odd jobs.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
THEODORE SAMPIETRO
   Theodore Sampietro of Olive Bridge, died suddenly at
his home Tuesday July 15.  Mr. Sampietro for many
years has been employed by the Department of Water
Supply of New York City at Brown Station.  
   Surviving reatives are his wife, Mrs. Mary Rose
Sampietro, one daughter, Mrs. Joseph Curran of East
Northport, L.I., and one brother, Frank Bianchi of
College Point, L.I., also stepdaughter, Mrs. Irene Thiel of
Kingston and one aunt, Miss Mary Imholtz of Olive
Bridge.
   Funeral services will be held at the Olive Bridge
Methodist Church on July 18 at 2:30 pm.  Interment in
Tongore Cemetery.

JULY 17  Thursday  69-7am

Muggy murky and frequent thunder showers & pretty
much thundery all pm & evng.
I did chores, cut green grass for cows. Drawed out
manure &  doged showers to get cart load sawdust.



JULY 18  Friday  66-7am
74-12pm

Hot sultry - considerably sunny with fresh south westerly
wind. Customary afternoon thunder showers, with
driving drenchers evng.     Kept busy as usual, cut grass
for cows & wheelbarrowed in the sodden winrowed hay
for horses. Howed up potatoes in garden. Mr & Mrs
Longyear came down from Phoenicia & took Mariam &
Gaye & Jeannie up to Abe Longyear’s for dinner.  They
called on Aunt Julia Winchell during pm. - Kathryn Van
Ness came from Woodstock & staid over night.  After
supper Mariam with the children & Mrs. Van Ness went
over to see Grace & Henry Winchell.  Pete Crawford & a
Mr. Joe Bush called.  2:30pm funeral services for Theo
Sampietro in Olive Bridge church.  Interment in Tongore
Cemetery.

JULY 19  Saturday  66-7am
66-11pm

Rained most of night.  Hot sunshine and fresh winds,
westerly came the inevitable afternoon showers, overcast
& cooler evng.      Too hot & humid to accomplish nuch
work other than necessary chores & odd jobs.  Cut fresh
grass for cows etc.  Mr & Mrs Longyear came down
from Phoenicia this pm.

JULY 20  Sunday  56-6am
56-12pm

For a pleasant change the day was without rain - Warm



bright atmosphere. Partly cloudy. All clear tonight.
Mariam & the children Gaye & Jeannie returned with Mr
& Mrs Longyear to Brooklyn, leaving about 10:10 this
am.  Mother & I feel regretfully their going away - and
according to plans leave N.Y. by plane Tues for Mexico
City. D F.        This pm Jim Burgher & I took Ollie’s
brood sow “Pill” to Saurezs in Olive Bridge for breeding. 
Walter Bacher 72, who lived under the  hill, a bro. of
Chas Bacher died  last night in Kingston Hospital. He
had been sick about a week but wouldn’t call a doctor.

JULY 21  Monday  54-6:30am
64-12pm

Pleasant partly cloudy sunny this am - thickening haze &
cloudiness intreated pm & rain appeared imminent Mid
day winds fresh south westerly.      I worked at the week
old rain drenched & darkened hay, finally got it in quite
dry condition & Mother helped me get it in the barn & I
also cleaned up rakings & got green hay for cows.  I took
Colange’s truck & went after Ollie’s brood sow at
Saurez’s in Olive Bridge late pm.   The Ladies Aid &
Sunday School held a picnic at Forsyth Park, Kingston.

JULY 22  Tuesday  65-7am
66-11pm

Arrived rainy - Muggy murky - occasional showers.  Not
much can be accomplished. Kept going at chores & odd
jobs.  Rec’d card from Mariam that she & Gaye &
Jeannie will leave La Guardia Field at 11pm for Mexico
City.   Funeral services for Walter Bacher 10 am Wed.
July 23 at Connors Parlors in Kingston.  Interment was



in Ridgelawn Cemetery in Delaware N.J.

JULY 23  Wednesday  61-7am
52-12pm

A very pleasant warm sunny day, with fresh westerly
winds. Still clear & cool evng. - Bright growing crescent
moon over South Hollow.     Thinned out sweet corn am
after chores.  This pm I mowed a strip of hay along cross
path, tedded it over twice, spread cart load manure  & re
cultivated Ollie’s big garden.

JULY 24  Thursday  50-6:30am
58-11:30pm

Lovely soft pleasant mostly sunny day - Westerly mid
day winds. Considerable pm cloudiness. Clear tonight.    
It was good haying weather retedded & I raked the cut
hay & Mother & I cleaned it up pm in a load & a jag. 
This am I mowed about 2/3 of the extra heavy woods
corner hay.  Also tedded it twice & raked in winrows. 
Rec’d brief letter from Mrs. Longyear in Brooklyn that
Mariam & the girls had arrived OK in Mexico City.

JULY 25  Friday  56-7am
60-12pm

Good haying weather. Fair mostly sunny, winds light.
Some part cloudiness. All clear evng.     Worked hard &
long with the hay getting it well cured.  Mowed the
remainder of woods corner am.  This pm with Ollie
helping Mother & I we got 3 good big loads in barn &
unloaded.



JULY 26  Saturday  60-6:30am
78-12pm

Partly cloudy - warm & more humid - hazy. Breezy.
Clear evng with soft bulging moon.      Continued
favorable hay weather.  With help of Lauren Boice I
cleaned up the remaining load off woods corn & cut
another strip of hay & got in that load. Mr & Mrs Case
Gwinn with their son Alex & family later pm called.  
President Harry Truman’s 94 year old mother died as
indirect result of a fractured leg sustained by a fall last
winter.
JULY 27  Sunday  68-7am

70-11pm
Hot - Partly cloudy. Breezy - strong evng thunder
showers went both ways around nereby pm.  Real corn
growing weather.    Was around home all day. Rested &
snoozed on cot considerable. Wrote air mail letter to
Mariam.

JULY 28  Monday  66-7am
61-12pm

Drenching rain fell during early morning hours. Partly
cloudy, warm & humid. Clearing beautifully evng. With
moon nearing full. Winds light today.    Did jobs in
variety am. This pm I mowed a strip of the heavy overipe
hay below garden & tedded it over. Also drawed out
manure & put off load hay on wagon. Rec’d letter Mrs.
Longyear with several recent snap shots.  Rec’d
Montgomery Ward fall & winter catalog.  Mariam 33rd
birthday.



JULY 29  Tuesday  61-7am
64-12pm

Very heavy dew this morning. The day was hot & bright
sunny - winds light - clear cooler evng.    Tedded over
the cut hay twice this am. Raked it when I came home
for supper from Election board & with help of Mother &
Lauren Boice we drawed in a load.   Served as Inspector
for Primary Election at Colange’s Hall 12 to 9pm

JULY 30  Wednesday  62-6am
84-8pm

Very hot, mostly sunny - Had several sunshine sprinkle
showers pm - Partly overcast evng., hot & breezy.
I went up to Bert Winnie’s Garage this am also took
Ollie to the 7:42 Kingston bus at Boiceville.  I had a
leaky tire valve replaced - price $1.00.  Lauren Boice
helped me get in 2 loads hay, also cleaned up rakings -
mowed another strip of hay along top of hill - Mother
had call this afternoon by Mr & Mrs Will Elwyn & Mrs
Nellie Fletcher from Woodstock.

JULY 31  Thursday  80-7am
60-12pm

Severe westerly wind storm during night & this morning.
Had thunder shower, was windy all day & another
thunder shower mid pm.  Turning cooler & fair evng.     I
cultivated in garden this am. Tedded & raked the hay cut
yesterday & mowed another strip along the side hill.

AUGUST 1  Friday  50-6:30am
54-12pm



Clear much less humidity, wind northerly - Brilliant full
moon & chilly evng.      I mowed the remainder of the
side hill hay & Lauren Boice helped me get in 3 loads. 
Excellent haying weather.

AUGUST 2  Saturday  46-6:30am
56-12pm

A grand sunny hay day, pleasantly warm. Lovely
moonlight evng  Winds were light.      Lauren Boice
helped me clean up the side hill haying in a nice well
cured load pm.  Drawed out manure, re-mowed heavy
grass by currant bushes for cows.  Attended Republican
town nominating caucus evng in Olive Bridge I.O.O.F.
Hall.  The nominations are:
Claude Bell, Supervisor         John Marshall, Town Clerk 
   Earl Brindage - Coll
Homer Markle Jr. - Assessor 4yrs  (All of the above re-
nominated)
Jack Darling - Assessor 2 yrs.   Alvin Markle - Supt of
Highways    Lester S. Davis - Justice 4 yrs.
Wm. Lortz - Justice 4 yrs.  Paul James - School Director

AUGUST 3  Sunday  56-7am
64-11pm

Continued fair but more hazy & humid with considerable
pm cloudiness. Clear still cool evng.
We had no callers & I rested up considerable on cot in
dining room.  After supper I went up & called on Ed
Avery.  Looked over the new Bushkill bridge, the steel
floor framework is completed & forms are ready for
starting the concrete 8” floor.  Wrote air mail card letter



to Mariam & Bob for his birthday Aug. 7.
AUGUST 4  Monday  60-6am

65-12pm
Hot, lowry - Typical August weather. Calm - Fair hazy
evng.     Didn’t look favorable to cut hay. I drawed out
manure on grass & got 2 cart loads sawdust from mill.

AUGUST 5  Tuesday  62-6:30am
70-10:30pm

Hot lowry - Pretty much hazy & overcast. Some sunshine
- still   Faired away evng.     I did a big haying job
mowed alfalfa patch behind old barn, thick growth, also
the orchard lot & about old house - Tedded & raked part
of the hay.

AUGUST 6  Wednesday  64-7:15am
64-10pm

Sunny not so cloudy or hazy as yesterday - Hot but not so
humid. Light wind stirring. Clear still evng.
Did a big haying job and with Lauren Boice & Ollie
helping got 3 loads, all that’s cut but the rakings & in
well cured condition.    The annual Baptist fair & supper
held.

AUGUST 7  Thursday  60-6:30am
66-12pm

Clear early but murked over. Light early pm shower -
Later clearing  Winds calm.   Lauren Boice helped me
clean up the rakings from yesterday, and got wet shirts
getting hay loaded. Later I drawed out manure on grass
& made trip up to Gus Korittke for repairs.  Mother rec’d



letter from Mariam, with Post card picture of 4 motor
plane that flew them from Houston Texas to Mexico
City.

AUGUST 8  Friday  61-6:30am
66-12pm

Muggy & murky with several afternoon thunder showers,
one covering the valley from the north was a needed
drencher.  Water fell to raise & roil the Bushkill.  Made a
trip to Bert Winnie’s garage this am to get a “short” in
car fixed.  He was busy & got Francis Whispell to do it
this pm.  I started to mow 3 corner lot but got rained out. 
Mr & Mrs. Leland P. Hamilton of Oneonta called this
pm on the occasion of their 29th  Wedding Anniversary
spent with Uncle Watson & Aunt Cornelia.

AUGUST 9  Saturday  64-7am
65-12pm

Unsettled murky hot close muggy. Thunder showers
around west to north all pm.  We had a heavy long
electrical storm & drenching rain evng.     I drawed out
manure, mowed some more on 3 corner lot till pittman
head strap bolts broke, also drawed 2 cart loads sawdust
from  the  Suepfle mill.
Democratic town caucus last nite at Olive Brideg hall.
For supervisor - Justus North                           Town
Clerk  -  Robert Crispell
Collector -   John Davis                                    Supt.
Highways   - Francis Whispell
Assessor 4 yrs.  - Millard Bell                          Assessor  
2 yrs. - Philip Colletti



Justices 4 yrs. - Fred Weeks                             School
Director - Fred Adsit 

AUGUST 10  Sunday   66-7am
64-12pm

Murky this morning. Clearing away sunny & hot pm -
Still peaceful fair evng & cooling off.     I went over to
see Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell & had dinner with them. 
On my way home a good sized black bear bounded
across the road at the top of the curvy hill on the Linder
property (Formerally Breuchaud’s) & disappeared in the
woods on the right.  It is the first bear I ever saw at large. 
It looked coal black.

AUGUST 11  Monday  64-7am
65-12pm

Mostly sunny hot light winds - All clear still evng.    
Good hay drying weather pm.  I mowed the rest of 3
corner lot and along brush lot borders - Also tedded &
raked it & Lauren Boice helped me draw a big load &
put on mow late pm.     Rec’d card from Mariam.

AUGUST 12  Tuesday  64-7am
70-11:30pm

Hotter & more humid than yesterday - not much breeze -
Considerable afternoon overcast, with usual August haze
- cooled off pleasantly evng.  I mowed the hay on field
above the corner lot & tedded it.  Also with Lauren
Boice’s help got in load from 3 corner lot & after supper
I re raked it. - Have the last hay cut.



AUGUST 13  Wednesday  64-7am
74-12pm

Partly cloudy - mornings have heavy dews. Became
extremely hot. With early pm thunder shower, generous
of thunder in High Point area, but rain was light.  
Worked at the hay with Lauren Boice helping. We
drawed over a good sized & small load but somewhat
dampened by the rain.

AUGUST 14  Thursday  72-7am
68-11pm

The weather became stifling hot & humid. Which
developed an afternoon of a continued thunder shower,
thunder boomed & rumbled incessantly, but then was not
a great deal of rain.  I managed to get the last load of hay
alone, well cured & ahead of the rain.  Unloaded it after
supper.
The following is from a clipping pasted in journal for
this date:
GEORGE HOGAN
   Funeral services for the late George Hogan of
Shandaken, who died in Kingston August 11, were held
Thursday at 2 p.m., from the Lasher Funeral Home,
Woodstock.  Interment was in the Woodstock cemetery. 
Mr. Hogan had lived in the Town of Olive all his life and
was a son of the late George S. And Julia Hogan. He was
employed by the New York City Department of Water
Supply at Brown’s Station for the past 27 years.  A
brother Robert Hogan and a sister, Mrs. John Hamilton
of Kingston survive him.  He was a veteran of World



War I.

AUGUST 15  Friday  68-7am
69-12pm

Fair & hot, but less humid - somewhat breezy pm -
Showery evng.     I made a clean up of hay rakings &
drawed out manure on grass.  I dug in my potato patch &
farmed a good crop but very scabby.   Went  to Phoenicia
evng & saw feature, Dear Ruth,  also  March of Time &
News Reel.

AUGUST 16  Saturday  
66-12pm

Muggy & murky warm. Still - Occasional showers -
Drenching evng with electrical accompaniment.
I did chores & odd jobs - cut brush along fence rows -
latter pm.

AUGUST 17  Sunday  64-7am
64-12pm

Wet night and thick drizzling rain fell pretty much
continually during the day.  Did chores & rested pretty
much today.  Charley & Mrs Langer called during pm.

AUGUST 18  Monday  62-7am
64-12pm                                                

Misty foggy murky am.  Sunny pleasant still pm  new
moon showing over crest of  South Mtn. early evng.
I did some hand mowing at Ollie’s & after drawing out
load manure this pm went after the grass with hay wagon
for cows.   12 years ago tonight my Dear Aunt “Nelie”



Bishop died.

AUGUST 19  Tuesday  68-7am

Some cloudiness, but sunny and extremely hot pm with
developing passing thunder showers.  A heavy storm
down over the east side caused lightning damage to the
Jimmy Allen farm house in Marbletown.  I gathered load
grass at Ollie’s for cow fodder, and took time off pm
listening to broadcast of third game in crucial series
between the St. Louis Cardinals & Brooklyn - won by
former 11-3

AUGUST 20  Wednesday     
66-12pm

Murky this am & had a dashing rain shower around 9
ocolock. Later faired away hot & again murked over late
pm.   I got another load of grass at Ollie’s, drawed out
manure & took time to hear most of the broadcast of
exciting 12 inning game in Brooklyn, with St. Louis
winning out 3-2.  This evng took Mort & Mary Roe,
Mrs. Kizirian & Ollie to Phoenicia to movies, feature
picture Northwest Outpost.
Finished “news” copy this am - 12th anniversary of
funeral of Aunt Cornelia Bishop.  The Ulster Co Fair
held at Forsyth Park in Kingston.

AUGUST 21  Thursday  64-7am
66-12pm

Murky overcast all day & evng. Still. Threatening rain.   
Got sweet corn & picked dried beans, also load sweet



corn stalks. Mother is busy drying corn & canning
peaches.  We have a nice crop on the trees in currant
bush row along garden. The raccoons are ravaging my
sweet corn - Joey Massimo caught a 15 pounder, bobtail,
no tail at all, - which he helped me skin & gave me the
meat.

AUGUST 22  Friday  64-7am
66-12pm

Murky this am but broke away hot & part cloudy.
Cleared beautifully early evng with cooling light
northerly breeze.     Busy with chores & odd jobs. This
pm drawed out manure on grass & got load sawdust.
Picked several pails of delicious rosy cheeked yellow
peaches.

AUGUST 23  Saturday  64-7am
65-12pm

Part cloudiness, hot mostly sunny - Clear pleasantly cool
evng  Half moon.   Followed along in customary daily
routine. Got load sweet corn stalks for cows.  Skinned &
cut up a raccoon Joey Massimo caught in my sweet corn.
Got load sawdust during pm.

AUGUST 24  Sunday  60-6:30am
70-11pm

A sunny but extremely hot day - Winds light. Pleasant
mellow moonlight evng.     I wrote to Mariam pm &
listened to broadcast of Pittsburgh-Dodgers game in
Bklyn - who won 3-1.   Mother worked all the long hot
day canning peaches.   This evng I went over to Henry



Winchell’s & took them peaches, potatoes & tomatoes.

AUGUST 25  Monday  66-7am
72-11pm

Partly cloudy, hot, thunder shower activity mid day back
of High Point & off to south. Clear warm soft moonlight
evng.  Winds were light.    Besides usual chores, finished
air mail letter to Mariam this morning. Drawed out
manure on grass - got sweet corn stalks.  This pm I hoed
garden cabbage & heard broadcast of part of Pirates-
Dodger game - Brooklyn won 11-10.  Mother is getting
caught up with her first tree peach canning has 24qt & 4
pt jars.

AUGUST 26  Tuesday  69-7am
64-12pm

Fair this morning but became unsettled with an overcast
afternoon and easy thunder showers - Cloudy evng &
heat wave broken.   Did chores & got sweet corn &
potatoes this forenoon for Clayton Burgher - Tried to
hear the Pirate Bklyn ball game forecast, which was
drownded out with static.  The Pittsburgs won 16-3
Wrote “news” copy evng.

AUGUST 27  Wednesday  59-7am
56-12pm

Rainy this morning a thick drizzle - Starting to break
away this afternoon. Calm & decidedly cooler. Cleared
beautifully evng.     Got big cart load sweet corn stalks
for cows, also drawed out manure & got load sawdust. 
We had delicious golden bantam cross sweet corn both



for breakfast & supper.

AUGUST 28 Thursday
Overcast rather muggy. Still, Cleared beautifully evng,
serene moonlight.   Principal job was picking beans in
the sweet corn, and a big one.  The Terhune children
Barbara & Briant and Ollie helped.  Joey Massimo
caught another coon in my corn & gave it to me.  Ollie
will can it.
AUGUST 29  Friday

60-12pm
Partly cloudy. Pleasantly cool  Winds light. Became
overcast evng.  - cool.    I mowed the hay at Ollie’s on
both sides of road.

AUGUST 30  Saturday  61-7am
74-12pm

Cloudy warm, muggy - Rain showers along about all day
- Fresh warm southwesterly winds tonight. Full moon
occasionally shining thru. Strong westerly wind during
night.    I killed & picked 4 hens - got sweet corn &
potatoes for Clayton Burgher. Drawed out big load
manure late pm. Spread on grass.  This evng I went to
Olive Bridge & got ham cut at Bill Lortz shop. Stopped
at IOOF hall but lodge was out.  Big Olive Bridge Fire
Dept Auxiliary dance.  Called on Pete Crawford on way
back.

AUGUST 31  Sunday  66-7am
56-12pm

Warm partly cloudy & pleasant, clearing beautifully



during the pm. - Glorious big full moon shinning all
evng. - Cooler tonight.    Lauren Boice helped me get
load hay at Ollie’s this pm.  Her brother Virgil Burgher
came home from Neptune N.J. for 4 day visit this pm. 
Charley & Mrs Langer called pm.  Our nice new friends
Mr & Mrs Ed. Terhune returned home late pm to Mt.
Vernon NY after spending 3 wks in the Bishop
apartments.

SEPTEMBER 1  Monday  50-7am
64-11pm

It was a glorious yes perfectly serene clear day with
winds calm. It became partly overcast during late pm &
was mostly overcast tonight.    I attended the Annual
Boiceville pine grove Labor Day re-union. A good crowd
assembled. The Boy Scouts of Olive served
refreshments, they took in over $180. Sylvester Wells
orchestra furnished music. Pratt Boice was chairman at
business meeting. Chas. Hesley re elected Pres & myself
as Treas. Mrs Hesley elected Vice Pres.   Treas bal fwd
from 1946 152.26    Today’s expenses - music 20.00
Carting chairs 5.00  Todays coll. 41.30   Amt on hand for
next year  $168.50

SEPTEMBER 2  Tuesday  64-7am
68-11pm

Warm & humid with drenching thunder showers
gradually giving way to hot sunshine around 10 oco.  No
further showers developed & the evening was beautifully
clear  bright moonlight & breezy.   Mr & Mrs Case
Gwinn called this am enroute home from over weekend



stop at Clayton Burgher’s.  I sold them 18 ears big white
sweet corn @ .50 dz   ____dz eggs at .80   Spread cart
load manure on side hill grass & got load sweet corn
stalks for cows.

The following is from a clipping pasted in journal for
this date:
BOICEVILLE HOLDS LABOR DAY REUNION
   The annual Boiceville Labor Day reunion was held at
Lambert Field at Boiceville with is now owned by
Joseph Friedberg.  The usual large number of past and
present town of Olive residents attended and President
Charles Hesley extended a welcome to all.  Due to the
absence of  Milliard H. Davis, Pratt Boice acted as
chairman of the usual meeting.  
   Arthur Trowbridge opened the business meeting with
prayer and speakers were Case Gwinn, Dr. Shem Everett,
Jessie Shurter, Deforest Bishop, Sanford Bell, Ross W.
Lynn and Ferris J. Davis.  The present officers were re-
elected, although they asked to be relieved.  A free will
offering was taken and Treasurer Elwyn C. Davis
reported the amount to be $41.30.
   The business meeting was closed with appropriate
remarks by Arthur Trowbridge.  Music was supplied by
Sylvester Weeks and his “Side Hill Rangers” with songs
by the fiddler, “Buffalo Bill” Spanhake.  Food and
refreshments were sold by the Boy Scouts. Joseph
Friedberg offered the use of his grove to any church or
civic organization.
   Following the formal meeting the many friends and
neighbors and former residents of the town met and



exchanged greetings and renewed friendships or became
acquainted with the new residents of the town.

SEPTEMBER 3  Wednesday  60-7am
62-11pm

Warm sunshine. Partly cloudy - Light northerly wind.
Clear cool moonlight tonight.  I mowed Ollie’s little
meadow - cleaned up last weeks left over rakings -           
       Drawed out manure, machine mowed strip of second
cutting grass behind barn & got cart load for cows.
Mother besides her daily routine, pulled weeds in garden
etc. etc.    Ed Avery left early this am for Eldred, Penna,
called by critical condition of his brother, Steward.
The following is from a clipping pasted in journal for
this date:
Town of Olive Residents to Discuss Fire Tax District
   All residents of the Town of Olive have been invited to
attend an open meeting of Olive Fire Department No.1,
to be held Monday night, September 8 at 8 o’clock, at the
I.O.O.F. Hall, at Olive Bridge, to discuss plans for a fire
tax district, which would provide fire protection for the
Town of Olive and The Vly and Atwood neighborhoods
in Marbletown, now a part of the Olive Bridge fire
district.
   Directors of the Olive Fire Company, meeting last
week at the home of Albert Stanley Fox Jr., the fire
chief, at Olive Bridge, voted to explore the possibility of
setting up the town-wide unit, which would operate three
fire companies, each with its own equipment and fire
houses, to serve the areas around Olive Bridge, West
Shokan and Ashokan, a plan which would provide Olive



with one of the finest fire fighting organizations in the
state.
   The recent statement by New York city, expressing
willingness to support the tax district, will be discussed. 
In its statement, the city pledged $5,000 a year, a mill tax
on its reservoir assessment of $5,000,000, toward the
organization and maintenance of the town-wide setup.
   The meeting was called by Simeon Trowbridge, of 
The Vly, president of the Olive Bridge company, who
said that the meeting is to be open to all Olive residents
as well as those of the Marbletown neighborhoods so
that any questions concerning the proposed plans can be
answered so far as possible by the officials of the
company.
   “This will provide an opportunity for everyone to learn
of any benefits which shall result from a town-wide tax
district,” said Mr. Fox.  “The income from a tax district -
about $6,000 a year on the basis of one-mill tax-would
go a long ways toward setting up an ideal department.
   “The Olive Bridge unit has bought its engine and paid
for it, and the company now is completing the purchase
of a lot in Olive Bridge--the former Anna Davis property
across the road from the Cecil Gray store in Olive
Bridge--as a site for a fire house.  So, for the time being,
our company is on call to fires in all parts of the town.  It
is obvious, however, that the town would have better
protection if similar companies were established in the
areas around West Shokan and Ashokan.”
   For the information of Olive residents, Mr. Fox
announced that fire alarms now should be reported by
telephone to Shokan 2583, or a call to the operator with a



report of the whereabouts of the fire would serve.

SEPTEMBER 4  Thursday 54-7am
60-12pm

Hot sunshine - Fair am. Thunder showery all pm. Rains
were light. Clear-moonlight & cool evng.   
I started raking up yesterdays cut hay after dinner,   when
came the rain.   Helped mother pick beans for canning in
garden am.

SEPTEMBER 5  Friday  58-7am
63-12pm

Light rain this am with rumbling thunder. Broke away
later & became overcast during pm with brief shower.
Clear & calm tonight with moon on the wane.     I cut
brush out along woods & over by driveway in to Hinkley
house.  Did usual chores & picked beans in sweet corn,
& brought delicious yellow corn home for cooking.  
Rec’d letter Lute Bell.

SEPTEMBER 6  Saturday  60-7am
64-12pm

August like weather hazy - Murky - Faired away partly
midday. Very heavy dew mornings. - Clear still tonight -
half moon.  Spread cart load manure on grass - cut hay
wagon load sweet corn stalks also drawed part of the
little meadow hay which I raked after dinner.   Rec’d
letter from Mariam dated Sept 2, relayed by Mrs.
Longyear.  Funeral services pm for Steward Avery at his
home in Eldred Pa.- Burial in Black Creek, NY
Cemetery.  Masonic ritual at grave.



SEPTEMBER 7  Sunday
67-10:30pm

Murky this forenoon sunny & hot pm - August like -
Clear still warm evng.  Wrote a long letter to Mariam.  -
Didn’t do much other than daily chores. Mother was
busy the whole day & added a letter to Mariam.

SEPTEMBER 8  Monday  64-7am
72-12pm

Mostly sunny. Calm & hot - Murky tonight.   Drawed out
manure, got hay rigging load of sweet corn stalks & last
jag of hay from Ollie’s little meadow.    Tonight - Took
Mary & Mort Roe, Ollie & Mrs. Kizirian to Phoenicia
and saw the famous action picture - The Sea Hawk -
Went around by Shokan & took Aunt Julia Winchell
some of our farm abundance.  Swan Brewster started
work as laborer on the new State thruway road building
job at Boiceville.  While shaving this pm the Marlin
Gillette type safety razor blade which I have used
continuously since Aug 5-1943, split in half while
housing it in glass of warm water.

SEPTEMBER 9  Tuesday  64-6:30am
69-12pm

After the morning murk overhead cleared the day was
mostly sunny still & hot.      Did a variety of jobs. Cut
brush over on old place this am. Mowed the thick second
growth on woods corner pm. - drawed out manure & got
cut grass for cows.



SEPTEMBER 10  Wednesday  61-7am
64-11pm

Hot Sunshine and murk pretty well divided - Clear still
evng. - Fresh S.Westerly day wind - Helped Ollie get
sweet corn for canning am along with forking out the
nice 5 rows of potatoes in garden - This pm I tedded over
the cut hay, spread the overnight load of manure & got
load sweet corn stalks for cows.  Wrote letter to Cornelia
tonite.

SEPTEMBER 11  Thursday  64-7am
76-11pm

Partly cloudy, hot humid brisk south westerly wind.
About the second warmest night of the summer.   
Helped Ollie get more sweet corn this am for canning.
Coons are raiding the sweet corn opposite Whispell’s
house.  This pm I tedded & raked the woods corner hay,
drawed out manure, cut strip of heavy grass along lower
side of garden, & got cart load for cows tonight.  This
evng I called on Ed Avery.   I heard part of game tonight
at St.Louis.  Won 3-2 by Brooklyn.

SEPTEMBER 12  Friday  74-7am
75-11pm

Part cloudy - Fresh brisk South westerly winds. Hot mid
summer weather - Calmed evng.    Cleaned up the woods
corner in a fine conditioned well cured load this pm with
Ollie’s help.  Also got big cart load below garden - A hot
tiresome day.   I heard latter part of thrilling see saw ball
game at St. Louis.  Won 8-7 by the Cardinals over
Brooklyn.



SEPTEMBER 13  Saturday  66-7am
76-12pm

Continued unusually hot muggy weather.  Partly cloudy,
breezy. Scattered thunder showers passed around by
north pm.     Did a variety of jobs - caught a young coon
in sweet corn, & got load sawdust, cleaned up grass
below garden, got load sweet corn. Also got
Montgomery Ward Power Grip 17xx 550 tire mounted &
in service on left rear wheel of Chevy.

SEPTEMBER 14  Sunday
66-11pm

Another hot humid sunny day - Had mid pm sprinkle.
Clear still evng.     Did usual chores - Mother & I went to
church this pm - Rev J.R.Vaughn of L.I. our World War
I era pastor now connected with L.I. Indian Reservation
preached.  There was a good turnout, including Minnie
Every & Lennie of Kingston.

SEPTEMBER 15  Monday  64-7am
75-12pm

Continued hot & muggy. Drenching cracking High Point
thunder shower early pm - Strong south westerly wind
developed at evng.     I mowed the second growth hay
behind barn am.  Filed cross cut saw pm  finished cutting
brush along woods corner.  Rec’d letter & 4.80 egg
check Mrs. Longyear.



SEPTEMBER 16  Tuesday  62-7am
48-12pm

At last the long spell of hot humid weather is over. 
Overcast this am with fresh northerly winds, gradually
clearing into a bright sunshiny pm.  Clear, still & chill
evng.     Ollie helped me cut a large 30ft oak log in
woods back of Whispells.-Also tedded the cut hay
behind barn pm & got cart load for cows. I caught
another coon opposite Whispell’s.

SEPTEMBER 17  Wednesday  46-7am
54-12pm

A magnificent bright sunny day. Real cool this am. Wind
light. Calm cloudless tonight but stars a bit hazy. Ollie
helped me cut the lower patch of field corn, and get some
on hay wagon for cow fodder. She also tedded & raked
up the grass behind barn. A big tiresome days work -
Mother continues canning & drying peaches. Wrote
“news” copy this am.

SEPTEMBER 18  Thursday  49-7am
68-12pm

A magnificent sunny pleasantly warm day & cloudless
evng. Breezy.     Did a big days job Ollie helped me cut 3
pine logs across road in back woods about opposite the
old Hinkley house drive way am. - This pm cured in fine
shape & got in load second cutting hay, and drawed out
load manure.  After dinner I picked 
1 ½ bu beautiful peaches from our currant row trees.

SEPTEMBER 19  Friday  60-7am



54-10pm
Part cloudy, hot sunshine, breezy becoming more
overcast with pm thunder squall showers, but west side
of reservoir didn’t get much rain. Turning cooler -
overcast evng.     Ollie helped me cut 19 stones field corn
in orchard lot, also got in rakings behind barn & drawed
out manure.

SEPTEMBER 20  Saturday  48-7am
54-12pm

There was a distinct feel & look of autumn as the sun
rose this am with considerable cloudiness. It later cleared
most gloriously and clouded over again at evng. - Winds
southerly.     Ollie & I cut corn am she helped mother can
peaches pm & I drawed out manure & got hay rigging
load of green corn stalks. Tonight I took Mort & Mary
Roe & Ollie to Phoenicia & saw a wonderfully colorful
& interesting picture Black Gold.

SEPTEMBER 21  Sunday  56-7am
70-12PM

A dismal cloudy day-chilly autumn like, with brisk
southerly wind becoming decidedly warmer pm & evng.
Tried to rest up today. Listened to Brooklyn-Boston ball
game pm - score Boston 4 - Bklyn 0.

SEPTEMBER 22  Monday  58-7am
42-12pm

Arrived rainy-downpour. Equinoctial weather. Rains
cleared toward noon  & stayed breaking away. Wind
shifted about to northerly & became very blustery &



decidedly cooler by later pm. Brilliant half moon set
about 10.15evng.    Ollie helped me cut corn pm. Wrote
air mail letter to Mariam evng & enclosed some
reddened soft maple leaves.  Sent order Sears Roebuck.

SEPTEMBER 23  Tuesday  32-7am
34-11:30pm

Glorious bright & sunny this am but such a change chills
the marrow like winter. The day was perfect atmosphere
clear as a bell - Every tree on the mountain stood out
individually in bold relief. Northerly winds shifted
southerly & quieted. There was a light pumpkin vine
frost.  Ollie & I cut corn, drawed out manure, gathered
acorn squash & got hay rigging load sweet corn stalks.

SEPTEMBER 24  Wednesday  35-7am

Unsettled-partly cloudy, becoming overcast.-Pleasantly
cool - Day winds southerly. Calm evng.      
William Supples moved out his sawmill from the
Beesmer lot. -Has been there about a year. He sawed me
some 16ft oak bridge plank & some boards. -Cut sweet
corn pm. Swan Brewster helped me get the load of plank
after supper & piled them out along the woods.

SEPTEMBER 25  Thursday
46-10:30pm

Overcast am. Clearing away during afternoon with fresh
northerly wind. Gloriously clear moonlight tonight
I helped Ollie pick dried beans & during pm drawed out
manure got cart load sawdust also hay wagon load oak



boards sawed yesterday.

SEPTEMBER 26  Friday  32-6:30am
35-12pm

White frost on roofs. Magnificent clear cold windy day
& evng. Gorgeous bright shining moon nearing full
There was some pm cloudiness.    I stored away the load
of boards am.  PM I mowed several patches of second
cutting on the Hinkley place & gathered the last load of
standing sweet corn stalks.

SEPTEMBER 27  Saturday  28-7am
30-12pm

Killing frost & ice. Heavy frost with window pane ice on
barn gutter _____. Beautifully clear chilly & windy. Still
brilliant moonlight tonight & frosty.    Ollie helped me
dig potatoes latter am. This pm I tedded the cut grass &
got load corn stouts.  I attended IOOF Lodge tonight &
called on Pete Crawford.

SEPTEMBER 28  Sunday  26-6am
36-12pm

Back again to good old standard time. Heavy freeze
again last night. Weather perfectly glorious & the
moonlight magnificent - Winds are becoming southerly
with a warmer trend tonight -      I had an undesirable
hog pen floor repairing job this forenoon. Mr. Van Ness
& party called pm, also Lottie Hesley after church. The
Major League baseball season closed today. Respective
pennant winners for 1947 are the N.Y. Yankees, A.L. &
Brooklyn Dodgers, N.L.



SEPTEMBER 29  Monday  42-6am
58-12pm

Strong southerly winds. Partly cloudy warmer - Wind
shifting to north evng.     Dug some potatoes am for Ollie
& this pm got load nice second cutting hay.  Rec’d letter
& check Mrs. Knorph. Tonight took Mort & Mary Roe,
Ollie & Mrs. Kizirian to Phoenicia - Feature picture in
color - The Red Stallion

SEPTEMBER 30  Tuesday  46-7am
36-10pm

High northerly wind all day & evng. Turned much colder
Bright sunny - some part cloudiness. Brilliant clear early
rising full moon tonight.    Drawed out manure & mowed
the field in front forenoon. This pm put off the load of
hay in Ollie’s barn, also got remainder this pm & several
stouts of corn, squashes & pumpkins.   The Worlds
Series opened at the Yankee Stadium in N.Y. - The
Yankees won 5-2 - Attendence over 73000.

OCTOBER 1  Wednesday  32-6am
44-12pm

Cold windy night. Another beautiful bright sunny day
cool with northerly wind - quieted & overcast evng. -
The temperature trend is warmer tonight.     Put in a busy
day. Wrote “news” copy after breakfast. Tedded the
grass cut yesterday, also raked it late pm after mowing
the upper part of side hill.  The Yankees made the
Brooklyn’s look like bush leaguers winning the second
game of the series 10-3. Attendence over 69000



OCTOBER 2  Thursday  44-6:30am
42-12pm

Mostly overcast cool northerly winds, diminishing.
Breaking away late evng.     Helped Ollie dig potatoes
am. This afternoon we got in a big load of green cured
hay. This pm the World Series shifted to Ebbetts Field
Brooklyn where in a thrilling game the Yanks were
defeated 9-8. Attendence 33,098

OCTOBER 3  Friday  41-6:30am

A magnificent pleasantly warm sunny day, cloudless
evng. - Winds light moonlight, moon on wane.  I spread
out the load of hay because it was very green, for better
curing & Ollie helped me get in barn pm & wagon
unloaded. I also drawed out manure & did other odd
jobs.  Listened to part of the 4th game of the World
series won in 9th inning by Brooklyn with 2 out, score 3-
2, after the game seemed assured to the Yankees due to
the brilliant no hit pitching of  (left blank)

OCTOBER 4  Saturday  36-6am
58-12pm

Another clear warmer mellow day & evng.-Light day
wind, becoming fresh evng.     Served as Inspector for
First Day of Registration.-Hours 7am-10pm   Mother & I
got in load second cutting part rakings when I came
home for supper.   I heard the full broadcast of the well
played 5th World Series game won by the 
NY Yankees over Brooklyn at Ebbetts Field 2-1.



OCTOBER 5  Sunday  44-6:30am
56-10:30pm

Cloudless serene colorful warm sunny weather. Clear
moonlight night.   Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell being
unable due to his health to make us their annual World
Series dinner visit begun in 1935 - I in order not to break
the pleasant chain, went over this pm and we greatly
enjoyed the thrilling nerve wracking 6th game of the
series at the Yankee Stadium N.Y.C., which was won by
Brooklyn 8-6. Largest game attendence in history
74,049?      This forenoon we had a pleasant call from
my good friends Mr & Mrs Ed Terhune family of Mt.
Vernon.  Altho late after the game I went to Atwood to
see Wm Sueplfe about sawing my left in the woods logs.

OCTOBER 6  Monday 50-6:30am
60-11pm

Another warm cloudless day & evng. Wind northerly-
Brilliant back to old half moon.  Helped Ollie dig
potatoes am - This pm I split wood & with radio placed
outside kitchen window enjoyed the 7th and final game
of Worlds Series at Yankee Stadium won by the Yankees
over Brooklyn 5-2. Both sides played errorless ball &
had 7 hits. Smoky Joe Paige the winning pitcher -
Attendence 71-      this has been one of the most dramatic
Worlds Series in history, & the largest attendence  & first
2,000,000 gate. 
I also drawed out load manure & raked the remaining cut
hay on side hill.     Rec’d letter from Mariam & Jeanne
Longyear written Oct 1.



OCTOBER 7   Tuesday   48-6:30am
66-11pm

Cloudless - colorful warm summerlike weather, breezy
fresh northerly pm & evng.  
Busy with chores & odd jobs am.  Ollie helped me paint
our front porch floor pm.  Steel gray - also got in jag side
hill rakings at dark.
OCTOBER 8   Wednesday  54-7am

58-11pm
Warm. Considerable cloudiness, humid. Acts like storm
brewing. Turned cooler evng with northerly wind. Ollie
helped me dig potatoes. We got out about 17 bushels.
Yield favorable but with severe infestation of  scab &
mice eaten. - Plenty tired tonight.  Wrote “news” copy
after breakfast.

OCTOBER 9  Thursday  40-7am
36-12pm

Cool - Partly cloudy, northerly winds. Clear chilly still
tonight.  Ollie & I dug 16 ½ bu potatoes. They run more
smooth today & good yield. Also brought home on hay
wagon 8 stouts corn & husked off evng.

OCTOBER 10  Friday  32-6:30am
40-12pm

Glorious colorful cloudless day. Heavy white frost this
am. Cool & dry, with light northerly wind.
Put in a busy day, besides the round of chores I drawed 7
stouts corn, mowed grass left along side hill, drawed out
manure, cleaned hen house & spread the load on grass,



got cart load sawdust.  Husked off the corn tonight.

OCTOBER 11  Saturday  40-7am
44-11pm

Continued simply magnificent weather with the
countryside in autumn splendor. Wind light.     Busy with
must jobs forenoon - I served on the Board of
Registration, as Inspector. Total Election Dist no.2 
enrollment is 611.  Hours 1-10pm.  We also had
unexpected calls from our old friends, Aunt Cornelia
Bishop boarders, Mr & Mrs “La” Hartmann, Mrs. Mary
Hartmann, Mr & Mrs Henry Gehle - Also Mr & Mrs. Ed.
Terhune and her father & mother, and the 2 smaller
children Barbara & Bryan.

OCTOBER 12  Sunday  42-7am
Another magnificent mellow warm day & cloudless
evening. Light winds - Busy as usual with chores & odd
jobs, raked the side hill grass I cut Friday, pulled it down
by wall to feed over to the cows.  Cornelia & Dick &
Norah arrived early pm coming on from Waverly on a
surprise visit.  Charley Langer & his mother also called.  
Tonight I re read the interesting historical pamphlet
Advance & Retreat at Saratoga.

OCTOBER 13  Monday  44-7am
54-12pm

Warm-summerlike-Clear-Some afternoon cloudiness.      
I went to Kingston with Dick in his car, with
Registration returns to the County Board of Elections.
Dug potatoes after getting back home.



OCTOBER 14  Tuesday  44-7am
44-12pm

Another cloudless day & evng. Winds northerly.   Ollie
& I finished digging my potatoes. Had a total of about 50
bu from the patch.  Husked corn evng.    My 3 year old
red & white spotted cow which had twin calves last year
on Sept 13, gave birth early this pm to a nice spotted
heifer.

OCTOBER 15  Wednesday  44-7am
46-12pm

Continued cloudless bright summery weather, but it is
extremely dry. Leaves drying up & falling.    
Mowed the last of second cutting grass, drawed out
manure & got hay wagon load field corn.    Cornelia &
Dick & Norah left 9am for Waverly.  Went to Phoenicia
movies tonight, saw an exciting post Civil War picture
The Westerner.

OCTOBER 16  Thursday  44-7am
54-12pm

Cloudless bright summery weather continues, calm.   
Gov. Thos. Dewey ordered the Adirondacks closed at
midnight due to tinder dry conditions.  I painted Ollie’s
back porch roof am & she helped me husk off the load of
corn pm & evng.      170th Anniversary Burning of
Kingston

OCTOBER 17  Friday  54-7am
72-9pm



Clear-dry-hot-summer weather - Breezy - There were a
few scattered clouds during the day. -New moon
showing early evng over Hoopole Mtn.   I got the jag of
second cutting, also a load of corn - Husked 6 stouts
evng - It is so warm tonight I have the barn doors open
like mid summer.  The leaves on many trees are dried up
& rustling to the ground.  Adirondacks closed & hunting
season postponed by Gov.Dewey.

OCTOBER 18  Saturday  60-6:30am
64-12pm

Breezy with considerable cloudiness and intermittent
light drizzles latter pm & evng.     Did daily chores,
drawed out manure on grass, got cart load sawdust and
this pm Ollie helped husk off the load of corn. I attended
IOOF Lodge evng.
OCTOBER 19  Sunday  60-7am

66-12pm
Considerable cloudiness. Light winds but no needed rain
- Hot patches of sunshine. Fresh northerly wind tonight.   
 This pm I took a little ride up over the new Bushkill
bridge.  The old iron bridge stands closed to travel.-The
road from post office up to bridge is being re built as a
county project, sub based & graveled smooth for winter. 
Mother & I wrote to Mariam evng.   
R.L.Longyear Sr, Sister Sue of Bklyn found dead in bed. 
She had just had a 5 day visit by her daughter & husband
& 2 grown children from St. Louis.

OCTOBER 20  Monday  52-7am
66-12pm



Bright  Cloudless weather - Brisk northerly wind
diminishing pm & stronger again tonight. The critical
drought & hazardous fire condition is alarming.    I got
the last 12 stouts of field corn, which Ollie helped me
husk pm & evng. - Also drawed out manure & did usual
chores.

OCTOBER 21  Tuesday  63-7am                92-1pm
54-10:30pm

                                                         28th day of drought
Strong northerly wind druing night & continued blowing
quite brisk all day & early evng.-cooler late cloudless -
Partly overcast evng.     Moved Ollies 20 odd old hens
down in my chicken house & helped clean out hers pm.    
The tinder dry conditions with ground littered & leaves
dried to the oak trees, are the worst within my
recollection.-A stubbern woods fire burned along the
back Ashokan pm & appeared pretty well under control
tonight.  My great grandfather Henry M. Crispell died 66
yrs ago today of typhoid fever. He was nearly 80, lacking
about a month.

OCTOBER 22   Wednesday  40-7am   
    52-12pm

Continued unseasonable mild, some high overcast not
much wind. Brilliant half moon evng.        The
temperature not so high as yesterday.   Sprayed Ollie’s
chicken house am - This pm re cleaned & sprayed the
new part of ours. -A hard dusty job done. Tired out &
head plugged up & sneezy tonight.  This is my Little
Honey Girl Lillian’s birthday. She would now be 20 had



God not taken her from my life.   There was a fire in
Watson Hollow (on Peekamoose Mtn) this am but road
men put it out.  Gov Dewey orders all state lands closed
at midnight to hunting & recreation.  The Adirondack
region already is closed & hunting season is postponed.

OCTOBER 23  Thursday  4607am
44-11pm

Hot summer weather. Strong gusty shifting wind -
Considerable pm part cloudiness. Decidedly cooler evng.
Drawed out manure & got load sawdust. I sold the
Samsonville Ladies Aid 98 pounds of N. H. Red fowls
alive @ .35 lb (2 yr old hens)  Geo VanKleeck came
after them this am.   This was an extra hazardous day for
fire conditions - A woods fire back of John Bells shale
quarry was put out htis evng after a 2 hour fight.
Watchers remained all night.

OCTOBER 24  Friday  28-6:30am
28-12pm

Sharp temperature drop during night. Bright cloudless
weather & decidedly cooler & little or no wind - Frosty
tonight with brilliant glowing moon.   I drawed cart load
sawdust did chores & split up firewood slab blocks.  Fire
hazzard not so critical as yesterday - There was a chill in
the air all day.  There was a fire this evng on Beaverkill
Hill back of Brown Station, a considerable number os
assembled fire fighters quelled it.

OCTOBER 25  Saturday  28-6:30am
54-12pm



1/8” ice on barn gutter tub this am.-Much warmer with
brisk south westerly to west wind. Continued clear &
smoky today for the first - Became calm & partly
overcast tonight. 2 big forest fires  are raging out of
control near Ellenville.  The fire hazard today was
critical.  I split wood this am. During late pm Ollie
helped me saw down a big red oak back of Frances
Whispell’s.  Rec’d letter from Ellen Wilfris in Havana

OCTOBER 26  Sunday  50-7am
52-11pm

Pleasantly warm, still - considerble cloudiness. Cloudless
moonlight silent night. The fire hazard was not so
dynamic today but tonight the big Walker Valley fire
raging several days reported by WKNY as having taken a
turn for the worst, with a call for 3-4 hundred additional
volunteers - Flags at half mast today in homage of 6,200
World War 2 dead from Europe arrived by transport in
N.Y.    The N.Y.C. reservoir preserves are closed and
day & night patrols will be operated.

OCTOBER 27  Monday  46-6:30am
64-12pm

Heavy dew last night but the day developed fresh
S.Westerly winds & the fire hazard became critical. 
Continued clear smoky - Summer weather. Brilliant
moon tonight.    Wm Suepfle men with caterpillar tractor
pulled out my logs back of Francis Whispell’s, 7 oak & 3
pines & took them in one big truck load to Atwood for
sawing.   A big Hoopole Mtn huckleberry fire caused the
calling out of a large number of fire fighters.  This evng I



took a ride up to Dr. Kwills, formerally Willie Eckerts
house, had a grand stand view of the fire.

OCTOBER 28  Tuesday  62-6:30am
60-12pm

Fair this am with increasing cloudiness & atmosphere
humid. Southerly winds. Tonight it finally got to raining.
Gloriously Got given water and bringing to an end the
record breaking dry weather fire menace which has kept
everyone in jitters.  First real rain since Sept 22.  My
infected finger is pretty sore & am drawing out puss with
pine gum.  I had call to go on mtn to fight fire both
yesterday & this am but had to refuse my duty in time of
need.  Rec’d card from Cornelia, saying they now have a
1946 Buick.

OCTOBER 29  Wednesday  60-6:30am
60-12pm

Rains during night  Foggy this am partly clearing, hot
summer patches of sunshine - Set in more showers latter
pm & continued frequent downpours into the night. 
Wrote weekly “news” copy am - Split & piled more
wood & put in the day busy with chores & odd jobs.  
Went to Phoenicia evng - Interesting picture program
feature film  Treasure Island in cinecolor.  Rec’d cards
Kay & Dick.

OCTOBER 30  Thursday  50-7am
44-10pm

Rainy weather continued  Heavy thunder shower in night
around 2:45 oco  Lightning struck and burned with its



contents the former Ben Merrihew barn in Krumville -
The house also was damaged & fire started  
Continued pretty much rainy throughout the day & evng.  
  I made a trip to Kingston with car pm. Neighbors &
Olive Bridge Fire Dept saved the house  The
accompanying lightning over the Krumville area was
said to be terrific      Did chores & odd jobs drawed out
manure etc.

OCTOBER 31  Friday  40-7am    First snow on mtns.  
32-12pm

Rained  steadily thru night & pretty much today -
Cleared still early evng & frosty.  High Point & the
Wittenberg rang is white     Cold storm & a dreary day. 
Didn’t do much but chores. Bradford Kelder came this
pm & got 5bu potatoes @ $2.00 per bu Paid   He told
about the Krumville lightning fire, nearby.  The terrific
crash of the strike was like an explosion.  The Jacky
brook is running a good stream.

NOVEMBER 1  Saturday  30-6:30am
30-12pm

White frost & ice & ground a little frozen & the sky &
landscape is beautifully clear & refreshed this am.
Cloudless day, evng. Light wind southerly - Beautiful
brilliant moon & stars. Sufficient rain having fallen over
the state Gov. Dewey re-opens all lands closed to
hunting & recreation. In 3 wks 517 fires occurred which
burned over 17200 acres.           Busy with chores & odd
jobs.
NOVEMBER 2  Sunday  30-7am



33-11pm
A magnificent clear cool day & evng. Calm. Frost & ice
again this am.      I wrote letter to Ellen Wilfris in
Havana. Did daily chores. Feel tired out.

NOVEMBER 3  Monday  32-7am
46-10pm

Fair this morning with heavy atmosphere - Tree burning
smoke from the east side state road job settled low and
spread out like fog.- The sky gradually became more
hazy & all overcast during pm  Calm. I cemented leaks in
garage & north side barn roofs. Did chores drawed out
manure etc. Getting read for tomorrow’s election. The
County took my 900ft pile of bridge plank out along the
woods.

NOVEMBER 4  Tuesday  44-am
44-12pm

A day of drenching rain.   I served as Chairman of the
Dist 2 Olive Board of Election - dure to the resignation
of Mabel Weidner, - Emma Ackert being appointed to
fill her vacancy. The 2 other inspectors are Geo.Burgher
& Elmer T. Davis. 428 votes machine polled & 8
absentees & 1 War ballot, counted in Olive Dist No2.
The County elected 26 Rep.& 6 Dem.  Supervisor
Claude Bell (R) re-elected by 6 maj. over Justus North
(Dem) - closest race in Co.  The Olive Rep. ticket elected
except Supt of Highways - Francis Whispell (D) 168
maj.over Alvin Markle-& Willard Bell (D) assessor 4 yrs
16 maj over Homer Markle Jr. (R) running for re-
election.  John C. Marshall re elected Town Clerk, 67



over Robt. Crispell.
Coll. Earl Brundage re-elected over John B. Davis   John
F. Darling elected assessor 2 yrs over present appointee
filling unexpired termer Philip E. Colletti.  Lester B.
Davis & William Lortz elected assessors full term over
Fred Weeks up for re-election & Albert S. Fox Sr.  Paul
James over Fred Adsit, school director.  Geo. C. Smith re
elected sherif over Walter Keefe (D) by 8000+ maj.
Charles Hesley (67) died late pm in Benedictine Hosp.
Kingston soon after arrival there by ambulance. He had
been sick of smoke poisoning of lungs from fire fighting
in Watson Hollow on Hoopole Mtn. Mon. Oct. 29.  His
condition not considered serious by family until first of
week.

NOVEMBER 5  Wednesday  40-6:30am
A gloomy still day. Threatening & occasional sprinkles.   
 I went to Kingston with the Election Returns. Called on
Mr & Mrs Cyrus Carle and he gave me his father in law
Raul Bell’s 31cal. Colts side hammer cap & ball pistol
that he shot rattle snakes with when the came out of the
South Mtn. Ledges to the charm of his fiddle music. -
The gun is in excellent condition. Nearly 100 yrs old.  I
also visited Minnie & Lennie Every & Virgil Gordon at
Benedictine Hosp.  He has been there 6 wks for cancer of
rectum operation.  
Kingston went Republican. Oscar Newkirk defeated
Mayor Edelmuth by about 181 majority.
At 6:30 I attended Mt.Horeb Chapter No75. Ram. Dinner
social program in Albany Ave. Baptist Church
commemorating the Sesqi  Centenial of the founding of



the Grand Chapter in NY State. - about 200 present,
including the lady guests.

NOVEMBER 6  Thursday  44-7am
44-11pm

Murky gloomy still threatening weather, mild.  Drawed
out manure. Did chores & spread some lime for Ollie
Burgher pm.

NOVEMBER 7  Friday  44-7am
46-11pm

Continued thick murky weather, except for a sunshine
break thru toward noon. The whoe pm was dark &
threatening.     Mother & I attended the double full house
packed funeral at 2 pm in the Baptist Church for Charley
Hesley.  His old schoolmate Rev. David Weidner
officiated. Bearer Claude Bell - Lester S. Davis, Philip
Coletti & Raymond Bell. Interment Tongore Cemetery.
Lasher the Undertaker. The largest & most profuse &
colorful floral tributes ever saw were banked 2-3 deep
across the front of church & angled out on each side.   
Fred L. Weidner suffered stroke this am & taken by
ambulance to Hacketts San. in Kingston pm as funeral
cortege was starting.
NOVEMBER 8  Saturday  44-7am

38-12pm
Beginning in night a drenching rain fell till mid pm -
Becoming colder & windy-clearing early evng.   
There was a heavy run off of water & the streams got
well filled for winter & the earth soaked well. Heaviest
fall of rain in many months.  Kingston streets were



deeply flooded. I piled up pine & oak boards over
garage. This being brought to me last Wed by the town
truck, from Suepfles mill. Supt. Grant Avery took the
bridge plank & some oak boards.

NOVEMBER 9  Sunday  36-7am
36-12pm

Raw - northerly wind. Mostly cloudy - Somewhat snow
squally pm & evng.    Did usual chores & went over to
see Henry Winchell pm.  Found his condition about as
usual & we had a good past election chat.

NOVEMBER 10  Monday  32-7am
24-12pm

Mostly cloudy this morning clearing beautifully,
northerly wind - Still frosty tonight.   Split wood am -
Drawed out big load manure pm & got some leaves for
hog bedding. - Went down to John Marshall’s in Olive
Bridge at dark & bought 20 New Hampshire red laying
pullets @ 2.50 each - Paid.   
Rec’d from C&O RR Co a stock div of 4/40 share NY
Chicago & St. Louis RR Co.     
Sent air mail letter to Mariam.

NOVMEBER 11  Tuesday  24-6:30am
40-11pm

Heavy white frost & 1/4” ice on barn tubs this am - Chill
overcast with rain storm settling in during pm.
Somewhat windy.    Did chores, wrote news copy & split
wood am. Made a write up about Charley Hesley Drawed
out manure & got load leaves pm drove home by the



rain.  This evng cattle buyer Max Geidman bought
Scarlet, with calf born yesterday - $200 & Jane, my
rugged dependable 10 yr old red cow due Nov.27, for
$150 - Paid  by check.

NOVEMBER 12  Wednesday  38-7am
32-12pm

Rained most of night. Cleared away beautifully this
morning with high northerly wind all day - Raw cold
day. Calmed evng. Brilliant star light.    Allan Rose came
after Jane & Scarlet cows am. I did daily chores & got
barn floor mow ready for leaves.  Lauren Boice helped
me move my bob tailed pig down from Ollie’s that I took
there last spring. Rec’d 20 AT&T Rights to subscribe to
debenture bons of the AT&T Co. - 6 rights & 100 buys a
conversable 2 3/4% 10 yr bond.        Wrote to Lute Bell.

NOVEMBER 13  Thursday  28-7am
34-11pm

Quite windy - Bright sunny - some clouds.    This am I
spread lime on the woods corner grass. - PM Got load
leaves along back road.  Paul James, apparantly had a
severe stroke after eating a hearty breakfast & fell off his
chair dead about 8 oco. This am.-at Aunt Julia Winchells
store in Shokan where he mode his home.  She was alone
with him at the time.  He had a bad heart attack last
spring & has been a heavy care to Dear Aunt Julia.        
Wrote to Mariam tonight.

NOVEMBER 14  Friday  30-7am
26-11pm



Beautifully clear  Brisk northerly wind crispy.    I got
load leaves along back road - drawed out manure on
grass behind barn.  After chores I went over to Shokan &
had sympathetic visit with Aunt Julia Clyde & Margaret.

NOVEMBER 15  Saturday  24-7am Deer season opens 
30-12pm

Raw cold atmosphere. Mostly overcast, some feeble
sunshine. Still  Dark cold cloudy evng.   Lauren Boice &
I went to Phoenicia and attended Paul Case James
funeral at the H Lee Breithaupt residence 10 ocolock.
Rev. Coons pastor Shokan Reformed Church officiated.
Cousin Clyd Winchell & Margaret were the immediate
family representatives, including myself.  Interment by
his father & mother in Tongore Cemetery, where after
the commital members of American Legion Olive
Memorial Post in charge of  adjustant. Eugene Nicholas
gave military honors, the flag which draped the coffin
was presented to Clyde Winchell. Bears were James
Shurter, -------Jackson, Fred Adsit & myself ECDavis. 
This pm I pulled the cabbage in garden & put in barn.

NOVEMBER 16  Sunday  31-7am
Sombre, sour, raw wind pm & evng. Mostly cloudy with
occasional breaks of sunshine. Rain squally early evng.  
Mother & I spent a quiet rather lonesome day.    Did
chores etc.

NOVMEBER 17  Monday  30-7am
34-10pm

Drab raw blustery November - partly to mostly cloudy.



Fresh overnight dusting of snow on the mtns.
Ollie helped me pull & top a 35bu wagon load of turnips.
I also drawed out manure this morning.

NOVEMBER 18  Tuesday  30-6:30am
29-10pm

Windy, bright sunny day. Freezing nights. Cloudless,
crispy evng. Cold northerly wind.  Ollie helped me pull
& top a 26 bu load of turnips, & put down celler.

NOVEMBER 19  Wednesday  24-6:30am
22-12pm

Clear cold - Light wind northerly - Cloudless, crispy
evng  Growing crescent moon.   We pulled the last load
of turnips am. This pm  went to Kingston with Pete
Crawford. We attended excellent turkey dinner 6:30 oco.
At the Clinton Ave. M.E. Church, under auspices of Mt.
Horeb Chapter No75 R.A.M.; preceeding District
Convention at Masonic Temple. At 8 oco a large
delegation attended Masonic funeral rites at Connors
Parlors for Bro. Matthew K. VanTassel under auspices
Kingston Lodge No10.  For past 13 yrs. Mr. VanTassel
had been President of the Ulster Co. Grand Jurors Assn.

NOVEMBER 20  Thursday  20-6:30am
27-10pm

Coldest night of season. Froze ice in hen house. The day
was mostly overcast, cold & raw wind light.
Topped the remaining turnips pulled yesterday & put in
Ollie’s celler. About 12 bu on load. Total crop 75
bushels.  Millions of people heard the 2 hour



international radio broadcast from 6-8am of the marriage
ceremonies of Princess Elizabeth and Lient. Philip
Montbatten, which took place in Westminister Abby,
London, England.  Mother & I heard the latter part.

NOVEMBER 21  Friday  27-6:30am
24-12pm

Cloudless bright crispy weather. Rather windy am  Calm
pm - Hazing over late evng.      I had to take time out &
repair harness am - This afternoon I spread lime on grass
behind barn.

NOVEMBER 22  Saturday  24-7am
44-10pm

Cold raw dismal weather - Overcast warmed up some
grudingly pm & was blustery & somewhat rainy evng.    I
finished spreading lime over the whole field behind barn,
& drawed out manure, & got wagon load firewood
boards & timbers from Suepfles saw mill site.

NOVEMBER 23  Sunday  44-7am
33-12pm

Rainy night - Partly cloudy & pleasantly mild today. Not
a stir of breeze this forenoon, a little windy pm - Crispy
tonight.    Did chores & took a walk over in woods along
Jacky brook during forenoon. I put up a partridge,
otherwise besides the rumbling brook, there was no sign
of life & the dripping twigs were dead still in the
sunlight. Packed Evergreen bundles for Thanksgiving to
send Mrs. Knorpp & the Longyears in Bklyn.



NOVEMBER 24  Monday  33-7am Seasons first
snowstorm 40-11pm
Cloudy, raw & still, set in snowing & sleeting around 10
ocolock - Continued stormy all day, big wet snow flakes
turning to rain latter pm. Partly clearing evng. &
somewhat blustery, snow melting & dripping off house
roof.  I took Ollie to Mr. Johannsens this am to help with
the dressing of Thanksgiving turkeys. Called on Lottie
Hesley & delivered 2 chickens (old hens) to Mr & Mrs
Geo. Terwilliger later killed & dressed _______ for Mr
& Mrs Marshall Roosa.  Busy with chores & odd jobs. 
10pm we had phone cll from Bob & Mariam in Mexico
City - from bedside in hospital where Mariam gave birth
to their 3rd child 8am a 7lb boy - Everything fine. Robert
Livingston Longyear, 3rd.

NOVEMBER 25  Tuesday  36-7am
30-12pm

The snow & slush is gone this morning. Snow squally
along all day became somewhat windy, quieting.
Thawing but damp & raw. Some sunshine around noon. 
I spent the morning writing cards etc.  Had call from
Supt. Highways Grant Avery.  Made out bill for 1765ft
oak bridge plank @ $80 per M      I spread 2 ton lime pm
on field by garden.  Wrote news copy evng & also letter
to Mariam & Bob, also sending congratulatory baby
card.

NOVEMBER 26  Wednesday  29-7am
25-12pm



Considerable cloudiness. Somewhat windy. Evening
snow squall whitened the ground - Clearing beautifully
bright moonlight late & colder.    Did chores & odd jobs
am.  Ollie helped me get a big load leaves pm    Mrs.
Longyear phoned evng having recd my card in regard to
the new baby about which no word had come from
Mexico and strangely.

NOVEMBER 27  Thursday  14-7am
30-12pm

Coldest of season. The day was pleasant cold & mostly
sunny. Winds light southerly. Mountains snow covered
from High Point around to North.    I spent the day
spreading lime below the house & along side hill grass. I
have the 12 ton all spread but 10 bags.  Lauren Boice had
supper with us. Mother prepared an excellent
Thanksgiving meal, canned roasted down chicken with
dressing, mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie, chopped
cabbage, fruit cake, tea - etc.

NOVEMBER 28  Friday  32-6:30am
24-12pm

Sunny am Developed windy sour raw windy, mountain
snow squally pm - Cleared beautifully with early rising
brilliant full moon & colder.      I started plowing for
sweet corn & potato ground over by old Hinkley house. 
Molly got so wild I was nearly jerked apart. - Brought
home big cart load leaves.      Attended  Song of Love 
picture tonight at Phoenicia - keenly interesting March of
Time films - about Holland & her possessions.



NOVEMBER 29  Saturday  20-7am
Snowed most of the day about 2” - Cold raw. Cleared
early beautifully moonlight evng.
George Forrest, a boarder at Jim Burghers from
Elizabeth N.J., bought my biggest hog alive 350lbs
@.25lb, plus allowance for 2 bags of feed (10.75)  Paid
for this evng total $98.25     Ollie helped me make a
batch of sauerkraut this afternoon.

NOVEMBER 30  Sunday  10-am
14-10pm

Sunny & cold - roads slippery - Still cloudless bright
moonlight night.  
I went over and had pleasant visit & chicken dinner with
Henry & Grace Winchell. He feels very badly & at the
end of the road due to necessity of closing their home &
going to Kingston for winter, due to seeing Dr. twice a
week.

DECEMBER 1  Monday  8-7am Coldest
night 24-11pm
Clear  Still cold - Clear  calm moonlight evng.      Ollie
helped get started cleaning up oak tree tops in back
woods.  Conditions ideal for the work, just a little snow
underfoot.

DECEMBER 2   Tuesday  20-7am
35-11pm

Clear early but became overcast calm - Cloudy &



threatening all day, with an occasional thinning of the
clouds. Milder - overcast evng.  I helped Morton Roe
butcher a 210lb dressed hog am. This pm Ollie helped
me drawed out the stable manure, accumulated since Fri. 
Also drawed a wagon load of oak top wood. Plenty tired
tonight.    Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell closed their house
& went to Kingston at Stuyvesant Hotel apt for the
winter.   Sent order Sears Roebuck.

DECEMBER 3  Wednesday  36-7am
54-9pm

Real warm for a change and fair still this morning but
brisk southerly winds developed.       We worked in
woods back of Francis Whispell’s cleaning up oak tops. 
Warmest day in over a month.

DECEMBER 4  Thursday  34-7am
22-12pm

Windy night & colder. Fresh northerly wind with a keen
edge off the reservoir.  Generally clear, sunny. Dark
cloudy calm evng.      I went down to garage for spark
plug & gas this am. Also bucked up some of oak
branches for night wood - This pm I spread load manure
& plowed several bouts over by old house, till I got froze
out.  Recd air letter from Mariam written in hosp. Nov
28.  Baby doing fine. Also letter Ed Terhune which I
answered tonight.

DECEMBER 5  Friday  18-7am
24-11pm

A storm cold day snowing & sleeting.   Couldn’t



accomplish much, did chores, split some wood etc.
Wrote to Mariam tonight. Mrs. Knorph phoned us this
evng.   Wrote air mail letter tonight to Mariam. Recd
letter Mrs Longyear with 4.25 egg check.      Charley
Richter died at his home this am after a long illness of
cancer.  Throughout the long seige, including operations
& various hospital incarnations, Mrs. Richter has
maintained a faithful devotion to him.  He has been in
bed at home since last July.  He was a pensioned Bklyn
street car motorman.

DECEMBER 6  Saturday
31-12pm

Generally fair & sunny - Winds moderate  overcast
tonight.     Yesterdays 2 inches of snow, sleet provides a
nice little slip of early sleighing, which I took advantage
of to draw two dray loads of firewood.  Tonight I
attended IOOF Lodge. Initiatory Degree conferred on
Charles L. Smith of Atwood.  Hot hamburgers, cake &
coffee served after meeting.

DECEMBER 7  Sunday  34-7am
32-11pm

Unsettled, partly cloudy, thawing, becoming gloomy
overcast pm - Stormy tonight snowed changing to rain.     
 Busy with usual chores.    This pm 2:30 Mother & I
attended funeral service for our good neighbor Charles
Richter, at the house.  Rev. Walter White officiated -
Undertaker V.N.Lasher of Woodstock, remains will be
taken for burial tomorrow.



DECEMBER 8  Monday  36-7am
34-10am

Mild - Mostly cloudy - Blustery pm      The snow is gone
except in woods.    I dehorned my yearling red bull
Buster & bred red & white spotted heifer Beauty this am
along with doing usual chores. Spread over weekend
stable manure also finished plowing sod strip for potato
patch over by old house.  Then brought home wagon
load wood.

DECEMBER 9  Tuesday  28-7am
26-10pm

Colder, partly cloudy & squally - Strong gusty northerly
winds, diminishing with sunset.   Reservoir rolling high 
Drawed off wagon load stone from plowed ground am
after late doing chores. This pm Ollie helped clear up
oak top & brought load wood home.

DECEMBER 10  Wednesday  14-7am
24-12pm

Clear calm, this morning gradually becoming overcast.
Set in snowing at evng.   Repaired bob sled with broken
front cross knee am.  Gathered pine cones & Christmas
greens, including nice cedar tree for Mrs. Longyear.   
We cleaned up another oak top pm & brought load wood
home pm  Wrote “news” copy evng  Recd letter Kay &
Dick

DECEMBER 11  Thursday  14-7am
18-12pm

We have an inch snowfall. The day was fair & sunny &



wind light. Thawing & slippery. Clear cold still tonight,
became overcast late. I packed large bdle of Christmas
greens including cedar tree for Mr & Mrs Longyear also
box for Cornelia & took to P.O. this am. - Stocked up on
15 gal extra gasoline due to reported scarcity.  Regular
gas is 25 ½ cents & Ethyl 27 ½ cents.  This pm I took
over dray load manure & spread on potato ground &
brought home load oak top logs.  Recd letter from Mrs.
Longyear with a forwarded letter from Mariam. Wrote
Mrs. Longyear tonite.

DECEMBER 12  Friday  14-7am
24-11pm

Moderately cold. Mostly sunny am & mostly cloudy pm.
- Wind quiet  Became all overcast evng. & drawed a
heavy oak top log over on bob sleigh, then went after the
saw bench stored at old house with dray. Had call from
Ed Avery who brought me a nice piece of Cuba NY
venison. I didn’t bother with dinner & during latter pm
got a nice clean wagon load leaves, along back road
ledges.  Christmas card have started coming.

DECEMBER 13  Saturday  20-7am
16-11pm

Partly cloudy - Wind gentle - Crispy seasonable weather.
All cleared latter pm. Cloudless cold still evng.  I got a
walloping big load of leaves along the back road.

DECEMBER 14  Sunday  5-7am   Coldest of season
20-12pm

Skim ice in reservoir  Clear - cold - Calm    I packed



Christmas greens for the Terhune Family,  Cornwell
Longyear & Ellen Wilfris, Havana.

DECEMBER 15   Monday  14-7am
32-12pm

Clear still, gradually becoming overcast & milder -
Rainy night a cold storm   Put in busy day, put off
Sat.load leaves under north shed. Got the old Ford rig out
& set up & started sawing wood this afternoon. Its still
doing pretty good work.

DECEMBER 16  Tuesday  50-6:30am
32-10pm

Rained most of night but dawned clearing mild & windy. 
Became mostly cloudy & snow squally pm  Blustery &
sour evng.      Drawed over load manure on potato
ground. Lauren Boice & Ollie helped me saw up the pile
of wood pm  Now room to draw more.

DECEMBER 17  Wednesday  26-7am
28-12pm

Cold - considerable cloudiness - strong gusty raw
southerly winds evng.   Busy with usual chores. This pm
Ollie helped me clear up the last oak top & drawed wood
home.  Wrote news copy evng.

DECEMBER 18  Thursday  36-7am
20-12pm

Blustery snow squally this morning gradually clearing
beautifully, turning much colder - Raw northerly wind,



quieting.      I made a shopping trip to Kingston. Prices
are terrific. I sold 30 dz eggs @ .68 dz 
4lb 3oz butter @.85lb

DECEMBER 19  Friday  10-6:30am
14-11:30pm

Clear cold somewhat windy pm  Brilliant moonlight cold
tonight.    With help of Jim Burgher, Mort Roe, Lauren
Boice & Ollie we did a big three hog butchering.   Busy
all evng writing Christmas cards.

DECEMBER 20  Saturday  5-7am
14-12pm

Clear - cold - calm, sunny. Became overcast late at night. 
Did chores, drawed out manure & this pm Ollie helped
me buzz up the waiting load of firewood.  Went to
Phoenicia to movies tonight.

DECEMBER 21  Sunday  30-8am
30-11:30pm

Cloudy - mild - Somewhat windy pm & evng  Getting
colder  blustery. Busy with usual chores writing
Christmas cards etc.

DECEMBER 22  Monday  24-7am
21-11pm

Clear pleasant. Wind light - Becoming overcast late pm    
  I finished the lime spreading job on our garden also at
Ollie’s. Stored spreader under old barn - Also spread
load manure on potato ground & brought home big
wagon load of wood. We wrote air mail letter to Mariam.



DECEMBER 23  Tuesday  24-7am
26-12pm

An all day snowstorm fell to a depth of 7 inches.   Town
and county snow plows were busy pm & evng opening
the roads.   Allan rose took my 10 wks old spotted
nursing heifer calf to the Pine Bush auction - It weighed
180 & sold for .29 per lb alive.  $52.20 less hauling
$1.55 comm,etc..61 - net $50.04     I was busy with
chores & odd jobs.

DECEMBER 24  Wednesday  12-7am
8-11pm

Cloudless bright sunshine - morning wind quieted pm A
typical early winter day, crispy still moonlight night.   
The newly fallen snow provides a truly magnificent
White Christmas  I was busy all day. Swan Brewster
helped me saw up the wagon load of wood I drawed
Monday. This pm took over load manure on potato
ground. Continued to receive Christmas cards & sent
more out, including news copy.  Mr & Mrs Longyear
phoned us this evng from Brooklyn.  Police Chief Ernest
Boss of Kingston died early this pm as result of an
automobile crash accident Nov 14.

DECEMBER 25  Thursday  Zero-7am
10-12pm

Reservoir frozen over. Cloudless still, a perfect white
biting cold Christmas perfectly calm - Every tree &
shrub encrusted with coating of glistening ice. 
Noticeably missing in recollection were the jingling



sleigh bells of yesteryear. - Becoming overcast late
tonight.     I worked cutting up & starting sugar cure for
the hams & shoulders & bacon. Nearly 150lbs.  During
pm I took over manure on dray & brought home a load of
firewood.  We, Mother & I, were alone all day.  Didn’t
bother for dinner but Mother prepared & we enjoyed
together an elegant baked spare ribs dressing & mashed
potatoes supper.

DECEMBER 26  Friday  14-7am
24-10pm

Arrived snowing & continued on all day till early evng
snow storm - The fall here was around 10 inches.  All
time since the days of the Indians snow fall records in
New York City broken - 22 ½” at 6pm would be at least
30” in colder weather.  All kinds of traffic paralized.    
The snowfall of the blizzard of 1888, was 20 1/2”
DECEMBER 27  Saturday  27-7am

22-11pm
Broke away this morning not particularly windy. Bright
sunshine - Partly clouded over pm - overcast still evng.    
This locality had light snowfall compared with upstate &
down state and thru New England.  The snow belt
extended as far south as Washington D.C. Yesterday
Mexico City reported record cold of 30 degrees with hail
& snow.  The official New York City snowfall 25.8” in
15 hrs.  The New York City fall compared about equal
with the snowfall here of mid Dec 1915.   Ollie helped
me saw up the dray load of firewood pm & I took part of
the wood up & piled on the  back porch. Was bothered
by the slippery road.  Harry Ludde 74 yr old Brodhead



poultry man & goat raiser died at his home of
pneumonia.

DECEMBER 28  Sunday28-7am
20-11pm

A pretty rough blustery squally day & colder & rougher
tonight. Snow blowing & drifting  Cloudless right
moonlight. Busy with usual chores & got the hams &
bacon in the brine cure - Lena & Swan Brewster & his
visiting brother from Conn. Called evng.  An army of
17000 workmen are desperately removing estimated
99,000,000 million tons of snow from New York
blocked streets.

DECEMBER 29  Monday  12-7am
10-11pm

Clear cold windy  snow blowing fierce at times.
Cloudless still brilliant moonlight evng except
occasional gusts.  Capt. Raymond VanBuren named
acting Chief of Police of Kingston - Lt.Bill Roedell
succeeding him as Capt.  Finished writing air mail letter
to Mariam this morning & mother added her part. New
York City struggling desperately to get from under its
greatest snow fall.

DECEMBER 30  Tuesday  10-7am
22-11pm

Clear am  Still & cold, becoming partly overcast pm &
cloudy evng. Snow is the forecast.     Did chores, drawed
out manure on garden. Sawed up sleighload of firewood
& took some u to Ollies.     16yrs ago this am my



beloved Little Honey, 4 year old Lillian Ellen Davis was
sick - We thought it an upset stomach, caused by too
much Christmas.

DECEMBER 31  Wednesday  14-7am
20-12pm

Overcast still sun broke thru briefly pm  Cold raw
atmosphere. Overcast evng.  Wrote “news” copy this am 
This pm tok some firewood up to Ollie & got a dray load
of firewood - Road is partly bare from plowing &
slippery on tarred surfaces.   Funeral service for Henry
Ludde held 1:30pm at Lasher’s in Woodstock. Interment
Tongore Cemetery.

ELWYN C. DAVIS DIARY 1948

JANUARY 1 Thursday  20/7am
23/11pm

Cold overcast, snowy pm & evng. - Still      I sawed up
with the set up Model T saw rig, dray load wood hauled
yesterday & got a good pile on kitchen porch. Drawed
another load pm the last of the cut & piled oak top wood,
back of Francis Whispell's   Tonight mother & I made
15lbs sausage.  Raymond Kelder reports a 7lb daughter
born to wife early today at Kingston Hospital.

JANUARY 2  Friday  24/6:30am
28/11pm

Snowstorm continued this forenoon & intermittently during
pm & early evng. The temperature during the mid day got



in the low thirties.  This storm is widespread & this locality
not so severely affected as yet.  Ollie came down & she &
Mother canned 8qts & 1pt of pork meat & spare ribs.  We
also buzzed up dray load wood & took some up for her.  16
yrs ago tonight at 11:28 my Little Honey Girl Lillian Ellen
Davis died following a ruptured appendix operation in
Kingston Hospital. The weather is strikingly symbolic of
that fateful time of heavy clinging snow.

JANUARY 3  Saturday  16/7am
10/12pm

Still & cloudless. Bright sunshine. Crispy, but thawing in
sun midday. Snappy tonight.    Did chores  - shoveled out
in front of garage. Went down to Deitzer's garage & had
him mount Montgomery Ward snow tread tires on right
rear wheel. The mate tire I put in service on left rear last
August.  Rec'd letters Mrs Knorph & Mrs Longyear.  Wrote
card air mail to Bob Longyear. Went up to Phoenicia
movies tonight. The feature Green Dolphin St.   
The big town truck re plowed our driveway.

JANUARY 4  Sunday  14/7am
26/11pm

Cloudy, snowed along drizzily all day becoming heavier
pm & stopped early evng.  About 2" fell.      Started
figuring up data for my 1946 Income Tax report.

The following is from a clipping found in diary for this
date:
WEST SHOKAN  Another death has occurred in this
community - that of Harry Ludde, 74, well known



Brodhead poultryman and goat raiser.  Although not in
good health for some time his passing about 10 o'clock
Saturday evening, Dec. 24 at his home, following a brief
illness of pneumonia was an unexpected shock to friends
and neighbors.  Mr and Mrs Ludde were alone at the time
of his death and reportedly he had refused to call a doctor.
Mr and Mrs Ludde have been permanent residents since
1930, but had owned the farm and were art time occupants
for a decade previous.  Mr Ludde was an expert carpenter
and for a time worked at his trade as opportunity afforded.
He is survived by his wife, the former Edith Robbins.
Funeral services were held on Wednesday from the Lasher
Funeral Home in Woodstock with interment in Tongore
cemetery.

JANUARY 5  Monday  20/7am
28/11pm

Overcast, moderately mild. The heavy snow blanket settled
somewhat and the accumulated snow since Dec.23,
avalanched off the south side of our barn roof.    Spread
dray load manure on sweet corn patch by old house & cut
load dry firewood, partly chestnut poles, which I brought
home - Sleighing good but thin on plowed road.
16th anniversary of the funeral and burial of our beloved
adorable Little Honey Girl - Lillian Ellen Davis - Her
sacred memory is evergreen.   My old schoolmate, Clayton
Burgher is recovering from pneumonia.

JANUARY 6  Tuesday   26/7am
24/11pm

Snowed along lightly all day & evng, more like fine



freezing mist early. New snow 2 1/2"      Ollie helped me
saw up dray load wood & re stocked the kitchen porch &
took a load up to her house.  West bound bus accident near
Fleischmanns this morning, 7 hurt including Jaqualine
Loomis of Phoenicia (15)  Worked on my tax report evng.
The accident was caused by a tractor trailer skidding on
slippery narrow road & striking bus.

JANUARY 7  Wednesday  20/7am
26/11pm

Fair & calm this morning, becoming colder & blustery pm
& evng.     Ollie & I butchered a small yearling pig for her,
dressed 80 lbs.  I had quite a task shoveling out snow &
getting the big potash kettle boiling.  Worked on tax report
again evng.

JANUARY 8  Thursday  16/7am
26/10:30pm

Partly to mostly cloudy. Dark overcast evng.  Weather
calm. Moderate temperature.    Drawed manure, cut up
Ollie's meat & cut dray load pole wood along back road.
Excellent sleighing.  Rec'd letter from Kay & Dick, said
Norah sick since Xmas with croup & she had taken time
off & went to Waverly & took care of her.  Dick who
dickers in cars as a side line now has new fully equipped
Chevy costing $2023.

JANUARY 9  Friday  30/7am
26/11pm

Snowed or hailed in night & turned to freezing rain this
morning, & moderating.  Became blustery, snow squally &



colder pm. Altho the temperature kept not above the mid
thirties the snow blanket settled very noticeably.  Roads a
glare of slush & ice.   I ground Ollie's sausage 11 lbs - &
we sawed up the sleigh load of wood pm, restocked the
kitchen porch & took load up to her house.  I sent 30 dz
case eggs to Kingston with Claude Bell to County Auditor
Jay Heaton. Price billed at .65 dozen.  Sent order Sears
Roebuck.

JANUARY 10  Saturday 22/7am
16/11pm

A bitter cold windy day - fair - wind blowing a gale
tonight, with the temperature rising from 6 early evng.
Did chores as necessary. Had Swan Brewster fix car tail
lamp. Made trip down to Deitzer's garage fro tail light
bulbs & went after mail.  Wrote to Ray Herrington & sent
American Agriculturist a dollar for 2 yrs complimentary
subscription for him.

JANUARY 11  Sunday  20/7am
9/10:30pm

Cloudless bright sunny day, with biting northerly wind
which calmed latter pm.  Cold, still evng.     Did necessary
chores, feel achy & grippy. Packed 3 lbs butter evng to
send Blanche Besrodny.  Ray Kelder is renting 2 rooms at
Anthony Massimo's for occupancy by himself & family.

JANUARY 12  Monday
30/11pm

The rising sun shone under an overcast, and a driving
young blizzard from the south snowed & blowed most of



the day., quieted during pm. The new snow drifted
considerably. Probably 2" or more fell. Dark evng.       I
have a miserable runny head cold.  Ret'd Healmaster
electric iron to Sears Roebuck for repairs.  Rec'd letters
from Ellen Wilfries in Havana & Mr & Mrs Ed Terhune.
The box of Christmas greens I sent them were highly
pleasing. Also rec'd card Mrs. Korph.  Mrs Geo. H.
Hannibal the former Louise Crispell died at their home, S
Snyder Ave in Kingston after a long illness. 

The folowing is a clipping found in diary for this date:   
MRS. GEORGE H. HANNIBAL
Mrs. Louise Frances Hannibal wife of George H. Hannibal
of 5 Synder avenue, died at her home this morning
following a long illness. She was a member of the Franklin
Street A.M.E. Zion church and the Missionary Society
connected with the church. Besides her husband she is
survived by four sisters, Mrs. Pauline Brooks of Jamaica,
LI, and the Misses Mary Crispell of Ardsley-on-Hudson,
Henrietta Crispell of Great Neck, LI, and Eldora Crispell of
Kingston and two brothers, Oscar and Raymond Crispell of
Kingston; an aunt and several nieces and nephews. The
funeral will be held from the W.N. Conner Funeral Home,
296 Fair street on Thursday at 11am. Interment in Tongore
Cemetery.

JANUARY 13  Tuesday  28/7am
26/11pm

Murky, snowing & mussy pretty much all day. Still - Dark
murky evng.      Spread over weekend dray load of manure
on sweet corn ground, and this pm after a slow start getting



water hot, with Ray Kelder's help butchered another of
Ollie's small yearling pigs - dressed              Rec'd 3 page
letter from Mariam.  We _______
Sent Home - seekers s of ass 500.00 for income share
deposit.

JANUARY 14  Wednesday  14/7am
6/12pm
A beautiful crispy sunny winters day. Wind light.
Everywhere nature is refreshed with yesterday's light snow.
Excellent sleighing.  I took Ollie's dressed pig up to her &
cut up half of it.

JANUARY 15  Thursday  10 below/7am 2/7pm
  10+/11:30pm
Coldest to date.    Beautiful clear cracking cold still winter
day, became overcast evng & temp letting up.     Did
chores, drawed dray load manure & got slab wood from
pile split on Ollie's porch, 2 loads.  Funeral services at
Connors Parlors Kingston for Mrs. Louise Crispell
Hannibal 11am temporary internment Tongore Cemetery
vault.

JANUARY 16  Friday  12/7am
23/11pm

Snowy and blustery am - faired away pm overcast evng.  
 I got smoke going under 2 shoulders and several strips of
bacon, over 20 lbs.  I got 3 dandy 10 wks old pigs of Ollie
& put them in corner of hen house.  They weighted about
20 pounds a piece. I feel pretty tired & achy & Mother is
getting a cold.



JANUARY 17  Saturday  20/7am
23/11pm

A fresh up snow fell during the night 2" or more, and
snowed along intermittently during the day & snowing
along all evng.     Did chores, drawed over manure, & kept
smoke going.   Snow plows going today.

JANUARY 18  Sunday  16/7am
4/11:30pm

Cleared away this morning with considerable bluster &
snow blowing. A magnificent bright sunny winter day.
Cloudless still & colder tonight moon almost half full.  
Did usual daily chores. Had no callers. Wrote to Mariam
tonight.

JANUARY 19  Monday  16 below zero/7am
4+/11pm

Beautifully clear & crackling cold, wind light, became
overcast pm & all cleared evng.  Half moon tonight.
Coldest since mid Jan 1943. Hurley Ulster County's coldest
spot, 35 below zero reported by WKNY. 
 Did chores & stacked up the porch with more wood.

JANUARY 20  Tuesday  4+/7am
24

Bright clear quiet milder but cold crispy air. Becoming
unsettled & mostly overcast evng. Mountains roaring High
Point way.    I spread dray load manure on sweet corn
ground - During pm helped Ollie cut down & make
firewood of an old dilapidated apple tree in upper right



corner of the old orchard.  I also let Mr & Mrs Ludwig
Scheick take the horses & dray for a sleigh ride from
Ollie's to Mr. Scheick atop Bushkill Hill & back.  I sold
mr. Scheick a freshly smoked 81/2 lb shoulder @.70 lb - 2
lb butter @ .90 lb & dozen eggs @ .65 - cash sale.   Earl
Brundage collected taxes at Colange Store.  Home Farm
Val 1600                       General Tax 2133
Old Hinckley farm - Val 300 

              Highway      1385
 Total - $6.61

      3538

JANUARY 21  Wednesday  24/7am
30/12pm
Arrived snowing and continued intermittently till early pm
- in course of which changed into a fine mist. About 3"
snow fell.  Moon shone thru evng & finally all clearing.
The snow was wet & settled.   I started smoking a new lot
of 2 shoulders & 1 ham.  Did chores, too snowy for outside
work.

JANUARY 22  Thursday  30/7am
14/11pm

Another snow storm over 2" of fluffy white. Sun broke thru
around noon and the afternoon was of broken clouds.
Clearing & colder evng.     Took over dray load manure on
sweet corn ground - This pm I helped Ollie cut down an
old sour harvest apple tree by driveway, in front of house.
A century old landmark.

JANUARY 23  Friday  10/7am



Gray overcast this morning but cleared away.  Bright
sunshine much colder & blustery pm.  Calm part overcast
evng.   Kept smoke going.  Did chores & odd jobs. 
Harlowe McLean went to Benedictine Hosp for operation.

JANUARY 24  Saturday 10 below zero     zero at noon
10+/12pm

Coldest rawest day of winter. Overcast am set in snowing
7 ocolock & continued steadily on into the night. Storm is
widespread along Eastern seaboard.          Did chores, kept
smoke going - Took dray load manure over & spread  pm
in the storm.

JANUARY 25  Sunday  7/7am
zero/11pm

Snowed all night & was continuing lazily with fluffy flakes
this morning. The new fall is over 9"  Cleared away bright
still sunny day. Big early rising brilliant moon - with
weather zero & still evng.        Snow plows are having their
troubles with the new snow & sides of roads banked high.
Did usual chores. Got more green wood on kitchen porch.
Managed to get my car out this pm.  Our dear loyal friend
Mrs. Celia Roosa died 3am in Benedictine Hosp  Kingston.
   I wrote John Warren evng.

JANUARY 26  Monday  2 below/7am
8/12pm

A pleasant sunny typical winters day hazy full moon
tonight. More storm brewing.    Grand sleighing on the
hard surfaced plowed roads - Evergreens heavily snow



laden & adorned with glistening icicles in the sunshine.
Did usual chores & I pulled Swan Brewster's non starting
Plymouth car down out of thier snowy driveway on
boulevard with horses & dray.  He then towed it with my
Chevy & got it running.  Spread load manure on sweet corn
ground. Rec'd books to read from Ray Herrington. Early
Times on The Susquehanna  & The Lakes Country

JANUARY 27  Tuesday  16/7am
10/10pm

The weather was partly overcast, and seasonably cold, not
so biting as during the past week.  Wind was generally
light but got quite blustery tonight.    Did customary
morning chores & this pm I helped Ollie work up an old
apple tree into a dray load of firewood, cut down last
Thursday.

JANUARY 28  Wednesday  6+/7am
2+/12pm
A bright sunny crispy winters day - Blustery last night.
Somewhat windy today. Still moonlight evng.     Ollie
Burgher & I attended the funeral Mrs. Celia Palen Roosa
2pm at Lasher's Parlors in Woodstock. Sermon by Rev.
Walter White, pastor of West Shokan Baptist Church. Dear
Celia would have been 84 - March 17th.  Her Mother "Old
Judy" - Katherine Ann P. Gulnac who died in _______ was
95.

JANUARY 29  Thursday  -4/7am
17/11pm

Some cloudiness, but mostly bright sunshine - Was quite



blustery pm & evng.     Completed weekly Sunday news
copy am.  Did usual chores of the day. Drawed out dray
load manure & helped Ollie get some firewood pm.  I am
writing with a Montgomery Ward ball point pen rec'd
today.  It cost 98 cents.

JANUARY 30  Friday  7 below/7am -
8/11am
Clear but a biting cold day northerly wind - Still & zerowy
tonight.  The snappiest penetrating weather of the winter.
Helped Ollie cut down & make firewood of another old
apple tree pm.  The mail didn't get over the hill due to last
nights drifting, so I made a trip with car down to Post
Office.

JANUARY 31 Saturday  22 below/7am  Coldest in years
16/12pm

Cloudless day & evng & still. Warmed up some in mid
day, but became bitter cold when the sun went down.    
Did chores & drawed out manure.  Went down to P O after
mail late pm as the drifted Brodhead flats along the old
Jordan farm kept the mail from getting over the hill for
second day.  Tonight I called on Pete Crawford & attended
Installation of Shokan IOOF Lodge Dist.Deputy Jack O.
Packenen & staff of Saugerties.
JR Past Grand - Burton Barringer
Noble Grand - Lester Lawrence
Vice Grand - James McGlocklin
Fin. Secy -  Virgil Gordon
Rec Secy - Harlowe McLean
Treas. - Arthur Trowbridge



Warden - Alonzo Davis
Conductor - Abram Smith
R.S.N.G. - Arthur E. Trowbridge
L.S.N.G. - Wm Jordan
R.S. V.G. - Stephen Jurkowski
L.S.V.G. - Ezra Silkworth
R.S.S. - Charles Gustavson
L.S.S. - Edward Weldt
Chaplain - myself, Elwyn C. Davis
Inside Guardian - Elmer Davis
Outside   "          - Chas. Smith

FEBRUARY 1  Sunday  18 below/6:30am

Continued frigid & cloudless & still - There were some
cloud formations latter pm.  Bright winter sunshine.     Did
necessary chores & stack up more green firewood on
porch.  Wrote to Mariam tonight. 15 years ago today I took
her to New York to enter St.Lukes.  Time has brot many
drastic changes in our family life.

FEBRUARY 2  Monday  10+/7am
26/11pm

Generally fair & sunny - Pleasantly milder & winds light.
 Busy with usual home jobs am - Renewed ham & bacon
smoking. This pm spread dray load manure & helped Ollie
cut down a big hollow apple tree across road from her
house.

FEBRUARY 3  Tuesday  10/7am
12/10pm



Some cloudiness raw & rather blustery - overcast evng.   
 This am I delivered a hen to Mr & Mrs Ludwig Scheick &
2 to Mrs. Geo. Terwilliger @ $2.50 each.  This pm I helped
in taking Ollie's white brood sow "Pill" and breeding with
Saurez red boar at Olive Bridge, formerally Jake
Merrihew's place.

FEBRUARY 4  Wednesday  2/7am
6/11pm

It snowed all day a near zero storm.      I killed 8 New
Hampshire red near 3 yr old hens & helped Ollie pick them
for canning.  Drawed dray load manure & spread. Rec'd
letter from Mrs. Longyear with pictures from Mexico
giving Mother & I first sight of Mariam's Little Bobby,
born Nov. 24.

FEBRUARY 5  Thursday 6/7am zero/10pm
4/11:30 & overcast

Snow flakes in the air yet this morning but cleared
beautifully quiet day & evng. A perfect mid winter day -
Snow mantle clinging to the trees & bushes everywhere.
Town and county roads ploughed during the night & today.
The roadside banks grow higher & higher.   I went over
noon time with horses & dray & scraped out Mr & Mrs
Scheicks driveway along Bushkill Hill.  I used a squared
timber chained to front end of sleigh. This am I wrote a
brief copy for Ulster Co. Sunday news, about the I.O.O.F.
Installation

FEBRUARY 6  Friday 3/7am
12/11pm



Clear other than overhead haze which made for wan
sunshine.  Clear  calm evng. - crispy.  Helped cleaning up
[cleaning up] old apple tree for Ollie cut Mon. Daily chores
as usual are routine.  Rec'd letter from Mariam & Gene
Longyear from Mexico City.

FEBRUARY 7  Saturday zero/7am
22/10pm

Continued fair calm sunny, with an overhead haze. Became
overcast latter pm & set in snowing around 8:30 this
evening.  Spread load manure. Helped Ollie this pm
working up the old apple tree trunk in a dray load chunk
wood.  This morning I shoveled off the sagging chicken
house roof covered with about 20" of snow.

FEBRUARY 8  Sunday  24/7am
5/11pm

The night's light snowfall of perhaps 1/2" provided fuel for
a young blizzard today. Whipped by gusty Northerly winds.
It is surprising the drifts. Bright sunshine & bluster
cloudless cold tonight.  A rather lonesome day. Did chores
etc. Wrote to Gene Longyear in Mexico City tonight.

FEBRUARY 9  Monday  6-zero/7am
7below/11pm

Cloudless quiet bright sunny day. Perfect winter weather
but biting cold.   Did chores, spread dray load stable
manure & this pm helped Ollie cutting up apple tree
firewood.  During the past week there has occurred a
startling drop in the top heavy commodity & livestock
market. Security prices also declined.



FEBRUARY 10  Tuesday  17below/6:30am
8below/11pm

Magnificently clear & sunny, calm. Biting dry cold -
Cloudless sub zerowy tonight.    I delivered 32 pounds of
extra dray smoked ham & bacon to Mr & Mrs Ludwig
Scheick @.80 lb. - 2 lbs butter @ .90 - Doz eggss @ .60 -
Total $28.00 paid.  I went with horses & dray & gave Mrs.
Scheick & Mary Ann Johannsen a sleigh ride back to
Ollie's - Helped her dig out load slab wood & pile on back
porch. Wrote "news" copy. Our Dear Fried Henry Winchell
had a light stroke about 5pm at their Stuyvesant Hotel apt.

FEBRUARY 11  Wednesday  -4/6:30am
24/11pm

Became overcast early, moderating. Snowy & a bit
blizzardy pm & evng.  Just a light fall.   Did customary
chores. Spread overnight dry load manure on a patch for
early potatoes in Ollie's field above road.  Mary Ann
Johannsen & playmate Barbara Meir had a happy ride with
horses & dray, from Ollie's over to Scheick's & back.

FEBRUARY 12  Thursday  31/7am
18/11pm

Generally fair, sunny but some high overcast. Milder -
wind northerly. Cloudless evng. - Bright crescent moon
shone over South Mtn early evng. Midlest since Jan 9th. 
I put a new tongue in dray bob sleigh. Did chores, shpread
overnight manure & pretty well called it a day.

FEBRUARY 13  Friday 10/6:15am



36/11:30pm
Overcast this morning & set in snowing toward noon
which gradually turned into freezing rain - Moderating
more late evng with developing S.W. Wind.   Went down
to Skin Davis store this am with a 30 doz case of eggs.
During pm I helped Swan Brewster with horses & dray
haul several loads of cut firewood to his wood pile for
sawing.  Horses & harness got a good soaking.

FEBRUARY 14  Saturday  50/7am
20/12pm

Rainy windy night. Partly cloudy today wind shifting
strong northerly. Bright sunny pm. Decidedly colder,
blustery & snow squally tonight.   Water ran and the snow
settled very noticably - Roads a glare of ice this am, but
thawed mostly bare & low places standing in water.  The
ice went out of up valley streams. Put in busy day,
shoveled out mushy paths, moved pigs from chicken house
to pig pen - cleaned hen roasts & other odd jobs.  Took
Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie to Phoenicia movies tonight.
Feature film The Exile.  Town plow truck opened our
impassable driveway this am.

FEBRUARY 15  Sunday  12/7am
12/11pm

Brilliant cloudless crispy winter day with biting northerly
wind. Still, cold, clear evng.     I went down to Brewsters
this am & he gave me a much needed hair cut. Did usual
chores - I feel achy all over & tired like.

FEBRUARY 16  Monday  10/7am



38/12pm
Clear crispy early. Brisk southerly winds developed &
gradually became overcast. Decidedly milder & snow
thawing down very noticably.  Belated Jan thaw.   
Butchered a 131 lb dressed hog of Ollie's assisted by her &
Ray Kelder. Also took over dray load manure & spread on
patch above 3 cor lot.
FEBRUARY 17  Tuesday  40/7am

38/12pm
The mellowing weather continues. Partly overcast all
clearing pm.  Strong south westerly wind shifting northerly.
The snow settles serenely & even bare fields are showing
over against the sunny East side.  Cut up the hog this am &
did customary daily chores.  Helped Ray Kelder draw a
dray load of firewood pm from Massimo's down to
Brewster's cottage where they plan to move. Rec'd letter
Mariam.

FEBRUARY 18  Wednesday  44/7am
26/11pm

A magnificent clear sunny da - with brisk Northerly wind,
quieting at late pm.  The snow keeps thawing serenely, yet
a chill atmosphere.    I feel grippy & no pep. Did chores -
Got out the last batch of hams & hung up & started
smoking.  Wrote news copy evng .  I bought a bushel of
elegant red Baldwin apples of Willard Rhodes of  Highland
$3.00.

FEBRUARY 19  Thursday  26/7am
50/11pm

Froze up last night, but turned much milder today, strong



gusty southerly winds developed pm and overcast. Windy
warm evng & part clearing.  The snow is going nicely,
fields are showing bare.     I made a trip to Kingston
marketing butter & eggs. Also had my 1947 Income Tax
report made out by Nellie Elmendorf of the Farm Bureau
office. Meat prices in the stores have declined somewhat.
I called on Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell at Apt 269 The
Stuyvesant.

The following is from a clipping found this date in diary:

The garage business of the late Peter R. Crawford at Olive
Bridge has been taken over by his younger brother, Oliver
Crawford.
ALSO:   WEST SHOKAN   Claude Bell who headed the
town of Olive Republican ticket for re-election Tuesday for
a third term, won out by a majority of 41 votes over his
Democratic opponent Justice North.  The vote in the three
districts of the township was unusually heavy.  The
Republicans also elected ex-supervisor Lemuel E.DuBois
as collector; Homer Markle, Jr., assessor two years.  All
other town candidates elected were Democrats.  At West
Shokan the ladies of the church served an excellent dinner
Election Day and were well patronized.  Larry Kelder gave
the ladies a chek for $50.   Morton Roe is getting an
attractive repainting job done on his residence.  The roof is
having a coat of aluminum.

ALSO:  John Warren of Hensonville was here on a few
days camping rip last week.  On Friday he led a party on a
trip to the summit of Tysteneck mountain where a futile



search was made for a lost Indian silver mine ledge.  This
ledge, Mr. Warren declares, he located while squirrel
hunting when he was a young man.  A half century ago he
aserts Jerry Coons made a similar discovery but search as
he would thereafter the place could not be found again.
The old Coons neighborhood section is familiar territory to
Mr. Warren where he lived for 32 years with Henry Coons
who died in 1914.   Ardor still undimmed Mr. Warren, now
74, says he is determined to continue the quest of this
treasure, perhaps again this Fall if the weather permits.

FEBRUARY 20  Friday  34/7am
16/11pm

The "January thaw" is over - Colder raw & considerably
overcast. Clearing tonight. Moderate wind northerly.       
Did chores, kept ham smoke going. Took over dray load
manure (road bare) spread on last years potato ground
above 3 corner lot. Cut a hickory sapling & sawed it up in
short chunks for smoke wood. I put the fresh hams in brine
cure this am.

FEBRUARY 21  Saturday  6/6am
20/11pm

Beautifully clear keen biting snowy atmosphere. Light
wind northerly - Becoming overcast evng.      Did usual
chores, kept ham smoke going. Helped Ollie awhile pm
getting firewood split & on porch.  Rec'd birthday cards
Jeanne Longyear from Mexico City, also from Kay, Dick,
Norah.

FEBRUARY 22  Sunday  16/7am



22/11:30pm
Arrived snowy, but sun broke thru before noon, about 2
1/2" fell. Mostly overcast pm & evng.  A raw chilling
atmosphere wind light.    Did chores & kept the ham smoke
going.   No callers today.
The following is from clipping found in diary for this date:
SERVICES FOR JUDGE SHULTIS   Services for Judge
Roland A. Shultis were held last Friday at the Lasher
Funeral Home in Woodstock village and attended by a
large number who braved the serere storm and ice-coated
highways to pay final tribute to a well-loved friend and
neighbor and to honor one of Woodstock Township's most
respected and valued citizens.
Judge Shultis served his town faithfully first as Justice of
the Peace then as councilman for twelve years and was a
member of the town board at the time of his death.  Four
days before he passed away in his sleep at his Wittenberg
home, he had spent an hour in the town clerk's office in
apparently good health.  It is understood that his place on
the board will not be immediately filled.

FEBRUARY 23  Monday 8-/7am My 58th Birthday
6/11pm

A magnificent still crispy bright sunny day & brilliant
almost full moon shinning tonight.      Split some wood am.
Spread big dray load manure for sweet corn patch above 3
cor lot pm & cut & sawed up load dead pole wood for Ollie
- I split wood am - did chores & kept smoke going.  Mother
made my time honored plain soft chocolate birthday cake
& Ollie a freezer of chocolate cream.  No mail due to
holiday.



FEBRUARY 24  Tuesday  zero/7am
28/12pm

Beautifully clear, snappy this am with everything ice
covered. Gradually became hazy.  Full moon tonight.
Became windy evng - Part overcast.    Split some wood.
Did daily chores, kept smoke going. This pm spread
overnight dray load manure & got load firewood for Ollie.
Rec'd shaving set from Kay & Dick for my birthday, also
a few greeting cards.

FEBRUARY 25  Wednesday  38/7am
30/11pm

Mild - Generally fair & somewhat windy. Moonlight
evening.  The snow is thawing & water running, fields
showing bare again. It acts like sap weather. Did daily
chores. This pm Ollie helped me get a big dray load of
polewood from Hinkley woods.  Brought the load home
thru Jim Harrison's pasture lot road, by his permission to
use it.  Report from Henry Winchell at Stuyvesant Hotel is
he has broncitis & Dr. Has forbidden visitors.

FEBRUARY 26  Thursday  30/7am
35/11pm

Mild mussy weather snowing & melting. Blustery tonight.
    Ollie helped me saw up the dray load of firewood with
the old Ford rig which has stood out all winter.  Took load
up for Ollie pm. Wrote news copy this am. Recd belated
birthday card from Dear Mrs. Langer. I also shod one dray
runner.



FEBRUARY 27  Friday  32/7am
32/12pm

Lovely sunny day, thawing, wind light became overcast
late evng. Started snwoing around midnight.  Drawed out
manure above 3 corner lot & Ollie & I cut and sawed up a
dray load of firewood pm.  Tonight took Mort & Mary Roe
& Ollie to Phoenicia evng.  Very excellent technicolor
Scottish Clans picture The Swordsman.  John Bell
attempted to shoot himself at his home tonight, gun taken
from him by wife & son Henry, who called Trooper Ray
Dunn & took him before Justice Lester S. Davis.

FEBRUARY 28  Saturday  36/7am
30/12pm

Arrived snowing, a fall of about 4 ½ in heavy snow which
turned into light freezing rain toward noon.   County &
town snow plows kept in motion opening highways.   I
went with sleigh & dray & using a cross timber opened the
Dick Large & Ludwig Scheicks driveways on Bushkill
Hill.   With roads icy I did not attend IOOF Lodge tonite as
I had expected. "Mellie" my light red cow had a heifer calf
of same color pm.

FEBRUARY 29 Sunday  28/7am
10/12pm

Bright sunny this morning, but the afternoon was mostly
cloudy & colder. Fresh northerly winds. Cleared evng -
still.  Did daily chores, also read several articles in new
March Readers Digest.  Charlie Langer & his 91 year old
sprightly mother made their first call this pm of the winter.



MARCH 1  Monday  4/7am
21/11:30pm

Cloudless still, with cold raw air. Became overcast latter
pm.  Set in snowing late evng. Did usual chores. Spread
load manure for sweet corn & Ollie & I cut a big dray load
of rock oak firewood pm.  I re handled an axe & filed bow
saw am.   Ray Kelder & family moved down from Tony
Massimo's into the Swan Brewster's bungelow.

MARCH 2 Tuesday  20/7am
26/10pm

Arrived snwoing & the fall became increasingly heavy as
the day advanced. Graually turned to freezing mist before
evng. - Everywhere is the aspect of mid winter, today's fall
being 8-10 inches.  No mail got over hill, & Duke the mail
man didn't get back to PO from the Brodhead end of route
till 5 ocolock.  Ray Kelder helped me saw up the load of
wood before noon.  Did chores & it was a day. I shoveled
out the paths after supper.

MARCH 3  Wednesday  26/7am
28/11pm

Snowed or hailed some in night. Fine misty snow or rain
fell this am - murky still day & evng.      Snow plows
opened road over hill during night & County plow crews
were out.  Did usual chores, took dray load manure over on
sweet corn ground. There is surely a heavy snow blanket.
Town snow plow opened driveway early evng & I shoveled
out in front of garage.  Snow avalanched off barn roof.

MARCH 4  Thursday  24/6:30am



10/10pm
Snowed along till early pm about 1 1/12"  Then started
breaking away, cloudless, crispy bright starlight evng.
Winds light.    The snow sliding off the back side of the
barn & shed is piled about half up to the roof. Tons of it
avalanced off the south side.  I helped Ollie clean out her
pig pens pm & took a big dray load down & spread on
sweet corn patch.

MARCH 5  Friday  zero/6:30am
8 below zero/11pm

The wooly glistening Wittenberg range in the morning sun
is its most magnificent spectacle of the winter. Cloudless,
biting cold & still.  King Winter reigns supreme - Snow
heaped on sides of plowed roads 3 ft high. There is good
sleighing. During the night the light snow of yesterday
drifted surprisingly. Did usual chores. This pm spread dray
load manure on sweet corn ground & Ollie helped me cut
a good load of mostly rock oak firewood in back woods.

MARCH 6   Saturday  12 below/7am 
24/12pm

All cold records this date shattered - 21 minus in Albany.
Cloudless, still - gradually getting hazy and all overcast
during evng.  Weather moderating.      Did usual chores.
Went to the Ludwig Scheicks & shoveled a path up their
driveway am.  This pm Ollie helped me saw up the dray
load of firewood & took load up to her house. Recd letter
Mrs. Longyear & egg check.
The following is from clipping found in diary for this date:
SLI SLOPES NEVER BETTER



Ski enthusiast will find skiing in top form at Phoenicia and
Pine Hill, according to James Simpson.  Mr. Simpson
reported today that the slopes and trails never have been in
better condition for skiing that at the present time. Also
that in spite of the weather conditions, the highways are in
shape for travel and it is expected this weekend will find
both places crowded with lovers of the outdoor sport.
Provisions have been made to accomodate all who come,
said Mr. Simpson and he added, "if anyone cannot find
accommodations he will be only too glad to be of
assistance. Those who know Mr. Simpson know that Jim
always gets results.

MARCH 7  Sunday 24/7am           About 2" snow fell
24/11pm

Snowing this morning & later in day changed to fine rain.
Still - foggy evng.   Very slippery traveling.   Did chores &
shoveled off heavy roof snow slide on front porch am. 
Mother & I wrote to Mariam tonight. Had no callers.

MARCH 8  Monday 30/7am
24/11pm

Clear & sunny early but became partly to mostly cloudy,
rather blustery & colder.   Spread big dray load manure
above 3 corner lot. PM drawed load cut firewood for
Raymond Kelder & we sawed it up with my rig. He took
the big load nearly 2 cord down to the Brewster cottage.

MARCH 9  Tuesday  20/7am
24/11pm

Generally fair, but hazy, with a springy look in the



atmosphere. Crispy this morning but became decidedly
milder - Rather strong southerly wind during the day. Still
evng. Snow settled & roads slushy.  Did daily chores, Ollie
helped me cut a big dray load of oak pole wood from back
woods & sawed it up. Piled up the porch with small round
wood.  Wrote "news" copy evng.

MARCH 10  Wednesday  22/7am
28/10:30pm

Fair sunny wind light - Starlight froze up evng.  Not so
mild as yesterday, but just grand to work in woods except
for the deep snow.  I took 2 dray loads sawed wood up for
Ollie & we cut & sawed a load of oak pole wood from back
woods. Im pretty tired tonight.

MARCH 11  Thursday  20/7am
14/11pm

Another snowstorm today, and a cold one from the north
quarter. About 2 1/2". Cleared still evng & colder.  Drawed
over dray load manure on sweet corn ground.  And
regardless of the storm Ollie helped me cut a big load pole
wood, & brought it home.  Rec'd letter Mrs. Longyear, also
from Evelyn Longyear in Albuquerque.  Spent the evng
reading.

MARCH 12  Friday 6 below zero/6:30am
2+/11:30pm

An all time record low for date - 60th Anniversary of the
famous blizzard of 1888.  Cloudless, Wintry still.
Snowbound mid winter everywhere.   County & Town
snow plows cleared the main roads during night.



MARCH 13  Saturday  8+/7am
8+/12pm

Rather wintry, fresh northerly wind, partly cloudy, later all
clearing.   Ray Kelder helped me saw up dray load
firewood am.   Took over load manure pm for sweet corn
& Ollie helped me cut a load of polewood. Tired out
tonight.

MARCH 14  Sunday  6/7am
30/12pm

Fair sunny day. Thawing, yet a chill southerly wind.   Did
chores in variety. Stocked up the kitchen porch with small
round wood.  The old Ford isnt working good and tinkered
on that. Ben Burgher came late pm & tried his hand but it
still ran hit & miss.  Mrs. Langer & Charlie called pm.

MARCH 15  Monday  24/6:30am
46/12pm

Fair this morning & chill. Increasing cloudiness &
decidedly milder, windy pm & evng.  Foggy & rainy
tonight cutting the snow noticably.    Tinkered on the old
cantankerous Ford am. This pm spread dray load manure
& Ollie & I cut a dray load of rock oak firewood in upper
Hinkley woods. Tonight with Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie
went to Phoenicia & saw movie, feature picture The
Senator Was Indiseneet - also exceptionally interesting
shorts & news reel.

MARCH 16  Tuesday  52/7am
48/11pm



Biggest thaw of the winter and the snow banks took a
terrific licking - Rainy this morning and strong gusty
southerly wind. Downpour again late pm.  Clearing evng &
again became overcast. Tonight there is a vast
transformation since yesterday, the fields are are & snow
banks, became diminutive as if by magic.  The Jacky brook
is roaring with the run off.

MARCH 17 Wednesday  42/7am
28/11pm

The day was a bit crispy and generally sunny with fresh
northerly wind. Cloudless brilliant crescent moon & still.
The transformation from the winter long snow blanket to
muddy open spaces is hard realize. The reservoir ice field
holds intact.  Spread dray load manure on the muddy
garden & this pm Ollie helped me cut a load of rock oak
pole wood.  Pres. Harry Truman addressed Congress in
World Wide broadcast at 12:30 noon.  He stressed the
grave dangers confronting Democratic Civilization by
Soviet Russia.

MARCH 18  Thursday  22/6:30am
30/12pm

Continued fair & sunny wind light. A bit hazy - Half moon
cloudless tonight. Moderately mild.       Ollie & I cut &
drawed home  2 big dray loads rock oak pole wood, from
upper Hinkley woods, using short cut road thru Jim
Harrisons pasture.  Went up to Ben Burgher's tonight for
Ford battery re-charged.  Kept smoke going under hams.

MARCH 19  Friday  36/7am Lightning flashes evng.



Overcast this morning cold driving rain set in around 11
oco.  Mostly rainy pm & evng.  Strong gusty High Point
quarter wind tonight. Got the old Ford running.  Did
chores. Ray Kelder helped me start sawing wood, but got
rained out.  This pm I filed cross cut and 36" bow saws.

MARCH 20  Saturday  52/7am

Enter spring after a windy night with cleared skies and
mellow warm sunshine. Fresh northerly winds but balmy.
Warmest day since October or early Nov.     The reservoir
ice field shows disintegrating intels of open water.  Did
chores, drawed over manure am. This pm Ollie helped me
saw wood & I took her up a 2 cord wagon load.  I sent by
Ins.PP a ten lb ham to Mrs. Knorph.

MARCH 21  Sunday  
56/10:30pm

Balmy - thunder showers more or less windy & pretty
much rainy.  64 at 7pm.  Frogs chorusing tonight. Did daily
chores.         Delivered a 20lb ham & 2 ¼ lbs bacon to Mr
& Mrs Scheick @ .75 lb.        Also called on Mr & Mrs
Johannsen at Moxie Dell.  Wrote Easter cards to Mariam
& family tonight.  Summer thunder shower at 10:30
tonight.

MARCH 22   Monday 65/7am
42/12pm

Really hot windy with alternating shadow & sunshine.
Brief showers latter pm - Moonlight evng & cooler. Frogs
are chorusing full steam.   Ollie helped me saw up the



remaining pile of firewood pm & I took a big wagon load
up to her house.  Mrs. Rose Burgher was around this pm
soliciting for the Annual Red Cross fund.  Mother gave her
  2 dollars.

MARCH 23  Tuesday 36/7am
38/12pm

Overcast & damp. Light rain pm & early evng.    Busy all
morning doing chores & got last 4 hams out of brine, hung
up & started smoking. Sent pkg to Mrs. Longyear to take
to Mexico. Bob's leather hunting boots & some nut meats
Mother picked out.  Took over dray load manure on sweet
corn ground then started raining.
MARCH 24  Wednesday 36/7am

44/11pm
Foggy damp chill & misty this morning but cleared away
cloudless & real warm. Strong northerly wind developed.
Brilliant full moon tonight.   Did chores - Wrote news copy
am. Sent Easter card letters to Evelyn Longyear & Kay &
Dick. Ollie & I cut a big dray load of firewood in upper
woods & sawed it up pm & took the wood in good wagon
load up to her house.  I went down street evng to L.S.Davis
store, took 15 doz eggs.

MARCH 25  Thursday  30/7am
28/12pm

A magnificent cloudless day & evng  Cooler than
yesterday. Winds light. Gorgeous big moon shining from
early evng.   Did chores, kept ham smoke going & drawed
over dray load manure am.  This afternoon Ollie & I cut a
load of oak firewood in upper woods & sawed it up & took



the wood up to her house with wagon. A town wide Fire
meeting held tonight at Olive Bridge hall.  Sent Easter card
to Norah & Minnie Every.

MARCH 26  Friday  36/7am
56/11pm

Fair this morning but gradually became overcast & milder.
Wind light, became strong southwesterly evng & set in
rainy.  Did usual tasks. This pm Ollie & I cut a load of
mostly dead firewood along back road & sawed it up &
took wagon load up for her summer use.  We recd Easter
cards from Kay & Dick, Mrs. Knorpp & Mrs. Will Elwyn.
  Mrs. Knorpp writes the ham I sent is delicious.

MARCH 27 Saturday  56/7am
47/11:30pm

Warm humid a day of showers & pm & evng thunder
showers.    I did usual chores, kept ham smoke going &
drawed 2 wagon loads of mill slabs & limb wood & got
caught in showers both trips.    James McGlocklin and
Miss Mildred Davis, former WAVE, oldest daughter of Mr
& Mrs Alonzo Davis married this am at her home in Olive
Bridge, by Rev. Stanley Jones, Uncle of the bride.

MARCH 28  Sunday  32/7am
24/12pm

Turned colder during night & kept raw & windy & mostly
cloudy. Clearing late evng.       This pm took a walk up to
the old Abe Constable place. The former Dick Constable
house interior has been wrecked by vandals.  It has stood
unoccupied since sold several years ago to the Dolan



family interests.   Mother & I attended Easter service
tonight at the Baptist Church.

MARCH 29  Monday  24/7am
38/11:30pm

Clear raw snowy atmosphere & wind southerly.  Strong
tonight from High Point quarter & milder & became
overcast late.     Took over dray load manure on bare
ground sleighing on potato ground, also got load hemlock
mill slabs & sawed them up pm & took big wagon load up
to Ollie's.   Mother rec'd chocolate Easter Eggs from
Cornelia.

MARCH 30  Tuesday
36/11pm

Fair & mild, becoming overcast latter pm & clearing evng.
South westerly wind.      Ollie & I sawed up slab wood am.
This pm I helped with a church yard filling in bee, after
which I took a big wagon load of sawed wood up for Ollie.
Wrote "news copy evng  Rec'd letter John Warren & Mrs.
Henry Winchell.

The following is from a clipping found in diary for this
date:
Last week the West Shokan Post Office which has been
located in Colanges Store since 1917 was moved in the
adjoining former feed room, reconditioned for the purpose.
Mr. Colange has served as the very capable Post Master
since the Post Office was moved from the long existing
location in D.N.Matthews Store in the old village site back
in 1913, prior to the flooding of the Ashokan Reservoir.



The old Matthews and North Store building torn down and
renovated is the present McGrath Store and Post Office in
Phoenicia.  To old-timers it still presents a familiar
appearance.

MARCH 31 Wednesday  36/7am
54/12pm

Mild - warm sunny windy - Became overcast during pm.
Dark cloudy evng & set in rainy late.     Drawed over
manure on wagon & spread on sweet corn ground.  Got a
big load of mill slabs & top wood - Helped at church yard
job part pm after which Ollie helped me saw up the load of
wood.  At 8:20 this evng a fast low flying unidentified
plane crashed and exploded & burned for nearly an hour.
The wreck was reached late tonight by several young
people & 2 bodies seen.  Ed Avery, and several others saw
the crash.  A detachment of soldiers & Army equipment
came from Stewart Field and are standing by - Sheriff
Smith & posse from Sheriffs Office, also Trooper Ray
Dunn arrived about an hour after the crash to aid in search
& inspection.
Theodore Kerr, 64, Retired section foreman, after 42 yrs
service died this am in Benedictine Hosp.  He is survived
by his wife Leslie VanBumble Kerr & his sister, Jennie
Kerr.  He had a long illness & suffered terribly.

APRIL 1 Thursday  54/7am
52/11pm

Rainy night. Murky foggy.  Search for the wrecked plane,
AWS Army 1325 Bomber, resumed at daybreak by
U.S.Army personnel from Stewart Field. The 3rd body was



found pm & all brought off the mtn. 2nd Balsam Cap- to
left of slide between Middle Ridge & Cornell.  The dead
airmen are Capt.Richard B.Willis (27)  1st Lt. Bobbie R.
Crandall (25) & Tsgt. Robt.R.Evans.  All had World War
2 combat experience.  Plane on routine training flight from
Westover Field, Mass  to Stewart Field (Newburgh)      I
went to Kingston & had an exceptionally troublesome right
upper molar pulled by Dr.Saul Goldfarb  fee $3.00 paid.  
[April 26.  The wreckage may be seen from vantage points
across the Bushkill bridge & lies at head of Malby Hollow
            at 2200 ft elevation

APRIL 2 Friday  50/7am
36/11pm

Continued cloudy. Light squally rains. Becoming blustery
& colder, clearing evng.    
Contrary to yesterday's radio & press report the tangled
bodies of the  3 dead B.25 Crewmen were not carried off
the mountain till today by the military men, the first body
was bourne to the road at the Geo Gibbons camp at 240.
The others soon after. Soldiers & State police were in full
charge.  A passable trail was cut by soldiers ahead of the
stretcher bearers. I took the load of Wed sawed wood up to
Ollie's at noon & this pm we cut another wagon load from
oak tree tops in the saw mill slashing - sawed it & took
wood up to her piles. We recd Easter card from Mariam
San Antonio,Tex

The following is from a clipping found this date in diary:
WEST SHOKAN   A Stone Bee filling in along the south
side of the church yard to provide needed parking space



was well fashioned Tuesday and Wednesday by the men
folks.  Mrs.Belle Burgher, President of the Ladies' Aid,
provided the workers with an excellent dinner.  "Sonny"
Davis of Olive Bridge, now home from radio school in
Kansas City trucked stone from James Burgher's
inexhaustable farm supply.  Among the ready handed
assistance were:  Judge Raymond Bell, in charge of
operations, James Burgher, David Bender, Francis Every,
Charles Harrison, Raymond Kelder and E.C.Davis.  Three
truck loads of firewood which the ladies' aid obtained from
James Tweedy also was carried in the woodshed and piled
up.  In this task Calvin Bricker also assisted.

APRIL 3  Saturday  28/7am
30/12pm

Raw cold blustery day with heavy snow squalls. Cleared
cold and high northerly gale tonight.     Spread dray load
manure on sweet corn patch & Ollie & I got a load of oak
top firewood pm.  I attended I.O.O.F. Lodge tonight -
Initiation Degree conferred on 2 candidates.  Refreshments
followed, also a public dance.       Funeral service 2pm for
Theodore Kerr at Lashers Parlor in Woodstock.  Interment
Tongore Cemetery.   25 years ago tonight my saw mill
burned.   Raymond Crispell 48 died at his home 31 Wilbur
Ave.Kingston, of stroke or rather he died after taken to
hosp by ambulance.

The following clipping in diary for this date:
INVESTIGATION INDICATES THAT FLIERS WERE
LOST
An investigation of the wreckage of the twin motored



Mitchell bomber which crashed on Middle Ridge in the
Catskills, Thursday evening, carrying three army men to
their death indicates the men were apparently lost at the
time and believed they were coming on over Beacon Hill
just outside Stewart Field where they were to set down the
plane.     
Following an inspection of the wreckage it was found the
men had all adjusted their safety belts preparatory to a
landing.
The theory of the investigating officers, State Trooper Ray
Dunn stated, was that the men had confused the lights of
Broadway, Kingston, with the lights of Broadway,
Newburgh, and in the haze believed the Ashokan reservoir
to be the Hudson river.  They then set their course in what
they believed was the direction of Stewart Field and made
preparations for a landing.  When it was discovered the
mountain was not Beacon Hill outside Stewart Field but a
higher peak the throttle was opened wide in an effort to
clear the Catskill peak but that action was taken to late.
The plane crashed through the tops of trees for 200 feet
before striking the mountain side.  All of the men were
thrown from the plane by the impact. One body was found
30 yards from the wreckage, one was alongside the plane
and the third was some distance below.  When it was found
the throttle was wide open it was assumed the men had
made a last endeavor to sweep over the ridge.  Air officials
stated the appearance of Broadway, Kingston, is very
similar to that of Newburgh from the air.
All three bodies were brought out about 4 o'clock Friday
afternoon by stretcher after a roadway had been cut through
the mountain brush.  The bodies were taken to West Point



and later to Stewart Field.
Trooper Ray Dunn of Phoenicia led the ground forces and
Army officers coordinated the efforts.  Captain H.allan Gay
of Sidney and Lieut. Joseph Steeley were both on the scene
with troopers from Sidney with an emergency truck,
walkie-talkie equipment and several troopers came in to aid
in the search from Ferndale, Wurtsboro and other sections.
The plane was so badly wrecked that, outside of some
instruments which will be checked to determine if possible
the cause of the crash, it was left at the scene, portions of
it being burned.
Friday Herman Weidner of West Shokan led a second
group of soldiers and citizens to the scene to aid in
bringing out the three bodies.

APRIL 4  Sunday  32/7am
42/12pm

Froze up hard this am and it was a fierce cold windy night.
Today was clear right sunshine, gentle northerly breeze &
moderated.    Repaired tire this am. Harry Gordan called.
Tonight I took Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie Burgher to
Kingston and paid respects to Raymond Crispell (48) at
Connors Funeral parlors also at his home 31 N.Wilbur
Ave.  Our visit was appreciated by the members of the
family.
Following is from clipping in diary for this date:   
Raymond V. Crispell, husband of Helen Ward Crispell,
died suddenly Friday in Kingston.  Besides his wife he is
survived by a brother, Oscar Crispell; and four sisters, Mrs.
Pauline Brooks, Mary Crispell, Henrietta Crispell and
Eldora Crispell.  Funeral services will be held from the



W.N.Connor Funeral Home, 296 Fair Street, Monday at
2pm  Burial will be in Tongore Cemetery.

APRIL 5 Monday  50/7am
62/11pm

Overcast this forenoon. Clearing & hot pm Cloudless
breezy tonight.      Did daily chores & spread wagon load
manure on sweet corn ground. This pm Ollie & I cut a load
of wod in upper woods. It was simply to hot to work. The
old Ford got a spell of sputtering & missing & had to
unload the wood off wagon. Rec'd letter Mrs. Longyear
from Mexico City. Funeral 2pm of Raymond Crispell at
Connor's, Kingston. Interment family plot in Tongore
Cemetery.  His sister Louise Crispell Hannibal, whose
casket has been in vault since Jan. Also buried.

APRIL 6  Tuesday  56/7am
40/11pm
Became muggy overcast & rainy this am. Cleared away
pm. Continued mild. Cooler tonight.     I served on
Presidential Spring Primary Election 12-9pm as Chairman
of the Board 13 Republican & 9 Democrats voted.
Inspectors same as last Election - Elmer F. Davis - Emma
Ackert  George Burgher & myself Elwyn C. Davis

APRIL 7  Wednesday  36/6:30AM
44/11PM

Clear bright sunshine warm, calm - became overcast late
pm all clearing early evng.      I made a trip to Kingston
with Primary Election returns from Olive Dist No 2.  Im
completely tired out tonight.



APRIL 8  Thursday  44/7am
44/12pm
Overcast & was rainy awhile this am. Cleared away
serenely pm cloudless calm tonight.     Drawed over wagon
load manure on potato patch before dinner.  This pm I
plowed Ollies 2 big garden patches.   Funeral services for
Mrs. Albert Bell, held 9:30am at Lasher's in Woodstock &
10am at Stony Hollow Catholic Church. Interment Bushkill
Cemetery.

APRIL 9  Friday 42/7am
32/10pm
Raw blustery & snow squally. Cleared away latter pm.   
This am I got the balky old Ford T running & this pm Ollie
& I got a load of mostly dead firewood & cleaned up on all
the wood sawing for the season, on "T's" spit & sputter
power.  Recd letters Ada Bell & Cornelia.   Sent $29.27
order Montgomery Ward & Co. Albany.  Included are 2 -
17x5.50 Riverside tires @ 11.25 & 1 tube $2.30

APRIL 10  Saturday 26/7am
31/11pm
Windy wintry night. Froze up hard. Cloudless, crispy -
Brisk northerly wind, quieted evng. Rim of new moon
showing early evng over Hanover Mtn.  I harrowed Ollies
plowed patches & plowed a strip of her old orchard sod
across road from her house, for potatoes & sweet corn.   
Lauren Boice and Lottie Hesley with Mr & Mrs Loren
Riley of Phoenicia went to Canastata where they attended
funeral services for Donald Phipps of the US Navy killed



in Guam during the recent war.
The following clipping was found in diary for this date:
Fred L. Weidner who will observe his 82 birthday April 10
has recently had his notary license renewed.  The kindly
old former Justice had been a notary public for past 60
years, having first been appointed by Governor Hill.
The Maple syrup making season here, which is proving
pretty much a failure.
About fifty people were present at the Sunday night Easter
service in the Baptist Church.  A number were present
from Kingston including Mr and Mrs Edward V. Winder
and daughter.  Also a young man who played the trombone.
Mrs. Florence Boice and daughter Elinor and Mrs. Anna
Davis of Olive Bridge, also were present. Several of the
Sunday school children recited and Pastor Walter White
told the Easter Story.  Next Sunday at 3pm a young student
minister will deliver the message.

APRIL 11 Sunday 32/7am
46/11pm

Froze up again last night. Clear early becoming overcast
and set in a driving rain storm from the south and was a
downpour all pm.  And rainy on into the night, but not so
windy.  Charley Langer & his mother called pm in the
drenching rain.

APRIL 12  Monday  54/7am
50/12pm
Rainy night - warm muggy during forenoon. Continued
mostly cloudy pm & evng & somewhat windy.  Mother &
I ranked up firewood under shed & along end of barn.   3rd



anniversary of the sudden unexpected death of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt at Warm Springs, Georgia.

APRIL 13  Tuesday  44/7am
40/11pm
Another drab chill rainy day & evng. Snowed on
mountains.  Jim Burgher helped Ollie & I butchered a 121
dressed hog for her this pm.  Took it to Phoenicia & sold
it to Frank Hannigans Market @ .35 lb - where Ralph
Longyear is working.  Wrote news copy.

APRIL 14  Wednesday  
35/12pm

An all days cold & early evening drenching rain fell almost
steadily. Snow & hail pelted higher elevations. Mother &
I cleaned out kitchen stove & pipe & burned out chimney.
Did chores etc. but otherwise rained out.  This evening
myself, Reginald E. Davis and Alonzo Davis went to
Saugerties with Art Trowbridge, where with Will Jordan &
Harlowe McLean as PG representatives of Shokan IOOF
Lodge No491 had supper & attended the IOOF District
Grand Comm meeting at Wm H Raymond Lodge No59.
District Deputy Jack O. Pakanen presided.  7 new members
rec'd PG Degree. Aaron Gray of Bearsville Lodge No533
was elected Deputy & myself re elected Dist Secy by
unanimous ballot.  A kingston Eastern Star minstrel held at
Olive Bridge hall tonight.

The following clipping was found in diary for this date:
MILITARY HONORS FOR JAS. WILKIE
The funeral of James J. Wilkie was held Wednesday



afternoon at the F. Daniel Halloran Funeral Home 88
W.Chester street.  The Rev. Frank L. Gollnick of the
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church officiated and spoke
consolingly to the family and friends assembled.  The flag
draped casket was surrounded by the many floral pieces
attesting the esteem in which Mr. Wilkie was held by all
who knew him.  Mr. Wilkie had served in the US Army
from 1898 to 1938 and was retired as a 1st Lieutenant.
Upon retiring from the army Mr. Wilkie settled in
Samsonville.  He is survived by his wife Edith Christensen
Wilkie. 
Military honors were accorded the deceased by a Firing
Squad from the American Legion Post No 150 Michael
Milavo (in command) Angelo Corrado, Philip Carrado, Jr.,
Fred Ruskie, Kenneth Miller, and Lester Elmendorf, Jr
(Bugler, Honorary Bearers were members of Colonial
Camp No 75 United Spanish War Veterans of Kingston
and Veterans of Foreign Wars of Brooklyn, NY  Interment
was in Montrepose Cemetery.

APRIL 15  Thursday  36/7am
30/11pm

Snow on mountain continued overcast am gradually
cleared away pm.  Noticably colder  Cloudless evng.     The
earth is reeking with water - I had a big wagon load of
accumulated stable manure which I spread pm on Ollie's
potato ground. Also spread load hog manure on her old
garden & harrowed over the 3 plowed patches. This am I
wrote up a Leader news story about the comm meeting last
nite. Rec'd air mail card from Mrs. Longyear.



APRIL 16  Friday  32/7am
46/11pm
White frost this am. Warmer with brisk gusty southerly
winds. Fair sunny but somewhat hazy - Becoming partly
overcast & light showers evng with half moon shinning
thru.  I harrowed over with disc Ollie's potato ground &
seeded her old barn potato patch to oats.

APRIL 17  Saturday  32/7am
26/12pm
Tuned colder & froze ice in night.  Sunny crisp with fresh
northerly wind.  The down rolling murky full up reservoir
is showing white caps  cloudless, cold - day & evng.
Bulging half moon shone brightly.   I plowed and harrowed
Ollie's 2 gardens behind house & spread load manure on
potato ground.   Went to Phoenicia tonight took 6 dz eggs
to Phoenicia Market @ .60 dz. & saw the movie, Sign of
the Ram the scene of book version is in England along the
Kentish coast.  Rec'd pr 17 x 5.50 tires from Montgomery
Ward - 11.25 each T P.P.

APRIL 18  Sunday  30/7am
36/12pm
Clear sunny, warmer pm brisk southerly wind. Cool
moonlight night.     I made a trip on South Mtn as far as the
old Lewis shanty site & over to the South Hollow look off
rocks.  The view is majestic. Both reservoirs appear full of
water. Arbutes in bloom along trail, which has been cleared
out by scouts or state crews.

APRIL 19  Monday  54/7am



54/12pm
Warmer - overcast & southerly wind. Parlty faired during
pm.    Town road shale hauling started from John Bells
bank.  Was bothered all forenoon getting a nail punctured
front tire repaired.  Butchered a 131 dressed hog pm for
Ollie. With Mort Roe helping - Had good scald & good
firm dressed carcass - a nice job.  Tonight took it to
Phoenicia Market, price .35 lb.  Mort & Mary Roe went
along & we attended the show April Showers  Also sold 4
dz eggs @ .60 dz.  I sent 12 lb ham & 3 lbs bacon & 4 lbs
butter to Mrs. Knorpp.

APRIL 20  Tuesday  46/7am
66/10pm
Became overcast with an April showers this morning,
became much warmer with brisk gusty southerly wind,
party cleared & during pm became overcast & eight
showers. Cleared again evng following a thunder shower.
    I spread wagon load manure on sweet corn plowed
ground & got a load of dry light mill slabs         .  This pm
I harrowed over Ollie's potato ground, & brought load slabs
home for sawing.   Wrote "news" copy evng. An army
helicopter plane visited West Shokan & inspected the
middle ridge plane wreck & landed twice on Colange's
field.

APRIL 21 Wednesday  62/7am
36/12pm

Cloudy am black threatening clouds. Squally on mtns.
Gradually clearing pm coler & windy. Moonlight tonight.
   I unloaded the wagon and got another load of slabs &



dead sapling. This pm Ollie helped me saw up both loads,
making a grand lot of summer firewood.  Well tired out
tonight.  Sent wall paper order Montgomery Ward & Co.

APRIL 22  Thursday  35/6:30am
36/11pm

Lovely serene sunny day - cloudless quiet chilly brilliant
almost full moon tonight.    I treated seed potatoes with
Semesu Bel this morning - This pm I spread cart load
manure on Ollies potato patch & harrowed it over. Came
home & did chores then went down street and disc
harrowed Shimer's plowed garden. Charged 2 bucks for
same. Tired out tonight & hit the cot.  Sent wall paper &
lawn mower order Sears Roebuck & co.

APRIL 23  Friday  41/7am
48/11:30pm
Continued fair this am warmer - Became overcast during
pm & cleared evng.      I plowed the strip of several seasons
sweet corn ground behind hog yard am.  Cut potatoes for
planting pm & disc harrowed over the plowed ground.

APRIL 24  Saturday  
56/11pm
Light rain this am but later broke away & became overcast
pm.  Pleasantly warm & winds light.     Did daily chores &
spread load manure on garden, also filed the wood saw am.
This pm Ollie & I planted her patch of potatoes & put on
6.12.6 fertilizer.  Planted around 2 ½ bu.   George
Terwilliger 79 ½  died at 11:30 tonight at his home  below
the Bushkill bridge.  He had been in poor health for several



years.  He is survived by his wife Kathryn Roosa
Terwilliger & brother Floyd of Ashokan.
The following is from clipping found in diary for this date:

                                                      GEORGE K.
TERWILLIGER
George K. Terwilliger, West Shokan, died at his home
Saturday, April 24.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Kathrine Terwilliger; one brother, Floyd Terwilliger of
Shokan.  Services will be at the West Park Baptist Church,
Tuesday, April 27, 2 pm., conducted by Rev. Walter White,
Kingston.  Interment will be at Van Kleet Cemetery, at
Coldbrook.

APRIL 25  Sunday  54/7am
46/11:30pm
Daylight Saving Time begins.  "Fool Time"        Sunny,
real warm, June like weather.  Wind gentle - clear cooler
tonight.   Did daily chores. Charley Langer & his mother
called pm & got 2lb butter @ .85 & 2 doz eggs @ .60
Went over to Bill Lartz's evng on Krumville road & got
hair cut .50

APRIL 26  Monday  36/7am DST
42/12pm

Clear, cooler than yesterday - winds light.      I seeded
down patch behind barn with oats pm and sowed on bag
20% acid fertilizer.  Recd card from Mrs. Longyear that
they arrived back Friday nite from Mexico.   I took the pm
off and Ollie & I went up to the B25 Army bomber wreck
at head of Malby Hollow.  The wood road trail up Middle



Ridge was good by going over the bolder strewn ravine
bearing to the left to the wreck is wild & rugged.  Tree tops
broken off for about 200 feet before the plane struck the
thick boulders & continued on 50 or 75 ft up the mountain.
Wreckage strewn over wide area - The trip is well worth
while.  Heard first Whipporwill tonite.

APRIL 27  Tuesday  38/7am
44/10pm
Continued clear & real cool - with wind southerly - Strong
early evng - quieting & becoming overcast.     Drawed over
wagon load manure on corn ground & got load sawdust
am. Latter pm I disced narrow long strip of plowed sodd
for Jim Harrison & picked load stone off seeded patch
behind barn.  At 2pm Mother & I attended funeral for
George Terwilliger in Baptist Church. Full house
attendance.  Sermon by Rev. Walter White - 15 floral
pieces. Miss Hazel Bell played  No Night There & Abide
With Me & other  hymns. No singing. Bearers Claude Bell,
Lester S. Davis, Joe Winkler, Irving Hesley.  Lasher
undertaker. Interment Cold Brook Cem.  After I took
mother for droll ride up to Bushkill Cemetery & back over
hill.

APRIL 28  Wednesday  36/7am
44/11pm

Clear, real chilly with light somewhat wind, becoming
overcast latter pm with mountain snow squalls.  Busy am
with chores & odd jobs.  This pm I plowed the 2 lower lot
last years corn & potato patches, above hickory tree.  Recd
long letter from Mrs. Longyear about their wonderful trip



to Mexico.  Wrote news copy tonite.   
Fred L. Weidner 82 - Apr 10 died early today.

The following is from clipping found in diary this date:
FRED K, WEIDNER
Fred L. Weidner, a former justice of the peace of Town of
Olive and one of the oldest and best known residents of
Ulster County died Wednesday at his home in the town of
Olive, in his 82nd year.  Mr. Weidner also was clerk of
School District No 8 for a number of years.  Being ill for
some time he had resided at the home of his nephew,
Charles H. Weidner.  A brother, the Rev. D.C.Weidner, is
pastor of Bloomington Reformed Church.  Several nieces
and nephews also survive.  Funeral services will be
conducted at the W.N.Conner Funeral Home on Fair Street,
Friday at 2pm by the Rev.J.Dean Dykstra, pastor of the Fair
Street Reformed Church of Kingston. Interment will be in
the Bushnell cemetery, West Shokan at 3:30pm where
further funeral rites wil be solemnized for the convenience
of elderly friends.

APRIL 29 Thursday  40/7am
Continued cool - Light rains this am. Part broke away pm
& again became overcast.  Wind light. Did usual morning
chores - This pm I cross plowed last years sweet corn patch
& this years sod potato ground, between old Hinkley house
& the cross road.   Alex Gwinn foned us about 11:30 that
his father Case W. Gwinn died this morning 4:45 of a
stroke.  He had evidently overdone himself yesterday
working in the yard of his home in Woodridge, New Jersey
& had a stroke at 6:36pm taken by Emergency Squad to



Hackensack Hosp.

APRIL 28  Friday  36/7am
42/11pm
Partly cloudy - cool - Shifting winds - Light rains.
Developed showery pm & blustery. Had squally around
3:30 followed by a cracking driving summer thunder
shower, left fringe of snow on Wittenbers - Cold - windy-
starlight evng.      Mort Roe & Ollie helped me butcher 2 of
my pigs. Took them to Phoenicia Market tonight one
dressed 84 & the other 85lbs. - total 169 @ .38lb - $64.22
& 8dz eggs @ .60 - $4.80.  Mort & Mary & Sarah Roe
went along & we saw exciting tense picture - To The Ends
of The Earth.  Based on the hiter to secret files of the US
Treas & Bureau of Narcotics, the Customs & Coast Guard.
 Fred L. Weidner buried 3:30pm Bushkill Cemetery.
Casket was open for view - brief service held.

MAY 1  Saturday
40/11pm

Continued real cool - Partly cloudy, raw northerly wind.
Squally off to north pm.  Cloudless bright starlight evng.
I finished the cross plowing begun Thursday, drawed off
load stone & disced the ground well.  Think I will seed oats
on the upper side sweet corn stubble.  Rec'd pr. Combs for
mother sent by Mrs. Longyear from Mariam.

MAY 2  Sunday 34/7am
46/12pm

A delightfully pleasant bright sunny day & early evng.
Becoming overcast. Light winds. Ice reported up Bushkill



this am.    I visited one of the far places near home, the
tumbled in 6 Malby Hollow Charcoal kilns for the first
time. Ollie & Jim Burgher went along. This industry
thrived at a time before my recollection along in the 70's &
1880s.  The trip is one of enchanting interest.  Wrote to
Mariam tonight.

MAY 3  Monday  46/7am
51/11pm

A pleasant calm day with considerable cloudiness.    I
spread load manure on corn ground and sowed oats & grass
seed on old sweet corn patch strip between old house and
road, upper side of potato ground strip.  Also picked off
load stone - Tired out tonight. Rec'd air letter Jeanne
Longyear in Mexico, D.F.  Also letter Mrs. Longyear with
some Mexico visit pictures.

MAY 4  Tuesday  46/7am
48/12pm

Pleasant cool work day. Wind light. Sunny with some high
overcast.     I disced the lower lot plowed sweet corn
ground patches am both ways.  PM I harrowed Ollie's
unplanted patches, boated down & helped her set out out
200 strawberry plants in her old garden - Senator Demlap -
Gem & Robinson varieties.  District School meeting
tonight. I was late getting home & tired out.

MAY 5  Wednesday  46/7am
44/12pm
Rained most of day steadily a light to moderate easy rain &
a cold one.      Mother isn't feeling her usual self today and



I had to bake my own pancakes this morning.  She was up
& down on cot several times during day. Evidently affected
by the weather & a cold.  I did chores & a variety of rainy
day jobs.  I made out IOOF Grand Comm per capita
assessment bills tonight.

MAY 6  Thursday  46/7am
54/11pm
 Serene bright cloudless sunny day - traces of light high
haze - Became overcast evng. Wind very light - Grand
work day.    Mother was about the house today & on the
cot. Eats very little & feels cold & achy especially in her
hip.  I did milking & separating. She got the meals.  Had
late pm call by Belle Burgher & her mother & Kathryn
Terwilliger.  I cut down an old pear tree in Ollie's garden,
before dinner & this pm spread on load manure & started
plowing last years corn stubble in orchard lot.

MAY 7  Friday  45/7am
46/12pm

An all day steady       , rainy, with heavy misty evng.  Cold
storm.     Did usual round of chores & this afternoon
Mother & I got paint mixed & I painted the kitchen ceiling
in about 2 ½ or ¾ hours.   Mother rec'd Mothers Day card
from Cornelia.  I sent orders Montgomery Ward & Sears
Roebuck.

MAY 8  Saturday  44/
44/12pm

Snow squalls on Wittenbergs. Mostly cloudy raw cold
blustery.     I did chores & painted kitchen doors & frames



am.   PM I spread load manure on corn stubble and got a
big strip plowed.  I rec'd Wood-Ridge paper from Alex.
Gwinn giving an account of his father's death.

MAY 9  Sunday  46/7am
58/11pm

Pleasant rather on the cool side, but warmer pm.
Considerable cloudiness as well as bright sunshine.  Winds
southerly, quite strong evng.   Did usual daily tasks. Had no
callers for Mother's Day.   I wrote letters Ed Terhune, Alex.
Gwinn & Jeanne Longyear.  Mother isn't feeling good  now
for 4th day.

MAY 10  Monday  58/7am
56/12pm
Considerable cloudiness with intermingled periods of real
warm sunshine.  Winds southerly & shifting. Mountain rain
showers or squalls pm.  Still evng.      I spread load manure
on corn ground stubble & plowed a wide strip pm. Tonight
went to Phoenicia & saw Nake City, showing the workings
of the NY Police Dept in solving a bathtub murder.  Tense
& keenly interesting.  The Kingston Leader ceased
publication as a daily to be merged with weekly Ulster
County News.   Rec'd refund 20.00 on stock Cert #C49 for
withdrawal of membership in Shawangunk Co-op Dairies
Inc.

MAY 11 Tuesday  56/7am
58/12pm

Sunny hazy very warm & humid. Became thunder showery
around to south latter pm.  We had just a wetting of rain. 



I took over load hog yard manure & spread on corn ground
pm & finished plowing. Loaded up the wagon again after
evening chores. Rec'd letter Kay & Dick.   I note the barn
swallows have returned & started building nests.  Wrote
"news" copy evng.

MAY 12  Wednesday  64/7am
56/11pm

Very warm & humid. Partly cloudy to cloudy. Threatening
showers. Became somewhat cooler during pm with a
breeze stirring.  I took over  2 big loads hog manure &
spread on corn ground. Loaded up wagon again after
supper

MAY 13 Thursday  54/7am
46/12pm
A cool rainy day & misty evng.   I finished painting the
kitchen woodwork & part of dining room.  Mother helped.
Glad to say she is feeling & looks better.  She milked both
cows night & morning, while I was busy with other work.

MAY 14  Friday  44/7am
45/12pm

 A rainy night and continued chilly rainy day - with an
afternoon thunder shower for good measure.  Aside from
doing chores I put in the day with Mother's help finished
painting the dining room woodwork.  I also re painted
stove water tank with aluminum & had previously done it
3/31/39.

MAY 15  Saturday  44/7am



41/11:30pm
Mostly cloudy. Chilly damp after the rain - Light showers
off around. Cloudless tonight with half moon & most like
frost.  Busy with chores all morning, including pulling wild
mustard. This pm I took over rain soaked wagon load hog
manure with the over week stable manure & spread on corn
ground, also disced over most of the field where not muddy
& the potato ground.  Then got load sawdust & put in hog
yard.  Mother milked both cows tonight as I was so late
getting back.

MAY 16  Sunday  44/7am
49/11pm

 A dreary chilly drenching rainy day.     Did usual chores.
Wrote birthday card for air mail to my grandaughter
Jeannie Longyear in Mexico City. She will be 5 the 21st. 
  Rev. Walter White baptized his daugher in law Mrs. Allan
White of Newburgh, at the pm service in the Baptist
Church.

MAY 17  Monday 52/7am
52/11pm

Wet night & continued misty and foggy this am with both
am & pm thunder showers.  Cleared evng.     Mother & I
painted the dining room wood work second coat.

MAY 18  Tuesday  52/7am
50/12pm
Mostly cloudy - with occasional warm sunshine - Light
afternoon squally showers. Chilly & blustery tonight.
Started repairs to dray sled.  This pm I spread  big cart load



manure on the rain soaked corn ground & pulled mustard
in 3 corner lot and above.  Wrote "news" copy this am.

MAY 19  Wednesday  44/7am
48/12pm

Brilliant cold windy & cloudless till mid pm when sky
became overcast from the north.   I cut a swarth of grass
along lower side of garden this am & mother raked it up for
cows.  I also did a big job both disc & spring tooth
harrowing the lower lot corn patches, also harrowed potato
ground in wonderful loose condition ready for planting.
43rd anniversary of the death of my grandfather, Martin
Henry Crispell, who wrote his signature into my life.

MAY 20  Thursday  40/7am
49/11:30pm
Another magnificent clear bracing cool day with brisk
Northerly wind, became overcast latter pm.  Wind
diminished evng & a little warmer.    Did chores & cut seed
potatoes this am.  This pm Ollie helped me get my potato
patch planted.  About 4 bu - used in 11 rows 1½ bags  6-
12-6 fertilizer. The 5 upper rows are Certified Katahadin
seed, 98lb bag that cost $5.00

The following is clipping found in diary for this date:
Editors Note:  This group of newsy news notes from West
Shokan is a milestone in the energetic and faithful news
coverage of correspondent Elwyn C. Davis.  For the past 20
years Mr. Davis has never failed to get his weekly budget
of news from the thriving village through to the Editor's
desk.  It has always been a pleasure to hear from Mr. Elwn



and to read his breezy comments of happenings in the
mountain village and township.  Thanks Mr. Davis and
congratulations for your splendid cooperation.  May our
pleasant relations continue on and on.

MAY 21 Friday  44.7am
46/11:30pm

Rained in night. Unsettled - Light pm showers - A warm
sun played hide & seek with clouds.  Rather windy. Chilly
tonight.      I drawed over cart load manure on corn ground
pm & harrowed the dryest paths.  Then got load sawdust
for hog yard.  The vote ton the Shandaken Olive School
Centralization plan held 3 - 8:30pm at Mt. Tremper Grange
Hall.  Plan carried by ________
Mother, Mary Roe, Ollie Burgher & I went up after supper
to vote "No"

MAY 22  Saturday  44/7am
46/11pm
 Cold - mostly cloudy.  Occasional patches of warm
sunshine. Northerly wind. All evng a magnificent full
moon played peek a boo behind the clouds.  Busy with
chores & odd jobs am.  I helped at Ollie's pm. Cleaned
brood sow's pen & spread the cart load manure. Cultivated
her strawberry patch & peas, also the potato patch, plants
here & there breaking ground, brought home load garden
shale & put in holes in driveway.

MAY 23 Sunday 54/7am
54/12pm

Morning & afternoon showers & rainy evng.  Warm



sunshine followed the early shower & became chilly raw
pm
I spent the pm going with Olive Post Legionaire's Vice
Comm. Joe Winkler & Irving Hesley flag decorating the
soldier graves in various Olive Cemeteries, also the
Palentown Cemetery. Charley Langer & his mother called
pm

MAY 24 Monday  52/7am
56/12pm

Murky muggy. Threatened showers held off till chore time
when came the deluge with light thunder & another shower
during evng.    I put in a tedious day repairing dray sled,
put in new ash right side pole frame.   Homer Markle Jr. &
Winnie came & put coat Kem Tone on dining room ceiling
& got room partly papered.

MAY 25  Tuesday  54/7am
48/11pm
Drenching downpour this morning and had showers on
during the day. Cleared beautifully at evening & cool.
I made a trip to Kingston sold 26 dz eggs @ .55 dz & 8 lb
butter @ .76lb.  I bought a garden duster at Montgomery
Wards $2.29

MAY 26  Wednesday  44/7am
48/12pm

Beautifully clear this am but later became partly cloudy &
looking showers - gradually faired away very pleasant &
calm pm Cloudless chilly tonight.    I spread big cart load
manure on corn ground before dinner & harrowed it & 2



lower patches pm borrowed Larry Kelder's good spring
tooth harrow.  Homer Markle Jr. & helper worked in dining
room & kitchen today.   Sold my red bull Ranger to Mr.
Rapphleya of Prattsville for $150.00

MAY 27  Thursday  50/7am
60/12pm
Clear & cool this am but afternoon part cloudiness
developed with late light showers.  All cleared late evng.
Warm sunshine which caused my face to sunburn.   This
pm Ollie helped me get a big job done marked out &
planted the 2 corn patches & put on acid ferilizer.  Planted
the lower strip with ____field corn & the up with big
White Evergreen, Bantam Evergreen & Golden Cross,
Cross Bantam sweet corn.     Homer Markle Jr & helper
finished the dining room & kitchen papering job & he
charged the exhorbitant price of $43.00

MAY 28 Friday  56/7am
60/12pm

Hazy, warm, partly cloudy, calm.   This am I put load
manure on and harrowed over corn field & finished putting
acid fertilizer on sweet corn hills.  Also planted lower end
of Ollie's potato patch with pop corn & golden cross
bantam sweet corn.  Also disced our weedy grassy garden.

MAY 29  Saturday  
62/11pm
Calm overcast with occasional light rains.  Ollie's white
brood sow Pill had a litter of 11 pigs last night & this
forenoon, with assistance of vetinary R.J.McCartney of



Ellenville, called early this am. I plowed and harrowed our
garden this forenoon. This pm I took small load manure
over on corn ground & picked off a load of stones.  Rec'd
air mail letter from Mariam in Mexico City.

MAY 30 Sunday  62/7am   Memorial Day
56/12pm

Rained in night - Murky still all day & evng. Somewhat
foggy evng. Rather cool.  Feeling tired & tried to rest up
some.     Mr & Mrs Longyear came up from Brooklyn
arriving about 2 pm & are staying over night.  Mother
served an excellent supper, canned chicken mashed
potatoes etc.  We took a ride down to the cemetery after
supper & called at Henry Winchell's coming home.

MAY 31 Monday  58/7am
54/11pm

Overcast still cool. Threatening  Light rains this am. Sun
broke thru latter pm.    Mr & Mrs Longyear & Mrs
Bostwick left this am 10 ocolock.  We enjoyed their visit.
Mr & Mrs Longyear told about their recent trip to Mexico
& showed a batch of photos.  I spread load manure on corn
ground am & this pm drawed  2 loads hog yard manure
from Ollie's spread on with her help.

JUNE 1  Tuesday  54/7am
54/11pm

Partly cloudy- calm. Moderately warm. All Beautifully
clear evng.       Spread on overnight stable manure &
harrowed over corn ground am. This pm Ollie & I marked
it out both ways 3'3" & got fratly planted with dent field



corn.  10 ocolock tonight getting down with milking &
separating.

JUNE 2  Wednesday  56/7am
56/11pm

Fair warm pleasant June weather. Wind light - Beautifully
clear & cool tonight.        I thoroughly harrowed our garden
this am. This pm Ollie helped me finish planting field corn,
also put in 6 rows of Evergreen fodder & a trial pkg of
Burpees Aristogold Bantam Evergreen (hybrid).  I also
made a trip to the PO store - and made poles for 45 tomato
plants.  After supper I cleaned out part of hen house,  on
wagon & spread some on part of garden.  Mother milked
the 2 cows morning & night.

JUNE 3 Thursday  54/7am
54/11pm
Another pleasant warm day, light winds. The day & evng
as a whole was partly cloudy.     I finished cleaning out
chicken house this am & re disced garden & made rows for
mother to plant onion sets. This pm Ollie & I put the load
of chicken manure litter with acid fertilizer added on the
corn hills. Also covered most of lower planted patches with
ashes & fertilizer on hills.  Rec'd letter Mrs. Longyear
thanking for their pleasant visit.

JUNE 4  Friday  56/7am
64/11pm

Partly cloudy. Light winds - Pleasant warm planting
weather - became all overcast evng.    I put in a full day -
Cultivated one way thru the lower corn patches where the



crows are paying respects, also did a thorough job putting
up scare twine - Also latter pm I plowed Anthony
Massimo's garden.

JUNE 5  Saturday  60/7am
44/12pm
Drenching showers this am - Clearing pm with fresh
northerly wind quieting evng & much cooler.     Mother &
I sprouted several bushels of potatoes down celler in bin
am.  This pm I spread cart load manure on unplanted sweet
corn end of corn field also plowed another strip for
Anthony Massimo on west side of his house.

JUNE 6 Sunday  44/7am
47/12pm

A delightfully brilliant still June day, becoming overcast
latter pm.  Cool & light fresh northerly wind.   Did daily
crop of chores. Mother milked both morning & evening.
I went up to Ed Averys am & he obligingly trimmed up my
hair.   This pm I attended church service with mother.
Young people from the Albany Ave Baptist Church,
Kingston.  Also the Ponkhockie Congregational church
took part. Rev. Walter White spoke.  Rev Winder & Rev
Osterhoudt Phillips also took part.  They had refreshments
in Basement before returning to Kingston.

JUNE 7  Monday
60/12pm

Arrived rainy and down poured till early pm.  Remainder
of day rather misty & dripping again tonight.  I kept busy
at rainy day barn jobs in variety.  Swept down cow stables



for one.  Finished writing air mail letter to Mariam am.

JUNE 8  Tuesday  59/7am
58/11pm

Partly cloudy breezy warm & humid. Thunder showery off
to south latter evng and soon reached here & made for a
rainy night.   I took my car up to Bert Winnie's garage to
have clogged & leaky radiator repaired.  Bert brot me
home.  This pm I spread cart load manure on sweet corn
ground & put up twine on corn field now in sprouting
stage.

JUNE 9  Wednesday 
54/11pm
Rainy night & this morning.  Sun came out awhile mid day
warm & humid.  Rainy again early evng.  The earth is
spongy with water.   Wrote news copy this am.  Did
various jobs, re toothed a hand hay rake.  This pm cut a
wagon load of grass at Ollie's for the cows & horses.

JUNE 10 Thursday  58/7am
56/12pm
Murky this forenoon. Faired away & sunny warm & muggy
pm. Fair pleasant still evng.      Busy with chores am. This
pm I spread cart load manure between potato rows &
harrowed gardens for Tony Massimo pm & marked out his
potato patch.  This am I also went up to Bert Winne's rode
with Lauren Boice & got my car. In addition to cleaning &
soldering radiator he greased the car & lightened brakes.
This evng I took Mort & Mary Roe, Mrs. Bedigian, Mrs.
Kizirian & Ollie to Phoenicia & saw Unconquered.



JUNE 11  Friday  56/7am

Overcast this am but partly cleared warm & humid. Fresh
shifting day winds. Quiet warm evng.     Altho garden is
sodden I marked out several rows which mother planted
am.  I did a big cultivating & garden marking out job at
Ollie's.  After supper I went over part of our unplanted
garden with Mollie & cultivator.

JUNE 12  Saturday  
58/12pm
Mostly sunny, warm.  Became overcast - calm latter pm &
rained a little tonight.    Did chores & worked in garden am
planted potatoes along the east & north sides also set 2
rows bean poles in north end & mother planted them & 2
rows bush limas.  This pm I spread load manure in potato
rows & gave the patch its first cultivating 3 times in row.
Had unexpected late pm delivery of 4 tons soil
conservation lime.  The truckmen piled it in garage.
Mrs.Jane Ann Burgher 94 Thurs. Town's oldest resident
died at 8pm in Orthmans Sanitarium Kingston.  
Daniel Ennist of Phoenicia died suddenly this am.

JUNE 13  Sunday  56/7am
48/12pm

Rainy night & continued this forenoon. Sun broke thru
latter pm. Cloudless still cool tonight - Half moon    Tired
out & tried to rest up some on cot.  Charley & Mrs. Langer
called pm



JUNE 14  Monday 50/7am
64/12pm
Beautifully clear this morning later becoming partly cloudy
- Warm.    I took wagon load of 41 bags lime from garage
over to storage in old Hinkley house am.  This pm I shovel
cultivated Ollie's beautiful rank patch of potatoes & we
weeded & hoed them.  A big tiresome job.  Cornelia Dick
& Norah arrived from Rome late supper time.  Rec'd letter
& check $28.95 from Mrs. Knorpp.

JUNE 15  Tuesday  
56/12pm
Warm - unsettled partly cloudy.  Threatening pm showers
by passed with a sprinkle.  Breezy. Cooler tonight.  
I spread load manure in potato rows am. This pm I attended
the funeral service 2 oco in Baptist Church for Mrs. Jane
Ann Burgher. There were 19 beautiful floral pieces.
Sermon by Rev. Merton S. Cady. Victor Lasher undertaker.
Interment Bushkill Cemetery. Singers were Jennie Kerr and
Mrs. Geo. Shimer - Hazel Bell, organist. The hymn sung,
Lead Kindly Light.  Bearers, Claude Bell, Lester S. Davis,
Joe Snyder & myself.

The following is clipping found in diary for this date:
MRS. JANE ANN BURGHER
Funeral services for Mrs. Jane Ann Burger, 95, one of the
oldest residents of the town of Olive, were held Tuesday
afternoon from the West  Shokan Baptist church. Interment
was in Bushkill cemetery.  Mrs. Burger was the wife of the
late Mathias Burger, who in his lifetime conducted a large
farm in the Bushkill section of West Shokan. She had the



distinction of being honorary member of the West Shokan
Ladies' Aid Society.  Four sons survive her: Herman W., of
Doylestown, Pa.; John S of Cohoes; Alonzo G of Kingston
and Edmund Burger of West Shokan; three daughters, Mrs.
Edna Moore of Rutherford, NJ, Mrs. Fred Toms of
Woodstock, and Mrs. Warren B. Hall of Summit, NJ  Also
10 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren.

JUNE 16  Wednesday  54/7am
54/11pm

Considerable high cloudiness, moderately warm & wind
light. Became cloudless real cool tonight.     I harrowed
over the unplanted end of corn field am and this pm Ollie
helped me mark out and plant it with 3 varieties of sweet
corn.  Also planted in the first planted patches below.
Bertha Duloff came & got 3 bu potatoes this evng for
planting at $2.00 a bu.  Paid.

JUNE 17  Thursday  53/7am
46/12pm
Partly cloudy, cool & warm intermittently. Light northerly
winds. Bustery light thunder shower developed from north
quarter late pm.  Real chilly tonite.  I took down crow
twine from corn field & cultivated twice in row cross wise
& started the other way.  Had delivery of 3 tons soil
conservation lime late pm.   Cornelia Dick & Norah left for
Waverly 10am.

JUNE 18 Friday  48/7am
60/12pm

Partly cloudy, unsettled - fresh southerly winds. Pleasantly



warm.    I put in the day cultivating, finished the big piece
twice in row both way am -- pm I took down the twine on
lower patches & cultivated.

JUNE 19  Saturday  56/7am
57/12pm
Drenching thunder shower around 430am  Murky this am.
Faired away mid day with fresh northerly winds.  Calm &
overcast evng.    Spread cart load manure in potato rows &
cut load grass for cows at Ollies pm.  This evng I attended
IOOF Lodge for the first in months.  Rec'd Father's Day
card from Jeanne Longyear saying she had arrived home
from Mexico 

JUNE 20  Sunday
54/12pm
A pleasant warm sunny day.  Winds light with some
cloudiness.  Cool and all clear evng with big almost full
moon lying far south.    Mother Ollie & I went after
strawberries this am over on the Hinkley place.  Had dandy
shortcake for both dinner & supper.

JUNE 21 Monday
56/11pm
Warm sunny with fresh northerly wind murked over later
pm & wind stilled.  Big red full moon hangs low in the
south tonight - real cool.     I planted pumpkin & squash
seeds in the corn & potatoes & put in the day cultivating
lower lot patches.  Rec'd wonderful newsy letter from
Mariam written June 17th also card from Cornelia.
Republican Nation Convention opened in Phila



JUNE 22  Tuesday  55/7am
60/11pm
Cool - Still - overcast all day.   Spread cart load manure in
potato rows am. This pm I cultivated various patches for
Ollie, giving her luxuriant potatoes a final going through.
A report was circulated that another plane had crashed in
the west side area caused a fruitless all night search by
State Troopers.  Wrote "news" copy evng.

JUNE 23  Wednesday  55/7am
56/12pm

Continued very cool. Arrived rainy & had thunder shower
this am & plenty rain. Mussy pm & murky tonight.  Wrote
air mail letter to Mariam this am also sent Birthday card to
Cornelia with 2.00 enclosed.  Mother also wrote a letter.
Today is Mother's 61st wedding anniversary.  She recalls
the weather was rainy.  Mother made a delicious strawberry
shortcake for our supper.  Recd card Cornelia.

JUNE 24  Thursday 60/7am
70/12pm
Sudden transformation to hot humid summer weather.
Sunny still & part cloudy.  Became breezy pm & thunder
showery continuing evng.  We had blustery drenching pm
rain.     I took 3lb butter to Mrs. Bedigian am above
Bushkill bridge.  Also spread cart load manure in potato
rows. Helped Ollie plant some beans pm before the storm
broke.    Governor Thomas E. Dewey (46) 1944
Republican candidate unanimously nominated on third
ballot roll call this evng at the National Republican



Convention in Philadephia.

JUNE 25  Friday  68/7am
62/12pm

Continued warm & humid Northerly winds, partly to
mostly cloudy, all clearing, calm evng.   I mowed &
cleaned up the chicken yard & along side.  Not feeling up
to par & took it easy after dinner.  Later I cultivated thru
the garden & marked out the north end for sweet corn.  I
heard at 10pm the broadcast of the heavy weight 15 round
fight in Yankee Stadium, New York City, where Joe Louis
knocked out in 11 round challenger Jersey Joe Wolcott
(negro) successfully defending his World Championship 25
times in 11years.  Louis announced this is his last fight.
Both men are 34 - Louis is a war veteran.    Gov. Earl
Warren of California nominated Vice Pres on second ballot
on the closing of Republican Natl. Convention in Phila.

JUNE 26  Saturday  62/7am
66/12pm
One of those lazy day like when time seems to stand still -
Partly to mostly cloudy with periods of hot sunshine.  Had
a sprinkle shower late pm.    Planted north end of garden
with yellow Evergreen sweet corn & beans.  Spread
manure between potato rows & got cart load sawdust.
Also helped Ollie spray her fine stocky patch of potatoes &
cut grass for cows.  Mrs. Nacny Silkworth Bell , lifelong
native resident died pm at her home in Shokan aged 89+
yrs. - Widow of Nelson Bell who died several yrs. Ago.

JUNE 27  Sunday  64/7am



67/12pm
Murky - occasional sprinkles - Southerly wind.    Did
chores and gave Ollie a hand planting winter beans.
Charley Langer & mother called, also Ben Shultis of
Wittenberg.  This evening I attended the Olive Bridge
church I.O.O.F. Annual memorial service - sponsored by
Shokan Lodge, & the Olive Rebekahs.  Full house
attendance. Art Trowbridge Master of Ceremonies. Rev.
W.R.Peckham of Kingston delivered the address. Dr.
Frederick Snyder, present, spoke briefly (noted lecturer)
Rev. Coons of Shokan Reformed Church offered prayer.
Rev. Conklin of Olive Bridge read scriptures about
Johnathan & David in 2nd Samuel, also delivered
benediction.

JUNE 28 Monday  70/7am
Hot humid lowry August like weather. Afternoon &
evening thunder showery. We had several light rains.      I
spread cart load manure in rows finishing the patch &
cultivated the potatoes 3 times in row, also got cart load
sawdust before dinner.  This pm I machine mowed some
grass at Ollie's & brought some home on top saw dust.

JUNE 29  Tuesday  78/7am
82/12pm
Beastly hot humid weather, somewhat breezy. Expected
showers by passed.  The forenoon alternated with torrid
sunshine & shadows. All sunny pm.     I put in the
sweltering day cultivating corn with Molly.  Funeral
services 2pm for Mrs. Nancy Bell at the family home in
Shokan  Sermon by Rev. Edw. Winder, Kingston Baptist



minister.

The following is from clipping  in diary this date:  MRS.
NANCY S. BELL
Mrs. Nancy Silkworth Bell, wife of the late Nelson Bell,
died at her home in Ashokan on Saturday, June 26. She
was one of the oldest residents of the town of  Olive having
passed her 89th year.  Two sons survive, Jervis of Kingston
and Justin Bell of Hurley; two daughters, Mrs. Frank A.
Sharwell and Miss Chloe Bell of Ashokan, a
granddaughter, Miss Virginia Bell and a sister, Mrs. Lucas
Palen of Mt. Tremper.  Rev. Edward V. Winder of the First
Baptist church, Kingston, officiated at the services held
from the late residence on Tuesday afternoon.  Interment
was in the Mt. Pleasant cemetery at Cold Brook.

JUNE 30  Wednesday 72/7am
70/12pm

Another hot breezy sunny day, but not so sweltering as
Tuesday. PM thunder showers in distance - overcast
tonight & still.   I spread load manure in potato rows &
went thru with small plow & shovel cultivated am.  This
pm Ollie helped hill up the patch & I sowed in turnip seed.
A big job done.  Early blight is noticable.   I raked up &
brought home jag feeding hay I cut at Ollie's.  John
Warren, second child born to Mr & Mrs Oliver Tweedy of
Hurley.

JULY 1 Thursday  68/7am
64/12pm

Partly to mostly cloudy, breeze - not so warm and humid as



yesterday. Cleared pleasantly cool evng.   I finished going
thru the main corn field twice in row both ways with
diggers teeth and shovel cultivated the lower patches both
ways.   After supper I started haying, mowed the heavy
rank hay still out along entrance driveway, also about the
house & patch by currant bushes.

JULY 2  Friday  60/7am
50/12pm

A magnificent pleasantly cool breezy day & cloudless still
evng.    I did a big days work. Tedded hay, repaired tedder,
got wagon load sawdust for bedding, put new shaves
tongue in hay rake & raked up the nicely cured hay for over
night.   Woodland Acres Hunting & Fishing Club opened
for business.

JULY 3 Saturday  56/7am
62/11pm

Considerable forenoon cloudiness - mostly sunny pm  All
clear evng.  Wind light, comfortably cool.   I worked curing
the winrowed hay am & this pm Lauren Boice helped me
get in the barn in good shape in 2 small loads & cleaned up
rakings - Also spread cart load manure on stubble by
currant bushes.  This evng I attended Republican caucus at
Thiebauth's store. Lester S. Davis chairman - myself
Secretary. Delegates to attend County Convention next
Saturday are Pauline Lortz, Lottie Hesley, myself
E.C.Davis.

JULY 4  Sunday  60/7am
62/11pm



Clear, dry - typical summer weather. Cool, clear evng. 
Feeling tired, but had plenty chores etc to do.  Mr & Mrs
Longyear and daughter Jeanne arrived from Brooklyn
about 2pm.  They took Mother & I for a little ride after
supper.

JULY 5  Monday  60/7am
Partly cloudy, hot & humid. Became thunder showery pm
We had a good sprinkle and a brief dashing rain milking
time.    Mr & Mrs Longyear & Jeanne left for Bklyn shortly
after 10am.  I mowed hay at Ollie's on both sides of the
road.  Mrs. Anna C. Secor, of Ashokan, wife of Civil War
Veteran, died at her home at age of 97 - Olive's oldest
resident.

JULY 6  Tuesday
66/12pm

Hot sunny this am.  Thunder showery pm & rainy again
tonight. Drenching blustery thunder showers from north
quarter early pm.   Very severe storm veered around to
north Kingston way.  Lem Boice's barn at Sawkill burned
by lightning.  Sent Gaye birthday card with $2 - Mother
rec'd card & letter from Mariam.  Today, the occasion of
my Dear Mother's 80th birthday she recd a shower of
greeting cards, calls from neighbors, several phone calls &
gifts, which includes from Mr & Mrs Longyear & Mr &
Mrs Kizirian, Sunday.

JULY 7  Wednesday  58/7am
50/12pm

Cloudy this morning clearing & turning decidedly cooler



pm.  Chilly & cloudless tonight.    I worked at the cut hay
at Ollie's and after supper raked it.  This pm I mowed the
field behind our barn.  Mother rec'd 4 more birthday cards.

The following clippings found in diary this date:  MRS
ANNA C. SECOR
Funeral services were held this afternoon for Mrs. Anna C.
Secor, 97, of Ashokan, town of  Olive, who died at her
home on Monday.  Elder Arnold Bellows of West  Hurley
conducted the services at the Old School Baptist church at
Shokan.  Interment in the Winchell cemetery, Ashokan.
Mrs. Secor was the widow of the late Robert S. Secor, a
veteran of the Civil War.  One son Edwin Secor of
Ashokan survives her with five grandchildren and four
great grandchildren.
BOICE BARNS BURN ON SAWKILL ROAD
One of the results of the lighning accompany the storm
Tuesday afternoon was the setting on fire of five buildings
on the Lemuel Boice farm on the Sawkill road.  Mr. Boice
estimates his loss at near $9,000.  Two large barns were
destroyed by fire with their contents, together with the
other smaller structures.  Fortunately the cattle were out in
the field at the time.  

JULY 8  Thursday  54/6:30am
56/12pm

Col pleasant lazy spotted day - Sunshine & shadows,
mostly sunny pm.  Gloriously clear & cool evng with new
moon over the Wittenbergs.   Lauren Boice helped me get
the hay at Ollies , nice load.  I also teded over the field



behind barn twice and raked it latter pm.  Tonight went to
Phoenicia and saw comedian Red Skelton in The Fuller
Brush Man, late show.  I took Mort & Mary Roe,
Mrs.Kirzirian & Ollie Burgher.  This is my grandaughter
Gaye C. Longyears 7th birthday.  Mother recd more cards
today.

JULY 9  Friday 55/7am
62/11pm

Another lovely day - Mostly sunny - clear cool evng. -
winds light.  Clearned up the field behind barn with the hay
in fine condition. Had 4 loads & jag rakings. Joey
Massimo, Lauren Boice &  Ollie helped.  Paid Lauren
$6.00.  This evng I went down to Bill Lortz's and got my
hair cut .50

The following clipping was found in diary this date:
BENNETT ANNOUNCES NEW SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
John H. Moehle of Middleville, former supervising
principal of the West Canada Valley Central School in
Herkimer county, has been named new supervising
principal of Central School District No.1 in the 4th
supervisory district in Ulster County, it is announced by 
R.R.Bennett.  Moehle will assume his new office August
1.
A veteran of World War II, he was graduated from St.
Lawrence University and served in Herkimer for the past
10 years.
During the recent reorganizational meeting Fred D. Cure of
Pine Hill was elected president; Justus North of Shokan
elected clerk.  Appointments include Miss Jane Gulnac of



Ashokan as secretary to the principal.  She served two
years in the administrative offices of Kingston schools.
William C. Davis, Olive Bridge was appointed collector
and Mrs. Janie Silkworth of Olive Bridge treasurer.
Two committees are working on the possibility of securing
temporary offices for the board and for a site for the
proposed new central school building approved recently by
the voters of the consolidated districts.

JULY 10  Saturday  64/7:30am
64/12pm

Hot drying hay weather - Sunny & wind light. Cloudless
evng & cooler.    I went to Kingston with Supervisor
Claude Bell as delegate to the Republican County
Convention. A rather hot trip. Had an excellent dinner at
McCabes, across from Court House.  Senator Arthur
H.Wicks Chairman - James F.Simpson Clerk - unanimous
. nominations were Jay LeFever, US Senator, John F.
Wadlin, assemblyman, both re- nominated.  Sutton for
County Clerk, Ernest Kelly, Coroner.  I cultivated the
garden after getting home.     35 years ago today I bought
my first automobile in Kingston a Ford Model T touring
for which I paid $600 cash

JULY 11 Sunday 
68/12pm

Hot dry atmosphere. Part cloudy - but mostly sunny.  Wind
light - Clear evng.   Went down to Skin Davis store this am
and had flat nubby left rear tire changed & new tube put in.
Rested on cot after dinner.  Later pm I mowed a chunk of
hay from north side of garden out along path & tedded it.



JULY 12  Monday
70/12pm
Hot & humid - A dashing noon time shower came suddenly
- It was thundery about most of afternoon. Murky tonight.
  I drawed out manure on grass stubble, unfortunately cut
another chunk of hay & got wet.  This pm I worked in
garden hoed up the potatoes & mother & I set out 40
cabbage plants. I also got a cart load saw dust for bedding.
Sanford Bell's 89th birthday.  The Democratic National
Nominating Convention opened in Philadelphia.

JULY 13  Tuesday
70/12pm
We had a drenching 7am showers and frequent lighter rains
throughout the muggy humid day & evng.    I kept busy at
chores and odd jobs - picked some peas at Ollie's this pm.
I heard part  of the 15th annual All Star ball game thispm
played at Sportsmans Park St.Louis.  The American League
won over the Nationals 5-2.  Their 11th win in the 15
games.

JULY 14  Wednesday
56/12pm

Partly cloudy. Occasional warm bright spells of sunshine.
Rather hazy tonight & still. Light northerly day winds.   I
worked at the cut hay tedded it several times & raked in
winnows for over night.  After dinner I cultivated Ollie's
gardens.  This evng. I got Skin Davis truck & took Ollie's
hog "Pill" over to Wagars beyond Krumville & got her
bred.  Fee $1.00  Mort Roe & Ollie went along. President



Harry Truman and Albin Barkley nominated for President
& Vice President on Democratic ticket.

JULY 15  Thursday  56/7am
56/12pm
Magnificent clear and pleasantly cool with light southerly
winds.  Cloudless moonlight cool evng.  I opened up
tedded & re raked the hay before dinner - This pm Lauren
Boice & I cleaned up with 2 good loads & jag rakings.  I
mowed late up the upper part of woods corner, heavy stand
alfalfa & timothy.  A big busy days work.    Gen. John J.
Pershing famous World War I Gen of the Armies of the
United States died 3:50am in Walter Reed Hosp
Washington DC at age 87.

JULY 16  Friday
69/12pm

Partly cloudy. Warmer than yesterday. Breezy pm & evng.
All clear tonight.   I got the cut hay quite well cured. This
afternoon I also shovel cultivated the field corn for its final
going thru. Latter pm Lauren Boice helped me get in the
hay 2 loads including rakings. Let the last load on wagon.

JULY 17  Saturday
64/12pm
Murky, threatening. Sun broke thru latter pm & all cleared
evng. Big mellow warm moon.     My big  job today was
dusting my patch of potatoes. Drawed out manure.   I
attended Installation tnight at Shokan IOOF Lodge #491
Jack D. Pakanen and staff of Saugerties in charge.  The
weather is indeed in fraet contrast to that of the Jan



installation where it was 20 below zero.   Lester Lawrence
and James McGlocklin re installed as Noble & Vice
Grands.  Alonzo Davis, Warden. Abram Smith, Conductor.
A.E.Trwbridge RSNG. Wm.Jordan LSNG. 
RSS Chas Gustavson   LSS Edw. Weldt  IG Chas Smith
OG Wm.Stephens   Chaplain myself ECDavis
RSVG               LSVG

JULY 18  Sunday  66/7am
61/12pm

Unsettled, warm - August like weather. Murk & sunshine.
Lovely clear still evng. Big mellow moon. Thunder shower
off below High Point pm.  Tried to rest up some. Cool
tonight.  There was also heavy rain showers pm between
Boiceville & Phoenicia.           Mr and Mrs Ed. Terhune
with daughter Dorothy & son Buck of Mt.Vernon paid
mother & I a surprise mid day call.  After supper I mowed
the rest of the woods corner.  

JULY 19 Monday  64/7am
60/12pm
The day was marked by considerable cloudiness with
passing rain showers around to the north end of reservoir
pm & further up the Valley.  Pleasantly warm.  Clearing
cool moonlight night.  I put in a busy day tedding and
raking the cut hay. I also mowed the big field below the
Dolan house for Raymond Bell on shares.

JULY 20  Tuesday  60/7am
70/12pm
Warmer, partly cloudy - breezy. Hot drying hay weather



pm.  Hazy full moon tonight.   Worked at the hay curing et.
Raked the Dolan field before dinner. This pm with Lauren
Boice & Raymond Bell helping cleaned up the 2 loads in
excellent shape in woods corner.  Also got load my share
from Dolan's - I paid Lauren $4.00   Today is 10th
anniversary of the injury to my left hand in hay mow
pulley.

JULY 21  Wednesday  70/7am
64/7pm

Hot - humid - August like threatening weather. Mid day
rain off north. Thunder shower early evng with light rain
but pleasantly refreshing.  Mowed chunk of hay below
garden & worked at it.  Drawed out manure & got cart load
sawdust.

JULY 22 Thursday  64/7am
Partly cloudy warm winds gentle - Rather threatening pm.
  Put in a busy day making hay.  I mowed the upper part of
side hill & Lauren Boice helped me get in 2 loads below
garden pm.

JULY 23  Friday 
64/12pm

Murky-muggy-misty rainy this am & continued till early
pm.  Brief dashing drenching shower at 1pm.  Clear cooler
evng.   Mother & I sent Mariam birthday card air mail with
note from us & two crisp dollar bills enclosed.  Busy with
chores & odd jobs.  Set out more cabbage plants pm. Have
garden space filled with full 300 plants set.



JULY 24  Saturday  62/7am
54/12pm
Brisk northerly wind diminishing. Partly cloudy.  Bright
clear atmosphere a very pleasant day. Cloudless still & real
cool tonight.  Drawed out manure on grass stubble -
Worked at the cut hay.  Turned the mowed oats. This pm
Lauren Boice helped me get the 2 loads in & I raked the
rakings - After supper I mowed another chunk along side
hill.  Paid Lauren $5.00.  This is Mariam & Bob's 11th
wedding anniversary.

JULY 25  Sunday  6/7:45am
54/12pm
Partly cloudy - Fresh cool northerly wind. Bright clear
atmosphere.  All clearing at evng & still & cool.     I
worked at the hay mowed the remaining corner at bottom
of hill. Tedded & raked the hay.  After supper Mother & I
got a load in excellent condition.  Mrs. Kizirian and sister
Mrs. Bedigian called this evng for butter.

JULY 26  Monday  58/7am
Clear early becoming overcast threatening all day - Rainy
evng warmer & muggy.    Lauren Boice & I cleaned up the
hay under the hill and rakings in small load before dinner.
This pm I raked up the oats & we got them in one load &
put in woodshed mow.  A big days work & nice clean up.
I paid Lauren $5.00.   This is my Dear Father's birthday,
born 1859 - Died 1934.   Don Bishop has a bulldozer
breaking ground for a building on his land strip under the
hill along 28A.



JULY 27  Tuesday  70/7am
76/12pm
Hot & humid, partly cloudy, breezy. Expected showers
didnt materialize.     I hoed sweet corn in garden am.  This
pm I mowed the heavy hay behind old barn & cleaned up
around & mowed out the old cross road over to Bishop's
forbidding fence.  Certainly a hot lonesome job.

JULY 28 Wednesday  71/7am
64/12pm

Less hot and humid than yesterday.  Partly cloudy - more
sunny latter pm & cloudless & cool evng.    I mowed the
hay in orchard lot.  Kept tedder going & raked hay behind
old barn.  Also drawed out manure.  Wrote weekly "news"
copy this am.   This evng took Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie
to Phoenicia movies.  Good snappy western feature  The
Dude Goes West.

JULY 29  Thursday
64/12pm
A super excellent hay day.  Clear dry atmosphere with light
northerly wind. Still clear & cool evng.    I worked curing
& cutting more hay. Mowed the hay in lower lot and along
corn field east side.  Lauren Boice helped this pm & we
drawed two loads.  All but rakings from behind old barn &
orchard lot.  Rec'd air mail letter & pictures of the family
group, Mariam & Bob, Gaye Jeannie & Bobby 3rd, also
one of Bobby alone, looks like a lusty youngster.

JULY 30 Friday 69/7am
80/11pm



Hot - humid - Breezy - Considerable cloudiness.  Overcast
evng. Breezy & hot.     Lauren Boice and I worked at the
hay we drawed 2 well cured loads pm.  Cleaned up on the
old farm, now only remains the 3 corner lot.

JULY 31  Saturday  72/7am
62/12pm
Excellent hay drying weather - Some cloudiness, brisk dry
westerly wind.  I mowed tedded & raked the 3 corner lot
hay & Lauren Boice & I drawed a big load in well cured
condition.  Had stands in barn on wagon. Big opening
dance tonight at Woodland Acres pavilion, under auspices
Olive Chamber of Commerce.  Mr & Mrs Wm Davis and
family of            are spending their first night in their new
bungalow at the top of the hill above us.  She is Mrs. James
Harrison's sister.

AUGUST 1  Sunday  62/7am
72/11pm

Continued fair, dry and breezy. Lovely mid summer
weather.   Tried to rest up some.  I put off the load of hay
this am. Did usual daily chores.  Charley Langer & his
mother called this pm.   Maralyn Dudley 17 and Freddie
Cook seriously injured at 1:30 this am in a motor cycle
spill on plank road near Walker Farm west of  Kingston.

AUGUST 2  Monday 62/7am
64/12pm

Partly cloudy - another drying day. Some breezy. Still
evng.   Lauren Boice helped me get the remaining load of
hay with rakings on 3 corner lot which finishes our haying.



I gave Laruen $15.  This latter pm I mowed Ollie Burgher's
little meadow as for several years past.  The usual water is
dried up.  Mr. Allan Murphy, representative of the Electra
Protection Co Inc called to see me in regard to installing
lightning rod protection on our barn.  The price to be
$201.00

AUGUST 3  Tuesday  60/7am
64/12pm

Moderately warm.  Partly cloudy to all overcast pm.  It
looked like much needed rain.  Still.  I mowed Lauren
Boice's hay this am & this pm we cleaned up Ollie's little
meadow also his in 2 small loads.  Ollie wasn't working
this pm & gave us a hand.   Alex Gwinn with his 16 yr old
daughter Barbara and 11 yr old son Allan called on us.
They were up from New Jersey on bycicles.

AUGUST 4  Wednesday  61/7am
62/10pm

Partly cloudy still. Pleasant moderately warm weather, but
still no rain.  Starlight cool evng.  Im feeling that let down,
no steam after a month's grind haying.  Wrote weekly news
copy this am.  This pm I cleaned up hedgerow brush over
to the other place.  Took my time & didn't dull my sythe
customarily.

AUGUST 5  Thursday  64/7am
58/11:15pm

Overcast & threatening with occasional sprinkles.  It finally
settled in to raining during the afternoon & had a grand
soaking fall for several hours & started in again 11



ocolock. Real cool tonight.      I put in a day of odd &
needed jobs done, including getting a cart load of sawdust.

AUGUST 6  Friday  58/7am
54/11pm
Rained along most of night - Overcast cold & windy am,
broke away noon time.  Became cloudless evng & wind
quieted. First chill of autumn premeates the atmosphere. 
  I cut brush along woods corner am.  Helped clean up
Ollie's strawberry patch pm

AUGUST 7 Saturday  61/7am
48/12pm

Pleasantly cool day, partly cloudy - northerly wind. Still
cloudless evng. Real Cool.  I mowed and gathered alone a
nice jag of hay on the back field of the Dolan farm.

AUGUST 8  Sunday  44/7am
55/12pm

Partly cloudy. Cool pleasant day. Wind light. A lazy day -
of shadows and sunshine - cloudless cool evng with
glowing growing new moon over crest of South Mtn.
Rested up some today.  Charley & Mrs. Langer called pm
also Stewart Jones and friends.  Ephriam Krum (79) leflong
Olive resident & former Supt of Highways, in poor health
for some time found dead this am on bedroom floor at
home of his son Harry in Olive Bridge.  Funeral 2pm for
Geo. Shaffer (54) at Samsonville Church, husband of
Maude Shurter of Samsonville.  Interment Krumville
Cemetery.



AUGUST 9  Monday  54/7am
54/11pm

Partly cloudy cool - a lazy day. Sprinkle showers evident
pm.  Glorious clear cool still evng.   Im feeling let down
today, sort of a cold achy like, but kept busy pretty much.
Drawed out manure & got cart load sawdust, also
cultivated cabbage patch in garden.

AUGUST 10  Tuesday  50/7am
50/12pm

Continued pleasantly cool weather. Partly cloudy, calm. All
clear chilly evng.  Lauren Boice, aluminum painted our
house north end gables.  I helped him with the ladders
along with splitting up firewood handy by.  I gave him
$5.00.   This evng  I attended IOOF burial service for Bro
Ephriam Krum, at he home of his son Allan Krum in Olive
Bridge, former residence of the late Geo. Bishop.  About
25 members were present.  Mr Krum was a member of
Shokan Lodge over 50 years.  Arthur Trowbridge, as Noble
Grand & myself as Chaplain conducted the service.
My old friend Dr. John C. Gross of Phoenicia (retired) died
this pm at his home in Cold Brook.

AUGUST 11  Wednesday  50/7am

Clear this am cool becoming overcast pm with south
westerly wind. Rainy, drenching evng, with thunder &
sharp lightning flashes.  I drawed out manure, got cart load
sawdust for hog yard. Helped Ollie get rows in her garden
ready to set out kale & did some repair work in her pig
yard.



AUGUST 12  Thursday 
64/10pm

Drenching driving rains this morning from the south.  It
reminded of an equinoctial storm. Faired away hot pm
sunshine. Thunder shower off to south, early evng.
Clearing cool - bulging half moon.  I wrote several postals
& a letter to Sears during the mornings rain.  This pm I
helped Ollie set out patch of kale plants & picked ½ bu
beans for green canning.   Rec'd letter Cornelia.

The following clipping was found this date in diary:
Dr. John C. Gross, retired physician of Phoenicia, died at
his summer home in cold Brook Tuesday afternoon.  He
was born in New York city and first practiced medicine at
Dobbs Ferry.  He then removed to Phoenicia where he had
practiced until his retirement three years ago.  Although he
had been in failing health, his death will come as a shock
to a host of friends throughout the Town of Shandaken
which he had served for more than 40 years.  Besides his
wife, Anna T. Murray Gross, he is survived by two sons,
Conrad J. And Edward J. Gross, both of Kingston, and a
sister, Mrs. Elsa Moran of New York.  The funeral will be
held from the residence of Mrs. H.G. Breithaupt,
Chichester road, Friday at 9am and at the Church of St.
Francis De Sales where at 9:30am a Mass of requiem will
be offered for the repose of his soul.  Burial will be in St.
Francis de Sales Cemetery. 

AUGUST 13  Friday 
64/12pm



Partly cloudy warm. Clouds look showery to north.  Fresh
northerly wind pm.  Still pleasant moonlight evng, later
becoming overcast.  Split wood and made repairs to Ollie's
pig yard fence.  The Olive Fire Dept & Ladies Auxiliary
are holding a bazaar tonight & tomorrow evng at the new
Olive Bridge Fire House.

AUGUST 14  Saturday  64/7am
62/12pm

Partly cloudy - Northerly wind. Blustery light rain squalls
pm.  A 2/3 full moon played peek a boo amoung the dark
clouds this evng.  Did routine of chores, drawed out
manure & split firewood.  Rec'd cards Cornelia & Dick on
week end trip from Rome NY to Montreal, Canada.

AUGUST 15  Sunday  60/7am
60/12pm

A magnificent quiet bright sunny day and cloudless  cool
moonlight evng.      Lester Personeus paid us a surprise
visit this morning & had breakfast.  After chores we took
a ride to head of Watson Hollow & then up to the old
Hover Mill site and two lower Malby Hollow coal kilns. 
I went over and had dinner with Mr & Mrs Henry
Winchell.  The Langers also Kathryn VanNess called pm.
Mother & I wrote to Mariam this evng.

AUGUST 16  Monday  54/7am
61/12pm

Fair suny drying day. Some overcast - wind light.
Moonlight cool tonite.  Ollie and I went on High Point after
huckleberries, but in that way the trip was a dismal failure,



as only an occasional blue berry was to be seen, and some
dried up crackers.  The majestic scenery altho hazy, toward
the eastern horizon, was well worth the "fruitless" trip.  As
heretofore I carved my initials or name and date.  I have
been going on High Point over a period of 47 years.
Thousands more have done likewise & hundreds of
bushels, not not thousands of the famous High Point
huckleberries have been carried off.     George Herman
"Babe Ruth" famous home run king of the New York
Yankees died tonight of cancer of throat.  He had been sick
2 years.

AUGUST 17  Tuesday  56/7am
58/12pm

Part cloudy warm & mostly sunny.  Cool romantic still
moonlight night.  Wrote news copy.  Mother & I ranked up
firewood under shed.  Drawed out load manure on grass &
I also hoed our cabbage patch.  Mr & Mrs Ed Terhune
called noon time.  They are renting a bungalow in Shokan.
Mrs. Sarah Dwyer, our old neighbor called on mother this
pm.  This evng I took Mort & Mary Roe, Mrs. Kizirian &
Ollie to Phoenicia - Saw wonderful color picture The
Green Grass of Wyo.

AUGUST 18  Wednesday  56/7am
66/12pm

Partly cloudy but mostly sunny.  Warmer & more humidity
- Southerly wind.  Over east evng.    I put in the day other
than doing chores split and ranked up firewood with
Mother's help.   Ulster County Fiar held at Forsyth Park
Kingston.  The high lights were broadcast over Kingston



Station WKNY.  Yesterday & today some 150 000  filed
past the bier of Babe Ruth in the rotunda of Yankee
Stadium which he helped to build by the home runs of his
mightie bat.

AUGUST 19 Thursday  64/7am
65/12pm

Rainy this morning partly clearing later - Unsettled - still
atmosphere.    I had our barn installed with lightning rods,
aluminum cable - Installation chief A.E.Collins and
assistant Mr. Wilkins did the job of the Electra Protection
Co.,Inc of 11 North Pearl St. Albany, NY - Price paid cash
198.99       After supper Lottie Hesley & I were up to look
at condition of the Boiceville Picnic grounds.  Lottie is
Vice President of the Re-union Assn. & is taking Charley's
place who was President.   Funeral this am for Babe Ruth
in St. Patrick's Cathedral NY City  Interment in Gate of
Heaven Cemetery.

AUGUST 20  Friday  64/7am
Murky - occasional showers - mussy evng.     Put in the day
mostly splitting & piling firewood.  The Ed. Terhune
family called this am.    Recd air mail letter from Mariam
with excellent picture of Bob & Bobby 3rd.  I wrote right
back tonite.

AUGUST 21  Saturday  62/6:30am
63/12pm

Murky foggy this am but broke away hot and sunny.  Still -
Beautiful clear cool moonlight evng.      Besides daily
chore routine I split wood & drawed out manure & got cart



load sawdust.  I attended  I.O.O.F. Lodge tonight, & then
called on Pete Crawford.  Mrs. Jennie Beesmer of
Krumville, widow of John B. Beesmer died at Benedictine
Hosp.  Funeral to be held Tuesday at Lasher's in
Woodstock.  Interment Krumville Cemetery.

AUGUST 22  Sunday  63/7am
63/12pm

Fair this am still. Thunder showery around all afternoon,
but no rain in the valley.  Moonlight cool night.  I went
with Ed.Terhune and son Bryant on a trip to the air plane
wreck up Maltby Hollow, where we ate lunch in a
drenching thunder shower.  Coming back we missed the
trail and came out on the Moonhaw side of the side along
the left fork of the stream.  There modern style logging
operations are being carried on for ash timber, which is
being trucked to Kingston for manufacturing.  Mrs. Langer
& Charley had supper with Mother & I in honor of his
birthday tomorrow.

AUGUST 23  Monday  60/7am
64/11pm

Sunny, pleasant southwesterly wind am.  Still & humid pm.
Clear still warm evng - moonlight.   I helped Ollie dig
potatoes.  The vines are dead of blight & dry weather -
which prevented the tubers from normal size development,
but they are smooth & numerous.

AUGUST 24  Tuesday  
70/11pm

Fair hot humid. Light pm breeze - Still warm evng.      I



drawed out manure this am & did chores.  This pm & evng
12-9pm I served as Chairman of the Board of Inspectors
Presidential fall primary Election.  Olive District No.2.
Pete Crawford brot me up home after closing up around
10:30.  Elmer F. Davis, who served last year as one of the
Democratic Inspectors, died of cancer at 7:05pm at his
home in Olive Bridge.

AUGUST 25  Wednesday  65/7am
78/11pm

Hottest weather of the year.  Clear & sweltering hot - Some
afternoon breeze. Cloudless warm still evng.      I went to
Kingston with Election Returns.  Went down to Dwyers
shipyard in Rondout & got a supply of boat pitch for hog
butchering .12lb   I also called to see Dear Minnie Every in
bed helpless with stroke at 213 E.Chester St.  It was an
exceptionally hot trip but had no car trouble.

AUGUST 26  Thursday  76/7am
72/12pm

Cloudless day & night. Sweltering hot not much breeze pm
& still evng.   Magnificent half moon in the old    
I mowed some second cutting am to feed up off wagon.
This pm I cemented rat holes in Ollie's celler & started
putting 1" mesh wire over hen house windows to keep the
pesky sparrows out.  Tonight  attended & took part as
Chaplain in Joint IOOF & Rebekah service for Elmer F.
Davis at his home in Olive Bridge.  An exceptionally large
turnout.  Undertaker Lasher, said it was the largest he ever
saw in Town of Olive.  There were 18 beautiful floral
tributes together with a magnificent layout.



AUGUST 27  Friday  74/7am
70/12pm

Continued sweltering, but not quite so bad as yesterday.
Mostly sunny, some overcast. Northerly breeze, quieting.
Peaceful evng.     I mowed more second cutting & patch
oats seeding clover behind barn & tedded it.  Also got in
jag of cured hay cut yesterday.  Worked at screening hen
house windows.  Funeral services 2pm for Elmer F. Davis
at the house 2:30pm.  Sermon by Rev. Merton S. Cady.
Interment on hill top in family farm cemetery.

AUGUST 28  Saturday  72/6:30am
80/12pm

Intensely hot and humid. Considerably haze & overcast.
Not much breeze today. Heavy thunder shower went off
south below High Point around 4pm.  Showery back in the
west & north evng, dark & humid & became windy with a
brief rain - Later quieting.    I finished the chicken house
screening job am, drawed out manure & worked curing the
hay which mother helped get in barn pm, quite a jag.  I sent
birthday card to Ed Avery, off on trip to Cuba, NY.

AUGUST 29  Sunday  74/7am
69/12pm

Hot &sunny, clear atmosphere, brisk, northerly wind,
quieting at evng.  Less humid than yesterday, noticeably
cooler late evng.   Not much doing besides chores, tried to
rest up but was pretty hot for comfort.

AUGUST 30 Monday  58/6:30am



62/11pm
Warm but not like yesterday.  Light wind. Partly to mostly
cloudy - Calm. Bright drying sunshine part of afternoon
Clear cool still evng.    I mowed the woods corner, well
sprinkled with second growth alfalfa am.  Re dried the
small load on wagon behind barn, & re loaded it.  Also did
some more rat hole celler wall repairing for Ollie pm.  The
Terhune family called evng.  Andrew Radtke Jr (19) of
Samsonville employed by Corbisello Construction Co State
road job at Ashokan had both legs crushed under caterpillar
tread of a large concrete paving machine at 8:30am.  Taken
by truck & ambulance to Kingston Hospital.  Left leg
amputated to thigh by Dr. Saul Relatise

The following is from clipping found this date in diary:
INJURIES FATAL TO ANDREW RADTKE
Was Injured on Monday While Working Near Paving
Machine     Andrew Radtke, 19, son of Andrew T and
Clara
S. Radtke of Olive Bridge, died at 2am today at Kingston
Hospital, where he had been under treatment since Monday
morning for injuries received in a highway construction
accident on Route 28 at Ashokan. 
Radtke was injured about 8:30am Monday as he was
working near a large paving machine on the reconstruction
project of Route 28.  The large machine passed over his
legs, according to a report from the field office of the
Corbisello Construction Company, with whom he was
employed.
He was rushed to Kingston Hospital, where shortly after
his admission it was reported that his left leg had been



amputated and that he was in critical condition.
Coroner Ernest A. Kelly said today an autopsy had been
ordered to determine the exact cause of the youth's death.
Andrew Radtke was known locally as a pitcher for the
Stauble Bakery baseball team in the City League, where he
had just completed a record of six straight wins. He had
been selected to pitch three innings Saturday night for the
K.A.A. Junior All-Stars in their game with the Yankee
"Stars of Tomorrow."
In addition to his parents, the youth is survived by one
sister, Mrs. Hazel Bowden of Richmond Hill.
Funeral services will be held Thursday, September 2, from
the Fairchild Sons Funeral Home, 8821- 61st street,
Jamaica, LI, at 8 Friday in Plain Lawn Cemetery,
Hicksville, LI

AUGUST 31  Tuesday 58/11pm
56/12pm

Fresh northerly wind. Cool dry atmosphere. Partly cloudy -
clear chilly tonight.   I helped Ollie pack a batch of sweet
corn & shell beans am for canning.  This pm I tedded &
raked up the woods corner cutting & got a cart load
sawdust for stables.  56th years ago (1892) my
grandmother Sarah A. Crispell died aged 59.    
Otis Barringer's barn & contents with farm machinery
burned this pm.  House roof caught fire several times.
Olive Bridge Fire Dept out from 2:30 to 11pm
Andrew Radtke died 2am at Kingston Hosp. Fellow
employees, baseball players & friends gathered at the
family home tonight & paid tribute.



SEPTEMBER 1  Wednesday 52/7am
54/10pm

A truly magnificent cool braeing "September Morn,"  with
brisk northerly winds - A beautiful day & cool still evng
I mowed another piece of field behind barn this am - and
worked at the woods corner hay, which mother & I
gathered in a nice well cured load noon time.  This pm I
tedded over the morning cutting & put off the load of hay.

Clipping found in diary this date:
CLEAR, BRISK WEATHER USHERS IN SEPTEMBER
Albany, NY Sept.1 - Cool, brisk weather ushered in the
new month in New York today in sharp contrast to the
boiling heat of the closing days of August.
The dawn temperatures across the state were half of the 90
to 100 degrees recorded only a few days ago.
Early morning readings included: 42 at Elmira; 44 at
Binghamton; 45 at Syracuse; 46 at Rochester; 48 at
Buffalo; 49 at Albany; 52 at Glens Falls and 58 at
LaGuardia Field.
The Weather Bureau said the highest reading during the
day would be about 70 degrees.
Clear and quite cool was the forecast for tonight and the
bureau predicted mostly sunny and a little warmer
tomorrow.

SEPTEMBER 2  Thursday  50/7am
50/12pm
Partly cloudy, became overcast latter pm.  Cleared away
again late evng.  Continuing cool. Real chilly damp this
morning.     Besides daily chores I helped Ollie dig



potatoes & raked up the hay.  This evng I took Mort &
Mary Roe, Mrs. Kizirian & Ollie to Phoenicia.  Saw
picture Beyond Glory & excellent March of Time & News
Reel.

SEPTEMBER 3 Friday  50/7am
60/12pm

Clear sunny, light northerly wind, dry atmosphere,
becoming part cloudy at evng.  Lightning off to north evng.
Drawed out manure & worked at the hay behind barn, Ollie
helped me clean it up pm in a nice well cured load. This
evng I went to Olive Bridge to Bill Lortz's for a hair cut
.50

SEPTEMBER 4 Saturday  60/7am
62/12pm

Cool and overcast this morning, with a light thunder
shower.  Cleared away warm & sunny, clouding over &
thundery latter pm.  Nice rain reported in Krumville area.
Starlight still cool tonight.  I went up to Bert Winne's
garage at Cold Brook this am and had a pair of
Montgomery Ward 550 x 17 tires mounted on front wheels
of my Chevy. Speedometer reading 49.  Ed Terhune & 3
smaller children called noon time.  He brot me 2 qts Roma
Port wine.  This pm I got sweet corn & picked bag of  ripe
beans in corn.  Our esteemed time honored friend  Leland
P. Hamilton of Oneonta died at Fox Memorial Hosp.  He
lacked 12 days of 65, at 1am YESTERDAY.

SEPTEMBER 5 Sunday  58/7am
64/11pm



Warm fair & still. Some pm cloudiness developed. Clear -
cool evng.  Did usual chores & pick some beans in field
corn.  Mother & I had a late pm call by Lillie Gwinn & son
Charles. She is badly broken up by Dear Case's death.

SEPTEMBER 6  Monday  58/7am
60/12pm

Hot fair dry atmosphere. Light southerly day wind shifting
northerly evng.  Pleasantly cooler.     This am I drawed out
manure & got load sweet corn for cow fodder.  This pm I
attended the Annual Olive Reunion at the Boiceville pine
grove.  Crowd not so large as last year. Ex Kingston Mayor
CJ Heiselman provided a radio sound amplyfying outfit
which came as a great improvement for the music &
business meeting festivities - Refreshments in charge of
Boy Scouts.  Pratt Boice, presided as chairman.  Larry
Bishop elected President.  Lottie Hesley, again Vice Pres.
EC Davis, again secy-tres.  Speakers - Rev. David Weidner
- Conrad J. Heiselman.   Case Gwinn's manuscript on the
Olive ReUnion read by secy,  Address by Jesse Shurter /
Joe Friedburg, owner of the picnic grounds, who paid high
tribute to memory of Charley Hesley, who died last Nov  of
smoke poisoning from fighting fire in Watson Hollow.
Address by Dr. Shem Everett & benediction by Rev. JR
Vaughan.  Opening address & invocation  
Rev. David Weidner.  Bal in tres after paying $100 for
building seats in grove  69.16  Todays collection 55.63
Todays expenses  - Music by Hillside Rangers  20.00
Carting chairs LS Davis 5.00  Treas Bal.  $99.74

SEPTEMBER 7  Tuesday  56/7am



Another hot sunny drying day. Winds light. Clear still
evng. Growing new moon early over South Mountain.
7:17 this am an explosion made a shambles f the interior &
stock in Colange's store now operated by Chas. Thiebault.
Lawrence Every backed in cooking gas tanks outside &
broke connections.  Kingston High School bus making first
trip stood in front.  Post Master Wm. Colange & Every boy
burned & taken to hosp for treatment.  The big store plate
glass front windows blown out in smithereens.  Olive
Bridge Fire Dept & 2 trucks responded in half hour.  Large
crowd gathered.  A smothering fire started in back part of
basement but was under control when fire truck arrived.
Floor beams broken - dislodged & flooring blown up in
various places.
Made 2 trips down to the scene forenoon & was again
down tonight.  This pm I mowed 3 patches of second
growth over on old place.

SEPTEMBER 8  Wednesday 64/7am
66/11pm

Hot partly cloudy. Wind gentle if any. Looked showery pm.
Cloudless pleasantly cool still evng.    Ollie & I cut 26
stouts field corn on lower patch. Well eared, but stalks
more or less broken down & tangled.  A tedious hot job.
Rain very badly needed.  I finished news copy after
breakfast.   Rec'd card from Cornelia stating she had rec'd
a card from Edith Coleman of  Tioga Center, NY stating
her cousin Leland P. Hamilton of Oneonta, our esteemed
long time friend had died & be buried yesterday.



SEPTEMBER 9  Thursday  64/7am
64/12pm
Another hot drying day. Mostly sunny. Light thunder
shower activity was evidenced latter pm & early evng. Rain
of little consequence. Clearing & cooler with sombre half
moon hanging low over Hoopole Mtn.   Finished shocking
the patch of field corn am & dug 2 bu dried dead potatoes
under maple tree by old house.  Nice smooth spuds.  Latter
pm I drawed out manure & got cart load sawdust.  I went
down street this morning after bread & found the explosion
wrecked Thiebault store doing business in a small way.
Wm. Colange & Lawrence Every still in hosp.

SEPTEMBER 10  Friday
54/12pm

Overcast still with occasional light rain. Cooler tonight. 
Did a landscaping jot taking down old chicken yard fence
& cleaning out old plum trees & stubs.   This pm around 3
ocolock the Olive Bridge Fire Dept with both pumpers
responded to a scare call at the explosion wrecked Colange
store. One of the gasline tanks was seen to be smoking.

SEPTEMBER 11  Saturday  48/7am
62/11pm
Partly cloudy - Pleasant temperature - Wind light cool,
bulging half moon tonight.   Put up the standing load of
hay.  I tedded the hay cuttings am.  This pm I cleaned up
hay wagon load of chicken yard rubbish & dumped in
quarry hole. Also raked the hay to cure in winnows.  Rec'd
letter Mrs. Longyear.



SEPTEMBER 12 Sunday  62/7am
62/11:30pm

Continued dry & warm - Partly cloudy. Fresh
southwesterly day winds, quieting. Clear moonlight cool
evng.  
Charley & Mrs. Langer called pm.   I got the jag of second
cutting latter pm.

SEPTEMBER 13 Monday  56/7am
74/11:30pm

A brilliant hot sunny drying day. Fresh south westerly day
wind.  Warm moonlight night, somewhat breezy.   This am
I put the jag of hay in Ollie's barn & she helped me get load
sweet corn stalks.  This hot pm we shocked the remainder
of the lower dried up patch, 18 big stouts.  Rec'd letter Mrs.
Knorph with check for butter & eggs today $23.78

SEPTEMBER 14 Tuesday 60/7am
50/12pm

A brilliant clear cool sunny day with fresh northerly winds.
Magnificent cool moonlight night.   Ollie & I picked dried
beans, gathered acorn squashes and cut 22 stouts of field
corn in orchard lot.  The corn is well eared & not badly
bothered by varmints.  Lawrence Every, in Kingston Hosp
a week from burn injuries at the Colange store explosion
brought home.  Wm. Colange remains at the Benedictine
Hosp.

SEPTEMBER 15  Wednesday  58/7am
54/12pm

Another bright sunny cool day with fresh brisk northerly



wind.  Became considerably overcast evng.  Ollie & I cut
26 stouts of field corn, also picked some dried beans. 
Rec'd air mail letter from Mariam.

SEPTEMBER 16  Thursday  41/7am
40/12pm

Clear bright sunny dry cool weather.  Lighter northerly
winds today.  Glorious clear, chilly long moonlight evng
nearing the full Harvest Moon.   Ollie & I finished cutting
the field corn - 71 stouts.  Also picked feed bag dried beans
in sweet corn.   Rec'd letter Mrs. Longyear.

SEPTEMBER 17  Friday  42/7am
68/11:30pm

Cool, chill, overcast this morning but broke away much
warmer with fresh southwesterly winds.  Big round harvest
moon evng, behind a veil of cirrus clouds. Spread big cart
load manure on clover seeding patch by old house & got
load sweet corn stalks before dinner.  This pm Ollie & I
cleaned up the bean picking job.

SEPTEMBER 18  Saturday  66/7am
64/12pm
Real warm, fair & windy - Thickened over pm and became
showery - We got a general shower over the valley with
strong northerly wind that whiffed the reservoir in
whitecaps - Rainfall was light but left puddles in the
driveway. Wind quieted as shower passed.   Mother & I
picked the 2 trees of peaches this am, had around 2 bushels
& left some on first tree.   This pm I mowed over the field
in front, drawed out the manure & got cart load corn to



husk off.  I rec'd a letter from Edith Coleman of Barton,
NY giving details of her cousin Lee Hamilton death.
Full harvest moon shinning  part cloudy & windy tonight.

SEPTEMBER 19  Sunday  64/7am
64/11pm

Unsettled, Mostly overcast murky. Sprinkle showers pm &
evng. Lightning shower off north evng.    Did usual chores.
Kathryn VanNess and one of her tenant friends called pm.
This pm the Chamber of Commerce of the Town of Olive
held a picnic on Colange field.  I attended awhile seeing
the soft ball game between the Olive Fire Dept & Chamber
of Commerce, won by the latter 8 - 7.  A variety of contests
followed. Prizes were given.  Refreshments on sale & good
crowd present.   Three metropolitan business men were
drowned late yesterday pm while fishing when the squall
capsized their row boat in the East baisin off the (circle)
lower end of  dyke above spillway.  Ernest Smith Phoenicia
guide in boat with them was saved.

SEPTEMBER 20  Monday  64/7am
64/12pm
Warm muggy unsettled -overcast.  Sprinkle showers
toward noon.  Clearing, late evng cooler, northerly wind. 
Drawed out manure - Got small load blown down stouts of
field corn which Ollie helped me husk off pm.  Also picked
corn beans in garden.   I wrote to Mrs. LP Hamilton this
am.

SEPTEMBER 21  Tuesday  48/7am
48/12pm



Partly cloudy, cool bracing atmosphere with northerly
winds.  Chilly brilliant cloudless moonlight night.  I
mowed the side hill, raked the grass I cut Saturday and got
a cart load of sawdust.

SEPTEMBER 22  Wednesday  36/7am  Frost reported
46/12pm

Magnificently clear real cold this am with brisk northerly
wind.  Some pm cloudiness developed but was cloudless
tonight.   Worked at the hay curing & raking. Ollie helped
me clean it all up in one nice load pm hill the rakings
which she raked together.

SEPTEMBER 23  Thursday  38/7am
54/12pm

Beautifully clear am - cloudy pm & evng.  Light northerly
wind.  Cool, Autumn's chill in the air.   Unloaded the hay
& got load corn, which Ollie helped me husk off before
having supper.  Mother is up to her neck canning & drying
peaches.

SEPTEMBER 24  Friday  50/7am
48/12pm

Overcast drab chill this morning, but later broke away
sunny.  Became overcast tonight.  Northerly wind light.   
Ollie helped me dig potatoes, 14 ½ bu.  They are an elegant
clean crop.  This evng took Mort & Mary Roe, Ollie
Burgher & Mrs. Kizirian to Phoenicia movies.  Feature
picture Florence Amber.

SEPTEMBER 25 Saturday  



41/12pm
Magnificent bright sunny day & cloudless chilly evng.
Warmer today - with light northerly breeze.   Drawed over
load manure on oats patch clover seeding am & got several
stouts of corn.  Mr & Mrs Ed Terhune & family & her
parents Mr & Mrs Naughton called briefly.  This pm Mrs.
Kathryn Terwilliger visited mother & Ollie & I dug 9 ½ bu
potatoes.

The following clipping found in diary for this date:
TO VOTE IN CHURCH  Explosion Causes Shift in West
Shokan Place to Cast Ballots
Damage done at the Charles Thiebault general store at
West Shokan on September 7 when a gas explosion
wrecked the former Colange store property, has made
necessary a change in the polling place in District 2, town
of Olive and the basement of the West Shokan Baptist
Church has been designated as the official polling place for
the district.
The newly designated polling place will be in use on the
two days of registration, October 2 and 9, and will also be
used at the general election on November 2.
Notice of the change of designated polling place has been
published by the Board of Elections.  The Baptist church is
located a short distance south of the Thiebault store on the
South Ashokan boulevard.

SEPTEMBER 26  Sunday  44/7am
46/11:30pm

Back to Standard Time.  A marvelously perfect sunny day
wind light & cool  cloudless evng.   Did chores etc. Around



home most of day.  Latter pm went down to Pete
Crawford's garage & had new headlight bulbs, new spark
plug & gas.  Tonight I wrote a long air mail letter to
Mariam.  The Boston Braves, National Leaguers, clinched
the pennant today, their first since 1914.

SEPTEMBER 27  Monday  42/7am
48/10:30pm
Another perfect cloudless warm day & still cool evng.   I
drawed a load of 10 stouts of field corn this am, last in the
lower patch.  Ollie & I dug another batch of potatoes 12bu
driest dustiest digging I ever knew.   The leaves are turning
brown prematurely, noticably on the mtns.

SEPTEMBER 28 Tuesday  44/7am
52/11:30pm

Another summery cloudless quiet day and evng. Cool
tonight.    Ollie helped me finish digging out the potatoes
this am another 11 ½ bu   Total yield of the 11 row patch
over 45 bu only found a few rotten potatoes.  This pm after
getting potatoes unloaded from Chevy & down celler, Ollie
helped Mother make grape jelly & husked off the load of
corn.  Rec'd 1 ½ shares stock div from Skelly Oli Co.

SEPTEMBER 29  Wednesday 
62/10pm

Hot summer weather. Continued clear am becoming partly
cloudy pm.  Terribly dry. Leaves falling & turning brown -
some trees with leaves withered.   I got a wagon load of
corn am & Ollie helped husk it off.  Got another load late
pm.    William C. Davis of Olive Bridge Central Dist



School collector asst'd by wife & son, Albert held sitting at
Lester S. Davis Store.   Olive tax rate $13.76 per M at 50%
equalization rate set by State tax dept.
Home Farm - 25A ass.val. $1600
Tax & 1 % fee                    22.27
Old Hinkley Farm
    43 A ass.val $300 Tax 1% fee 4.16    = $26.43
Last year tax rate in Dist No 8 was $3.00 per M.

SEPTEMBER 30 Thursday  58/6am
58/11:30pm
Warm muggy still. Cloudy with light intermittent rains the
heaviest this morning. Broke away late evng.    I took over
big cart load manure this am & spread on oats seeding
clover & brought home load sawdust.  Olie helped me husk
off the load of corn.   Rec'd registered air mail folder from
Mariam with colored photo taken in July in Mexico City of
their 3 children, Gaye, Jeannie & Little Bobby.

OCTOBER 1 Friday  56/7am
60/11pm
Summer weather considerable cloudiness. A sprinkle of
rain fell noon time - more sunny & very warm pm.   I tore
off the old shingle roof on smoke house & put on new
composition roofing am besides doing usual chores.  This
pm Ollie & I got a load of corn & husked most of it off.  I
husked off 2 more stouts after supper.

OCTOBER 2  Saturday
54/12pm

Partly cloudy warm - breezy, cool evng.   Served as



Inspector for the first day of registration - 526 names
recorded for Olive District No2.  The registration was held
in the Basement of the Baptist Church, which due to the
unsafe condition of the Colange Hall, due to the Sept 7 gas
explosion, is now the official District polling place.

OCTOBER 3  Sunday  54/7am
34/11:30pm

An all glorious tangy early autumn day & evng.  Crispy
northerly wind. Calm evng.  Feeling frosty tonight. The
mountains are about at their best coloring, browner hues
predominant due to dry weather.  Atmosphere crystal clear
& the reservoir waters of deepest blue.   I feel tired out
today, like I'd taken on a achy cold.  Closing day of the
Professional base ball season.  For first in American
League history 2 teams finished tie.  Tomorrow pm the
Cleveland Indians & The Boston Red Sox will play off the
deciding game at Fenway Park Boston.  I listened to the
game between Phila. Nationals & Brooklyn Dodgers who
lost 4 - 2.

OCTOBER 4  Monday  31/6am
35/12pm

Killing pumpkin vine frost. Brilliant clear & cool. Wind
light - Some thin high part cloudiness pm but sunny - Crisp
still tonight.     Mother & I wrote air letter to Mariam this
am.  Spread cart load manure on seeding am & cut load
sweet corn stalks.  Also got 15 stout wagon load of field
corn, & Ollie helped me husk pm in barn.  Meanwhile I
hooked up my radio & heard thrilling Cleveland - Red Sox
play off game, won by Cleveland 8 - 3.  Tonight took Mort



& Mary Roe, Mrs. Kizirian & Ollie to Phoenicia & saw
color picture which had a big NYC run Life With Father
(vintage 1883)  Was summoned as extra panel Grand Juror,
for Supreme Court 10am Thursday.  

OCTOBER 5  Tuesday  38/7am

Chilly drab overcast. Light easterly wind. Rain forecast, but
the air feels like snow.  Had a brief shower late evng.  Ollie
helped me husk off the rest of the load of corn am & put up
stalks.  PM we dug some excellent potatoes in garden.
Mother has dug some, have fully 3 bu from the garden
planting.  We also cut the rest of the late sweet corn 12
stouts & got the last load of field corn 13 stouts.  Tired
tonight.

OCTOBER 6  Wednesday  44/7am
41/11pm

Cleared away beautifully this morning.  Breezy and
summery.  Clear still decidedly cooler tonight.  Ollie
helped me husk off the last load of field corn.  Have largest
yield in several years & mostly hard corn, 50 bu or about.
Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell came early pm & we heard the
first Worlds series game at Braves Boston 1, Cleveland 0.
   A brilliant pitching duel between Bobby Feller with a 2
hitter who lost to Warren Sayre who allowed 4 hits.   We
also had an unexpected pm call by Mr & Mrs Wm G Walsh
& daughter Mrs. Joe McGarsey.  
Jesse Shurter's saw mill at Krumville burned this pm.  The
Olive Bridge Fire Dept with 2 trucks responded.
Meanwhile the Woodstock Fire Dept stood by.



OCTOBER 7 Thursday  48/7am
54/11:30pm

Sunny. Some overcast. Warm summery. Wind gentle.
Cloudy still tonight.   I went to Kingston as an extra panel
Grand Juryman - Supreme Court convened 10am.  Justice
Bergen of Albany presiding, who named me foreman of the
panel. This being my 5th consecutive foremanship out of
6 times called to serve., first Oct. 1932. - No cases being
ready Jury excused till 10 oco. Mon.  I came home over the
new concrete raod to Shokan. Called on Lem Dubois also
Aunt Julia Winchell. Second game of World Series in
Boston won by Cleveland 4-1 - Bob Lemmen winning
pitcher.

OCTOBER 8 Friday 54/7am
53/11pm
Arrived raining. The first good soaking rain since Aug
13th. It rained steadily & with drenching downpours till
around 10:30am. The remainder of the day the rain was in
intermittent showers, with southerly wind latter pm. Broke
away early evng &  murked over again.    Ollie helped me
husk off the load of sweet corn. Pete Crawford called evng.
Had radio hooked up in barn & heard the 3rd world series
game played in Cleveland.  The Indians defeated the
Braves 2 - 0 - Gene Bearden winning pitcher.

OCTOBER 9  Saturday 
54/12pm

Beautiful bright sunny warm day with fresh northerly
winds. Cooler evng with brilliant half moon.     Drawed



over manure on clover patch & brought home several
stouts of sweet corn.  This pm & evng I served on the
Second Day of Registration.  The total Olive Dist #2
enrollment is 297 males & 288 females (585)  This is
somewhat under last year.

The following clipping was found in diary for this date:
METHIA - At West Shokan, NY Saturday, October 9,
1948, Leonie Methia, mother of Mrs. Edward Weldt and
Philibert Methia.
Funeral services at the home of her daughter in West
Shokan Wednesday, October 13, at 9am and at St. John's
Church, Stony Hollow, at 10am where a high Mass of
requiem will be offered.  Interment in St. Mary's Cemetery,
Kingston.  Friends may call at the home in West Shokan at
any time.

OCTOBER 10  Sunday  54/7am

Another bright breezy day with some cloudiness which
increased during pm & set in rainy at evening.  Grand
drenching showers.    Charley Langer  & mother called pm.
 I heard broadcast of 5th games of the world series in
Cleveland by far the most interesting game as Bobby
Feller, for second time lost his great ambition to pitch &
win a World Series game.  He worked for 6 1/3 innings
followed by 3 other Cleveland pitchers.  Boston won
readily by score of 11 - 5 with Warren            the winning
pitcher.  86288 people saw the game, the largest crowd
ever to see a game in U.S.



OCTOBER 11  Monday 50/7am
61/11pm

Cloudy, but didn't rain - mild.    I went to Kingston on
Grand Jury duty. Came home by way of Stone Ridge &
bought half bu Macintosh apples $1.00.  This evng Mother
& I were invited up to Mr & Mrs Vahan Kizirian's hin
honor of her birthday.  Mort & Mary Roe also attended. 
Cleveland won the 6th and final game of the World's series
at Boston. Score                 The gate for the series largest in
history $1,600,000.    Took in registration returns to Board
of Elections.

OCTOBER 12  Tuesday  54/7am
48/12pm

A gorgeous mostly sunny warm day, breezy and the
autumn splendor at its height. Could heaven be more
beautiful?  Became mostly cloudy evng.  I tore of the old
shingle roof of the old "Happy Days" toilet store house and
put on composition roofing this forenoon.  This pm I took
over cart load manure on clover seeding and drawed off the
piles of potato tops from the adjoining patch & brought
home 5 stouts of sweet corn.  I husked awhile after supper.
Wrote news copy evng.  The Terhune family called this
am.

OCTOBER 13  Wednesday  50/7am
44/11pm

Partly cloudy - Breezy. Somewhat on the autumn type of
weather. Light rain squalls at evng.    I went to Kingston on
Grand Jury.  Cornelia Dick & Norah arrived this evng from
Rome & Waverly.



OCTOBER 14  Thursday  38/7am
52/10:30pm

Partly cloudy to cloudy. Breezy - Typical autumn weather.
Gloomy chill pm with light sprinkles.  Cloudy evng.  
I made trip to Kingston on Grand Jury, 10 oco.  We had 4
rape cases presented - adjourned 1 ocolock, back tomorrow
at 10.  Cornelia Dick & Norah had supper at Ellen
Schmoekel's.

OCTOBER 15  Friday
34/11pm

Partly cloudy am. Crispy northerly wind. Became cloudless
latter pm.  Glorious moonlight evng & frosty.  Magnificent
autumn scenery on every hand.  I went to Kingston on
Grand Jury.  Cornelia Dick & Norah returned to Rome this
am.

The following clipping was found in diary for this date:   
 DIED
BUHRER - In this city on October 15, 1948, Lida Buhrer
of Boiceville, New York, loving sister of Mrs. Harry Ecker
of Mt.Tremper, Mrs. Willard Rynders of Shokan, Mrs.
Joseph O'Driscoll of New York city, William of Hunter,
August of Hartford, Connecticut, devoted half sister of
Mrs. Ernest Rider of  Phoenicia, Emiel Buhrer of Hartford
and Roy of Bridgeport, Conn.
Funeral services on Monday morning at the Gormley
Funeral Home at 11am  Interment in the family plot in the
Shandaken Rural Cemetery.

OCTOBER 16 Saturday  33/7am



56/12pm
Another pleasant day after heavy white frost of  dahlia
killing variety.  Sunny but not so brilliant as yesterday -
Brisk southerly wind developed. Partly overcast tonight.
Glorious moonlight early.   Took over load manure &
spread on grass. Got cart load sawdust for Ollie's pig pens
& brought another home along with last 2 stouts sweet
corn.   This pm we had call from Mrs. Knorpp, with her
brother in law Maxwell Knorpp, her brother Garret Mott
and Aunt (79) Miss Stryker on days trip from Brooklyn.
171 Anniversary burning of Kingston by British.

OCTOBER 17 Sunday 56/7am
46/10pm

Unsettled - mild - southerly winds - Partly cloudy am
became gloomy overcast pm.  Light shower at evng.  Set in
rainy later.     Dure to loose battery terminal my Chevy
headlight dash & tail bulbs burned out last evng.  Mr.
Kizirian towed my car to get it started & I spent the pm at
Pete Crawford's garage getting gassed up, new bulbs & set
breaker points. Total cost 4.28 paid.

OCTOBER 18  Monday  36/7am
24/12pm

Rainy night. High Point and Wittenbergs heavily snow
crowned.  Continued rainy till around 10 ocolock.  Cleared
away - crisp autumn weather.  Glorious still frosty full
moonlight evng.    I made trip to Kingston on Grand Jury.
Had 2 lower right side teeth re filled by Dr. Saul Goldfarb
on Fair Street. 6.00 paid.



OCTOBER 19  Tuesday  24/6:30am
36/10pm

Heavy freeze up last night. 1/4" ice on the barn gutter tub.
Northerly wind. Bright crispy autumn day & clear cold
evng.  4" snowfall in the upper Catskill regions. Partly
cloudy still chill evng.       I made my daily trip to Kingston
on Grand Jury duty.  Had a front upper tooth filled by Dr.
Goldfarb and teeth cleaned - $6.00 paid.

OCTOBER 20  Wednesday 36/7am
40/11pm

Rained a little in night. Partly cloudy - quiet. Squally again
evng.  Chill autumn weather.   Hunting conditions ideal
this am.     I went to Kingston on Grand Jury duty.  I went
to see Sandford Bell 89, at Benedictine Hosp  where he is
a patient going third week.  I came home over new concrete
to Shokan.  Called briefly on Lem DuBois, also Aunt Julia.
Got freight paint shipment at Ashokan Sta from Snow
White Paint Co. Toledo, Ohio - charge 3.90.  Also got
gassed up at Pete Crawford's.  Drawed out manure.

OCTOBER 21  Thursday 28/6:30am
26/11pm

Cloudless bright. Chill day and frosty moonlight evng.  The
atmosphere feels of snow.   Snow fringe remains on cold
upper side of High Point.  Autumn folige still colorful.
Mother recalls death of her grandfather Henry M. Crispell
(Old Pap) 67 yrs today.  With colorful scenery symbolic of
the present.  I spent most of day building a new hog feeder
trough, a decidedly needful but undesirable job.  Dick
Herrington payed an unexpected call early evng while



delivering a classy new 1949 Ford (8) Station Wagon to the
Walter Schmoekels.  Rec'd air letter Mariam with 2 snaps
of the children.  She had not rec'd our letter acknowledging
the big foto 9-30.

OCTOBER 22 Friday    20/6:30am   Hard freeze, heavy
white frost 36/12pm
Continued clear, southerly wind. Cold raw atmosphere.  
Wrote Mariam air mail this am also letter Longyears.
I attended burial in Tongore Cemetery 1pm of Corp.
Stanley J.Dudrey, son of Benj. Dudrey, grandson of John
J. Dudrey, Olive's last Civil War veteran.  Olive Memorial
Post American Legion, composed of World War 1 and
World War 2  veterans gave impressive Military burial.
Corp.Dudrey was killed in action in Holland October 27,
1944. Corp. John Bennett who accompanied the body,
directed the case be removed that the bronze $1,800 casket
(sealed) could be seen.
Tonight I took Mort & Mary Roe, Ollie, & Mrs. Kizirian
up to the movies in Phoenicia. News reel excellent but
feature film a metropolitan murder thriller Sorry, Wrong
Number proved disinteresting.

OCTOBER 23 Saturday 36/6:30am
44/10:30pm

Partly cloudy - chilly raw atmosphere, moderating. Wind
gentle.  Snow has hung on High Point all week with a
renewal evidence during the night.     My 4 yr old spotted
guernsey Ollie Gene, had red bull calf this am.  2yrs ago
she had twin calves, a bull & heifer.  The latter Beauty had
her first calf an all red bull last Sunday night.  I drawed



over manure & spread on 3 corner lot & cleaned out Ollie's
hog pen & spread it.    Alice Winnie daughter of Mr & Mrs
Bert Winne of Cold Brook married pm to Henry Schuster
of Saugerties in Mt.Tremper Reformed Church by Rev.
Harvey J. Todd.

OCTOBER 24  Sunday  46/7am
52/11pm

Gray gloomy overcast chilly day with easterly wind, broke
away toward evng - Again becoming overcast & a little
rainy.    Was around home most of day.  Charley Langer
and mother called pm.
OCTOBER 25  Monday

50/10pm
Rainy night continuing till 8am.  The day was cloudy &
windy, part clearing evng.    I went to Kingston on Grand
Jury.   Coming home I called on our old adjoining farm
neighbors Mr and Mrs John Lawson, 86 & 84, and their
daughter Adaline, my old schoolmate.  Their only son Wm.
Lawson 61 was killed in Cleveland, Ohio by a fall from his
horse a few weeks ago.

OCTOBER 26  Tuesday  50/7am
44/12pm

A magnificent warm colorful day with fresh northerly
winds.  Clear decidedly cooler evng.  I made my daily trip
to Kingston on Grand Jury.

OCTOBER 27  Wednesday  34/6:30am
34/11pm

Another majestic warm bright sunny day. Still  Starlight



evng.    I went to Kingston via Boiceville down over the
new concrete road.  This pm myself, the asst. Foreman,
Fred Baumgarten, - Clerk John Young and a group of other
Grand Jurors, enjoyed a keenly interesting visit aboard the
311ft. 1500 ton  U.S. Submarine The Sea Robin, built in
1944 at anchor at the Newcomb dock near Kingston Point.

OCTOBER 28  Thursday  30/7am
40/12pm

I drove to Kingston thru an exceptionally heavy east side
fog this am.  While on our side of reservoir the sun was
shinning.  The fog gave way to sunshine, still & hazy, with
a chilly damp air.  Starlight evng.     I made my daily Grand
Jury trip to Kingston, got back early pm.  Re cemented in
front of celler door & took over big cart load manure on 3
corner lot.

OCTOBER 29  Friday  30/7am
34/11pm

Foggy again this morning but not so thick as yesterday.
The day faired away hazy & mild.  Calm Starlight evng &
Real chilly.    I went to Kingston on Grand Jury. Got back
home mid afternoon.  Came back via Ashokan & called on
Lem DuBois, Justus North's and Aunt Julia Winchell.
Tonight took Mort & Mary Roe, Mrs. Kizirian, Ollie to
Phoenicia - Excellent March of Time film.  The re building
of the U.S. Air Arm - & good news reel illustrating the life
& rise of Gov. Thos.E.Dewey, now Rep nominee for
President.  Feature film - Apartment for Peggy, re GI
housing shortage.



OCTOBER 30 Saturday 30/7am
34/11pm

Another foggy morning but faired away warm & pleasant,
calm serene Indian Summer - Became part overcast latter
pm but faired evng.    I put in the day at odd jobs besides
chores - drawed over manure & got cart load leaves along
back road am.  Got load sawdust pm.  Tired out tonight &
spent the evng on the cot.

OCTOBER 31  Sunday 34/7am
54/12pm

No fog this am serene warm sunny mellow Indian Summer
- Became overcast pm & faired early away evng & then
blacked over.  I went up to Gus Karitke & had cracked
fenders & rear bumper welded.
NOVEMBER 1  Monday 46/7am

Still & murky, mild.  Sprinkled this morning.  Stars shining
overhead evng.    I made my final trip on Grand Jury duty
& handed in our reports to Justice Bergen - 11 sealed & 10
open indictments and 6 dismissals.  I completed
requirements for pistol carry permit application.  Had
picture taken Friday & finger prints today.  It was dark
when I got back home.  I made 14 days @ $4.00 - allowed
5 round trips for mileage 50 miles @.05

NOVEMBER 2  Tuesday 41/5:30am
32/12pm

Murky this morning but faired away a pleasant calm hazy
sunny Election day - Chilly & starlight evng.   I served as
Chairman of the Olive Dist.No2 Board of Elections, held



in Baptist Church basement.  Ladies Aid served dinner &
supper to public.  The Dist vote was 379 machine, 13
absentee & 2 war ballots - total 394 votes.  The Republican
Dewey ticket carried the Town of Olive maj.   Tonight the
National Election is showing astounding unpredicted
results with the Democratic Harry S. Truman ticket
sweeping the country.  The trend indicates that clearly the
defeat of N.Yorks Republican Governor presidential
nominee Thomas S. Dewey

NOVEMBER 3 Wednesday  35/7am
48/11pm

Overcast threatening still. Rainy all evng.   I went to
Kinston with the Election returns.  At 11:15 this am
Governor Thomas E. Dewey, after tabulations showed he
had lost Ohio & Illinois acknowledged the Election of
President Harry S. Truman who has 304 Electoral votes. -
Dewey carried New York.

NOVEMBER 4 Thursday 54/7am
56/11pm

Grand rainy night and this forenoon. Murky warm pm.
Rain again evng.   The rain is greatly needed generally,
many localities have been out of water all fall - Fortunately
our own well water supply has held out remarkably.  The
well drilled in 1910, now on Don Bishop's property
supplies also their needs and tenant house (Aunt Cornelia
Bishop's former barn)  Still tired out this morning & after
chores hit the cot.  This pm I took over big cart load
manure on 3 corner lot.



NOVEMBER 5 Friday 54/7am
64/11pm

Warm Injun Summer. Partly to mostly cloudy - still.  Real
warm sunshine am - windy, somewhat rainy evng.   I spent
the day taking Grover Winchell on a business trip to
Kingston, for which he gave me 10 dollars.  I called to see
Sanford Bell at the Benedictine Hosp.  Found him sitting
up but very weak, could speak but a few words in a
whisper.  I also called on Minnie & Lennie Every, 213
E.Chester St.  The Truman election is hitting the stock
market heavily.

NOVEMBER 6  Saturday  64/7am
50/12pm

Very warm, fresh southwesterly winds.  Rainy most of
night and showers today. Overcast glum. Windy &
drenching rains tonight.  Drawed over manure & got cart
load leaves along back road & put in hog yard.  Attended
I.O.O.F. Lodge evng.  Initiatory Degree conferred on Jack
Darling & Joseph F. Fox - Good turnout of 24 present.
Refreshments served after meeting.  The Truman election
caused a devastating effect on the NY Stock Market.

NOVEMBER 7  Sunday 50/7am
44/12pm

Drenching rains, fell most of night.  Cleared away
beautifully with brisk wind shifting nor westerly.   This pm
Mr & Mrs Kizirian, Ollie Burgher, Mary Roe & myself
attended a tax payers meeting pm at the Boiceville Picnic
Grove to discuss the present Onteora Central School taxes
levied on the town of Olive, proportionately higher than in



Shandaken.  The grove owner Joe Friedburg presided as
Chairman & he was appointed  a committee to get legal
advice on the matter with another meeting subject to call.
28 present.  Augustus Reiner 81 ½ of Olive Bridge died
suddenly 5pm at home of his son Ferdinand Reiner.

NOVEMBER 8  Monday 38/7am
38/10:30pm

Clear, still, some thin whispy clouds. Clear, half moon
tonight. Pleasant mild weather.   I spread load manure on
3 corner lot and drawed 3 cart loads hard maple leaves for
my day's task.  Sanford Bell, (89) West Shokan's oldest &
lifelong resident died at 1:15 pm at the Benedictine
Hospital, Kingston.  He was the father of the town of Olive
Supervisor Claude Bell.

The following is from clipping found in diary for this date:
Sanford Bell, 89 of West Shokan, one of the oldest
residents of the town of Olive, died at the Benedictine
Hospital Monday after a brief illness.  Mr. Bell, a farmer by
occupation, was born in the town of Olive and resided in
West Shokan area his entire life.  Surviving are one son,
Supervisor Claude Bell of West Shokan; three brothers,
Lester Bell, Phoenicia; Albert and Lorin Bell, West
Shokan; and one sister, Mrs. James Norton of Kingston.
Funeral services will be held at the West Shokan Baptist
Church Thursday at 2pm conducted by the Rev. Merton
Cady of Kenozia Lake.  Burial will be in Bushkill
Cemetery in West Shokan.

NOVEMBER 9  Tuesday 46/7am



57/11pm
Glum gray November. Still - Mild. Showers latter pm &
early evng & foggy.    I started plowing the orchard lot corn
stubble.  Funeral service 8pm at Humiston's parlors
Kerhonkson for August Reiner.  Remains to be taken
tomorrow for cremation.  Funeral service for Sanford Bell
to be held 2pm Thursday in Baptist Church.

NOVEMBER 10 Wednesday 64/7am
44/12pm

Real warm muggy Rainy night - and drenching rains today
with southerly wind. Windy cooler evng.     I wrote "news"
copy am.  Tonight I accompanied Mr & Mrs Henry
Merrihew and Mr and Mrs Henry Winchell to the Grand
Jurors Assn annual banquet held at Schoentags Hotel near
Saugerties.  Excellent turkey supper.  140 people served.
I met several of the recent Grand Jury panel and various
others od my acquaintance.  Asst. Dist. Atty. Vincent
Connelly, principal speaker.

NOVEMBER 11  Thursday 40/6:30am
34/12pm

A serene cloudless day & evng. Rather on the chilly side.
Wind gentle.     I plowed awhile forenoon. The earth had a
good mellow soaking up. This pm 2 oco. Mother and I
attended the funeral of Sanford Bell in the Baptist Church.
The seating capacity & isles were filled and much respect
shown.  Many were in the advanced state of life- Rev.
Merton S. Cady delivered the oration. Elegant floral
tributes spoke of esteem & affection.  Bearers Lester S.
Davis, Joe Winkler, Dick Large & Joe Steinlauf. Interment



Bushkill Cemetery.

NOVEMBER 12  Friday  34/7am
50/11pm

Overcast still glum day. Sun shone thru dimly. Fresh south
westerly wind developed evng.      I got in a few hours
plowing corn stubble & raked up some roadside leaves,
took over load manure on 3 corner lot.

NOVEMBER 13  Saturday 44/7am
40/12pm

Blustery, dark foreboding rain squalls - At 3pm a
tempestuous electric storm, black as ink from the north
swept furiously over this area.  The freak electrical
disturbance was widespread.  Blustery colder & squally
evng.  I got in some more plowing & hustled home ahead
of the storm & got cows in barn.  Also took over load
manure spread.  This evening I attended  I.O.O.F. Lodge.

NOVEMBER 14 Sunday  32/7am
42/11:30pm

Sunny & chilly with gentle northerly wind. Light overcast
evng & became breezy.  Had no callers today & a rather
lonesome one. Hunters are out in numbers today. Tonite I
packed 4lb butter to send Mrs. Knorpp.

NOVEMBER 15 Monday 34/7am
40/11pm

Partly cloudy to cloudy. Wind light occasional mountain
rain squalls. Bright almost full moon playing hide & seek
among broken clouds evng.    I spread load manure on 3



corner lot, finished plowing the orchard lot corn stubble &
gathered a big high cart load leaves along back road.  Deer
season opened today, hunters not so numerous as
yesterday.  Rec'd letter Mrs. Longyear.

NOVEMBER 16  Tuesday 36/7am
42/11pm

Sunny pleasant quiet day, becoming overcast pm. Full
moon shone dimly evng. I started plowing the 3 corner lot,
sod first since 1939.  Charley & Bertha Duloff came after
5bu potatoes evng 12.50 cash paid.

NOVEMBER 17  Wednesday 42/7am
32/12pm

Raining this morning. Murky & breezy - Broke away
toward noon sunny & warm. Cloudless glorious warm
mellow moon light evng.  The moon's reflection across the
rippling reservoir is inspiringly magnificent.   I continued
the 3 corner lot sod plowing & gathered a cart load of
leaves.

NOVEMBER 18  Thursday  34/7am
32/12pm

Serene cloudless sunny mild day & moonlight evng. Chilly
tonight.   I put in the day plowing & got cart load sawdust.
Rec'd letter Mariam.

NOVEMBER 19  Friday 28/7am
52/12pm

Clear this morning, became overcast & set in for drenching
all afternoon & night rain storm.    I spread load manure &



plowed till noon when the rain came.    This evng I took
Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie Burgher to Phoenicia movies.
Reels showed the Presidential election, also duck &
pheasant hunting season pictures & Feature film Julia
Misbehaves, an excellent & hilarious comedy.  We sent air
mail birthday card to Little Bobby with a new dollar bill
enclosed.

NOVEMBER 20  Saturday  70/7am
44/11pm

Rainy night and a drenching 8am downpour.  Afterward
faired away sunny and most like summer.  Clouded over
again during pm & cleared moonlight evng & cooler. 
John Young of Marlboro called before 7 oco. Before I was
up & wanted me to go deer hunting with them.  John was
clerk on the Oct. Grand Jury panel.  The earth is now well
soaked with water & streams running briskly.  Up till now
the scarcity of water affected many areas.  I got in a few
hours plowing. Tired out tonite & staid by the kitchen fire
& read some.

NOVEMBER 21 Sunday 38/7am
43/12pm

Partly cloudy to cloudy. Rather on the chilly side. Wind
light - cleared late evng.  Did little besides chores. Got
some princess pine & white pine tips for Thanksgiving
decorations & packed a bundle for Mrs. Knorpp, also 6dz
eggs.  We wrote a Thanksgiving card & letter to Mariam.

NOVEMBER 22  Monday 38/7am
44/12pm



Cloudy still - Set in rainy mid day & continued wet all pm
& evng.     I went to P.O., this am & to Kathryn
Terwilliger's with a hen & bu potatoes $2.50 each paid &
some beets & carrots & qt buttermilk from mother for
Thanksgiving.  I then took over load manure on 3 corner
lot & got started plowing when rain came.  This evng I
went over to see Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell & got some
Thanksgiving supplies she bought for us in Kingston.
Going over the car lights picked out 2 deer on the
Brenchaued (now Linder) right side field & coming back
3 on right side.

NOVEMBER 23 Tuesday 42/7am
36/12pm

Overcast glum & still.     I wrote news copy this am  did
chores etc.  I got in some plowing this afternoon.

NOVEMBER 24  Wednesday 32/7am
34/12pm

Mostly cloudy drab damp November - Still. Occasional
patches of sunshine.    I got in some ploughing and drawed
off 3 corner lot bumps - I read all evng.  One especially
interesting acct  Death In a Green Hell.  The Braddock
Expedition 1755 in Jan issue Coronet.

NOVEMBER 25  Thursday 34/7am
28/11:30pm

Overcast this morning early but cleared crispy
Thanksgiving weather with brisk Northerly wind, which
quieted at evng.  Freezing tonight.   I celebrated the
National feast day by finishing 3 corner lot plowing drawed



off last load of bumps. Cleaned up a fallen tree in grove
above.  Also gathered cart load leaves in back woods. 
Mother had an elegant chicken supper with baked dressing,
hot mashed potatoes, gravy, biscuits, cottage cheese, cold
slaw, boiled onions, apple, pumpkin pie, applesauce, mild,
etc.  We Ate along together.

NOVEMBER 26  Friday 24/7am
44/12pm

Froze ice on barn gutter tub last night, first in several
weeks.  Clear, crispy this am moderating. There was a
heavy white frost. Gradually hazed over & was overcast
evng set in raining lightly around midnight.    I spent
considerable time corking up leaky spots in garage roof &
on back side barn roof.  Henry Melchoir gave me needed
help in storing hay rigging in garage - putting on wagon
box.  This evng I took Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie to movies
in Phoenicia.  Interesting full length March of Time &
news reels, a good comic & excellent feature, Tattloffs
Millions.

NOVEMBER 27  46/7am
34/12pm

Rainy night - Cleared away beautifully with brisk northerly
wind, which was boisterous tonight.    I drawed over
manure, did chores & variety of odd jobs.  I find that I
failed to stop garage roof leaks with yesterday's repairs.
Tonight I attended IOOF Lodge. Second Degree conferred
on Jack Darling & Joseph F. Fox.  Hot dogs & coffee
followed, also a dance in hall down stairs.



NOVEMBER 28 Sunday
34/12pm

Sunny this morning but, becoming overcast later in day.
Chill light northerly wind. Atmosphere feels  of snow.
Cloudy still damp evng.     Lots of deer hunting out today.
One party brought a buck off South Mountain.  Mr & Mrs
John Amodei who have occupied the Bishop barn living
apartment, today moved to Binghamton.  Mr. Amodei is
employed by the N.R.Carbecelli Company state road
contractors & was in charge of the new east side 28
highway job.

The following is from clipping found in diary for this date:
38 Years Ago
Saturday, Nov. 26, 1910 - The Stanley Stock Company
which according t its promotion would have Bernhardt and
Drew back off the boards, after playing two days at the
Shokan Opera House (Pythian Hall, that is) folded up and
the members skipped town, not without considerable loss
to Sylvester Avery at whose house they boarded.  The
visiting troupers took money, clothing, etc. In considerable
quantity from the Avery home, leaving only an organ
which they had brought with them.  A young lady from Mt.
Pleasant had been selected to play the title role in the
"Gypsy Quen" which, staged with the aid of local talent,
drew good crowds on Monday and Tuesday.  But, alas, the
advertising and band (Wood's of Kingston) ate up all the
receipts.  ......Mt. Tremper - A large number of friends
attended the party Tuesday evening for Irma Burgher who
left for Kingston Wednesday to spend the winter.



NOVEMBER 29  Monday  
26/12pm

Arrived snowing and continued till mid morning, a wet
clinging snow of about 2 inches - Became cloudless & still.
Real crispy tonight.    I went up to Gus Korittkes toward
noon & had a drawn out axe he had done re handled &
chain swivel welded.  Busy with odd jobs pm.  Tonight I
went over for a final call on Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell as
they are again going to Kingston to spend the winter at the
Stuyvesant Dec. 1.

NOVEMBER 30  Tuesday  21/7am
30/10:30pm

Mostly overcast. Still, with some pm sunshine. Dark
cloudy evng.    I spread load manure on 3 corner lot, did
daily chores & split up some firewood.   The snow from
exposed areas pretty well disappeared.  Excellent tracking
conditions in woods & mtns.  This is last day of deer
season.

DECEMBER 1  Wednesday  30/7am
36/11pm

Mostly cloudy. Wind light northerly dark evng.  Heavy ½
in ice on barn tub.   Wrote "news" copy am.  Did daily
chores. This pm I banked Ollie's house & we pulled load
turnips in her potato patch - my crop a total failure.  I
topped off 4 bu tonite.

DECEMBER 2  Thursday  24/7am
Generally fair to overcast. Chilly raw air & southerly day
wind.  Still & dim starlight evng, became windy.  Finished



topping the turnips - and got a wagon load of leaves pm in
upper back woods.  Swan Brewster started painting our
south side house gable this afternoon.

DECEMBER 3 Friday 32/7am
36/11pm

Chilly raw atmosphere. Mostly overcast  calm.  Sun shoe
dimly forenoon.  Swan Brewster painted on south side of
house. The surface is much in need of repainting, last done
fall of 1940, by the late Francis Whittier, an expert
workman.  This pm spread load manure on 3 corner lot, got
cart load leaves with Ollie's help & put both yesterday &
todays loads under back shed for wind break along side of
granary shed door.

DECEMBER 4  Saturday  30/7am
30/12pm

Mild and sunny. Calm - Brilliant crescent moon over High
Point early evng.    Brewster painted on house am - but
didn't work pm.  I was bus till nearly noon with endless
chores.  This pm I spread load manure on 3 corner lot and
got cart load of leaves.  Caught my middle left hand finger
shutting garage door tonite & give it a good barking.   John
P. Eckert (77) lifelong Brodhead resident died suddenly
soon after eating his supper at the nereby home of his sister
Mrs. Nettie VanBuren.  He had been in failing health for
some time.

The following is from clipping found this date in diary.
John P. Eckert of Brodhead died suddenly at his home.
Many years before his retirement he was the owner and



operator of a general store in Brodhead. Surviving are two
sisters, Mrs. William Windrum, Kingston; and Mrs. Nettie
VanBuren, Brodhead; and a nephew, Robert Merrihew,
Brodhead.  Funeral services will be held from the Lasher
Funeral Home in Woodstock Wednesday at 2pm  The Rev.
Charles Boss of Olive Bridge will officiate.  Burial will be
in the Krumville Cemetery.

DECEMBER 5  Sunday24/7am
41/12pm

Still, sunny & pleasant. Hazed over during the afternoon &
became noticeably chilly, snow breeding atmosphere. Stars
dim tonight.    Swan Brewster worked painting am bay
window.  I helped Ben Burgher fit 6 new storm windows
on her house.

DECEMBER 6 Monday 40/7am
42/10pm

Rainy this forenoon began in night, Partly cloudy &
somewhat sunny pm - windy.  Cloudless & blustery
tonight. Brilliant growing crescent moon.  Not much
accomplished besides doing chores.

DECEMBER 7  Tuesday 38/7am Pearl Harbor Day
44/12

Partly cloudy - mild, brisk southwesterly day wind -
overcast warmer tonight.   I accomplished spreading cart
load manure on 3 corner lot and getting cart load leaves
along the back road.  Swan Brewster painted on west side
of house.



DECEMBER 8  Wednesday  36/7am
26/12pm

Mostly sunny, part cloudy, mild by raw south westerly
wind.  Clear moonlight evng & colder.   I gave Brewster a
hand with west & north side house painting.

DECEMBER 9 Thursday 24/7am
26/11pm

Sunny nice day. Pretty crispy this am. Wind light. Became
partly overcast during pm.   I helped Swan Brewster finish
first coat painting north & west sides of house & he started
2nd coat on south side.

DECEMBER 10 Friday 20/7am
32/12pm

Partly cloudy raw and somewhat windy.  I made a business
trip to Kingston.  Called on Minnie Every and Lennie at
213 E.Chester St & took some vegetables and a piece of
salt pork.  Kingston is elaborately decorated for the
Yuletide season.

DECEMBER 11  Saturday  28/7am
32/10pm

Raw cold still glum overcast day, partly  broke away latter
pm with biting fresh northerly wind. Moon shone thru
overcast tonight.    So cold Swan Brewster didn't paint
today.  I paid him for 43 hrs. Work $43.00.     This pm I
took manure over & spread on 3 cor lot & brought back
wagon load leaves.  Cornelia phoned tonight from Rome,
NY in regard to getting a wrist watch for Margaret
Winchill, a 17 jewel Bulova for $30.00.  She (Cornelia)



will pay  $10.00 on it.

DECEMBER 12  Sunday  32/7am
42/11pm

Overcast gloomy - Raw atmosphere and south westerly
wind developed.  Rainy mid pm till early evng.  Broke
away later. Warmer.     Got Christmas greens packed to
send Mrs. Longyear, Jane Bostwick & Evelyn Longyear.
Started writing Christmas cards evng.  Sending to members
of October Grand Jury.

DECEMBER 13  Monday  42/7am
38/11pm

Cloudless mild day with brisk northerly wind, quieted early
evng., became overcast and surprisingly set in rainy and
cold.   I helped Swan Brewster paint the east gable side of
our house.

DECEMBER 14  Tuesday  36/7:30am
26/12pm

Another cloudless day with strong northerly wind, that
rolled whitecaps on the reservoir. Mild other than the chill
wind, colder tonight freezing beautiful moonlight, almost
full.   Swan Brewster put second coat paint on north side of
house, despite the wind.  I helped some. I sold the 22
Stevens Little Scout rifle which I bought of Henry
Winchell for $3 to Jose Culvas of Phoenicia for 6 dollars.
 Recd Trustees of Bronx, Certificated Mortgages, 75
Maiden Lane - NYC. Bal of prinicpal not previously rec'd
on Series 18877. Certificate 64 Lawyers Mtge. Co. 
Cert.S/E cor Vyes Ave & E 178th st. Bronx dated Dec 4-



1930.  Bal amt $761.41

DECEMBER 15 Wednesday 24/7am    Seasons first snow
storm
Froze up - Cold raw still overcast set in snowing early pm
continued evng.    Swan Brewster painted the west end
house gable second coat before he got snowed out.  Aside
from chores my main accomplishment was drawing over a
load manure on 3 corner lot bring back dray sled from
summer storage, with a jog of piled up firewood.  
Donnie Bishop's 4 yrs old today.

DECEMBER 16 Thursday 30/7am S n o w f a l l
about 4"
The scene is decidedly wintry, wet clinging crusted snow,
freezing drizzle this am turning to heavier cold rainy day.
Town and county snow-plows all out today, roads  slushy
but not terribly slippery.  However Duke Eckert the mail
man failed to get up schoolhouse hill, so I went down to P
O this pm to get the mail.

DECEMBER 17 Friday 30/7am
26/11pm

Mostly cloudy. Thawing, but chill atmosphere - Wind light.
Rather blustery evng.   To mussy to accomplish much.
However I got in a strip of second coat west side house
painting pm.  Wrote & sent out Christmas cards.

DECEMBER 18 Saturday  25/7am
10/12pm

Storm brewing - Light overcast, calm. Colder than



yesterday. Fair cold moonlight night.    I busied myself
painting from 10 ocolock till around 12:30.  During pm I
took cart load manure over on 3 corner lot and dragged
home a firewood log, I had ready above.  This evng I
attended I.O.O.F. Lodge - 18 present. Presentation of 2
bibles was made to brothers Stevens & Fox by Arthur E.
Trowbridge.  A social ham & refreshments followed.
Nominations made for Winston VanKleeck for Noble
Grand, Harlow McLean Rec. Secy - Virgil C. Gordon,
Fin.Secy.
Art Trowbridge, Treas.  All present signed a Christmas
letter to the ____  ____ Lewis Bell.  Refreshments served.
I stopped at Pete Crawfords.  Paid Swan Brewster 12 hrs
painting $12.00

DECEMBER 19  Sunday 18/7am
23/11pm

Set in snowing this morning around 8:30 & continued
falling steadily till 10pm.  Still & cold.  Not much doing.
No callers.

Two clippings found in diary for this date:
BISHOP - At New York city, December 16, 1948,
Granville W. Bishop.
Funeral from W.N.Conner Funeral Home, 296 Fair Street,
Kingston, NY Saturday, December 18, 1948, at 2pm 
Interment in family plot, Tongore Cemetery, Olive Bridge,
NY
Otis H. Wright of Shokan died suddenly Wednesday at St.
Petersburg, Fla., where he was spending the winter.  He is
survived by a daughter, Mrs. Clark Phiffer of Schenectady;



two grandchildren and a sister, Mrs. Egbert R. Boice of
Kingston.  Funeral services will be held from the Lasher
Funeral Home in Woodstock Sunday at 2pm  The Rev.
Richard B. Coons of Shokan will officiate. Burial will be
in the Woodstock Cemetery.

DECEMBER 20 Monday 16/7am
8/12pm

Overcast still, threatened more snow.  Faired away late
envg. Cold & still.    Did chores - cut up some green wood
& put on kitchen porch. Wrote more Christmas cards this
am & tonight. Rec'd Christmas card letter from Mariam
saying last week she had caught her thumb in electric
beater & had 14 stitches put in thumb.  I wrote them a letter
right back tonight for air mail.

DECEMBER 21  Tuesday  16/7am

Murky still and there was a 2 inch fresh snowfall.  Clear
moonlight tonight.   This afternoon I made a shopping and
marketing trip to Kingston.  It was snowy and slippery but
I had no trouble.  Rec'd batch of cards & letters.

DECEMBER 22  Wednesday 
32/11pm

Mostly cloudy, occasional brief warm patches of sunshine.
Wind moderate mild - snow settled. Starlight tonight.  Was
busy this am writing news copy & Christmas cards.  This
pm I took big dray load manure over on 3 cor lot and cut a
small load of dead rock oak saplings.  Yesterday's snow
gave a nice run of sleighing today, but town snow plough



spoils it.  Recd another daily batch of cards etc including a
renewed year's subscription notice from "Time" publishers,
gift of  Mariam & Bob - New York City Xmas mail
breaking all records.

DECEMBER 23 Thursday  28/7am
25/11pm

Mostly cloudy, colder than yesterday, northerly wind
mountain squalls.   I bucked up green wood & put on porch
this morning.  This pm I cut a small dray load of firewood -
After supper I sawed most of it up.
DECEMBER 24  Friday 4/7am

2-zero/12pm
Snappy winter weather. Partly cloudy - northerly wind -
cloudless still tonight. High Point and the Wittenbergs with
their wooly crests glisten in the sunlight.    I finished buck
up the dray load of wood & piled on porch.  Also belatedly
gathered the frozen cabbage from the garden & put down
celler.  Also spread dray load manure on 3 corner lot.

DECEMBER 25  Saturday zero/7am -
4/12pm
Reservoir was skimmed over but  dissapated.
Cold snow squally raw wintry weather.  Wind light.
Blustery tonight & biting cold. Among gifts from Cornelia
and Dick to Mother & I is an expensive No51 Parker
fountain pen for myself.  Another unexpected Christmas
present was a telephone call at 10:45 this am from Bob and
Mariam & Gage in Mexico City.  Mother and I had our
nice chicken Christmas dinner after doing the chores and
milking.  I went to see The Three Musketeers tonight at



Phoenicia.  Excellent March of Time - The U.S. Mail
service.

DECEMBER 26  Sunday  4/7am
-4/10pm

Cloudless, biting cold. Northerly wind diminished. Still &
zerowy tonight.  The deep blue reservoir rolled whitecaps
this morning.   Did usual chores - split up chunk wood &
put on porch.  We had no callers.

DECEMBER 27 Monday -2/7am
18/11:30pm  

Reservoir frozen over. Still zero night. Clear biting cold
this am gradually moderating. Wind light - Became
overcast at evng late clearing & cold.    I took over dray
load manure & spread pm on 3 corner lot and cut a dray
load green polewood & unloaded it by porch.

DECEMBER 28  Tuesday 
18/12pm
Milder than yesterday. Cloudless & still a perfect day -
crispy starlight evng. - Hazed over somewhat latter pm.   A
perfect day for butchering and I took the advantage.  I
phone Jim Burgher and Dave Bender also neighbor James
Harrison and they gave me a ready hand.  Dressed a 145 lb
hog for Ollie Burgher before noon and this pm one of my
yearling pair that dressed in fine condition 235lbs.
Harrison came down & helped get it down celler after
supper.  I rec'd letter Edith Coleman.

DECEMBER 29  Wednesday 28/7am



49/9:30PM
Arrived sleeting and moderating turned to a drenching rain,
which with a driving gusty south westerly wind continued
all day and evening.  As the temperature moderated slowly
moderated the snow blanket rapidly melted and the water
ran lustily.   Wrote news copy & cards this am but mail
man Duke Ecker failed to get over the hill.  Not much
doing but chores. I cut up the hog after supper.  I got 4
white thrifty pigs of Ollie.  Weighing 18-20 lbs each.

DECEMBER 30  Thursday
34/12pm
The drenching rain continued unabated throughout the
night and all day on into the evening.  Snow gone from
open spaces.  Streams are rushing full and overflowing
everywhere - This is the longest and heaviest continued
rain in years.  A regular freschet - The comparatively low
temperature has retarded somewhat the melting snow in the
mountains.  Mother & I wrote New Years card letters to
Mariam & Gaye & Jeannie, & Cornelia & Norah.  We
enclosed new dollar bills.  This pm I took Ollie Burgher to
Dr. Cohn's in Woodstock.  Cornelia Dick & Norah paid us
a surprise visit at supper time.  This noon I made a trip thru
the downpour to Jim Burghers with Ollie Gene spotted cow
for breeding.  17 years ago this am our Little Honey Girl
Lillian was taken sick.

DECEMBER 31 Friday 34/7am
25/12pm

Rained continuously all night until mid day when the storm
turned into sleet & then snow making blizzard conditions



throughout the afternoon & evening.   Flood conditions
mide spread, 5 states affected.  Kingston rainfall 6 ½ in.,
highest since the Sept 20, 1938 hurricane when over 7" fell.
Flooded cellers general in this area, but ours not affected.
Despite the weather Cornelia & Dick started for NYC this
am with their new Buick.  They left Norah Frances at Ellen
Schmoekels.  I did chores & cleaned pig pens. 

ELWYN C. DAVIS DIARY 1949

JANUARY 1  Saturday  38/7am 25/12pm
The snow storm (about 5) petered out during the night.
The days weather was cloudy & sour and somewhat
blustery.   The snowfall here was about 3” soggy snow.
The mountains across and northward are covered with ice.
The continuous rainfall from Wed. am until the storm
turned to snow yesterday noon, is the longest in my
recollection.  The flood which hit 7 north eastern states is
one of the worst in NY State history.  Rennslaer  Co is
reported the heaviest devastated.  The Bushkill threatened
to break thru above the new concrete bridge.  The west
baisin of reservoir rose 9 ft in 24 hrs & is pouring over in
the very low east baisin.

JANUARY 2  Sunday  24/7am 28/10pm 
Cloudy, glum this morning. Sun shown pm - northerly
wind. Still overcast dark evng.  Was busy with chores &
odd jobs. Bucked up some green wood, put on porch.
Mother cut up the sausage meat. Says first time in her life
she worked with meat on Sunday.  Everything seems
changed from olden days.



17 years tonight occurred the most sad sad death of my
Little Honey Girl, Lillian Ellen Davis, of most hallowed
memory.  
The riolly overflowing west baisin is in marked contrast to
the deepen blue of the water before the flood.

JANUARY 3  Monday  30/7am 19/11pm
Partly cloudy - Pleasant afternoon sunshine.  Wind light.
Starlight still crispy evng.
I made a trip to Kingston taking Ollie Burgher to see Dr.
Hirsch.  She has a severe case of eczema.   I got my 1949
Chevy auto license  49 tab for attaching to rear plate upper
right hand corner - CU40 is my license no. since around
1936.

JANUARY 4  Tuesday  14/7am 30/11pm
Cold raw this am. Moderating. Considerable bright
sunshine - overcast still evng.    Mother and I ground 21 lbs
sausage meat after breakfast, before doing barn chores.
Took over dray load manure before noon.  This pm I cut up
Ollie’s butchered hog & went with sleight dray over to
Herman Weidner’s after about 7 cases of infertile incubator
eggs he gave me for pig feed.
Mrs. Alonzo G. Burgher, the former Ollie Snyder of
Boiceville died suddenly after eating supper at their home
14 Warren St. Kingston.

JANUARY 5  Wednesday  40/12pm
Rainy night - Rained steadily all day & into the night.  A
cold rain.  Snow melting & slushy.  Icy this morning and
road sanding trucks busy.      I wrote news copy this



morning & packed box & sent to Mrs. Knorpp - some
potatoes & turnips and 9 ½ lb piece of pork shoulder.  Also
salted the side pork and hams  & bacon.  Did daily chore
routine. Worked at my income tax report this evng.  Today
is the 17th anniversary of the funeral in our home at 2 pm
of my Darling Little Honey, Lillian Ellen Davis.  Rev.
C.T.W. Ahrensof Walden, former local Baptist pastor
officiated.  H.Lee Breithaupt undertaker of Phoenicia.
Burial in Tongore Cemetery.

JANUARY 6  Thursday  38/7am 34/11pm
Rainy night. Streams roaring again. Cleared away this
morning gloriously spring like & windy. Became overcast
& colder evng.  Snow disappeared during night.
Swan Brewster painted unfinished second coat parts of the
house. He worked 5 ½ hrs. I paid him $5.50.  I drawed over
dray load manure & spread on water soaked 3 corn lot
plowed sod.  I helped paint awhile pm.  Worked at income
tax report tonight.
Funeral services for Mrs. Alonzo G Burgher held at their
home 2 pm at 14 Warren St. Kingston - Sermon by Rev.
David Weidner - Interment Bushkill Cemetery.

JANUARY 7  Friday  34/7am 38/12pm
Snow flurries in night and rain & snow squally this am
fairing away mild, but pleasant and windy.  Cloudless evng
with brilliant half moon over South Mtn.  - Like sap
weather.  I made another trip to Kingston taking Ollie
Burgher to skin specialist Dr. Hirsch.  Her condition is
improved. Called on Minnie & Lennie Every at 213 East
Chester St.  I bought 10 yr Series E US Savings Bond at



State of NY Natl Bank.  Also deposited 200.00 in my
personal checking acct.

JANUARY 8  Saturday  34/7am 30/12pm
Mild. Still. Overcast this morning later fairing away. -
Moonlight frosty tonight.
Swan Brewster painted front porch facing & puttied
windows 5 hrs.  I paid him $5.00. - I did daily chores,
drawed over manure on dray. - Helped Ollie grind sausage
this pm & got 2 loads wet wood on her back porch. - This
evng I attended IOOF Lodge.   District Deputy Aaron Gray
& Staff of Bearsville Lodge installed officers.    Winston
VanKleeck succeeds Lester Lawrence as Noble Grand &
(Sonny) Lester S. Davis of Olive Bridge takes office of
Vice Grand to succeed(ed) Jas. McGlocklin who dropped
out of the line.  I was re-appointed Chaplain.  41 present.
Roast beef super served in downstairs auditorium.

JANUARY 9  Sunday  30/7am 30/12pm
Mostly overcast damp & chilly this morning but faired
away mild & pleasant & calm. - Reservoir is like a mirror
in the sunlight. - Moonlight evng with thin ground fog. I
was busy all morning with chores & getting green wood on
porch.   This evng Mort & Mary Roe, Ollie Burgher & I
went up to Phoenicia and saw Hills of Home, a magnificent
touching rural Scotch picture.

JANUARY 10  Monday  30/7am 26/11pm
Mild still, but a damp chill atmosphere  Considerably
cloudy.  Hazy moonlight evng & colder.  Swan Brewster
repaired roof leaking rotting step of front porch cornice,



near drain gutter, curved section of the SE facing.    A
thorough repair job would take considerably more time.
This pm I made another trip to Kingston with Ollie
Burgher to see Dr. Hirsch.  Her condition in a week is
much improved.  I had my income tax report completed at
the Farm Bureau office & mailed report to Albany.   43
anniversary of Fred Bishop’s wedding reception. 
Rec’d letter & check 28.98 of Mrs. Knorpp.

JANUARY 11 Tuesday   25/7am 20/11pm
Mostly cloudy cold & raw.  Calm.    
Swan Brewster painted on south side of house 3rd glossy
coat of white.  Pratt & Lambert paint.  I spread wagon load
manure on 3 corner lot and got a load leaves for bedding in
back upper woods.

JANUARY 12 Wednesday  16/7am   32/12pm
Mostly cloudy, wind light.  Cold raw weather.  Moderating
at evening, with light snow flurries.
Did usual chores, sent Ulster Co News copy to Lewis Bell,
Cornelia.  This pm mulched Ollie Burgher’s strawberry
patch with 3 dray loads pine boughs, also brought home
load green firewood.       Tonight I took Mort & Mary Roe
& Ollie to Parish Hall in Phoenicia for Centralized School
meeting vote on the purchase of 34 ¾ acres of land owned
by Leonard Colange for Onteora Centralized School site at
Boiceville.  - Big crowd present.  The vote was 272 in
favor 87 against.  

JANUARY 13  Thursday  32/7am 28/11:30pm
Mostly cloudy.  Sunny awhile this morning.  Mild - a bit



snow squally pm.  Big moon shone hazy tonight.
Swan Brewster put 3rd coat of glossy Pratt & Lambert
paint on west side of house with my help latter pm.  Busy
with chores & bucking up green wood am. - I had
unpleasant job of making a pig feeding trough part of pm.
Rec’d letter from Mariam dated Jan. 6 - air mail.

JANUARY 14  Friday  25/7am 18/12pm
Raw quite cold blustery, but withal considerable sunshine.
Cloudless, brilliant early rising full moon tonight. Still.
Its reflection early evng on the rippling full up waters of
the west baisin below us was gorgeously magnificent.
Did usual routine of chores am. - This pm I took Ollie
Burgher & Addie Kelder to Kingston - Ollie went to the
doctors.  I stopped to see Aunt Julia Winchell going to
Kingston over the new East side concrete road.  She gave
me some of Paul James clothes including 4 buckle arctics,
rain coat & heavy blue overcoat.  I stopped to see Pete
Crawford coming back & got tank of gas.

JANUARY 15  Saturday  6/7am
Cloudless biting cold still, developing cloudiness pm.
Milder tonight. - Reservoir skimmed over this morning but
disappeared.  I spread load manure on 3 corner lot &
brought back dray load limb wood the electric men had cut
along our old pasture wall down by the road & Don
Bishop’s newly built factory or What is it? - Also put a
new shoe on dray & this pm got a load of bedding leaves
along Ollie Burgher’s old quarry road.  I kept mother
company by the warm kitchen fire tonight.



JANUARY 16  Sunday  34/7am
Sunny and mild with a raw south westerly wind which
quieted early pm & became mostly overcast & still milder.
Cloudy tonight.      I went over to Herman Weidner’s this
forenoon after 2+ crates infertile incubator eggs.  The pigs
surely go t town on them. - Swan Brewster worked 3 hours
painting & puttying window sashes - I paid him for 20 hrs
work $20.00.   Charley Langer and mother called early pm
This is her 92nd birthday.

JANUARY 17  Monday  36/7am
Dark overcast this morning, looked very rainy.  Broke
away around noon somewhat.  Star light evng.  Continuing
mild.      I took Ollie Burgher to Kingston again this pm for
treatment.  So warm the alcohol in car radiator kept boiling
over.  Came back by way of Ashokan & called at Lew
DuBois & Aunt Julia’s.  I took her bu potatoes, shelled
beans, turnips & piece salt pork.  Rec’d letter Mrs.
Longyear & wrote to her tonight.  I bought a 24 mo
guaranteed battery at Strauss Co store for $11.95 & an old
battery.  Also bought a second hand tire for spare $5.00

JANUARY 18  Tuesday  36/7am 34/11pm
Sunny & pleasant this morning but mirked over chill and
damp.  Finally set in with a light rain late pm.
Swan Brewster painted on house & I helped him some - I
spread dray load manure on 3 corner lot & got load leaves
for pig bedding on bare ground sleighing.  Rec’d letter Fred
Baumgarten of Stone Ridge & replied tonight.



JANUARY 19  Wednesday  40/7am    about 60 early pm
35/11pm

Rainy night, broke away sunny & springlike this forenoon -
Strong S.Westerly wind shifting northerly during pm &
getting colder tonight.
I completed writing Ulster County news copy this morning
& was busy with chores, filing “bow saw”    
This afternoon I painted siding under front porch.  Rec’d
letter Ada Bell & wrote them card tonight.

JANUARY 20 Thursday  26/7am 18/11pm
Crispy atmosphere sparkling sunshine and cloudless skies
with fresh northerly wind.
The weather provided a perfect setting for the largest and
most colorful Presidential Inauguration  - that of Harry S.
Truman, 32 President of the United States - the man that
his own Democratic party and seemingly nobody wanted
yet  throu  his own personal never give up fighting spirit,
provided the biggest political upset in history, the defeat of
Gov. Chas.E.Dewey of New York, at the last Nov.2
election.
I painted the toilet and put 3rd coat on the kitchen porch
facing & posts.  Also took over dray load manure on 3
corner lot on the bare ground sleighing.

JANUARY 21  Friday  16/7am 26/11pm
Sunny this morning but became overcast & set in snowing
at 3:15pm and continued falling heavily into the night.
Thin ice skims were forming in the reservoir this morning.
The snow changed to hail or sleet about 11pm.  This pm I
took Ollie Burgher to Kingston for her exzema treatment.



I went and called on Minnie & Lennie Every at 218
E.Chester St.  I took them eggs, dried beans, a piece of salt
pork and pumpkin.  Stopped to see Pete Crawford coming
back & got gas.  I sold  5lbs butter @ .75 lb.          To Earl
G. Brundage _____ - Shokan Home Farm - 25A. Assd vall
1600 - Rate 25.00 per M  General Tax 26.80 Highway
13.25 Total 40.05    
Old Hinckley Farm 43A assd val $300  General Tax 5.02
Highway 2.48  Total 7.50
Recd  Nov Holiday magazine from Bob Longyear  Mexico
City

JANUARY 22  Saturday  32/7am 24/10pm
The storm changed to freezing rain during night and
temperature moderated - Broke away this morning &
became a serene sunny day & cloudless evng with little
wind.
Snow plows got busy last night & roads all cleared.  Snow
is somewhat crusted and measured this morning after
noticeably settling 4 or 5 inches.  I spread dray load manure
on 3 cor lot before dinner this pm cleared Ollie’s pig pens
& spread dray load of the manure on last years potato patch
by the old Hinckley house.  Also brought load firewood
home from down along road the electric linemen cut along
old wall.  I attended IOOF Lodge tonight.

JANUARY 23  Sunday 20/7:30am 30/11pm
Crispy & sunny this am but gradually became moderating
pm.  Still dark evng. Set in stormy late - freezing rain.
Will Jordon with his truck, with my assistance took Ollie
Burgher’s brood sow “Pill” down to Saurez’s in Olive



Bridge to be bred, and had to leave her.   Wrote air letter to
Mariam tonight.

JANUARY 24 Monday 32/7am 40/12pm
A wet night freezing rain - Everything a glare of ice this
morning.  Overcast & damp chilly atmosphere, milder
tonight.  Snow slushy.    I took am South Mtn road
neighbors Mr & Mrs Ludwig Scherik, to sent to their
people in Germany  - a heavy overcoat of Paul James
(deceased)  Aunt Julia Winchell gave me, a red coat of
Cornelia’s & a fur coat of Aunt Ollie O’Connor’s and 3
pair of practically new shoes.  This pm I went over to
Herman Weidner’s after another lot of infertile eggs.
Tonight I took Ollie & Mort & Mary Roe up to the movies.
Feature “Yellow Sky” a western.    Recd  new model S1
Parker pen from Cornelia in exchange for Xmas present
one I sent back to exchange.

JANUARY 25 Tuesday  30/7am 20/10pm
Damp raw cold murky am.  Sunny pm  wind light. Murky
tonight.      I drawed over dray load manure & got 2 loads
firewood down along road cut by new electric line crew. 
Early part pm I went with Will Jordan and his truck down
to Olive Bridge after Ollie’s brood sow. - Which I rather
doubt has been bred.

JANUARY 26  Wednesday  24/7:30am 24/11pm
All day & evng snow storm - a genuine snowy day. - cold
& still.         Don Bishop ran over his little black & tan
hound dog going out this am with his new Studebaker
truck.  Sandy was badly injured.  Mother saw the truck run



over him & we both feel very badly for the poor friendly
animal.  
I wrote news copy am & shipped Mrs. Knorpp 4 doz eggs
by P.P. - I took them down to P.O.

JANUARY 27  Thursday 24/7am 22/11pm
Stopped storming in night - murky cold damp & still.   The
snowfall was about 8” - It clung on the trees all day.
Started storming again around 11pm.  This pm I spread
load manure & drawed 3 dray loads of firewood from down
in the corner cut by the electric linemen.    Recd letter Fred
Baumgarten of Stone Ridge & wrote to him tonight.  Town
and county snow plows in operation.  Raymond Bell had a
stroke tonight & left him unable to talk.

JANUARY 28  Friday 32/7am 42/11pm
We had 2 or 3 inches of sleety snow during the night,
which turned into freezing rain - misty all forenoon.
Murky foggy, sun broke thru latter pm. - Strong south
westerly wind tonight & mild.     Heavy slushy traveling
today.  Town snow plows out again today.   I took Ollie to
Kingston this pm for exzema treatment.  I sold 10 ¾ lb
butter @ 75cents lb.

JANUARY 29  Saturday 26/7am 14/12pm
The weather was decidedly colder blustery and snow
squally.  The reservoir is surfaced by broken fields of
frozen snow. Like the appearance of ice fields breaking up
in latter March.  Did usual chores in variety, filed cross cut
& bow saws, spread dray load manure on corner before
dinner.  This pm helped Ollie get some dry wood sawed up



& brought load basswood home from electric line cutting
down in corner, along the old stone row, by Don Bishop’s
new shop or factory building.  I attended IOOF lodge evng
& called on Pete Crawford.
Raymond Bell taken by ambulance to Kingston Hospital.

JANUARY 30  Sunday 4/7am 10/11pm
A truly magnificent winters day.  Practically cloudless,
calm, & sky of the deepest blue.  An indicated weather
breeder - snow is forcast.    I did chores & went over to
Herman Weidner’s noon time for 3 cases of infertile
incubator eggs.   Charley Langer and his wonderful 92 year
old mother called pm.   Wrote to Cornelia tonight.
JANUARY 31  Monday  14/7am  34/10pm  
30/11:30pm
The snowstorm beat the weather forcast it started about
daylight and continued heavily till mid day, then the temp
having moderated changed to light rain forming a thin crust
on the 5” of newly fallen snow.  Stars shone a early evng
later murky and dark.     Recd air letter from Mariam
written Jan 27th - The 3 kids have chicken pox, first Gaye
then Jeannie, then little Robt.  They are eagerly looking
forward to coming home in October on vacation.  Snow
plows out  opened road up the hill toward night.  Raymond
Bell in Kingston Hosp. Reported to have regained his
speech today.

FEBRUARY 1  Tuesday  21/7am 24/11pm
Clear and cold - & still.  A perfect weather breeder, became
somewhat windy pm.  Cloudless evng with early setting
brilliant new moon over South Hollow.  Did usual chores.



Spread dray load manure on 3 cor lot before dinner.  This
pm cut a load of firewood for Ollie & sawed part of it up &
brot rest home by porch & sawed that mostly up after
supper.  Recd letter & new clipping & pictures telling a
dramatic tale of the terrible western blizzards.  The
reservoir west baisin maintains open water in the upper end
but the whole mid section appears crusted with snow & ice
- P.S. The lower part is open water.
Recd letter & news clippings & pictures from Ada Bell
about the terrible snow bound conditions in the west.

FEBRUARY 2  Wednesday  26/7am 4/10:30pm
The day dawned bright & sunny with view unmolested for
the proverbial woodchuck to see his shadow.  Later
developed part cloudy with snow squalls on mtns.  Cold
clear tonight.     Busy with chores and writing news copy
am.  This pm cut a dray load of polewood for Ollie &
brought part home.

FEBRUARY 3  Thursday  Zero/7:30am 24/11pm
Clear & snappy cold this morning.  Raw cold air all day.
Was getting overcast pm - & cleared with bright crescent
moon early evng, later moderating & overcast.     Ed Avery
came and had breakfast with mother & I. We had sausage
& hot buckwheat cakes right off the griddle.  Mother also
gave him a roll of freshly made pot cheese which he loves.
- It took the rest of the forenoon to catch up with chores.
This pm took dray load manure on 3 cor lot & Ollie helped
get load firewood for her.  Recd card & letter with
clippings of the severe Arizona winter from Evelyn
Longyear in Albuquerque N.M.



FEBRUARY 4  Friday  38/11pm
We had a two inch snowfall this forenoon  with turned to
light drizzily rain - A murky slippery day & evng.
I took Ollie Burghter to Kingston pm to see her doctor,
now a weekly trip.  I called on Henry & Grace Winchell at
The Stuyvesant, also on Minnie Every & Lennie at 213 E
Chester St.  Also went to see Raymond Bell at Kingston
Hospital but he had went home today. - Stopped at Pete
Crawford’s coming home for gas.

FEBRUARY 5  Saturday  28/7:30am 6/12pm
Sun broke thru the storm clouds this morning & have way
to a clear quiet day & evng.  Colder tonight.
Drawed over dray load manure & cut big load pole wood
pm for Ollie Burgher with her help.   I attended I.O.O.F.
Lodge evng.  Good attendance. Refreshments followed.
The light snow makes good sleighing.

FEBRUARY 6  Sunday  Zero/7am 20/11pm
Cloudless serene crispy winter weather.  Everything
glistened in the coating of ice this morning.  Became partly
overcast at evng.  Still.
Did daily chores.  Went over to Herman Weidner’s and got
4 cases of infertile eggs noon time.  Made needed repair to
wood saw bench pm.  Charles and Mrs. Langer called pm.

FEBRUARY 7  Monday  26/7am 20/11pm
Arrived snowing, tapering off with light rain.  Sun broke
thru during forenoon & was cloudless pm & evng.
Westerly wind veering northerly.  Snow settled noticeably -



new snowfall an inch or more.
Sent Valentine cards to Mariam’s kids, with a new dollar
bill for each, Gaye Jeannie & Bobby 3rd.  Also a card &
letter to Mariam & Bob -  Besides chores drawed dray load
manure & Ollie & I cut a load of firewood pm

FEBRUARY 8  Tuesday  10/7am 42/12pm
Cloudless - Real wintry this am - still - Moderating pm
with developing southerly wind. Mild & moonlight tonight.
Got the old Model T Ford running & set up at Ollie’s pm
& we sawed up 2 loads wood & put on her back porch -
had to do some snow shoveling to make sawing space.

FEBRUARY 9 Wednesday  34/7am    30/11pm              
NYC temp 56 high - 19 above normal
Clear and became real warm and spring like and breezy -
Colder tonight.  Snow thawed and settled  in the warm
sunshine and shifting wind.     Cut and drawed 2 dray loads
firewood from Hinckley woods and sawed it, brought a
load of rock oak home & split ti up by porch after supper
& chores.

FEBRUARY 10  Thursday  14/7am    22/12pm
Clear cold this am.  Overcast pm & evng   raw snowy
atmosphere, gradually faired away during evng.  Still
Cut a dray load of firewood and sawed it at Ollie’s - also
cleared pig pens and brought some rock oak wood home.
The whole upper section of the reservoir is now frozen
over.



FEBRUARY 11  Friday 14/7am 6/12pm
Snappy cold clear & wind.  Quieting brilliant still
moonlight evng, later became hazy with a large corona
around the nearly full moon.
I took Ollie Burgher to Kingston this pm.  Addie Kelder
went along.  Sold 3 lb butter @73    2.19
                                                                                           
                       3 “     “     @75    2.28

        3dz eggs   @70  2.10

FEBRUARY 12  Saturday  Zero/7am 34/12pm
Clear and biting cold & still this am.  The pm brought
gradual overcast & raw south westerly wind, became much
milder.      Will & Frank Jordan and Lauren Boice helped
me butcher my big hog in excellent condition.  It weighed
335 hung up and 295 dressed.  During the pm I made a trip
up to Jim Burgher’s & had my young cow “Beauty” bred
to his sleek Guernsey bull.  This evng I attended IOOF
Lodge - 21 present, refreshments served.  On my way home
I stopped to Pete Crawford’s & found him very short of
breath and using an oxygen tank inhaler.

FEBRUARY 13  Sunday  36/7:30am 42/11pm
Mostly cloudy mild windy .  Rain shower during am.  The
snow took a big licking today.
The West and East baisins of the reservoir are frozen over
pretty much of their entire areas.     Did usual chores. Cut
up the hog down celler -   Went to Herman Weidner’s and
got 4 cases of infertile incubator eggs.



FEBRUARY 14  Monday  34/7am 36/11pm
Mostly cloudy - foggy chill & damp this am.  Sun shone
warm around mid day - Murky & still evng & was rainy
late.       I spread big dray load manure on 3 cor lot.  Cut &
sawed 2 loads firewood.   Tonight I got the side pork
packed for curing.  Recd long letter Fred Baumgarten.
Recd air mail Valentine card & short letter from Mariam.

FEBRUARY 15  Tuesday  36/7am 47/11pm
Rainy night - Damp foggy this am. Became decidedly
warmer, 60pm set in rainy & windy pm  Driving rain evng.
Turning cooler late & windy.  The snow is taking a big
licking, with bear ground much in evidence.  The ground
is muddy and without frost.  I helped mother with getting
backbones & ribs cut up for canning. - Which Ollie did this
pm 8 qts.      Mother churned twice and made a delicious
batch of head cheese. -   Recd letter from Cornelia
Thiebauths (Colange’s) store re opened for business after
extensive renovation due to the gas explosion last Sept 7.

FEBRUARY 16 Wednesday  32/7am 30/12pm
The reservoir ice field is breaking away.  A raw still
gloomy day.  Snowed the base muddy ground white evng.
I salted the hams & bacon this am.  Sent a 12lb half of
shoulder to Mrs. Knorpp and sold the other 10 ½ lbs shank
end to Philip Coletti fro 45 cents lb $4.72 paid. - Herman
Weidner called & I gave him a piece of backbone to bake.
This pm cut a dray load of clump firewood at Ollie’s across
from house.     Sent the evng reading
 “ Old Jules” the famous horticulturist.  I have taken on an
achy nose running cold.



FEBRUARY 17 Thursday 28/7am 20/12pm
Raw cold snow squally and blustery.  Typical March
weather.  Became starlight late evng.
I packed & sent PP a 12 lb half of pork shoulder to Mrs.
Knorpp.  Recd birthday cards from Kay Dick & Norah.
This pm cut a dray load of firewood & sawed it.  Mostly
dead hard wood poles - Also sawed the wood cut
yesterday.  Lena & Swan Brewster called evng.   Mother &
I ground 20 pounds of sausage this am before doing chores.
My cold certainly is a watery one.

FEBRUARY 18  Friday 15/7am 40/11pm
Gorgeous sunny winter weather.  Wind moderate.
Becoming milder - Bright  Starlight evng.        I took Ollie
to Kingston for Exzema treatment at Dr. Hirsch’s.  Made
a round about calling trip at Aunt Julia Winchell’s  Lem
DuBois - Minnie & Lennie Every, Mrs. Ernest Shader’s,
Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell & home via Stone Ridge &
Kripplebush calling at Fred Baumgarten’s.  Fred Barley’s
Geo. L____bery’s, Mr. Al Emmerick’s (Baumgarten’s
daughter’s) and finally Pete Crawford’s in Olive Bridge.

FEBRUARY 19  Saturday  32/7am      50/11pm
Was froze up a bit this am.  The day was fair &
increasingly mild becoming increasingly overcast pm & set
in rainy late evng.  Wind southerly.         I got out the
shoulders and bacon of the first hog & started smoking
them.  Spread big dray load manure on the soft 3 corner lot
plowed sod before dinner & this pm Ollie helped me work



up logs on our wood hill for sawing.  We moved the 4 lusty
pigs from the chicken house to hog pen.  I felt achy &
draggy all day with my cold.

FEBRUARY 20  Sunday 36/7am 26/12pm
Murky this morning.  Fair pm breezy & exceptionally mild
during the day like April,  60/3pm in sun.  Blustery &
colder tonight.      I went over to Herman Weidner’s and
got nearly 4 crates of infertile eggs am.  I also went up to
see Raymond Bell & found him improving nicely . Talks
nearly normal.  I also called on Mr & Mrs Ludwig Scheick
& took them Cornelia’s brown coat with fur collar, a good
pair of her shoe’s & my Father’s old overcoat of blue cloth
of fine quality, to send needy people in Germany.  Charley
& Mrs. Langer came & had a pancake & sausage supper
with mother & I.   Mother fell over a water pail in the barn
after milking her one cow & sprained her left leg badly.

FEBRUARY 21  Monday 20/7am
Cloudless, calm. Snowy chill in the sunny atmosphere,
became overcast tonight.   Ground crust froze up last night,
indicating maple sap time.  I spread dray load manure on 3
corner lot and cut and sawed up 2 loads firewood, with the
old Ford rig.     Recd 2 birthday cards from Mariam & Bob
& the girls.  In one a check of $40.00 was enclosed for me
to buy a new Winchester 2 rifle Model 62.
Mother put in a hard day with her lame leg, but churned
twice, did the daily household duties.

FEBRUARY 22  Tuesday 30/7am 34/10pm
Arrived snowing and continued, mostly melting as it fell,



turned to light rain during pm & set in heavier during the
evng.      I feel tired and achy.  Mother hobbled around got
meals, cooked pig hockils & made me a time honored plain
soft chocolate birthday cake.    Besides milking, doing
chores & keeping the meat smoke going - I re shod the dray
latter pm.  No mail service today.

FEBRUARY 23  Wednesday  36/7am     36/12pm
Brisk northerly wind.  Clear & spring like tho a bit crispy
atmosphere.  Likely another weather breeder.  I wrote
weekly “news” copy this am.  I celebrated my 59th birthday
by keeping busy as usual.  Drawed over manure this pm
cut & sawed a dray load of firewood, with Ollie’s help.  Mr
& Mrs Ed West called late pm.  Mother is hobbling by very
lame & sore.      I recd a batch of birthday cards also long
interesting letter from Mrs. Nettie Terwilliger from
Del___, Fla.  Ollie made me a freezer of chocolate ice
cream, a black choc. Layer cake with cream filling, also
gave me a box of hankies, Mr & Mrs Scheick gave me a
bottle of “Imperial” whiskey.  So all in all I faring pretty
well.  Ice practically all gone from reservoir West baisin
only in coves along dyke.

FEBRUARY 24   Thursday 24/7am
Clear and serene gradually hazed over and became overcast
during the late afternoon.      Was froze us some this
morning, fairly good sap weather.     Busy am with chores.
Sent a PP pkg of 14lbs to Cornelia. - contained potatoes,
onions, pig liver, bacon and sausage.  Recd 2 more birthday



cards & letters from Mrs. Longyear & Fred Baumgarten,
also letter & check 20.09 from Mrs. Knorpp.  We cut &
sawed a dray load of firewood pm

FEBRUARY 25  Friday  34/7am 34/12pm
Ground white with slushy snow this morning, storm
changing to cold rain, a dismal wet day. Part breaking away
evng, colder & blustery.      I made another trip to Kingston
this pm with Ollie, for eczema treatment  came back by
way of Woodstock, for her to see Dr. Cohn. - There is
about 2” snow in the Wittenberg area. - Going to Kingston
there was no snow below the Samsonville road.   Recd a
magnificent Parker Chrome top clip pencil from Cornelia
& Dick for my birthday to match my new S1 Parker pen.

FEBRUARY 26  Saturday 26/7am 18/12pm
Colder raw partly cloudy and blustery. Sap making weather
clear & crispy tonight.
Drawed over manure & cut and drawed on bare ground
sleighing 2 dray loads firewood & sawed it at Ollie’s -
Brought a load home & piled handy by porch.     I attended
I.O.O.F.Lodge evng.  23 present - Refreshments followed -
I went to Pete Crawford’s & got 16.9 gal gas @ 24 ½ cents
gal.

FEBRUARY 27 Sunday 16/7am 22/12pm
Clear cold raw snowy atmosphere.  Winds very light but
chilled to the marrow.      I feel very tired and achy, a
general complaint - Did daily chores & split up the load of
green wood and piled on porch this pm.  Noon time I went
over to Herman Weidner’s & got 4 cases infertile eggs, one



not full.

FEBRUARY 28  Monday 26/7am 24/12pm
Arrived snowing & fell steadily all day and into the evng
till around 10:30.  The is 5 ½ - 6”
Packed and sent by PP 4lb butter & 5 ½ lbs bacon to Mrs.
Knorpp.   Rested on couch awhile pm - Wrote “news” copy
evng.  Mother continues very lame & painful in both legs
& can get up & down only with considerable effort. She
did her daily tasks & canned a qt jar of sausage.

MARCH 1  Tuesday  24/7am 24/12pm
March came in with traditional blustery cold and snow
drifting weather, continued thru day & evng.  Sunny
Drawed over dray load manure on 3 cor lot before dinner.
Cut a big load of mostly dead small sapling wood pm -
ideal sap wood.  I wrote to Mariam tonight.  Mother
hobbled about as usual, pretty near helpless she says.   
Recd long letter Fred Baumgarten.

MARCH 2  Wednesday 18/7am 24/11pm
Brilliantly clear. Northerly wind - started getting overcast
pm.  Mostly overcast tonight & wind quieted.
Ollie & I sawed up yesterday’s wood drawing before
dinner.   Fred Baumgarten & his venerable father of Stone
Ridge, son in law Alex Emmerling of Kripplebush called
pm & Ollie served them lunch at her house.

MARCH 3  Thursday 22/7am 16/11pm
Generally fair, bright sunshine, wind northerly - Stilled
clear crispy evng.  Bright crescent moon was high above



South Mountain.    Sap weather     Fred Baumgarten & his
father called again this am coming after infertile eggs he
forgot yesterday.  I gave Fred some turnips & a qt jar of
canned pork.  He also bought 2 lbs butter $1.50 & 2 ¼ lb
bacon @ .60lb 1.35 Paid  This pm Ollie & I cut & sawed
a dray load of firewood.  Mother did 2 churnings, but was
very lame & sore tonite.

MARCH 4 Friday  8/7am 34/12pm
Fair and sunny.  Pretty wintry this morning but gradually
moderated became mostly overcast latter pm.  Moon shone
early evng. Then became blustery & snow squally.
Drawed out manure & cut and sawed 2 dray loads firewood
from my woods.  Made a late finish.    Mother is better
today & went to bed without assistance.

MARCH 5  Saturday  30/7am 40/11pm
Sunny fir, turned much milder, with south westerly wind.
Became overcast letter pm & had rain showers early evng.,
later clearing & cooler.  Snow went rapidly today.   Got out
the second batch of  hams & started smoking am Drawed
out manure & this pm cut dray load pole firewood & sawed
it.  Was a late job & dark getting cows in barn. Tired out &
spent the evng on cot. - Ex Supervisor Lester B. Davis (76)
of Olive Bridge feeble in mind & health, in addition to
having mumps caught from his grandaughter fell this pm
& fractured his hip.

MARCH 6  Sunday  46/8am 30/12pm
Rained hard in night - Snow practically gone this am.
Muddy & water running. Turned sour & mostly cloudy -



Starlight still evng & freezing, later overcast.   Floyd
Terwilliger house at Ashokan, 3rd from the big corner store
burned at 1:30 this am.  The occupants Mr & Mrs Arthur
Carter & the Joe Kiff family, got out in night clothes so
fiercely did the blaze spread. - My “Mellie” cow due to
freshen remained in pasture lot last night & this am I found
a small but sturdy red & white heifer calf that walked to the
barn.  I also made a second trip with Beauty cow to Jim
Burgher’s for breeding.   Went to Herman Weidner’s noon
time for weekly accumulation of infertile eggs.

MARCH 7  Monday 20/7am 20/11pm
Cloudless biting cold raw day with northerly wind.  Clear
still - Typical sap making weather.      I did chores &
spread dray load manure on 3 corner lot am.  This pm Ollie
& I cut a dray load firewood & hauled it on bare ground
sleighing & sawed it up.    Kept the smoke going under the
hams.  Wrote news copy evng.  Victor Dunagen upper east
side lifelong farmer died at  10:15 last night in Benedictine
Hospital.  He was in poor health for some time.

MARCH 8  Tuesday  12/7am 24/12pm
Clear & snappy this am but moderated & became part
cloudy.  Became cloudless evng with brilliant bulging half
moon & pretty frosty.    Took the morning with chores.
This pm we cut and drawed a big wagon load of wood &
sawed it.    Recd letter Fred Baumgarten yesterday & today.
   Elizabeth Shurter -84- widow of Elyah Shurter died at
her home in Samsonville.  She had bee an invalid 35 years.

MARCH 9  Wednesday  24/7am 26/11pm



Clear and calm, hazing over somewhat pm  Became
overcast during evng. - Snow brewing.  Busy day, chores
& whatnot.  Packed & sent 3lbs butter to Fred Hoffman.
2lb butter & 2 doz eggs to Mrs. Murial Hornbeck,
Kingston.
This pm Ollie & I cut & sawed a wagon load of firewood,
from my woods.

MARCH 10 Thursday  34/7am 34/12pm
Cloudy, mild & still.  Atmosphere feels snowy.     Busy
with chores am.  This pm Ollie & I cut a big wagon oad of
firewood & sawed it up.  Was late getting night chores &
milking done.  Tired out I spent the evng on the dining
room couch, instead of reading.  I talked with Pete
Crawford on fone after 12 oco.   Recd a 10% stock div
from Skelly Oil Co. - 1 share of stock & 60/100 of a share.

MARCH 11 Friday  32/7am 26/11pm
Arrived snowing which became _______ & petered out in
a light rain by mid day.  The ground is white from a fall of
perhaps 2 inches.  Became sour & blustery pm.  I took over
dray load manure on 3 corner plowed ground and during
pm after the snow had melted from the trees cut a dray load
of firewood, but was to late to saw it.  Cornelia called early
evng from Waverly saying Dear Little Norah Frances had
her tonsils and adenoids removed this am at the hosp there.
  Funeral service 11am for Victor Dunnigan of Shokan &
at 2 pm for Mrs. Elizabeth Shurter of Samsonville at
Lasher’s Parlors in Woodstock.
The following is from a clipping found this date in diary:
Shokan, March 11, 1949 - Victor Dunnagan who died



Monday in Kingston was one of the comparatively few
residents of the Boiceville hill road section whose early
years antedated the beginning of Ashokan Reservoir
operations.  One of three children of the late Ogden F and
Catherine (Dubois) Dunnagan, his entire life was closely
associated with the family farm; though partially crippled
and lacking the use of one arm, he nevertheless, for 40
years, plowed, sowed and reaped his hillside acres with a
courageous fortitude and self-reliance such as is not often
found in these days.  Victor, who never married, not only
cut, hauled and put up his own firewood but even sold and
delivered wood to the villagers, and, with his single horse,
would plow their gardens, too.  His was the story of a plain
mountain farmer whose life exemplified the will to carry
on down through the years, despite obvious physical
handicaps which made the going pretty rough, at best.

MARCH 12  Saturday  26/7am 24/12pm
Sour raw blustery mostly cloudy & somewhat snow squally
weather.  Sap making weather.  I felt pretty tough today
have a touch of intestinal grippee.  Had an achy
uncomfortable night.  I didn’t feel able to work & just did
chores etc.                     61 anniversary of famous blizzard
of 1888

MARCH 13  Sunday  24/7am 28/11:30pm
Raw blustery & snow squally.  Cleared away during pm.
Bright full moon riding high in the wind swept heavens
tonight.     I’m feeling somewhat better today, but tired &
achy.  Did chores & went over to Herman Weidner’s & got
4 ½ cases infertile eggs noon time.  Charles Langer &



mother called & after church, Rev. C.T.W.Ahrens, Ralph
Longyear, Mrs. Mary Moore & daughter, Genevieve &
Miss Merrill called.  Mr. Ahrens now 79 sang & preached
at the church this pm.

MARCH 14  Monday  26/7am
Nice sunny day - Winds light & westerly. Mellow full
moon tonight.    Excellent maple sap weather which gives
me the urge to tap the trees.    Spread wagon load manure
on 3 corner lot & gathered a load of tree trimmings under
the electric & phone line near Watson Hollow Inn. - Ollie
& I sawed that & this pm cut another load in my woods &
sawed it.  Brought load home.  Tonight I helped Evelyn
Every Kingston High School student supply her historical
information concerning the West Shokan Baptist Church.

MARCH 15 Tuesday  28/7am 18/12pm
Fair sunny am overcast & decidedly cold & blustery pm
Clear cold moonlight wintry night.    I finally succumbed
to the urge to start sapping & got partly ready with the sap
arch furnace & got buckets spiles etc. Out of storage at
Ollie Burghers.   This pm we drawed a big wagon load of
sap wood.  Wrote news copy evng & packed box for Mrs.
Knorpp with 12.3/4lb of ham  1¼ lb piece of bacon, with
some choice potatoes & onions extra.

MARCH 16  Wednesday 15/7am 24/11pm
Winter weather.  Fair raw and sunny northerly wind -
became overcast pm & moderating somewhat.  Cloudy &
raw evng with blustery wind shifted southerly & snowy.  
Ground frozen up hard.  Chores occupied the forenoon.



This pm I tapped the maples about Ollie Burgher’s house
& the sap ran good in the sun.  We also got a big load of
mostly dead poles in my woods for sap wood with the farm
wagon.  No snow except on cold west side mountains.

MARCH 17  Thursday  23/7am
Pretty crispy this am blustery & ground white with snow
which soon disappeared in the sunshine.  Diminished
northerly wind pm  Still cold clear evng.      An excellent
sap day. Drawed over dray load manure on 3 corner lot,
after getting long  run of chores done.  This pm Ollie & I
tapped trees on Dolan’s property - last tapped 2 yrs ago.  I
got the sap arch ready for use & Ollie gathered 43 barrel
sap - Ready to start fire in the morning.  Got butter & eggs
packed tonight to send t Kingston tomorrow with Claude
Bell.

MARCH 18 Friday  24/7am 14/12pm
Snow storm, set in around 9 ocolock & continued till
around mid pm - fall about 3” Turned blustery & colder.
Cloudless wintry tonight.   We boiled the first batch of sap
- The overnight sap in buckets frozen hard.  This pm I took
Ollie over to see Dr. Cohn in Woodstock.  This evng Mort
& Mary Roe Ollie & myself went to Phoencia & saw a
tense World War 2 - air picture “Command Decision” -
The bombing of Germany from British based squadrons. 
 Recd from Trustees of Series F Cert #5929 @ 15.75 per
hundred of original amt principal $1,000 which makes total
paid of 88,425% Amt of present check $157.50

MARCH 19  Saturday 9/7am 12/12pm



Snappy raw cold clear winter weather.  Clear with biting
northerly wind. Cloudless quiet cold tonight.
I spread dray load manure this am & cut load firewood
using the new snow for a slip of sleighing.  We sawed it up
this pm & brought load home & piled on porch.     I
attended IOOF Lodge tonite.  Initiatory  Degree conferred
on John Leacock of Shokan & Harry McGloeklin of
Samsonville - Refreshments followed - I stopped at Pete
Crawfords & left them some eggs.

MARCH 20  Sunday 15/8am 26/10pm
Reservoir party frozen over this am but the skim ice soon
dissipated.  Clear, pleasant, bright sunny quiet day. Clear
still & turning a bit warmer tonight.      I rested some - but
mostly busy.  Mother milked morning & night.  I made
noon time trip to Herman Weidner’s after about 4 ½ cases
eggs.  During pm Ollie & I gathered sap & tapped more
trees above the ledges.  Ice in buckets frozen solid.  Packed
4lbs butter tonight to send Cornelia.

MARCH 21  Monday  34/7am 54/12PM
Much warmer - Strong gusty shifting winds - mostly
southerly.  Sunny till mid pm then became overcast. Stars
shone evng, later overcast again.      A super excellent sap
day.  Spread dray load manure on 3 corner lot before
dinner.  Worked at the sap pm & evng.  Gathered twice,
had over 3 barrels & couldn’t get the trees on the hill the
eveng gathering.   Boiled down one batch & took it off
evng & then closed the fire up after refilling sap pan.

MARCH 22  Tuesday 50/7am



Continued blustery typically March but warm - Mostly
sunny, becoming all overcast pm with driving rain squall
from High Point at dusk.     Another heavy all night run of
sap & today tapering off pm.  Put in the day boiling &
gathering sap.  This is the heaviest run since I have been
helping Ollie make maple syrup since 1942.

MARCH 23  Wednesday 52/7am
The wind finally got quieted down & the weather was
generally fair & balmy.   The change from winter to spring
gives everybody a laggy can’t get going feeling.  Boiled sap
last night till 2 oco. - Did chores, got out manure, boiled
sap & this pm we cut a dray load of sap wood.  Boiled sap
again tonight.  We gathered over 2 barrels.  The run tapered
down & pretty well stopped this pm.  Rec’d letter from
Cornelia stating Norah had to be taken to the hosp. from
blood clot bleeding of her throat, a week after the operation
but is OK again & home from hosp with Uncle & Aunt in
Waverly.

MARCH 24  Thursday 34/7am 32/11pm
Continued fair & mild, hazy & wind light. - Not so warm
as yesterday. Cloudless still tonight.      
Busy this morning with home chores. Took off the last
boiling of syrup after dinner & then we got a big dray load
of sap wood, dead poles, mostly oak.

MARCH 25  Friday 40/7am 44/12pm
Overcast  Gloomy day & evng. - Mild yet chilly
atmosphere.  Wind very light. Stars shone late evng.  
Busy with chores am.  This pm Ollie & I cut and sawed big



wagon load of firewood & I brought part home, mostly old
dead chestnut for the kitchen stove. - also gathered ½ barrel
sap - Got home after dark. Mother had cows milked.

MARCH 26  Saturday 43/7am 64/12pm
Foggy this morning, broke away unseasonably warm.
Became overcast late pm & threatened showers - Calm -
Most like summer weather.       I spread manure on 3
corner lot before dinner - Gathered a surprising run of sap
over ½ barrel & sawed up a load of firewood pm. - Boiled
down yesterday & todays batch of sap.   This evng I took
Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie to Phoencia.  Saw excellent
March of Time  (Recreational) & feature film in color.  
The Sun Comes Up.  Olive Legion Post 1627 held Spring
Festival entertainment & dance at Olive Bridge Hall.
Large attendence.

MARCH 27  Sunday  64/7am 78/1pm
68/12pm
Hot unseasonable weather - overcast to hazily sunny.  Light
April showers. Blustery & squally tonight.  I feel all
completely tired out.  Rested on cot part pm.    Wrote
annual IOOF Dist. Grand Comm post card notices.  Mr &
Mrs John Amoder of Binghamton who occupied the
Bishop barn apt last year called pm.

MARCH 28 Monday 54/7am 50/11pm
Strong gusty nor-westerly wind - Sunny, but not so warm



as yesterday. Cloudless windy evng.    We cut and sawed
a load of firewood.  Dr. R.A.McCartney of Ellenville gave
my cattle, perodical TB test.   Francis Every and son
Lawrence paid mother & I an evng. Call.  I showed them
my gun collection.

MARCH 29  Tuesday 44/7am 60/12pm
A magnificent bright sunny day with drying northerly
wind.  Some fluffy clouds developed pm & looked showery
off north.  Cloudless bright starlight still evng, later breezy.
 This pm spread load manure on 3 corner ground & we cut
& sawed 2 wagon loads firewood.  I also did some
tinkering on the old Ford.  Wrote news copy evng.

MARCH 30  Wednesday 46/7am 40/11pm
Continued warm unseasonably - Partly overcast but
generally sunny.  Light wind southerly.    We took up and
washed the sap buckets, spiles etc at the sap arch.  Aslo
sawed up dry sap wood & I brought a big wagon load
home.  Pretty well tired out tonight & my hands sore &
fingers stiff.

MARCH 31 Thursday  36/7am 35/11pm
Cold damp mussy day, light rains & snow & rain mixed. 
  We finished sawing the left over sap wood & brought
load home.  Also removed pine branches mulch from
Ollie’s strawberries & moved winter banking from house.
And also moved the old Ford sawing outfit back home, for
my wood sawing.   Rec’d letter Ed. Terhune.  
1 yr ago at about 8:20pm ink inky rainy blackness occurred
the B25 Army bomber crash against Middle Ridge Mtn



head of Maltby Hollow.  3 crack fliers killed.

APRIL 1  Friday 36/7am      35/11pm
Overcast am.  Sunny pm.  Clear crispy evng.  Winds light.
   I made a shopping trip to Kingston.  Went to see Minnie
Every at 213 E.Chester St. Also called on Mr & Mrs Henry
Winchell at the Stuyvesant.   
April Fool passed without attempt of me trying to fool
anyone or they me.

APRIL 2   Saturday  32/7am 36/12pm
Partly overcast with considerable sunshine - Pleasantly
cool - Wind gentle.  Drawed load manure on 3 corner lot.
This pm Ollie helped me cross cut up firewood logs.  I
attended IOOF Lodge evng.  Refreshments served.
The Olive Bridge Fire Dept was called mid pm to put out
a grass fire on the Chalet Indian property of Boiceville, and
at 8 pm responded to a house on fire along the hill beyond
Temples’ Pond in the Glenford area.  Woodstock
responded first called for help.  The house owned by City
people had interior damage.  Rec’d letter from Mariam
with color foto of little Robert.

APRIL 3  Sunday  40/7:30am
Partly to mostly cloudy, moderately cool. Wind light.
Cloudy still evng.     I went to Herman Weidner’s after
infertile eggs, got nearly 5 cases.  Pete Crawford called
briefly pm.    Wrote air mail letter to Mariam tonight.

APRIL 4  Monday  36/7am 38/11pm



Some nice sunshine but otherwise mostly cloudy, a  bit
squally & chill with northerly wind.  Still became cloudless
tonight with brilliant growing moon. Nearing half over the
Wittenbergs.      Made a day of it getting the saw rig set up
& sawing up the firewood on hand with Ollie’s help.  Was
very tired when chores were finished.  Annual meeting of
Tongore Cemetery Assn tonight at Olive Bridge hall, altho
requested by Oscar Dudley I felt unable to go.  Wrote Mrs.
Longyear evng & packed 3 dz eggs to send her.

APRIL 5  Tuesday 38/7am 43/11pm
Beautifully clear this morning but became overcast with a
raw southerly wind pm. - Cloudy still tonight & had
sprinkle of rain.  I spread load manure on 3 corner ground
before dinner & this pm.  I plowed a strip for Ollie, across
the road from her house & we planted 3 pounds of dwarf
peas.   Wrote news copy evng.  Sent Mrs. Longyear 3 dz
box eggs.

APRIL 6  Wednesday  40/7am 42/12pm
Rainy night and this forenoon - A much needed fall.
Blustery & squally pm & evng. - Snow on mountains. 
I delivered 26lbs of ham & bacon to Mr & Mrs Ludwig
Scheick and visited Dick & Lillian Larges new Holiday Inn
on the Mountain Road.  The meat brought $16.90 @ .65lb.
Paid.  This pm I burned a big heap of brush for Ollie
Burgher.  Rec’d letter Mrs. Longyear 32nd anniversary of
US entry into World War 1.  This is my old schoolmate
Addie Eckert Kelder’s 59th birthday.



APRIL 7  Thursday  44/7am 40/11:30pm
Partly cloudy to cloudy - somewhat breezy - Rained lightly
along this evening.  Moderately on the cool side.
Ollie & I drawed and sawed 2 dray loads of firewood from
our woods & finished up the job & put away the old Ford
in back of garage.  It has developed a knock indicating a
burned out bearing & will have to be repaired before using
again. - My back played out along with the old car.  Oscar
Crispell died in Kingston Hosp from heart trouble

APRIL 8  Friday  40/7am 40/11:30pm
Rained in night. Partly to mostly cloudy - fresh snow fringe
on the Wittenbergs. Rather on the raw windy side -
Mountain snow squalls & rain on lower levels pm.       This
am I pounded set in the wood saw & put new runner on
dray sled.  This pm I spread load manure on 3 corner
ground & plowed a sod patch & last years potato ground in
Ollie’s old orchard across the road.  Mother & I wrote
Easter card & notes to Ellen Wilfris this am at Havana
Cuba.   Montgomery Ward farm store of Kingston
delivered me an Avery spring tooth harrow.  Cash $47.00
 Our old wheel spring with harrow father bought second
hand in 1907 for $25.00 is still usable.

APRIL 9  Saturday 36/7am 40/12pm
Miserable raw cold windy weather with mountain snow
squalls.    I hung up & started making the last 2 hams.  This
pm I took Ollie Burgher, Addie Kelder & Lauren Boice to
burial services of our old friend Oscar Crispell in Tongore
Cemetery.  There was a cortege from Connors Funeral
Parlors in Kingston of 19 cars.  There were many floral



tributes. - Oscar a World War 1 veteran was not accorded
military honors by the Olive Post American Legion due to
the family’s wishes.     Dick & Lillian Large’s new Holiday
Inn officially opened tonight.   I attended IOOF Lodge &
called on Pete Crawford.  Sent Easter cards to Gaye
Jeannie & Bobby each with a new dollar bill enclosed

APRIL 10  Sunday  38/7am
A gorgeously magnificent sunny cool day with northerly
wind quieting.  Cloudless still evng.  Moon nearing full.
I went over to Weidner’s and got 6 cases of infertile
feeding eggy.  Pete & Gussie Crawford called pm   I gave
them several dozen eggs, some beans, potatoes & chunk of
butter.

APRIL 11 Monday  36/7am 36/12pm
Another practically cloudless day & evng. Brisk northerly
wind quieting evng.  Real cool morning & night.     
I got the new harrow hooked up ready for use am along
with chores etc.  This pm I spread load manure on sweet
corn patch by old house (last years potato ground)  also
spread lime - acid fertilizer on patches at Ollie’s.  Wrote
news copy evng.

APRIL 12  Tuesday  40/7am 38/12pm
A soft clear warm springlike day with consistent southerly
wind.  A bit hazy & became more noticable tonight.
There was a total eclipse of the moon beginning at 9:30pm.
- Its awesome significence   was somewhat dimmed by the
overcast.    Went over to Will Jordan’s along 28A & he cut
my hair this am.  This pm I harrowed Ollie’s oats & potato



patch.  The new springw___  harrow works great in
comparison with the old one.   Wrote Mariam Easter card
letter tonight along with watching the progress of the
eclipse.

APRIL 13  Wednesday  54/12pm
Became overcast this morning with light wind. - Light
sprinkles pm & set in rainy early evng.
I sowed & seeded small oats patch for Ollie & harrowed
the patches.  This evng I took Will Jordan & Harlowe
McLean to the IOOF District Grand Comm meeting at
Bearsville Lodge No 533.  51 present. Excellent supper
preceeding by Agapae Rebekahs.  Aaron Gray re elected
District Deputy and myself, ECDavis, Secretary with salary
increase from $25 to $35 per year.

APRIL 14  Thursday  48/12pm
Rainy night.  Fair sunny hazy weather turned very warm,
most summer weather. Clear cooler evng.
I made a marketing trip to Kingston pm with eggs & butter.
Enroute to & fro I called on  Aunt Julia Winchell  Lem
DuBois  Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell, The Leader &
Freeman offices, Minnie & Lennie Every.  Coming back
via Stone Ridge & Kripplebush called at Fred
Baumgartners, Fred Barleys & Geo. Louinsberrys.

APRIL 15  Friday  50/7am 48/12pm
Fair this morning but became overcast & muggy - Strong
south westerly wind developed and brought the season’s
first thunder showers pm.  Not much rain locally.  Cooler
overcast evng.      Harrowed & marked out and mostly



planted Ollie’s potato patch pm - spread 6-12-6 fertilizer in
rows & dug it in.   Mother & I have recd several Easter
cards & notes.

APRIL 16 Saturday 44/7am 32/12pm
Rain cold cloudy & windy.  Sun broke thru occasionally
pm. Vast contrast to yesterday & Thursday’s summery
conditions.   I spread load manure on patch by old house
and help finish planting Ollie’s potato patch, about 2 bu
planting, partly small sized seed.

APRIL 17  Sunday 43/7am 30/12pm
Brilliant sunny windy & crispy. Some pm cloudiness
becoming hazy evng & wind quieting.
Went to Weidner’s & got 4 cases infertile eggs. Took a
walk in the slashing pm that Sueples cut for his sawmill
that was on the Beesmer tract.  There are acres & acres of
blackberry bushes.    Mother & I attended Easter service in
Baptist Church tonight.  Rev. Walter White in charge.
Slides of the Resurrection & ascension were shown by Mr
& Mrs Nelson Lewis of Kingston.  Charles & Mrs. Langer
also Mrs. Moore & Genevieve were pm callers.

APRIL 18  Monday  38/7am 34/11pm
Set in cold rain at mid morning & continued all day &
evng.    Not much doing today. Did chores, wrote cards etc.
The rain is much needed as streams are unusually low for
time of year.   Mother & I looked over and catalogued
some of a batch of old pictures in variety.

APRIL 19  Tuesday  36/7am 40/12pm



A wet night- Surrounding higher levels are densely snow
covered.  Unsettled mostly cloudy.  Light pm rain showers
- Mtns shrouded in fog this am. West Shokan came in the
limelight of publicity in the search and finding this am of
3 boy campers on Wittenberg Mtn., back of Moonhaw
along the Van Benschoten trail.  A party of 6 L.I.  youths
had entered at the head of Woodland Valley Sat. am &
yesterday the group became separated & 3 of the lads
found their way out to W Shokan. - A passe of State
Troopers made the search led by Chas. H. Weidner, 4th.

APRIL 20  Wednesday  36/12pm
Beautiful clear cool with northerly wind - clear still
tonight.      Lauren Boice and I started putting down new
kitchen porch floor.   I went with Jesse Shurter from
Samsonville to Ellenville tonight when the dramatic
exemplification of the Master Mason Degree was conferred
on 4 Fellow Crafts including Jesse at the temple of
Wawarsing Lodge No552 - F.A.M. - there was an
attendance of 100 or more, after which supper was served.
Ollie Burgher started working at the Chalet Indian at
Boiceville.

APRIL 21  Thursday  40/7am 46/12pm
Soft mellow sunny warm spring weather with southerly
wind, becoming overcast pm clearing, cool, evng with
wind northerly.      Lauren Boice and I finished the porch
floor job & I painted the north end woodwork panel.

APRIL 22  Friday 52/7am 56/11pm
Sunny early but clouded over, brisk developing southerly



wind brought showers mid pm & drenching driving rain
evng.        This am I put a priming coat of steel gray paint
on the new porch floor.  This pm I spread load manure on
sweet corn patch by old house & raked up a small load of
bedding leaves, in the showers.

APRIL 23 Saturday  52/7am 46/12pm
Clear early but became overcast & set in around 10:30 for
a three hour driving rain from south quarter. - The sun
broke thru warm followed by a dashing thunder shower
from the west.  Clear and cooler tonight.    Due to the rain
my accomplishments were confined to chores & odd jobs.
Packed 6 doz crate of eggs also a 11 1/4lb half ham for
sending Mrs. Knorpp.   I attended IOOF Lodge evng.
Good attendance & refreshments.

APRIL 24  Sunday  46/7am 40/12pm
Daylight Saving Time Begins.     Partly cloudy, cool, fresh
northerly wind. Clearing cold tonight.  I made my last trip
to Herman Weidner’s 21/4 cases infertile eggs final
hatching.

APRIL 25  Monday  32/7am 48/12pm
Froze ice last night. Cool and mostly cloudy.  Clearing
evng.  Wind northerly.      I plowed Ollie’s garden patches
and strip for sweet corn across from the old Hinckley
house.  Flies bothersome, - indicating strom brewing.
Tonight went to Phoenicia movies, saw Down To the Sea
In Ships and 1887 whaling expedition adventure in the era



of sailing ships.    Rec’d air letter from Mariam.

APRIL 26 Tuesday 52/7am
A pleasant sunny warm day with southerly wind, gradually
becoming overcast at evng. Set in rainy late, which proved
a light shower.   Lauren Boice worked this am making new
kitchen porch steps.  This pm I did a big and overdue job
for myself and team harrowed over the 3 corner lot plowed
sod .  Mother had our Steinway piano tuned pm.   Mr &
Mrs Henry Winchell returned home to their Sunny Cliff
Farm, after spending winter in Kingston.

APRIL 27 Wednesday  56/12pm
Beautiful sunny day with fresh northerly wind, quieting
latter pm & became overcast & had a sprinkle of rain evng.
I helped Lauren Boice finish the porch steps till 2pm. -
Then after dinner I harrowed over & limed the last year
replowed corn patches above 3 corner lot.  Wrote news
copy after morning chores.  Paid Lauren Boice 12.00 for
his work.

APRIL 28  Thursday  44/7am
Decided cooler this glorious sunny brisk morning - The
reservoir is majestically cooling its whitecaps down.  Clear
cold with brisk northerly wind, quieted at evng.       This
am I spread load hog manure on corn ground - PM I
harrowed the orchard lot last fall plowed corn stubble for
oats & strip by old house.  Plenty tried tonight.

APRIL 29 Friday  34/7am 56/10:30pm
Clear early, but the day & evng was partly to mostly



cloudy, southerly winds, quieting at evng.  Warmer.
I drawed 2 loads hog manure & spread on 3 cor. lot ground.
- Pretty well tired out tonight and hands sore.

APRIL 30  Saturday  56/12pm
Fair, some high cloudiness.  Ideal spring weather calm &
serene this am southerly wind developed.  Still clear evng.
    My old friend and Masonic brother Peter R. Crawford
(52) Olive Bridge died suddenly at about 8:20 this am.  I
spread big wagon load of hog manure on corn ground,
cleared out the yeard & put in a load of sawdust, from the
big head where Wm Sueples’ mill stood on Will Beesmer’s
lot.  I attended I.O.O.F. Lodge tonight. Initiatory Degree
conference on Edw. Jurkowski, James Burke and
________Johnson.   I called at the Crawford home after as
I did last Sat nite when Pete got gas for me.

MAY 1  Sunday 58/7am 56/12pm
Fair early but murked over and the afternoon was rainy
(showers) Murky foggy warm evng.      Was around home
all day - no callers.  This evng Ollie Burgher & I went with
Jesse Shurter from Samsonville over to Humiston’s in
Kerhonkson to pay respects at the bier of Pete Crawford.
He was in his casket, looks natural but rather purple.
Stopped coming back at the Crawford home in Olive
Bridge & visited with Pete’s wife, Mickey & Bob Shultis -
on the way to Samsonville stopped at Henry Winchells.

MAY 2 Monday 64/11pm



Warm - muggy - continued wet weather. Showers along all
day & evng. - Southerly winds still evng.  Mild thunder &
lightning late evng.

MAY 3 Tuesday 50/12pm
Rainy night and was muggy & unsettled this am gradually
faired away with a sunny balmy pm with fruit trees in
profuse blossom.  Cloudless & cooler tonight. I finished
painting under porch am.   This pm 2 oco attended funeral
services at Olive Bridge Church, seated to capacity.  32
floral pieces, for Peter R. Crawford - Sermon by Rev.
Charles Boss.  Choir sang The Old Rugged Cross.  Mrs.
Boss at the organ. - Masonic ritualistic service at the grave
in Tongore Cemetery by members Kingston Lodge No 10.
Bearers were Bert. Dibbell, Floyd Terwilliger, Cecil Gray,
myself, ECDavis (Masons) and John C Marshall & Oscar
Dudley.  About 25 Masonic brethern took part in the burial
ceremony.    This am, Clyde Jones 19 yr old unbelievable
son of Mr & Mrs Harry Jones buried from Carr’s Parlors,
Kingston in Tongore Cemetery.

MAY 4 Wednesday   48/7am
A truly gorgeous summery day with sunny skies, light
wind, mostly overcast tonight. Nature is putting on a most
gorgeous dress parade with the trees leafing out, lilacs in
bloom and fruit trees profusely in blossom.    
This am I wrote an obituary about Pete Crawford for the
Kingston Freem., also spread wagon load manure on
Ollie’s potato rows.  This pm she gave me a lift getting the
patches above 3 corner lot sawed with oats & grass seed,
mostly alfalfa & timothy.  Ollie did the harrowing & we



also picked off a load of stones.

MAY 5 Thursday  62/7am 62/11pm
Record breaking heat wave for date.  Hot midsummer
weather - Partly overcast wind light - Developed a thunder
showery muggy pm with a dashing shower from the north
latter pm.  Half moon shone thru evng., all clearing late &
cooler.  I boated down the seeded patches & sowed 300
acid fertilizer on orchard lot oats ground before dinner.
This pm I spread 41 bags lime on the piece also limed the
patch for sweet corn  opposite old house.  - I got wet in the
shower.

MAY 6 Friday 64/7am 64/11pm
Shower after midnight. The day was hot calm & partly
cloudy hazy - The pay off came this evng with boisterous
long thunder storm from the west. Lightning incessant - a
general storm but lights not affected.  Busy with chores &
odd jobs am - moved saw bench back to old house for
summer storage & also pm I did a big oats & grass seeding
job & harrowed it in, on the orchard lot ground.  Saved a
strip toward road for late sweet corn.

MAY 7 Saturday 64/7am 44/11pm
Arrived sunny but murked over and turned decidedly cool -
Faired away mid afternoon & was cloudless tonight, chilly
and bright bulging moon.    Spread load stable manure on
Ollie’s potato row.  Here and there a plant is showing
above ground. During pm Ollie helped me draw off 2
wagon loads of stones, corn stubble roots, & weeds from
yesterday’s sowing.  Makes a big improvement. Funeral 2



pm in Olive Bridge Church for Harry Wright (78) of
Kingston, formerly of Beaverkill Hill, retired D.W.S.
employee, burial in Tongore Cemetery.

MAY 8 Sunday 43/7am 50/12pm
An all glorious, Junelike but cool Mothers Day. Wind
southerly. The blue crested reservoir tide is rippling in this
pm. Was part cloudy chilly evng With the leaves advanced
by summer weather, refreshing rains, natures green and
blossoming garb is truly magnificent.       Mother & I wrote
to Mariam - Went to Phoenicia tonite & saw color picture
Take Me Out To The Ball Game,depicting the transition era
of the horse & buggy & early automobile days. Also
excellent historical color film,

MAY 9  Monday 48/7am 56/12pm
Fair hazy rather warm & muggy - became overcast pm with
showers late pm.  Cleared evng early. Wind light - later
overcast.    Spread week end load manure on Ollie’s potato
rows.  Boated over the oats field pm.  After supper took
“Beauty” cow up to Jim Burgher’s for breeding.  This is the
3rd trip  Mother rec’d a lovely Mother’s Day card from
Kay & Dick.

MAY 10 Tuesday 46/7am 44/12pm
Cool - Part cloudy - Wind light.  Pleasant.      This am I got
out the machine & mowed strip of grass out along road
ditch & along garden & to pasture bars.   This pm I drawed
& spread Ollie’s hog manure with her help.

MAY 11 Wednesday  46/7am 44/12pm



Cool - Sunny with some high cloudiness. Wind light. Cool
moonlight evng with some overcast.      I spread load
manure on Ollie’s potato rows before dinner & this pm
disced her unplanted patches & got partly over the 3 corner
lot.  Got cart load cut grass along garden for the cows. This
evng I went with Mr & Mrs Henry Merrihew & Mr & Mrs
Henry Winchell to the Grand Jurors Assn May dinner at
the Kirkland in Kingston.  An excellent turkey dinner was
served.  Attorney William Kelly, speaker.  Assn Pres Tom
Murphy Master of Ceremonies.

MAY 12 Thursday  34/7am 52/11pm
A most glorious cool cloudless day, till became part cloudy
during pm - Wind light.- Cleared beautifully tonight with
brilliant full moon.  I sold my all red heifer Jane 14 ½ mo
old to Jacob Gray of  (left blank)  for $85.00 Paid by check.
Mother helped me clean up load of the cut grass am. This
pm I worked discing the 3 corner lot, finished both ways.
 Mrs. Charles Barber “Aggie Barber” found dead by her
husband on toilet floor.  They lived in part of Tisch’s
formerally Mrs. Louise VanKleeck home in Brodhead on
28A.

MAY 13 Friday 40/7am 48/12pm
Elegant work day. Cloudless with overhead haze -
Southerly day winds mostly pm cool, quiet moonlight
evng.
Disced, plowed and re-disced our garden, a big job - Also
spread load manure on Ollie’s potato rows, and got cart
load sawdust for cow bedding.



MAY 14 Saturday 50/7am     48/12pm
Rather windy, fair this morning, becoming overcast & had
light early afternoon rain, gradually clearing again.
Cloudless chilly evng. - Declining full moon.     I cut
potatoes this am but the shower prevented planned pm
planting. Instead I got a load of leaves for bedding.
Attended  IOOF Lodge evng. Refreshments served - I
stopped at Cecil Grays store to my surprise found its
interior greatly enlarged since I stopped 2 weeks ago.

MAY 15 Sunday 46/7am
Lovely day - on the cool  side - wind light, northerly. 
Around home most of day.  Mr & Mrs Fred Barley of
Kripplebush called pm - He served with me on last Oct.
Grand Jury. Charley & Mrs Langer also called, - their first
in several weeks.   Funeral services for Mrs. Charles
“Aggie” Barber held at Lashers in Woodstock 1:30pm - in
charge of Rev Walter White, pastor Baptist Church.
Interment Tongore Cemetery.

MAY 16 Monday 48/7am 56/11pm
Cloudy & threatening this morning, but faired away
somewhat & murked over again latter pm.  August like
lowry weather.  Calm.     This am I spread cart load manure
on potato ground, which is the north end of 3 corner lot.  I
helped Allan Rose load Ollie’s two yearling sow hogs for
live stock market sale & cleaned pen.  This pm harrowed
& marked out the potato ground with Ollie’s help & put
fertilizer in rows & got about a bu planted.

MAY 17 Tuesday 56/7am 60/11pm



Pleasant warm fair somewhat hazy weather with wind
gentle. Still cool starlight evng.  Ollie helped me finish
planting my Katadin potatoes, about 4 ¼ bu. Also planted
4 rows Bantam Evergreen sweet corn. - Used in the
planting about 2 bags 6-12-6 fertilizer.  The ground is in
excellent loose condition.  My last year planting was about
4 bu.

MAY 18 Wednesday 56/7am
Hot summer weather Breezy lowry August like - Was
sunny till latter pm when showers became general around
to the north & around by Woodstock.   Spread cart load
manure on potato rows & harrowed over corn ground am.
This pm Ollie & I marked the piece out both ways, with
Mollie horse.  89 years ago today, Uncle Dewitt C Davis
sawed off the fingers & thumb of his right hand.  He was
sawing fence pickets at his mill on the Bridal Veil stream,
mill was below the falls.

MAY 19 Thursday  78/7am 62/11:30pm
Continued midsummer weather - Windy Partly cloudy,
August like. Developed thunder showery to north latter pm
& we got some blustery much needed rain, a re-fresher. -
Overcast muggy evng, but cooler.    Ollie helped me plant
corn, dent variety. Got about half done when shower came
quickly. Planted 2 qts beans - 2 in a hill, also pumpkin &
squash seeds -    44th anniversary of the death of my
grandfather Martin H. Crispell, who wrote his signature
into my life.  Recd air mail letter from Mariam.

MAY 20 Friday 50/7am 36/11pm



Much cooler - Arrived raining a wonderful soaking
precipitation - continued steadily till around mid afternoon.
Clearing at evng & cold & still.    I made a marketing trip
to Kingston.  It was a cold nasty job.

MAY 21  Saturday 37/7am 54/12pm
Everything is drenching wet this morn & the atmosphere
very cool. - A magnificent clear cool day, with developing
brisk southwesterly wind during pm. Became overcast late
tonite.  I did a big days work. Pounded down pasture fence
posts - spread cart load manure on potato rows. This pm I
finished planting the field corn alone.  Ollie’s brood sow
“Pill” had a litter of 10 sprightly pigs this pm

MAY 22  Sunday  52/7am 5412pm
Another dreary murky chill rainy day & evng, with thunder
shower included tonight, later broke away.
Quiet day.  Mr & Mrs Herman Weidner were brief late pm
callers.  I wrote several cards. Heard today that our old
friend Stewart Jones of Kingston, West Shore engineer has
had a stroke.

MAY 23  Monday  63/7am 54/11pm
Pleasantly cool, fresh northerly wind. Rain squally along
till early pm  All clear evng & wind quieted.
Sent 3 lb butter to Cornelia. Ollie helped me clean chicken
house, & spread cart load stable manure on potato rows.
During pm I gave her a hand spread some hog manure,
harrowed unplanted garden patches.  Also cultivated thru
her potatoes which are up nice & thrifty.  Earliest I ever
cultivated potatoes.  This pm mother had a call & she



served dinner to Mrs. Nelle Cleary & 20 yr old son Pat
from Kankakee Ill.  - They were here in August ’41 with
Cornelia & Mrs. Whitaker from Saugerties.

MAY 24  Tuesday  56/7am 56/12pm
Unsettled weather. Partly to mostly cloudy. Occasional
brief showers. - Thunder shower evng continued raining till
midnight.    I did a lone tiresome job putting chicken
manure & acid fertilizer on corn hills.  Ollie worked at the
Chalet Indeian over at Boiceville.  Sent 6 dz box eggs to
Mrs. Knorpp.

MAY 25  Wednesday  49/7am 36/11:30pm
Bracing crispy northerly wind, quieting evng - Much cooler
weather - Some high cloudiness - Cloudless evng - almost
frosty.     Both reservoirs are full and waters clear blue,
very unusual for this time of year -     Busy around with
chores etc am. Wrote weekly news copy & sent 4lbs butter
by PP to Fred Hoffman, Kingston.  This pm Ollie helped
me put ashes & acid fertilizer on corn hills, finishing the
field, also got wagon load sawdust for hog yard.

MAY 26  Thursday  44/7am 42/12pm
Cold raw backward weather. Cloudy with cold south
westerly wind this am -later broke away, but the afternoon
& evng was rainy & disagreeable.  Broke away late.     I
harrowed over Ollie’s or rather one of Ollie’s garden
patches & marked out a few rows this am for onion sets &
other plantings.    This pm I went early with Legion
members Joe Winkler & Jack Darling & placed flags on
the soldier dead in Olive, also Palentown cemeteries.  We



placed for the first time a flag over John I Coons veteran of
1812 in secluded Coons cemetery on the mountain.

MAY 27 Friday 36/7am 38/12pm
Everything soaking wet & cold this am - Cloudy forenoon.
Considerable pm sunshine, wind northerly. Cold tonight,
starlight.      Moved my sow pig up to Ollie’s to make
better feeding room for the other lusty 3 wintered porkers.
Jim Harrison helped load it. Mowed the chicken yards for
cow grass alos this am. - This pm I put 6-12-6 fertilizer on
a small patch of my field corn, not well fertilized - along
with doing other odd jobs.   Tonight I took Mort & Mary
Roe & Ollie to Phoenicia movies.  The Harrisons & Mrs.
Kizirian also went.  A wonderful picture The Best Years of
Our Lives depicting conditions that service men
encountered when rehabilitating themselves back into
Civilian life.

MAY 28 Saturday  40/7am 42/12pm
Continued cold unseasonable, wind northerly.
Considerable cloudiness with some stretches of pleasing
sunshine.
Took over cart load manure on potato rows am.  I did
Ollie’s chores as she is working at Chalet Indeian.   This
pm I harrowed my 2 unplanted sweet corn patches & our
garden - after supper.

MAY 29  Sunday 42/7am 36/12pm
Very cool northerly wind.  Clear atmosphere. Frequent
showers fromt he north.  Cleared quiet chilly evng.
Had morning calls b Ed Terhune & children  B a r b a r a ,



Bryant & June, also Harry Braithwaite.  Mr and Mrs R L
Longyear Sr arrived with their car from Brooklyn about
noon.  I did Ollie’s chores - she’s working.  Mother had a
lovely chicken dinner latter pm. - After chores , Mr & Mrs
L took mother & I for a ride over down the new road from
Boiceville.  We stopped at Aunt Julia Winchell’s also
called on

MAY 30 Monday 42/7am 46/12pm
Continuing crispy cool with wind northerly. Considerable
bright sunshine & also considerable cloudiness. Still - Part
cloudy tonight.      Mr & Mrs Longyear left for Brooklyn
along toward 11 ocolock.  Mr & Mrs Louis Sahler of Stone
Ridge called noon time, after trip to Bushkill cemetery.  I
was busy around home all forenoon.  This pm I spread load
manure on potato rows, also put acid fertilizer on &
cultivated Ollie’s fine patch of potatoes.

MAY 31 Tuesday  44/7am 46/12pm
The weather pattern continues about unchanged -
Considerable warm sunshine & similar periods of high
cloudiness with clear atmosphere.  Wind light.     Ollie
helped me put twine up on corn field for crow protection.
Here & there the corn is breaking ground & already the
pesky crows pulling it.  During pm I took Ollie up to
Bushkill cemetery to put potted flowers on her father &
mother’s graves.  Kay & Dick & Norah arrived from Rome
late evng.

JUNE 1 Wednesday  45/7am 44/12pm
Sunny - The trend is warmer weather. Some cloudiness.



Wind light. Clear cool tonight.        Dick cleaned up my
Chevy fuel pump this am as gas flow had got clogged.  I
marked out the patch of ground between old house & back
road & this pm Ollie helped me plant it with sweet corn -
Golden Cross bantam,  Bantam Evergreen & Early
Evergreen (White) - Also put 2 beans in a hill & some pie
pumpkin seed.  Tonight I took Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie
to Phoenicia saw the late Wallace Berry’s last picture Big
Jack.

JUNE 2  Thursday  46/7am 46/12pm
Sunny and lovely warm day. Some clouds - Clear cool
tonight with new moon nearing half. Wind light.
I spread cart load manure on potato rows & got load
sawdust on the swing backhouse.    During pm I went over
to Herman Weidner’s & got a heavy wagon load of wet
chicken manure.  Dick painted new porch & steps second
coat.  This evng Dick & I went down to Olive Bridge &
called at Gussie Crawford’s.

JUNE 3 Friday 46/7am 56/12pm
A lovely mellow warm sunny day, with fresh south
westerly wind. Cloudless, half moon tonight & calm.
Kay & Dick & Norah left enroute roundabout for home
today. Ollie helped me spread the load of chicken manure
on unplanted sweet corn patch across from Whispell’s
house & got big wagon load sawdust for pig pen & stables.
- This evng in response to a phone call from Mrs. Fred
Baumgarten Ollie went to Stone Ridge for his birthday
anniversary.



JUNE 4  Saturday 54/7am 54/12pm
Another lovely soft sunny summery day, with south
westerly wind.  Cloudless pleasant evng with brilliant half
moon.      I spread cart load stable manure on potato rows,
got sawdust & cut grass for cows.  Mother & I started on
garden planting this am after harrowing the ground over
twice.  Set out early cabbage plants & planted row beans.
Fred Baumgarten came this pm to stay over Sunday.  This
evng we went down to Olive Bridge after lodge was out &
had refreshments with the boys.  I stopped at John
Marshall’s - got my ’49 hunting license.
JUNE 5 Sunday 54/8am
Hot mid July weather. Continued fair - a mid afternoon
thunder shower boomed down over the last side of the
reservoir. Wind light.   Did usual chores. Mr & Mrs Harry
Jones called after church pm  Mother & I are enjoying
along with Fred Baumgarten his visit.

JUNE 6  Monday 54/7am 62/12pm
A truly magnificent day - hot drying weather with brisk
south westerly day winds. - Northerly evng with gorgeous
bulging moon.    Aside from chores, my principal
occupation was getting a big wagon load of dry chicken
house manure from Herman Weidner’s $3.00 paid.   Fred
Baumgarten went home late pm. Tonight I took Mort &
Mary Roe Mrs. Kizirian & Ollie Burgher to Phoenicia &
saw the famous Walt Disney picture in color How Dear to
My Dear. 

JUNE 7 Tuesday 
A magnificent hay drying day.  Cooler, crystal clear



atmosphere, some clouds - much cooler pm with brisk
northerly wind. Cloudless, glorious moonlight evng.     I
started early haying mowed behind the barn this am., the
closer strip & heavy stand of June grass along entrance.
Also tedded it over.  Then I took over load manure &
spread on potatoes. This pm Ollie helped me put the load
of chicken manure on both sweet & field corn hills.  Also
spread some on patch for cabbage at Ollie’s.   Mr & Mrs
Cornwell Longyear of Albuquerque NM called pm
Disasterous Down Town Kingston Ann St - fire this pm -
all city apparatus called out.

JUNE 8 Wednesday 46/6:30am 50/11pm
Gorgeous weather but extremely cool with brisk northerly
wind.  Cloudless brilliant moonlight evng.   Tedded the cut
hay this am besides doing chores etc. & getting mow ready
for hay.  Packed & shipped 6lb butter to Mrs. Knorpp &
finished Ulster County Weekly News copy.  This pm I
mowed the closer strip across from old Hinkley house &
raked the hay.  After supper I got a big wagon load of
sawdust.

JUNE 9 Thursday  44/7am
Continuing cool with northerly wind diminishing.
Brilliantly clear this am with considerable pm cloudiness.
The evng still with a big brilliant moon & chilly is a
masterpiece.     Worked at the hay. Ollie helped me put the
first load in the barn this pm in super excellent condition.
Jim Harrison helped me change from wagon box to hay
rigging this am.  Rec’d letter Fred Baumgarten telling his
appreciation of his visit. - The laurel bloom in ours &



Harrison’s pasture  is simply gorgeous.

JUNE 10 Friday 48/7am 56/12pm
Considerably warmer & partly overcast. August like with
southerly wind. All cleared tonight with beautiful full
moon.    Put in a long tired day.  Drawed over manure on
potatoes & tedded over the clover twice.  This pm Ollie
helped clean behind barn & then raked the other closer &
cocked it for overnight curing.

JUNE 11 Saturday 55/7am 66/12pm
Hot and humid, August like - considerable sunshine &
considerable overcast. We had just a few sprinkles of rain
at evng.  Thundered off to North - South westerly winds -
blew strong evng.
Busy day. Worked curing the closer & Ollie helped me
clean it up this pm in a medium load.  Late pm I mowed
another chunk of hay behind barn. Tired out & after evng
chores & a bath I hit the couch & stayed there -
Geo Van Derosten died suddenly this evng at his home on
the old state road in Shokan.  He had been in poor health
for years.

JUNE 12 Sunday 80/12pm
Hot humid August weather - Partly to mostly cloudy.
Thunder showery around Wittenberg way pm. Breezy hot
evng with declining moon far south.      Got some rest
today. Tedded & raked the cut hay - I gave Jim Harrison a
hand pm getting on his hay rigging & raked his orchard. 
Mrs Langer & Charley called pm  This evng I attended my
25th consecutive IOOF annual memorial service at Olive



Bridge church.  Rev Chas Boss speaker asstd by
Rev  Coons of Shokan Ref church. Senator Arthur
H.Wicks of Kingston former Olive resident spoke briefly.
Arthur H. Trowbridge master of ceremonies.

JUNE 13 Monday  70/6:45am 75/12pm
Hot partly cloudy. Mostly sunny. South westerly winds day
& evng.        Good hay day. I mowed another chunk of hay
behind chicken yard - Drawed over cart load manure on
potatoes & got load sawdust.  This pm cleaned up the cured
hay - 2 loads - Mother & Ollie helped.  The NY Stock
Market hit the lowest levels in 4 years.

JUNE 14 Tuesday 74/7am 74/12pm
Hot muggy - Threatening some much needed rain this am -
Some hot sunshine, but otherwise mostly overcast. Part
cloudy evng - southwesterly wind.        This a.m. I
accomodated William Colange by plowing & harrowing
his garden. A tough job. Spread out & cocked the
yesterdays cut hay.  Not much of a hay curing day. Shovel
cultivated Ollie’s potatoes this pm & mowed the lst chunk
of hay behind barn.  Mr & Mrs Cornwell Longyear started
from Shokan on their return trip to Albuquerque.

JUNE 15 Wednesday 68/7am 72/11pm
Continuing hot & dry with south westerly wind - Partly to
mostly cloudy with periods of hot sunshine   Dark overcast
tonight.     Worked at the hay. Fred Baumgarten came up
this am & helped all day.  I mowed some below garden &
heavy orchard grass along by current bushes.  Ollie also
helped this pm and we made a clean up of the field behind



barn, got 2 loads & raking in excellent condition.    Funeral
2:00 pm for Geo. Vonderosten at his home in Shokan.
Sermon by Rev Coons, Reformed pastor.  Interment in
Tongore Cemetery in charge of Olive American Legion
Post 1627. Edward G. West - Commander 17 members
took part in giving the World War I Veteran full military
honors.

JUNE 16 Thursday 68/7am 70/12pm
The weather pattern remains about unchanged. There was
a very light shower during the night, comparable with a
heavy dew.  Considerable cloudiness with periods of hot
sunshine.  Wind light - southerly. Overcast still tonite.
Fred Baumgarten came again this morning & helped all
day.  We made rows in garden & set 30 bean  poles. I
tedded over the hay & we spread load manure in potato
rows, finishing that job.  This pm Fred took me up to Bert
Winne’s garage & to Gus Korittke’s for brazing mowing
machine grass ground casting.  Also got in small load hay

JUNE 17 Friday 70/7am 70/11pm
At long last the drought may be breaking. Throughout the
day and evng have occurred intermittent brief showers
from light to downpours latter pm & evng.  Continued hot
& sticky occasional periods of hot sunshine - but no hay
drying today.       I helped mother do some garden planting.
Went over to Will Jordon’s latter pm & he cut my hair, a
needed job.  I also took up part of the twine on corn field.

JUNE 18  Saturday 68/7am 72/11pm
Pretty much cloudy, warm & humid wind light.  A few



sprinkle showers. Dark still tonight.      No hay weather,
made no attempt to open up the cut hay below garden.
Planted 2 rows bush lima beans in garden am & drawed out
manure on grass stubble behind barn.  This pm I helped
Ollie set out 50 tomato plants & plant beans.  Rec’d 2
dandy neckties, for Father’s Day from Cornelia, also card
from them & one from Norah.  Household auction at the
late John P. Eckert home & store at Brodhead.

JUNE 19 Sunday    Hot sultry   71/11pm
Considerable hot sunshine, with considerable cloudiness.
Showery acting pm but rain passed around to the north.
Wind southerly.       I worked curing the rain soaked cut
hay & Ollie helped me clean it up this pm, a good, well
conditioned load, somewhat faded. This am I went after a
table for Ollie Burgher which was bid in for her at the
auction yesterday.  This evng Mother & Mrs Kizirian & I
attended Children Day Exercises at the Baptist Church.

JUNE 20 Monday  70/7am 70/11pm
Very hot & muggy. Mostly sunny this forenoon -
Thickened over humid & became showery to north latter
pm.  We had a good sprinkly - Heavier shower passed
down over east side. Cleared still tonight.        I helped
Ollie hill up & spray her potatoes a sweating job.  I also
finished taking down twine on cornfield & removed the
poles.  After supper & chores Mother & I planted south end
of garden in sweet corn, Golden Cross Bantam & White
Evergreen



JUNE 21 Tuesday  70/7am 90 in shade at noon
78/12pm
Summer begins with the hottest weather to date. Less
humid than yesterday. Mostly sunny, some overcast.
Breezy-hot clear tonight.        Grand drying hay had but a
scorcher for crops.   I had a long busy day. Mowed chunk
hay below garden left from last cutting.  Spread load
manure on grass stubble behind barn. Harrowed unplanted
sweet corn ground across from Whispell’s. Cultivated both
ways sweet corn patch by old house. A very poor seeding -
many hills didn’t come up.  Raked the hay cut this am &
spread load hay on wagon for better drying

JUNE 22  Wednesday  70/7am
Cloudy with threat of rain this morning, but we only got
sprinkles - Gradually faired away during forenoon, became
beautifully clear & cooler with fresh northerly wind.
Cloudless pleasant evng.       
I reloaded the hay well dried out & got it on mow during
forenoon. This pm Ollie helped me clean up a well cured
load below garden, later I mowed the heavy hay on woods
corner. Raymond Bell is harvesting the Bishop’s hay.

JUNE 23  Thursday  62/7am 58/12pm
A most magnificent pleasantly cool breezy day - Still
cloudless chilly tonight.      This is a perfect setting for
Mother’s 62 wedding anniversary.  Clear atmosphere, deep
blue sky & the full up reservoir even a deeper blue.
Mother nature is at her best, except for the drought
conditions. Worked all day at the hay - Cut the strip from
corner of woods to garden & tedded it after dinner. Also



tedded twice & raked it woods corner & with Mother &
Ollie helping got a big well cured load in barn.  Rec’d air
mail letter from Mariam.

JUNE 24  Friday  58/7am 81/11pm
Clear warmer, south westerly drying wind developed -
brisk evng & very warm.      Did a big haying job. Made a
grand clean up of 5 loads hay including rakings, with help
of Ollie Burgher & Lauren Boice.  I paid him $4.
The following is from a newspaper clipping pasted in
diary:
Walter Brooks, 91, of Alligerville died in Kingston Friday
evening. He was the oldest voter in the town of Rochester
at the time of his death and had cast a ballot 70 times.  He
was a life-long member of the Alligerville Reformed
Church.  He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Robert Hines, a
granddaughter, Miss Dorothy Brooks, both of Kingston,
and by several nieces and nephews.  He was the father of
the late Frank Brooks of Kingston.   Shokan Lodge 491,
I.O.O.F., will conduct ritualistic services Sunday  at
7:30pm at the H B Humiston Funeral Home in
Kerhonkson.  The funeral will be held from the funeral
home Monday at 2 pm with the Rev.John B. Steketee of
Kingston officiating.  Bearers will be members of the Odd
Fellows lodge. Burial will be in Kyserike Rural Cemetery.

Noted next to clipping:   Mr.Brooks, Simon K. Bishop &
my father Chase W. Davis were presented 50 yr gold
membership medals at Shokan Lodge No 491 I.O.O.F.  Jan
13, 1933



JUNE 25 Saturday 76/12pm
Very hot. Breezy. Considerably sunny till mid pm when the
sky murked over with thunder shower general activity. We
had an hour or so of rain & again evng., just enought to wet
the surface of parched Mother Earth.  Didn’t wet under
shade trees.    I got in some badly needed cultivating in my
weedy field corn. The corn is mostly knee high but badly
in need of moisture.  I attended I.O.O.F. Lodge but my car
quit near Olive Bridge & Winston VanKleeck towed it up
to Bert Winne’s Garage.

JUNE 26 Sunday 80/7am 76/12pm
Exceedingly hot searing brisk norwesterly wind during day.
Some overcast, but mostly sunny.        So hot I did little but
chores. - The heat affects Mother - everybody in fact. This
evng early Will Jordan & I went to Humiston’s
Kerhonkson for I.O.O.F. service for Walter F. Brooks 91.
He with Simon Bishop & my dear Father were presented
with 50 year membership jewels in Jan. 1933 by Shokan
Lodge No 491.  Thru a misunderstanding on Will’s part we
went first to Carr’s Parlors in Kingston.  I wrote to Mariam
also birthday card for Cornelia.

JUNE 27 Monday 76/7am 68/11pm
Mostly overcast sultry this am - but cleared away with
brisk northerly drying wind. Beautifully clear evng & a bit
cooler.        I put in several hours cultivating corn, which
with the dry conditions & thick with weeds is a
discouraging task.  During latter pm I mowed a big strip of
the side hill hay.  Also drawed out manure. Fred
Baumgarten came noontime to give me a hand.  Cornelia’s



31st birthday - 35 years ago today June 27, 1914 I had my
right hand caught in steam roller gear.

JUNE 28  Tuesday 63/7am 65/11pm
Overcast all day & evng.  Sun broke thru briefly. Cooler
than yesterday. Calm.          I cultivated corn & worked at
the cut hay which did not dry well.  However I raked it
latter pm & we got a big load in barn on wagon.  Fred
Baumgarten Ollie & Mother helped.

JUNE 29 Wednesday 64/7am 68/10pm
Mostly overcast murky.  Sun shone thru considerable part
of time.  Wind light.         Hay drying condition quiet
favorable, much more than yesterday.  I mowed last of hay
under hill.  Fred Baumgarten & I spread out the load of hay
for better curing and got it in mow with load left out last
night & cleaned up raking.  Ollie helped pm.    Fred took
me up to Bert Winne’s & got my car late pm.  He put on a
new Bosch coil, charged battery, re-bushioned starter, set
up brakes, new hose conn. Total charge $6.50 - after
coming back Fred left for home.

JUNE 30 Thursday  64/6:30am 58/12pm
Lowry overcast, wind southerly during pm. Mostly sunny
pm & clear pleasantly cool tonight with bright growing
crescent moon over South Mtn.       I made a shopping &
egg marketing trip to Kingston.  Mother & I cleaned up the
hay under hill latter pm in a small load.  Also drawed out
manure.  Early evng I made a trip up to Gus Korittke’s for
soldering separator cream spout.  Finished our home farm
haying.



JULY 1 Friday  56/6:30am 68/12pm
Warm drying sunny weather - Breezy. Clear still tonight
with growing bright moon.         I put a tedious dusty  job
cultivating corn - have been twice in rows both ways. After
supper I started cutting the Hinkley play hay, mowing in
orchard lot.   No sign of much needed rain.

JULY 2  Saturday 64/7am 68/12pm
Another hot drying day. Calm - Haze & murk cleared
toward mid day & the sunny, cloudless tonight.  I cleared
up the cut hay alone in a load with rakings. A tedious
tiresome task.   Cornelia Dick & Norah arrived from
Waverly supper time.

JULY 3  Sunday 68/7am         101/6pm 66/12pm
Hottest day to date. Mostly sunny & clear. Cloudless evng
with half moon & pleasantly cooler.  No sign of rain.
I tried to rest up some today, but pretty hot for even that.
Cornelia Dick & Norah had dinner at Schmoekel’s & went
to Woodstock where there was fireworks early evng.  Mrs.
Langer & Charlie called pm.  She was chick as ever.  I
made order to Sear’s & Ward’s.

JULY 4  Monday  62/6:30am 72/12pm
Hot muggy - Partly cloudy am.  Unexpected thunder
showers developed from west early pm.  A brief dashing
rain came over South Mtn & was mussy with light rains
along till early evng. - A nice wetting down on top &
moistened the gardens. All helps. The only resemblance to
4th of July of the old days is the heat & thunder showers.



This am I cut the patch of hay behind old barn.  Mowed out
the cross road across to the forbidding Bishop line fence,
also cut lower patch of oats above 3 corner lot.  After
supper I cultivated the garden.

JULY 5 Tuesday 72/7am 66/12pm
Muggy this morning but developed drier sunny hot
atmosphere with fresh northerly wind. Still, warm,
beautiful moonlight evng thru mackerel clouds.     Dick
arrived back noon time from his rip to Warwick.  He said
there was rain there yesterday.  The showers seem to have
been quite general.  I did a long hard day’s work.  Tedded
the cut hay & mowed the orchard lot oats am.  PM Cornelia
& Dick helped me get the load of hay & I raked the lower
oats.  After supper unloaded the hay & drawed out manure.
Cornelia Dick & Norah went up to Mrs. Ruth Wests for
party.  Sent orders to Sears Roebuck, Montgomery Ward.

JULY 6  Wednesday 62/6am 62/12pm
Arrived cooler & overcast with a sprinkle of rain as a 6am
thunder shower passed below High Point.  Toward noon
faired away hot & sunny - Later murked over again & there
were sprinkle showers tonight.     
I shovel cultivated corn & potatoes awhile am then opened
up the lower oats & Lauren Boice & Dick helped me clean
up the load pm.  After supper & an after dark job Dick &
I got big load from raked upper field & left on wagon over
night.  Today is Mother’s 81 birthday.  She rec’d a batch of
greeting cards, several presents & Cornelia made a big



supper anniversary for her with a festooned birthday cake
with Happy Birthday Grandma.  She & Dick got the cake
in Kingston.

JULY 7 Thursday 62/7am 55/12pm
Bright atmosphere  Mostly sunny  Northerly wind.  Lovely
cool moonlight evng shinning among the clouds.
Lauren Boice helped me put off the load of oats this
morning.  I finished the machine mowing on lower lot &
along the woods border. - Raked part of the hay & got a
small load along with the oats rakings.  Cornelia Dick &
Norah left for Rome this am.    The following is from a
clipping pasted in diary for this date:
Mrs. Mattie C. Davis observed her 81st birthday
anniversary on Wednesday.  She is in active god health and
received a number of greeting cards.  Meanwhile she is
enjoying a visit by her granddaughter and Mrs. Richard
Herringtom and family of Rome, N.Y.   
Herman Ecke has purchased of Miss Kate Dwyer of
Winsted, Conn. The 2 ½ acres adjoining the Ecke summer
home along the West Shokan Heights road.  This was the
last parcel of unsold land in what has, since 1865 been the
Dwyer homestead farm.  The massive brush grown stone
walls in the fields are mute evidence of labor done by
William Dwyer and his sturdy sons in bygone days.

JULY 8  Friday 55/7am 60/12pm
Bright sunny drying day - Pleasantly comfortable
temperature. Cloudless still moonlight night.      I finished
haying - cleaned up getting 2 loads alone.  A big tiresome
task.  This evening I went to the Phoenicia movies alone



Saw The Stratton Story about Monty Stratton all Chicago
White Sox baseball pitcher who lost his right leg above the
knee in a rabbit hunting accident & who thru sheer courage
mastered the game again with an artificial leg.

JULY 9 Saturday  60/7am 58/12pm
Pleasant weather. Dry, mostly sunny with developing brisk
southerly wind. Partly overcast tonight.      I put in a
tiresome day shovel cultivating corn, finished going both
ways. I never before saw the ground so dry and dusty.
Tonight I attended Installation at Shokan I.O.O.F. Lodge
No 491 in charge of Dist. Deputy Aaron Gray & staff.
Junior Past Grand- Winston VanKleeck  Noble Grand -
Lester S. Davis   Vice Grand- Norman North  Warden-
Chas.Gustavson  Conductor - Lester Lawrence  RSNG-
Alonzo Davis  LSNG- Wm.Jordan  RSS- Joseph Fox
LSS- Robt.Adsit  RSVG- Justus North   LSVG-
Wm.Stephens  Inside Guardian- Jack Darling  Outside-
Edw Weldt
Chaplain E.C.Davis

JULY 10 Sunday 61/12pm
Cloudy with south westerly wind and light rain forenoon.
Gradually cleared away pm - Glorious full moon tonight,
still - cool - cloudless  After morning chores I rested up on
the cot till 1 ocolock.  This pm I did an undesirable job
replanting the sweet corn patch between the Hinkley house
& road.  I felt the corn might sprout after the little rain.

JULY 11  Monday 64/12pm
Warm calm humid part cloudy.  Became overcast during



latter pm.    Worked in garden awhile thru am.  Then
drawed out manure and made a trip with Beauty cow (4th
time) to Jim Burghers for breeding.  This pm I harrowed
over unplanted patch waiting for sweet corn & got cart load
sawdust.    My old schoolmate and friend over 50 years
James Burgher underwent a very critical abdominal
operation this am at Kingston Hospital.

JULY 12  Tuesday
Typical lowry August weather with south westerly wind
pm and a nice little shower milking time.  More brief
showers followed.  I was busy at a tiresome job hoeing up
potatoes.  They show seriously the affects of drought.  The
American League All Star defeated the National All Stars
at the 16 annual game played this pm at Ebbett’s Field
Brooklyn.  Score 11-0       Wrote news copy evng.
JULY 13  Wednesday  70/7am 66/12pm
Part cloudy, lazy ward humid - around 3:30 pm a lovely 15
minute shower dropped down over south mtn - with others
round about.  Cleared away gorgeous cooler moonlight
evng.        I finished hilling up potatoes am & went over to
Will Jordan’s & he cut my hair.  This pm I sharpened up
mower knives and worked in garden.  Planted 6 more rows
sweet corn in north end, set out some cabbage & etc.   Mr
& Mrs Longyear called latter pm  They came today for 2
wks vacation in Phoenicia.  Mother made 13 glasses
currant jelly.

JULY 14  Thursday  62/7am 64/12pm
Partly cloudy, hot drying day.  Calm.    This forenoon I
marked out and planted patch opposite Whispells with



Golden Cross Bantam sweet corn.  Seems a forlorn hope it
being so late & dry.  This pm I cultivated Ollie’s weed
choked garden.

JULY 15  Friday 66/12pm
Murky threatening am.  Sun broke thru awhile became
thunder showery around north & south & murked over.
We had only a little rain late pm.       I made a start cutting
Ollie Burgher’s hay.  Cut & cleaned up both sides of road
pm with Lauren Boice’s help - a small load.

JULY 16 Saturday 66/12pm
Hot humid hazy still - Sunny.  Starlight very warm evng. 
  We had a really wonderful local shower around 4pm from
South Mtn way.  Had most rain of any of the showers.     
 I went to Kingston with Supervisor Claude Bell as
delegate to the Republican County Convention at the
Municipal auditorium.  The 2 other Olive Dist 2 delegates
were John C. Marshall & Mrs. Wm. Lortz.  We had an
excellent dinner at Kirkland Hotel.  I went to Kingston
Hospital & saw Jimmy Burgher.  I found him looking good
but said he had no appetite.  
Rec’d letter Ellen Wilfris, Havana

JULY 17 Sunday 79/12pm
Still overcast murky warm day.   Raining lightly this evng.
- nice soaking easy - continued past midnight.  I feel tired
out & rested up considerable today.  Wrote wedding
anniversary letter to Bob & Mariam & letter to Kay & Dick
and one to Ellen Wilfris.  Mr & Mrs Longyear called pm.



JULY 18 Monday 76/12pm
Hot humid weather.  Murky this am. The sun came out hot
after a brief dashing noon shower.  Thickened again and
was thunder showery around to north latter pm & tonight.
Breezy. -  Great corn growing weather.  My field corn is
topping out.    Drawed out manure  cut cart load grass at
Ollie’s & worked in her garden.

JULY 19 Tuesday  74/7:30am 80/12pm
Rather overcast this am but otherwise the day was sunny
and extremely hot & humid.  Southwesterly wind
continuing tonight cloudless.     Aside from routine of
chores I put in the day cultivating garden and planting  tall
beans for Ollie.    Rec’d letter & check $21.60 from Mrs.
Knorpp with birthday card for mother.

JULY 20  Wednesday  70/7am 70/12pm
Hot night - continues sweltering.  Part cloudy with south
westerly wind that brought a continuous string of violent
electrical storms & drenching rains, beginning around 2:45
pm thru to midnight.   Telephone out with apple tree down
on line by Mabel Weidner’s.  Electric not affected.  I
mowed Ollie’s little meadow just ahead of the shower. 
Wrote Minnie Every a newsy letter tonight.  11 years today
I caught my left hand in hay mow pulley losing little finger.

JULY 21 Thursday  71/7am  68/12pm
Partly cloudy but mostly sunny.  Became breezy but evng
was still & cooler.  Hot & sultry today. Expected showers
today failed to materialize.    Aside from chores and
drawing out manure, I cleaned up the hay in Ollie’s little



meadow a small load.   Tonight I went with the James
Harrisons to Phoenicia & saw an excellent color picture
Neptune’s Daughter.  Jervis Bell, oldest son of the late
Nelson & Nancy Silkworth Bell, died suddenly last night
at his home 30 Plymouth Ave. Kingston. - after coming
home from work.
The following is from a clipping pasted in diary for this
date:
SUDDEN DEATH OF JERVIS BELL
Jervis Bell died suddenly in his home 30 Plymouth Ave.,
Kingston, this morning.  He had been employed as fireman
at the Gov Clinton hotel for a number of years, having
worked Wednesday, going home last night about 11
o’clock.  
Mr. Bell had not complained of illness but did say he had
a stomach pain.  Some time after retiring he became ill and
died within a short time.  The remains were taken in charge
by Undertaker Norvin Lasher of Woodstock.

JULY 22 Friday 76/12pm
Hot & humid.  Mostly overcast & threatening. Breezy.    
I worked in the garden this am.  This pm I put acid
fertilizer on my last sweet corn planting, now up &
showing the rows nicely.  Also did a little hedge row
trimming.  Mr & Mrs longyear were down from Phoenicia
after supper.  They are highly pleased at the               
decidedly more lively and satisfactory than at Abe
Longyear’s.       After chores I went up & machine mowed
some hay on the Dolan property.

JULY 23 Saturday  70/7am 60/12pm



A magnificent sunny bright day cooler and much less
humidity.  Fresh northerly wind - some high fleecy clouds.
Cloudless cool evng.  I cut more hay in the Dolan back lot
& cleaned it all up alone in a good sized load.  A tiresome
lonesome job.   I got through to late to go to lodge as I had
rather anticipated.  Mr & Mrs Kizirian called tonight.
James Burgher came home from Kingston Hospital.

JULY 24 Sunday 56/7am 66/12pm
Another serene pleasant day.  Some high overcast which
increased evng, warmer & muggy.     Simply ideal mid
summer weather.  Aside from chores I did but little today -
Just feel all let down, so I tried to rest up.  Mr & Mrs
Longyear called with their genial landlady Mrs. Kinsey
(76) this evng.  They enjoyed the front porch & gorgeous
view.  All went in parlor & mother played the organ & we
sang hymns.  I wrote letter & got birthday cards ready to
send Mariam & Bob, hers  is the 28 & his Aug. 6.

JULY 25 Monday 64/12pm
Lovely rain for several hours this morning. Partly broke
away by around 10 ocolock, warm & humid with fresh
northerly wind that calmed. Hazy starlight evng.      
Drawed out manure, did daily chores  with Mother helping
milk as usual.  This pm I cultivated both ways last sweet
corn planting of July 14 & got load sawdust.  Tired out
tonight.  Wm. Nechwedowitch (21) living at Boiceville,
truck driver employed on Route 28 State Road grading job,
drowned at 8:30 tonight at Rock Cut in Esopus at Mt.
Tremper (See news clipping in front of diary)



JULY 26  Tuesday 64/7am 72/12pm
A hot drying day, partly cloudy with light breeze.  Clear
still & warm evng.        I hoed in the garden this am after
usual chores. -Latter pm I did a big job, painting and
repairing leaks in front porch roof.   This is my Father,
Chase West Davis’s birthday - he’d be 92.

JULY 27 Wednesday  72/7am 74/12pm
Hot. Part cloudy. Thunder showery around both ways all
afternoon but our west side got only a sprinkle.  I painted
bay window roof this am.  Mr & Mrs Longyear, Mrs.
Kinsly and 2 other ladies called.   Tonight I went to
Phoenicia and saw The Trail of The Lonesome Pine  
Annual Baptist fair supper tonight.  Receipts $298
Considered a big success.

JULY 28 Thursday  76/7:30am
Very hot & mostly sunny with light wind northerly.
Thunder showery pm.  We had a dashing banging shower
from south mtn between 3 & 4 pm       I painted kitchen
porch roof (red) this forenoon & it was a hot job.
Mariam’s 35th birthday.

JULY 29  Friday 74/7am 72/12pm
Extremely hot & clear bright sunshine but little breeze.
Clouded over at evng with fresh s.westerly wind. Sprinkle
of rain at upper end of reservoir. Heavy shower appearance
off to north.  Later cleared & very warm. Insects intensely
thick tonite.  I made a trip to Jim Burgher’s about noon
time with Nellie cow & had her bred to Jim’s yearling bull.
Latter pm I painted the milk house the customary red with



white trim.  Rec’d air letter Mariam written July 25.

JULY 30 Saturday  70/7am 71/12pm
Yet another very hot day. Fair am Thunder showery all
around pm mild evng.  We finally got a dashing thunder
shower between 10 & 11pm                    Wrote air mail
letter to Mariam this morning, & besides doing usual
chores spread a big cart load manure on meadow.  I finally
got my hand in painting latter pm & I painted south end of
garage.  Ulster County Fireman’s parade sweltered in
Kingston pm    I attended I.O.O.F.Lodge tonite and called
at Gus Crawford’s.

JULY 31 Sunday 70/7am 66/12pm
Cloudy yet this am & sprinkled some. Gradually cleared
away with northerly wind & turned somewhat cooler.  
I feel pepped out & tried to take it easy today.  Went after
blackberries over in the saw mill woods slashing but didn’t
find many & few ripe.

AUGUST 1  Monday  53/6:30am 58/12pm
Beautifully pleasant comfortable day, partly cloudy.  Wind
light real cool early this am.  Cloudless still bright half
moon evng.      Heavy dew this am. Aside from daily
chores I painted west end barn gable and across under
eaves of garage.  Its so much more comfortable weather to
work.

AUGUST 2 Tuesday 58/7:30am 70/12pm
Fair, warm & humid & calm - Increasing afternoon
cloudiness. Cloudy, still, muggy tonite.    I finished



painting west side of garage & painted on south side of
barn - made a good showing today.

AUGUST 3 Wednesday 72/12pm
Murky  muggy, still threatening.  At various times came
sprinkles of rain - It faired away somewhat during pm but
overcast evng.  A sticky atmosphere.    I wrote Ulster Co.
News copy am - Drawed out & spread load manure pm  I
got load bedding sawdust & cultivated Ollie’s gardens.

AUGUST 4 Thursday 70/7am 64/12pm
Murky this am sun broke out hot at noon.  Became thunder
showery around both ways latter pm - We got just a clatter
of rain - Cooler moonlight evng.  I hoed in garden this am
& painted on south side of barn - also another hitch at it pm
& after supper.  Sent order Sears Roebuck for Model 62
Winchester 22 rifle $39.75.  Mother also put in a long busy
day with housework & out of doors.

AUGUST 5 Friday 68/7am 63/12pm
Rained light early this am.  Hot muggy - part cloudy.
Thunder showery early pm but we got just a little wetting.
Cloudless moonlight calm & pleasantly cool evng.          I
finished painting south side barn & started east end gabler.
Peaches are ripe & extra early in currant bushes & mother
has an added job canning.  The tree of Red Astrikan apples
are loaded & falling off.   Jim Harrison brought my kitchen
radio from Ray Kirks Phoenicia where I had it repaired
4.50 paid.

AUGUST 6 Saturday 62/7am 64/12pm



Partly cloudy lazy warm typical midsummer day.  It looked
a bit showery  Calm. Clear pleasantly cool tonite.  
I drawed out manure and got load sawdust forenoon.  After
a mid day rest I got started painting east end barn gable and
got down to the eaves.  Quite a task.  Rec’d letter Ed
Terhune.

AUGUST 7  Sunday 64/7:30am 66/11:30pm
Hot sultry partly cloudy still.  A lone mid pm thunder
shower boomed off to north. A big red moon rose early this
evng from the deep south.  Cloudless, cooler tonight, with
soft early rising almost full moon.  I did usual chores &
picked bushel & a half of peaches delicious ripe Elberta’s
from 3rd tree down in currant bushes.  A small tree down
by gate in wall under hill is loaded with peaches just
showing pink.     Mrs. Lestia V. Kerr, widow of Theodore
Kerr died at her home 2nd house above Bushkill bridge at
6:55pm  She had been in poor health for some time &
recently had a hear attack or stroke.
AUGUST 8  Monday  66/6:30am 68/12pm
Sunny, hot, drying day with brisk day breeze.  Cloudless
warm, gorgeous mellow full moon tonight.   
I put in several hot hours painting on East end of barn -
Mother put n a hot busy day.  She has started canning and
drying peaches.

AUGUST 9  Tuesday 70/7am    114/3pm 70/12pm
Record hot day. Sunny with brisk northerly wind during
heat of day. - Became high overcast latter pm but was
cloudless at night, with lovely big moon.    I finished
painting east end of barn & painted woodshed & north barn



door.  A big hot job.  Also spread load manure on grass &
cut the clover seeing second crop strip behind barn.  Had
delivery from Montgomery Ward Kingston store.  6 - 5gal
pails black roof paint @ 1.98  11.88
1gal super white house paint  4.29  4lb 6 penny nails & 4lb
8 penny   .64

AUGUST 10  Wednesday 70/7am 74/12pm
Another record hot day. - Mostly sunny with fresh
northerly wind - Cloudless & very warm tonight, with
mellow moonlight.      I continued painting on the barn, did
the granary attachment.  This evng Mother & I went over
& called on Mr & Mrs Henry Winchell.  Funeral services
2 pm at Lasher’s in Woodstock for Mrs. Lestia Kerr (78) in
charge of Rev. Walter A. White.  Interment in Tongore
Cemetery.

AUGUST 11 Thursday 72/7am 76/11:30pm
Hot & humid - Partly cloudy, breezy - Thunder showery
around both ways from Early pm.  We got only a sprinkle.
Murky & muggy tonite. I got in some repairs and painting
on back side of barn am.  This pm I cleaned up the jog of
closer second cutting behind barn & started spreading
manure on the stubble.  Funeral service 2pm at Ashokan
ME Church for Mrs. Catherine Every Bogart of Boiceville
- widow of Otis Bogart.  Interment Lennox Cemetery.  She
died Mon., at Kingston Hosp.

AUGUST 12  Friday 70/7am 70/12pm
Warm humid sticky weather.  Mostly overcast with
occasional hot sunshine.  Showers were in the make up and



a drencher passed down over east side about 1:30am and
again the murk thickened and the west side got a half hour
drencher 1 ocolock with occasional sprinkle later.  I
finished painting on the back hog pen side of the barn,
virtually completing a long tedious hot job.

AUGUST 13 Saturday 70/7am 68/12pm
Warm sticky, partly cloudy to cloudy.  Unsettled - showery
around - but the west side got only light rains, till this evng.
which brought a nice rain.  I drawed out manure got cart
load sawdust & painted (red) the north & west sides of
chicken house latter pm.   Rec’d from Sears Roebuck & Co
Model 62 Winchester repeating 22 rifle, the 22 I have
desired for years.  It is a belated birthday present from
Mariam & Bob.  It cost $39.75 - an outrageous price. The
sent check at time of my birthday & I just ordered the rifle.
The Olive Fire Dept holding a bazaar last nite & tonite at
the Fire House in Olive Bridge.

AUGUST 14 Sunday 64/8am 61/11:30pm
Overcast till early pm  Muggy unsettled still. We had 2
light afternoon showers, clearing beautifully at evng &
becoming real cool, for a pleasant change.  We had nice
showers last night.  I feel pretty well tired out and tried to
rest up.   Everything looks greatly refreshed from the God
given showers.

AUGUST 15 Monday 58/7am 60/12pm
A lazy day - partly cloudy, humid, showery looking - A
very heavy dew this morning.  Cool tonight.    
I finished painting the chicken house - the south side - East



end covered with tar paper not painted in many years.
Mother had a surprise visit by Fred Baumgarten and his 84
year old father & they had dinner with us.  This evng I took
Mort & Mary Roe up to the movies and saw The Great
Sinner a picture laid in the 1860s about the gambling
casinos of Europe. (Paris)

AUGUST 16 Tuesday 64/8am 64/12pm
Murky muggy threatening an occasional light drizzle.  Sun
broke thru a little pm.  All overcast evng & still.
Besides daily grind of chores I spread cart load manure &
got load sawdust for bedding.   Rec’d Sear’s Roebuck &
Co Fall & Winter catalog.

AUGUST 17 Wednesday 64/12pm
Murky rather warm & muggy.  Threatening this forenoon.
Gradually faired up during pm. - Partly cloudy evng. -
Sunny in Kingston all afternoon.  Wrote news copy this
am.  I made a trip to Kingston did considerable shopping
got Driver’s license renewed for 3 yrs 1.50.  Went to see
Minnie Every & Lennie.  I also visited the 5 car “Freedom
Train” on Greenkill Ave siding.  Therein are contained
priceless documents many relating to history of New York
State, some dating back to the Dutch Colonial era.  The
train is on tour of the state.  I also visited the Ulster Co fair
at Forsyth Park coming home stopped to see Lem DuBois
and Aunt Julia Winchell.  I also visited the bier of Sidney
K. Clapp - 76 - B.W.S. Engineer retired whom I have



known 40 years.  He died yesterday.

AUGUST 18 Thursday 61/7am 64/12pm
Cool - chilly and rainy this morning for a few hours.
Faired away pm cool tonight.     I wrote several cards this
am and had a call from Ed Terhune and son Bryant.  The
family are stopping 2 wks in Shokan.  Not much doing pm.
Had call from Alex & daughter Barbara - Brother Charles -
and mother Lily Gwinn.  This evng I took Mort & Mary
Roe and Ollie to Phoenicia and saw The Good Old Summer
Time - I got my General Electric dining room radio from
Ray Kirk’s shop.  He put in new condensers. Price 6.71
paid.
My Dear Aunt Nelie Bishop died 14 years ago today in
early evng. - Aug 18 - 1935

AUGUST 19 Friday 69/7am 54/12pm
Partly cloudy looked showery - Fresh northerly wind -
quelled evng.  Cleared away beautifully pm and much
cooler.  Real chilly tonight like early fall.    I drawed out
manure - mowed and cleaned up Lauren Boice’s jog of hay.
Also mowed 2nd cutting clover strip by the old Hinkley
house.   Alex Gwinn with his daughter and son and his
Uncle Chas. Gwinn made a trip to High Point.  The view
was hazy & no huckleberries.  I let them take Dick
Herrington’s binoculars.

AUGUST 20 Saturday 44/7am 56/12pm
Real chilly this am coldest since June 9.  A brilliant
magnificent cool sunny day, with fresh northerly wind.
Cloudless, calm & chilly tonight.    I mowed the woods



corner, containing a considerable growth of Alfalfa. Also
mowed a large part of field behind barn.  Funeral 14 years
ago this pm at her home for Aunt Cornelia Bishop.

AUGUST 21 Sunday 50/7am 54/11pm
Another wonderful cloudless day & evng.  Northerly wind
quieted. Real hot during the day.   I tried to rest up some
but was mostly busy.  I raked up the woods corner alfalfa
& got night feed for the cows.  We had no callers.

AUGUST 22 Monday 50/7am 64/11pm
Warmer weather is on the agenda - Continued clear with
part cloudiness pm & evng.      I worked at the hay. Lauren
Boice helped me clean up 2 small loads latter pm.  Afte
supper I raked the stubble & mowed the remaining corner
behind chicken house.

AUGUST 23 Tuesday  60/7am 66/12pm
Rather warm and unsettled - Partly cloudy - Looked
showery around to north pm.  A lazy quiet day.  Busy with
chores & odd jobs - Wrote weekly news copy.  Drawed out
manure & got the jag of second cutting pm over by the old
Hinkley house.

AUGUST 24 Wednesday 79/8am 60/11:30pm
Partly cloudy warm humid - Breezy during mid day. Light
showers about pm  We had an occasional sprinkle.  Cooler
tonight.     Fred Baumgarten & his father came & had
dinner with Mother & I - He bro’t ½ bu lovely ripe
tomatoes.  I was busy with chores and got in the jag second
cutting behind chicken yard with Mother doing the hand



raking.  I also went over to the mill pile & got cart load
sawdust.   Rec’d Skelly Oil Co. Stock dividend of 1 and
70/100 shares.
AUGUST 25 Thursday  60/7am
Clear drying sunny day. Wind light. Cloudless still & cool
tonite.    I mowed the alfalfa & weed mixture knee high on
the oats stubbles & patch behind old barn.  Got a big batch
of sweet corn.  The raccoons don’t seem to be bothering
much this year for a change.  I returned the new Model 62
Winchester rifle recd Aug 13 to Sears Roebuck due to the
action rubbing blueing from one side top of receiver & a
scratch on right side.  Very minor defects but I feel that a
new rifle should not be that way.  Subsequently I recd
refund of purchase price & postage $40.17

AUGUST 26 Friday 54/7am 70/12pm
Continued clear and turned very hot this pm with fresh
westerly wind - continued breezy & one of the warmest
nights of the summer.  Cloudless tonight.     I worked at the
hay tedded & raked it and brought home a load mostly
alfalfa.  Also drawed out manure.  Cornelia resigned her
job as cook at the State Institution in Rome, NY effective
as of today.
The following is from a news clipping pasted in diary on
this date:
MEN OF ULSTER
John I. Boice, one of Olive’s best-known citizens around
the turn of the century, was born January 13, 1831, a son of
John S. And Rachel (Rose) Boice.  His schooling was
confined largely to studies for a time under Dr. Isaac Dart
of Shokan.  He went to Hancock to learn the blacksmithing



trade and after working in shops in Delaware county he
returned home and entered the employ of Henry K.
Merrihew, a blacksmith at Olive Bridge.  He next opened
his own shop at Shokan and In 1870 bought the Jacob
Bishop gristmill at Bishop’s Falls which he operated for
nine years.  Mr. Boice in 1871 owned a farm of 140 acres
and was commissioner of highways for Olive.  In 1891, he
began farming near Brodhead village and after New York
city took his place in waterworks days he bought and
occupied a farm east of Samsonville.  Becoming a member
of the Shokan Dutch Church in 1853, he was an officer and
regular attendant of that church for many years.  In politics
he was a staunch Democrat.  Mr Boice was first married
Sept. 30, 1854, to Sarah Jane Eckert, a daughter of Peter
Eckert.  His widow, Katherine I. Boice, now makes her
home in upstate New York.

AUGUST 27  Saturday  64/7am 80/12pm
Exceeding hot & humid weather.  Sunny all day with thin
haze - Clear evng - westerly hot wind thru the heat of the
day & tonight.   Lauren Boice helped me put off the hay &
cleaned up the second load mostly alfalfa which we put in
Ollie’s barn.  I also latter pm drawed cart load sawdust.
Tonight I attended I.O.O.F.Lodge - A social party was
pubically held later in the auditorium.  I didn’t stay but
went & called at Henry Winchells.  He has been in bed all
week & in a very weakened condition due to his cronic
heart condition & broncial pneumonia.

AUGUST 28 Sunday  68/7am 72/12pm
Hazy overcast warm & very humid.  Some hot sunshine.



Thunder showery and breezy pm but most of it went
around.  We had a 10 minute squirt from over south mtn
milking time.  A little cooler tonight & murky.  I wrote up
news copy.  Tried to take it easy & rest pm it was so hot.
Wrote to Fred Baumgarten evng.

AUGUST 29 Monday 68/7am 56/12pm
A drenching 1:30am thunder shower sparked a rainy night
and drenching showers with warm humid southerly wind
this am with a final drencher at 11:30 when the wind
shifted to northerly & cleared beautifully - A Glorious
warm pm - Still cool & cloudless evng.  The most water
fell since May 20th -  I wrote several cards this am and
oiled the front porch doors.  Latter pm I cut weeds out
along woods corner.

AUGUST 30 Tuesday 54/7am 58/12pm
A lovely bright warm day, some cloudiness, but mostly
sunny especially pm - Clear cool still evng with big bright
half moon over High Point.    I took my car upto Bert
Winnie Garage for valve grinding job early this am & he
brought me back.   I did a good looking job painting the
front porch & steps (steel gray) also mowed some second
cutting & spread cart load manure.

AUGUST 31 Wednesday  60/7am 66/12pm
The morning murk broke away somewhat.  Murked over
early pm with thunder showery weather and several good
rains.  Still & murky evng.   Along with chores & odd jobs
I painted south half of kitchen porch am.  Latter pm
between rains & in it I finished cutting weed in woods



corner.   My Grandmother Mrs. Sarah A Crispell died 57
years ago today at the age of 59. - I distinctly remember
her.

SEPTEMBER 1 Thursday 64/7am 46/12pm
Bright warm day some cloudiness with strong gusty
southerly wind shifting westerly & quieting at evng.
Cloudless chilly moonlight night.      Busy with chores
drawed out manure & tedding over the hay cutting
forenoon.  Not much accomplished pm doing odd jobs -
Bert Winne brought my car home latter pm.  I took him
back.  It has greatly increased power with valve job & 5
new valves.  Also car regreased etc. Bill $17.00 paid
Tonite I took Mort & Mary Roe & Ollie to Phoenicia to a
full house showing of the hilarious picture, taken from life,
I Was A Male War Bride

SEPTEMBER 2 Friday 44/7am 50/12pm
A tinge of early autumn permeates the atmosphere.  A
perfect day, sky & reservoir a deep blue and cloudless -
wind moderate. - Still chilly beautiful moonlight evng.
Finished painting kitchen porch floor am.  Got the jag of
2nd cutting in barn pm - Latter pm a picnic party in 8 cars,
numbering 31 all young people except Mrs. Maneller & her
elderly cousin, Onteora Park summer people with our
permission, lunched on the grass behind chicken yard
corner.    James Harrison on the hill is having a new
outside tile lined chimney house  chimney laid.

SEPTEMBER 3  Saturday 44/7am 56/11pm
Continued practically cloudless but not so brilliant as



yesterday due to haze.  Moderately breezy Southerly during
day & evng. The weather trend is warmer. Cool beautiful
moonlight evng, nearly full.      I was busy am with usual
chores. Cleaned a Krag Carbine for Mr. Kizirian. Lauren
Boice helped me get my hook ladder on barn roof & picked
or rather pulled a batch of corn beans from swell corn pm
& got 2 strips painted on south side barn roof & painted
granary roof.

SEPTEMBER 4 Sunday 64/11pm
Pleasantly warm day. Variable cloudiness and generally
sunny.  Wind light. Still hazy warm moonlight evng.
I took a ride with Mr & Mrs Longyear this am - around by
Krumville - We visited the Krumville cemetery.  After we
left Mr & Mrs Lester Personeus & 3 of their girls called.
Late pm I went with Mr & Mrs Longyear to the Kinsly
farm below Phoenicia where they spent thier July vacation.
They were having a farewell party & we were given a royal
welcome.  This pm we picked near a bu of delicious big
red peaches (Crawfords) from first tree in the row.

SEPTEMBER 5 Monday 65/7am 74/12pm
Partly cloudy warm & humid - Thunder showery
conditions developed latter pm.  There were 2 or 3 brief
dashes of rain - rained lightly late evng.    Mr & Mrs
Longyear left for Brooklyn before 10 oco.  I went over to
Will Jordan’s & got my hair trimmed up.  Lester Personeus
with his wife & 3 youngest daughters called around noon.
This pm attended the Annual Boiceville Picnic.  The
weather was pleasant with a very good attendance.  The
Town of Olive Boy Scouts had the serving of refreshments.



Syvester Wells with 2 other players, Wm. Lortz & Hoyt
furnished music.  Loud speaker amplifier provided by
Harold Wilkens.  At business meeting called to order by
Pres. Larry Bishop - Pratt Boice was chairman.  Invocation
by Rev. David Weidner - Speakers Dr. Shem Evereth  Dr.
H.L.Bibby - DeLancey Boice, Joe Fredburg - Claude Bell -
Justice North - Skippy Weidner, Scoutmaster - John
Groses(?) etc.    Bal from last meeting 99.79 - collection
55.00  Expenses music $15.00 - donations to Harold
Wilkins for loud speaker 10.00  Lester S. Davis-calling
charge 5.00  Bal forwd 124.75

SEPTEMBER 6 Tuesday 62/7:30am 50/12pm
Partly cloudy, fresh northerly wind - real cool bracing
atmosphere.  Brilliant almost full moon tonight high among
lacy clouds.    This am I spread cart load manure on grass
behind old barn and got load sawdust.  This is Fall Primary
Election Day, voting hours 12-9pm   It was 11:15 when the
returns were completed.  The Board of Dist.No2 Inspectors
are the same as last year.  Albert Fox Sr. Philip Coletti
Democratic & Emma Ackert & myself Republicans.  I was
re named Chairman.  The vote was 21 Democrates & 7
Republicans.

SEPTEMBER 7 Wednesday 46/7am 54/11:30pm
Chilly - Mostly cloudy - quiet.  Wrote news copy this am.
I made a trip to Kingston with the Primary Election returns.
I went out to 213 E.Chester St & saw Minnie Every - took
her peaches, potatoes and buttermilk which she greatly



appreciated.  I also saw Henry Winchell at room 225 in
Kingston Hosp  where he was taken from his home by
ambulance yesterday afternoon.  Did some shopping &
came home around by Stone Ridge & Kripplebush & saw
Fred Baumgarten.

SEPTEMBER 8 Thursday 55/7am 48/12pm
Rained early this am and was all day trying to clear up.
Cool September weather - clear bright moonlight night.
Norterly wind.      After chores this am I felt sleepy & took
a nap on cot.  PM I spread cart load manure behind old
barn & got load sweet corn for cows & pigs.

SEPTEMBER 9 Friday 50/7am 52/12pm
Chilly cold mostly cloudy, brisk northerly wind.
Intermittent rain squally.  Cleared away at evng. Gorgeous
moonlight.  Aside from doing chores I put in the day
picking beans in corn.  A tiresome task.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Republican Town nominating caucus held Sat.evng.  Sept
10 in auditorium of Olive Bridge IOOF hall.  Meeting
called to order by Dist No1. Committeman Patrick Keefe.
Dick Large named Chairman & Helen Marshall Secy.  Re
nominated for supervisor Claude Bell.  Nominated
collector - Ex supervisor Lemuel E. DuBois.  For Town
Clerk Mrs. Auguat (Peter R.Crawford) in place of John C.
Marshall, presently holding position 3 successive terms.
Conrad Christensen defeated Alva Buley for Supt of
Highways 44-27.  Assessor 4 years - John W. Darling re-
nominated - For 2 years former Assessor Homer Markle Jr.



Justice 4yr term - Earl Brimdage (present 3rd term
collector) and Floyd Shurter.

SEPTEMBER 10 Saturday 42/7am 44/12pm
A magnificent bright sunny day with a brisk cool northerly
wind, - quieting at evng.  Cloudless still chilly moonlight
night.      I put in a varied work day - did chores, spread
cart load manure behind old barn & got big load sweet corn
stalks, from 3 corner lot am.  This afternoon I painted on
south side of barn roof, also mowed 2 seeding patches at
Ollie’s.  This evng I attended oyster supper at shokan IOOF
Lodge, tendered a group of about 25 members attending
from Wm H Raymond Lodge #59, Saugerties.  I also
attended Republican Dist nominating caucus noted on
preceeding page.  -    Our highly esteemed and respected
friend of many years Henry Winchell died 6:30pm at
Kingston Hospital.  D.W.S. Clambake held pm at the old
Olive Bridge nursery grounds.

SEPTEMBER 11 Sunday 42/7am 54/12pm
A very pleasant bright sunny day - wind northerly & some
pm cloudiness.  Clear still cool moonlight evng.
Did chores & picked a batch of beans in sweet corn pm.
Mrs. Kathrn Terwilliger came after church & had supper,
after which I took her home.  Charles & Mrs. Langer called
pm

SEPTEMBER 12 Monday 50/7am
A bright pleasant cool day with considerable part
cloudiness. Wind light.         I spread load manure behind
old barn & got cart load field corn for cow & hog fodder.



This pm I cleaned up the hay patches I cut Saturday at
Ollie’s.  I wrote up weekly news copy & a biograftical
sketch on my esteemed friend “Judge” Henry Winchell.

SEPTEMBER 13 Tuesday 70/12pm
Cloudy - Cool - started in raining 12 ocolock earlier in
Kingston.  Later settled in for a wonderful drenching rain
and downpours continued into the night turning warmer. 
    I went to Kingston with Supervisor Clause Bell am.  At
1 oco attended a “Memorial Service” funeral at Carr’s
Parlors for Henry Winchell.  Speaker Rev. Wm Peckham
pastor Clinton Ave. ME Church - no singing.  15 floral
pieces, with large one from Ulster County Grand Jurors
Assn.  There was around 50 present.  Burial took place in
Mrs. W’s family Plot (Morgan) in Rosendale Plains
Cemetery.  Bearers were Supervisor Chester A. Lyons,
Town Clerk John C Marshall - Wm Beesmer, John
B.Davis, Geo.VanKleeck & myself EC Davis.  Casket was
beautiful light polished oak, with heavy scrolled bronze on
dull copper vault.  I came home with John Marshall.

SEPTEMBER 14 Wednesday 66/7am 64/12pm
Unsettled warm & humid. Some hot sunshine. Developing
shower early pm & later settled in to heavy downpours.
Young cloud bursts & continued till early evng.  Heaviest
rainfall since last winter.  Over 3” fell last night & much
more today.   All streams running freschet flow tonight.
And the 1939 drought is over. I went up to Bert Winne’s
around noon & had a motor tune up & new spark plug.
Latter pm I took a run down to see Fred Baumgarten &



look at an advertised refrigerator that was sold.

SEPTEMBER 15  Thursday 60/7am 56/11:30pm
Cool this am muggy & murky.  Still - More rain seemed
evident. Cleared late evng.      Spread load manure & got
cart load field corn am - Busy with odd jobs & chores
otherwise.

SEPTEMBER 16 Friday 50/7am 50/12pm
A bright pleasant mostly sunny day, cool wind southerly.
Still, hazy cool evng.      Aside from chores I painted on
south side of barn roof.  This evng I took Mort & Mary
Roe, Ollie Burgher & Mrs Kizirian to Phoenicia and saw
an excellent & dramatic 4H Club Picture the background
of which was soil conservation.  Full house attendence
tonite at IOOF hall for Democratic town caucus.  Bob
Volmer Chairman, Mrs.Mary Merrihew Clerk. All
nominations unanamous. Supervisor-Justus North- Ex
Supervior
Town Clerk - Mrs. Delia Lewis
Collector - John (Barney) Bachor
Supt of Highways - Francis Whispell  re nominated
Assisant 4yrs - Chas. Gustavson - Re nominated
Assessor 2 yrs. Don VanEtten
Justices 4 yrs. Raymond Bell - Re nominated
Justice4 yrs. Grant Avery - Ex Supt.Highways
I attended I.O.O.F.Lodge & caucus.

SEPTEMBER 17 Saturday  50/7am 54/12pm
Clear warm very pleasant sunny day - few clouds. Breezy
         I spread load manure behind old barn & cut cart load



field corn for cow fodder & the ears for hogs & horses.
Also finished painting south side barn roof & milk house
roof.  For the barn roof it took about 12 gal.

SEPTEMBER 18 Sunday  54/7am
Clear early but began to cloud over & got showery as the
day advanced.  Had several showers here and a drenching
driving thunder shower at milking time.  Warm & humid -
Broke away during evng.      I did usual chores, wrote
letters & otherwise rested up some.  I wrote letter & sent
$5.00 check to E.B.Walker, 116 Peyton St. Santa Cruz, Cal
for a bound volume of Harpers Magazine - issues Dec 1877
to May 1877.  The latter issue which contains a 9 page
article with illustrated scenes entitled The Gateway of the
Catskills  by Ingersoll, concerning his visit here in Sept
1876.  I rec’d the bound volume Sept 16.

SEPTEMBER 19 Monday 66/7am 56/12pm
Lovely sunny warm summery weather.  Became overcast
later pm & rained a little.  Breezy. Cleared tonight &
cooler.  I drawed over manure behind old barn & got a big
cart load of field corn stalks.  This pm I did a big job
painting the new part - on back side of barn roof.

SEPTEMBER 20 Tuesday 48/7am 54/12pm
Mostly cloudy, squally, sour and windy.  Cleared away
evening & later clouding over.      I put in a nominally busy
day, cut & husked off a big cart load of field corn & got 2
loads of sawdust.  Wrote news copy evng.   Dr.R A
McCartney of Ellenville held a rabies dog vaccination
clinic this evng at Olive Bridge I.O.O.F. Hall. A total of



110 dogs were immunized.

SEPTEMBER 21 Wednesday 62/12pm
A very lovely pleasant day - Northerly wind, some
cloudiness, overcast evng.      A grand work day. Ollie
helped me start cutting field corn - cut 32 stouts.  It is a
good yielding crop & not near so badly damaged by coons
etc. as for past several years.   Grover Winchell and his
wife called this evng, in regard to renewal of fire insurance.
SEPTEMBER 22 Thursday  56/7am 54/12pm
Arrived rainy & continued rainy with occasional let ups all
day & evng.      I was busy with chores & odd jobs.  Late
pm I went up to Bert Winne’s garage & had a flat spare tire
fixed.   Mother & I cleaned out the kitchen stove & burned
out the chimney.
The following is from a news clipping found in diary for
this date:
Paul H. Haroach, Buffalo resident who has contracted to
design the proposed Onteora central district school plant at
Boiceville, received his degree in architecture at Cornell
Universtiy in 1917.  He has designed 23 school projects
totalling approximately $9million and is now engaged
upon the plans for an educational center at Orchard Park.
Drawings and specifications for the Boiceville building
which will be made with the accomodation of 920 pupils
in view, are expected to be bids of contractors about April
15, 1950, and it is figured that the school will be ready for
classes in September, 1951. 

SEPTEMBER 23 Friday 51/7:30am 50/12pm
Overcast and everything dripping wet this am.  Broke away



warm & sunny, but the pm again brought cloudiness, &
squally & cooler - Partly cleared tonight. - More or less
windy.
Ollie & I cut 35 stouts of field corn. A big job. Also picked
beans & gathered acorn squashes.    Tonight I took Mor &
Mary Roe, Ollie & Mrs. Kizirian to Phoenicia & saw the
French novel classing picture. Madam Bovary.  There were
2 lovely deer, a big doe & spring fawn grazing out in
woods corner -

SEPTEMBER 24 Saturday 50/7am 46/12pm
Typically early autumn. Brisk northerly winds.  A day with
bright sunshine broken by intermittent sour light rain
squalls, continued evng.      This am I spread load manure
behind old barn & got big load field corn stalks with ears
on.  This pm - amid the squalls Ollie helped me cut 15
stouts of corn.  Ed Avery & Jennie Kerr called early evng.
             Soviet Russia has broadcast report that she has
exploded an atomic bomb and has had information of  its
construction since 1947.  Its secrets in part at least were
stolen by secret agents operating in the United States.  The
U.S. dropped 2 atomic bombs on Japan shortly before her
surrender in August 1945.
A dance for the polio emergency fund was held tonight at
the Olive Bridge IOOF hall.

SEPTEMBER 25 Sunday 44/7am    Back to Standard Time
40/11pm
A truly magnificent cool windy early autumn day.  Clear &
almost frosty tonight.     Did daily chores - Got some field
corn tied on the back end of my car this pm & husked it off



while listening with radio hooked up out in the barn to a
crucial ball game at Bklyn, between the Dodges & Phillies
who won 5-3.  Charley & Mrs. Langer called & while I
took mother down the road to see Mrs. Shimer’s flowers -
getting back we found on porch a half bu basket of grapes,
another of delicious russett pears, also a box of Baldwin
apples. with name of John Young Milton, NY on baskets.

SEPTEMBER 26 Monday 37/7am 44/11pm
Another gorgeously magnificent day & evng. Heavy dew
this am. Wind light, pleasantly warm in sun.
Ollie helped me finish cutting corn 20 stouts making a total
of 105, besides what I have cut and bought home by the
cart load.

SEPTEMBER 27 Tuesday 46/7am 56/12pm
Cloudy & threatening weather, with a few showers.     I
spread load manure behind old barn & brought home 4
stouts of field corn - Also drawed cart load of sawdust. 
Wrote news copy evng.

SEPTEMBER 28 Wednesday  56/7am 58/12pm
Rained some in night. Murky this am. - Sun broke thru
toward noon & was pleasantly warm & mostly sunny pm.
Overcast evng & rained at midnight.   Busy with chores &
odd jobs. Cleared up the granary.  Noontime I went over to
Grace Winchell’s and bought 4 dz fruit jars for $2.00 paid.
I certainly missed Henry.   She showed me the large
number of sympathy cards & letters rec’d after Henry’s
Death.  Latter pm I dug out the potatoes in the garden, they
are mostly old wollapers & smooth but not many in a hill.



I was tired & slept all evng on cot.

SEPTEMBER 29 Thursday 58/7am 52/11pm
A dark dreary rainy day & evng.     Sent Mrs. Knorpp 2 ¼
lb butter with a mess of beans & 2 lb potato.  Did chores
etc.  This pm I heard the broadcast of 2nd 5 inning game of
double header game from Boston & Dodgers.  Dodgers
won both 9-2 & 8-1 putting them ½ game ahead of
Cardinals in Natl league Pennant race.  The NY Yankees &
Boston Red Sox are tied.  Most unusual seasons wind up
games.   I wrote to Mariam tonite.

SEPTEMBER 30 Friday 46/7am 47/12pm
Clearing up this morning a brilliantly sunny gorgeous day
with fresh northerly wind.  Cloudless chilly tonight with
beautiful bulging half moon.  The autumn colors are
coming out.  I took over manure behind old barn & got cart
load field corn am.  This pm I picked up the dug potatoes
in garden 3 ½ bu of dandy sorted ones.  Also mowed the
second crab grass patch by currant bushes & south side of
house.  I husked corn this evng.    This Marshall Rossa’s 87
birthday.  He has been a patient in Benedictine Hosp 8
weeks.

OCTOBER 1 Saturday 43/6:30am 42/12pm
Another magnificent sunny cool day. Northerly  wind
shifting. Still cloudless evng  with bright plump moon.
Very chilly.     This forenoon I mowed second cutting in
front of house, a big chunk, also got a hay rigging load of



field corn.  I husked this pm while listening to a crucial
game at Phila.  A knock down drag out affair.  The Phillies
won over Brooklyn 6-4 - Both used several pitchers.  At
Yankee Stadium the Yanks beat the Red Sox & stand tied
at next to last day in regular season.  At Chicago the Cubs
beat the Cards 3-1.  The Dodgers are 1 game ahead.
The local Mt Tremper-West Shokan mail route was
extended up Watson Hollow as far as Bob Yorks (old
DeWitt Eckert farm) & up Malty Hollow road to Raymond
Bell’s (The old Bell Homestead)

OCTOBER 2 Sunday 40/6:30am 47/12pm
And another gorgeous cool cloudless day. Northerly wind
light shifted easterly. Calm moonlight evng, became part
cloudy.      Did daily chore tasks.  This pm I took my
kitchen radio out to barn & heard broadcast of final game
of season between the Dodgers & Pillies at Stube Park,
Phila.   The Dodgers blew a 5 run 4th Inning lead with
Phils tying score in 8th inning.  A desperate nip & tuck
affair. The Dodgers won out in 10th inning 9-7 & took the
National leage Championship over the Cardinals who also
won in Chicago 13-5.  Phils used 6 pitchers - the Dodgers
       with Jack Banta the winner.  In NYC at Yankee
Stadium the Yanks won the American League
Championship, defeating Boston Red Sox 5-3.           Mr &
Mrs Foster Shultis of Wittenberg and their daughter &
husband, Mr & Mrs Phillips of West Hurley called pm.

OCTOBER 3 Monday 52/7am 49/11pm
Some cloudiness but mostly sunny and pleasant, with
southerly wind. Moonlight cool evng.



Drawed over manure & spread behind old barn & got cart
load sawdust. Raked the cut hay pm & cleaned it up in a
nice load with Ollie’s help.   At 11:20 tonight I got a fone
call from Jim Harrison to come up & help get a dose of
porcupine quills out of his dog’s nose & mouth.   Rec’d air
mail letter from Mariam that they expected to leave
Mexico City for hime by auto Fri or Sat.  I answered it
tonight.

OCTOBER 4 Tuesday  52/7am 66/11pm
Had a sprinkle this am.  Partly cloudy, southerly wind.
Decidedly warmer pm. - Real summery warmest since
early Sept.    Lauren Boice helped me put up the load of
hay this am  also some corn stalks. This pm Ollie helped
me get a hay wagon load of field corn & husked off several
stouts.  Im very tired & sore tonight. I sent my letter to
Kinston this am on school bus for early mailing via air.

OCTOBER 5 Wednesday 54/7am 48/10:30pm
Rained before daylight. Partly cloudy am. Cloudless
glorious pm & evng. Day wind northerly & still evng.
Moon almost full & early rising.     Drawed over manure
am behind old barn & got 5 stouts of field corn.  This pm
Ollie & I husked it off including yesterdays load.  Had
radio in barn & heard complete broadcast of first game of
Worlds Series at Yankee Stadium, NYC between the
Yankees & Bklyn Dodgers. - It was a magnificent pitchers
duel between Allie Reynolds & Bob Newsom with no
score until the 9th inning when Tommy Herrick (?) won
the game for the Yankees with a home run.  Attendance 66.
 I ordered a show room sample new Model 62 Winchester



.22 rifle from Hudson Sporting Goods Co. NYC.  Sent
check  35.00

OCTOBER 6 Thursday 42/7am 57/10pm
Generally sunny with some overcast, becoming all clouded
over by latter pm  Wind light  noticeably cooler than
yesterday.   I got a wagon load of corn am and husked pm
Ollie helped after working at Estelle Karnis. - Had radio in
barn & husked while hearing the Second Series game at
Yankee Stadium - The Dodgers won by a 1-0 score -
Preacher Roe Bklyn slim Southpaw pitched a whale of a
game against Raschi.  Attendance 70 053

OCTOBER 7 Friday 54/7am
Murky weather with occasional light showers & drizzle -
continuing evng.        I took cart load manure behind old
barn got load field cor, also a load of green sweet corn
stalks at Tony Massima’s place.  This pm Ollie helped me
clean up the corn husking in barn & heard broadcast of 3rd
game of Worlds Series played at Ebbetts Field. Bklyn
between the Dodgers & Yankees. - Ralph Branca pitched
a great game, but for occasional wildness & Yanks won 4-
3.  The 9th inning was a thriller when Reese & Elmo of
Dodgers hit home runs. Joe Page relieved Burns in 3rd
inning & was the winning pitcher.  Attendance 32.

OCTOBER 8 Saturday 56 56/12pm
Unsettled & considerable murk & some sunshine.  Still -
warm - moon shone thru evng.            Served as Inspector
on the first day of Registration -Hours 7am-10pm.  It was
past midnight when we finally got the books completed.
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